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FAMILIAR EPISTLES, 

TRANSLATED FROM THE LATIN, 

By ROBERT FELLOJFES, AM. Oxon. 



I. 

To his Tutor Thomas Jure* 

T. • 
HOUGH I had determined, my excellent tutor, to 

write you an epiftle in vcrfe, yet I could not fatisfy my- 
felf without fending alfo another in profc. For the 
emotions of my gratitude, which your fcrvices fo juftly 
infpire, are too expanfive and too warm to be expreffed 
in the confined limits of poetical metre ; they demand 
the unconftrained freedom of profe, or rather the ex- 
uberant richnefs of Afiatic phrafeology. Though it 
would izx exceed my power accurately to defcribe how 
much I am obliged* to you, even if I could drain dry all 
the fources of eloquence, or exhauft all the topics of dif- 
courfe which Ariftotle or the famed Parifian Logician 
had colle6led. You complain with truth, that my let- 
ters have been very few and very fhort ; but I do not 
grieve at the omifiion of fo pleafurable a duty, fo much 
as I rejoice at having fuch a place in your regard as 
makes you anxious often to hear from me. I befeech 
you not to take it amifs, that I have not now written to 
you for more than three years ; but with your ufual be- 
nignity and candour to impute it father to circum- 
ftances than to inclination. For, heaven knowsy that I 
regard you as a parent, that I have always treated you 
with the utmoft refpe6l, and that I was unwilling to 
teaze you with my compofitions. And I was anxious 
that if my letters had nothing elfe to recommend them. 
Vol. I. b they 
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they might be recommended by their rarity. And laftly, 
iince the ardour of my regard makes me imagine that 
you are always prclent, that I hear your voice and con- 
temp^te your looks; and as thus (which is ufudlly the 
cafe with lovers) I charm away my grief by the illufion 
of your prefence, I was afraid when I wrote to you the 
idea of your diftant fcparation ihould forcibly rulh upon 
my mind ; ^nd that the pain of your abfencc which was 
almoft foothed into quiefcence fhould revive anddif-. 
perfe the pleafurable dream. I long fince received your 
defirable prefent of the Hebrew Bible. I wrote this at 
my lodgings in the city, not as ufual, furrounded by my 
books. If therefore there be any thing in this letter 
which either fails to give pleafure, or which fiiiftrates 
expectation, it fhall be compenfated by a more elaborate 
compoj[ition as foon as I return to the dwelling of the 
Mufes. 

LondoD, March 26, 1025. 



To Alexander Gill. 

1 heceived your letters and your poem, with 
^hich I was highly delighted^ and in which I difcover the 
majefty of a poet, and the ftyle of Virgil. I knew how 
impoffible it would be for a perfon of your genius en- 
tirely to divert his mind from the culture of the Mufes, 
and to extinguiih thole heavenly emotions, and that 
facred and ethereal fire which is kindled in your heart. 
jFor what Claudian faid of himfelf may be faid of you, 
ivour ** whole foul is inftindl with the fire of Apollo." 
If therefore, on this occafion, you have broken your own 
promifes, I here commend the want of conflancy which 
you mention ; I commend the want of virtue, if any 
want of virtue there be. But, in referring the merits of 
your poem to my judgment, you confer on me as great 
an honour as the Gods would if the contending mufical 
immortals had called me in to adjudge the palm qf vie- 
6 tqiy; 
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tory ; as poets babble that it formerly fell to the lot of 
Imolus the guardian of the Lydian mount. I know- 
not whether 1 ought to congratulate Henry Naflau more 
on the capture of the city or the compofition of your 
poems. For I think that this victory produced nothing 
more entitled to diftin(5lion and to fame than your 
poem. But fince you celebrate the fuccefles of our 
allies in lays fo harmonious and energetic, what may we 
not expert when our own fuccefles call for the con- 
gratulations of your mufc ? Adieu, learned fir, and be- 
lieve me greatly obliged by the favour of your verfes, 

London, May 20^ 1628. 



III. 

To the fame. 

In my former letter I did not fo much anfwer 
yours as deprecate the obligation of then anfwering it; 
and therefore at the time I tacitly promifed that you 
ihould foon receive another, in which I \vould reply 
at length, to your friendly challenge. But, though I 
had not promifed this, it would moft juflly be your due, 
fince one of your letters is full worth two of mine, or 
rather, on an accurate computation, worth a hundred. 
When your letter arrived I was ftrenuoufly engaged in 
that work concerning which I had given you fome ob- 
fcure hints, and the execution of which could not be 
delayed. One of the fellows of our college, wh6 was to 
be tne refpondent in a philofophical difputation for his 
degree, engaged me to fumifti him with fome verfes, 
which are annually required on this occafion ; fince he 
bimfelf had long negle6lcd fuch frivolous purfuits, and 
was then intent on more ferious ftudics. Of thefe verfes 
I fcnt you a printed copy, fince I knew both your dif- 
criroinating tafie in poetry, and your candid allowances 
for poetry like mine. If you drill in your turn deign to 
communicate to me any of your produdlions^ you will, 
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I can aflure you, find no one to whom they will give 
more delight, or who will mdre impartially endeavour to 
eftimate their worth. For as often as I recoUeA the topics 
of your converfation (the lofs of which I regret even in 
this feminary of erudition), Icannot help painfully refleft- 
ing on what advantages I am deprived by your abfehce, 
fince I never left your company without an increafe of 
.knowledge, and always had recourfe to your mind as to 
an emporium of literature. Among us, as far as I know, 
there are only two or three, who, without any acquaint- 
ance with criticifm or philofophy, do not inftantly en- 
gage with raw and untutored judgments in the ftudy of 
tneology ; and of this they acquire only a flender fmat- 
tering, not more than fufficient to enable them to patch 
together a fcrmon with fcraps pilfered, with little dif- 
crimination, from this author and from that. Hence I 
fear, left our clergy (hould relapfe into the facerdotal 
ignorance of a former age. Since I find fo few aflbciates 
in ftudy here, I ftiould inftantly dire6l my fteps to Ix)n- 
don, if I had not determind to fpend the fummer vaca- 
tion in the depths of literary folitude, and, as it wei^e, 
hide myfelf in the chamber of the mufes. As you dp 
this every day, it would be injuftice in me any longer 
to divert your attention or engrofs your time. Adieu. 

Cambridge, July 2, 1628. / 



IV. 

jTo Thomas Jurb. 

On reading your letter, my excellent tutor, I find 
only one fupcrfluous paflage, an apology for not writing 
to me fooner ; for though nothing gives me more plea- 
fure than to hear from you, how can I or ought 1 to ex- 
pe<Sl that you fhould always have Icifure enough from 
more ferious and more facred engagements to write to 
me; particularly when it is kindnefs, and not duty^ 
which prompts you to write ? Your many recent fer- 
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▼ices muft prevent me from entertaining any fufpicion of 
your forgetfulnefs or negleft. Nor do I fee how you 
could poffibly forget one on whom you had conferred 
£j many favours. Having an invitation into your part 
of the country in the fpring, I (hall readily accept it, 
that I may enjoy the delicioufnefs of the fcafon as well 
as that of your converfation ; and that I may withdraw 
myfclf for a Ihort time from the tumult of the city to 
your rural manfion, as to the renowned portico of ^no 
or Tufculan of Tully, where you live on your little farm 
with a moderate fortune, but a princely mind ; and 
where you pra6life the contempt, and triuoiph over the 
temptations of ambition, pomp» luxury, and all that fol<^ 
lows the chariot of fortune, or attracts the gaze and ad- 
miration of the thoughtlefs multitude. I hope that you 
who deprecated the blame of delay, will pardon me for 
my precipitance ; for, after deferring this letter to the 
laii:, I chofe rather to write a few lines, however de- 
ficient in elegance, dian to fay nothing at all. 

Adieu^ reverend fin 

€^mbridge» July 11^ 1628. 



v: 

7b Alexander Gill. 

Ip you had made me a prefent of a piece of plate, or 
any other valuable which excites the admiration of man- 
kind. I ihouldnot be afliamedin my turn to remunerate 
you, as far as my circumflances would permit. But (ince 
you, the day before yefterday, prefented me with an ele- 
gant and b^utiful poem in Hendecafyllabic verfe, which 
far exceeds the wonh of gold, you have increafed my 
iblicitude to difcover in what manner I may requite the 
favour of fo acceptable a gift. I had by me at the time 
no compofitions in a like ilyle which I thought at all 
fit to come in compeU^ion w;iU;i U^? excellence of your 
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performance. I fend you therefore a corapofition which 
is not entirely my own, but the produ6tion of a truly in- 
fpired bard, from whom I laft week rendered this ode 
into Greek Heroic verfe, as I was lying in bed before 
the day dawned, without any previous deliberation, but 
with a certain ipipelling faculty, for which I know not 
how to account. By his help who does not lefs furpafs 
you in his fubjeft than you d® me in the execution,! have 
fent fomething which may ferve to reftore the equili- 
brium between us. If you fee reafon to find fault with 
any particular paflage, I muft inform you that, from the 
time I left your fchool, this is the firfl: and the laft piece 
I have ever compofed in Greek ; fince, as you know, I 
have attended more to Latin and to Englifti compofition. 
He who at this time employs his labour and his time in 
writing Greek is in danger of writing what will never 
be read. Adieu, and expeft to fee me, God willing, at 
London on Monday among the bookfellers. In the 
mean time, if you have intereft enough with that Do<5lor 
who is the mailer of the college to promote my bufinefs, 
I befeech you to fee him as fo.on a§ poffible, and tp adt 
as your friendlhip for me may prompt 

From my v;Ila, Decemb. 4, 1634. 



VI. 

To Cabolo Deodati. 

I CLEARLY fee that you are determined not to be 
overcome in filence ; if this be to, you (hall have the 
palm of vidtory for I will write firft. Though, if the 
reafons which make each of us fo long in writing to the 
other fhould ever be judicially examined, it will ap- 
pear that I have many more excufes for not writing 
than you. For it is well known, and you well kuowt 
that I am naturally flow in writing, and averfe to write i 
Mrhile you, either from difppfition pr from habit, feem 
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to have little relu6Vance in engaging in thefe literary 
(rpoo^eovn^f k) allocutions. It is alio in my favour, that your 
method of ftudy is fuch as to admit of frequent inter*- 
niptions, in which you vifit your friends, write letters^ 
or go abroad ; but it is my way to fufFer no impcdi- 
menty no love of eafe, no avocation whatever, to chill 
the ardour, to break the continuity, or divert the com- 
pletion of my literary purfuits. From this and no other 
reafons it often happens that I do not readily employ 
my pen in any gratuitous exertions ; but I am not, ne- 
verthelefs, my dear Deodati, a very fluggilh correfpon- 
dent i nor has it at any time happened that I ever left 
any letter of yours unanfwered till another came. So I 
hear that you write to the bookfeller and often to your 
brother, either of whom, from their nearnefs would rea- 
dily have forwarded any communication from you tp . 
me. But what I blame you for is, for not keeping your 
promife of paying me a vifit when you left the city; a 
promife which, if it had once occurred to your thoughts, 
would certainly have forcibly fuggefled the neceflity of 
writing, Thefe are my reafons for expoflulation and 
cenfure. You will look tg your own defence. But 
what can occafion your filence ? Is it ill-health ? Are 
there in ihofe parts any literati with whom you may 
play and prattle as we ufed to do ? When do you re- 
turn ? How long do you mean to flay among the Hy- 
perboreans ? I wifli you would give me an anfwer to 
each of thefe quefiions ; and that you may not fuppofe 
that I am quite unconcerned about what relates to you, 
I muft inform you that in the beginning of the autumn 
I went out of my way to fee your brother, in order to 
learn how you did. And lately when I was accidentally 
informed in London that you were in town, I inftantly 
baftened to your lodgings ; but it was only the fliadow 
of a dream, for you were i\6 where to be found. 
Wherefore, as fooq as you can do it without any incon- 
venience to yourfelf, I befeech you to take up your 
quarters where we may ^t leaft be able occalionally to 
vifit one another ; for I hope that you would not be a 
difierent neighbour to us in the country than you are ia 
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town. But this is as it pleafee God. I have much to 
fey to you concerning rayfelf and my ftudies, but I would 
rather do it when we meet, and as to-morrow I am 
about to return into the country, and am bufy in mak- 
ing preparations for my journey, I have but juft time 
to fcribble this. Adieu, 
Ixjndoo, Sept. 7, 1637. 



vn. 

To the fame. 

Most of my other friends think it enough to" 
rive me one farewell in (heir letters, but I fee why you 
do it fo often i for you give me to underftand that your 
tnedical authority is now added to the potency, and fub- 
fervient to the completion of thofe general expreflions 
of good-will which are nothing but words and air. 
You with me my health fix hundred times, in as great a 
quantity as I can wifli, as I am able to he.u, or even 
more than this. Truly, you fliould be appoinicd butler 
to the houfe of Health, whofe (lores you fo laviflily 
beflow ; or at leaft health Ihould become your parafite, 
lince you fo lord it over her, and command her at your 
pleafure. I fend you therefore my congratulations and 
my thanks, both on account of your fiiendlhlp and your 
ikill. I was long kept waiting in oxpeftalion of 
a letter from you, which you had engaged to write; 
but when no letter came my old regard for you 
fufTcFcd not, I can affure you, the fraalleft diminution, 
for I had fuppofed that the' fame apology for re- 
taiffnefs, which you had employed in the beginning 
of our conefpondence, you would again employ. This 
Was a fuppofitipn agreeable to truth and to the inti- 
rnacy between us. For I do not think that ^rue friend- 
Ihip confifts in the freqiieniy of letters, or in pfofef- 
lions of regard, which may be counterfeited j but it is 
■fo deeply rooted in the heart and affections, ^8'fo fnp- 
port itfelf againft the rudeft blaft ; and .when it origi- 
nates 



nates in iincenty and virtue, it may remain through life 
without fufpicion and without blame, even when there 
ifi no longer any reciprocal interchange of kindneifes. 
For the cheriihing aliment of a friendlhip fuch a&this^ 
there is not fo much need of letters as of a lively recol- 
]c<5lion of each other's virtues. And though you have 
not written, you have fomething that may fupply the 
omiflion : your probity writes to me in your flcad ; it is 
a letter ready written on the innermoft menibrane of the 
heart ; the fimplicity of your manners, and the re Aitude 
of your principles, ferve as correfpondehts in your 
place i your genius, which is above the common levels 
.writes, and ferves in a ftill greater degree to endear you 
to me. But now you have got pofleffion of this def- 
potic citadel of medicine, do not alarm me with the 
menace of being obliged to (epay thofe fix hundred 
healths which you have bellowed, if 1 fhould, which 
God forbid, ever forfeit your friendfhip. Remove that 
formidable battery which you feem to have placed upon 
my bread to keep off all jficknefs but what comes by 
your permiliion. But that you may not indulge any 
cxcefs of menace I mufl inform you, that I cannot help 
loving you fuch as you are; for whatever the Deity 
may have beftowed upon me in other refpedls, he has 
certainly infpired me, if any ever were infpired, with a 
paffion for the good and fair. Nor did Ceres, accord- 
ing to the fable, ever feek her daughter Proferpine 
with fuch unceafing folicitude as I have fought this 
Ts Kptxi liioLv, this perfect model of the beautiful in all the 
forms and appearances of things (iroXAai yap fAop(peti rw 
Aa^fAwtm, many are the forms of the divinities.) I am 
wont day and night to continue my fearch ; and I fol- 
low in the way in which you go before. Hence, I fiscl 
an imefiflible impulfe to cultivate' the friendfhip of him, 
who, defpifing the prejudiced and falfe conceptions of 
the vulgar, dares to think, to fpeak, and to be that 
which the hightfl wifdom has in every age taught to 
be the beft. But if my difpofition or my defliny were 
fuch that I could without an^ conflii^l or any toil 
emerge to the higheft pitch of diftin<Stion and of praife $ 
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there would neverthelefs be rlo prohibition, either humaa 
or divine, againft my conftantly cherilhing and revering 
thofe, who have either obtained the fame degree of 
glory, or are fuccefsfully labouring to obtain it. But 
now I am fure that you wifli me to gratify your curiofity, 
and to let you know what I have been doing or am 
meditating to do. Hear me, my Deodati, and fufFer me 
for a moment to fpeak without blulhing in a more lofty 
flrain. Do you aik what I am meditating ? by the 
help of heaven, an immortality of fame. But what ana 
I doing ? vT^o(f)vuj I am letting my wings grow and 
preparing to fly ; but my Peg^us has not yet feathers 
enough to foar aloft in the fields of air. I will now tell 
you ferioufly what I delign ; to take chambers in one 
of the inns of court, where I may have the benefit of a 
pleafant and Ihady walk ; and where with a few aflToci- 
atcs I may enjoy more comfort when I choofe to ftay at 
home, and have a more elegant fociety when I choofe 
to go abroad. In- my prefcnt fituation, you know in 
. What obfcurity I am buried, and to whatinconveniencics 
I am expofed. You Ihall likewife have fome informa- 
tion refpedling my ftiidieSi I went through the perufal 
of th6 Greek authors to the time when they ceafed to be 
Greeks ; I was long employed in unravelling the obfcurc 
hiftory of the Italians under the Lombards, the 
Franks, and Germans, to the time when they received 
their liberty from Rodolphus king of Germany. From 
that time it will be better to read feparately the particu- 
lar tranfactions of each ftate. But how are you em- 
ployed ? How long will you attend to your domeilic 
ties and forget your city connections ? But unlefs this 
novercal hoftility be more inveterate than that of the 
Dacian or Sarmatian, you will feel it a duty to vifit me 
in my winter quarters. In the mean time, if you can 
do it without inconvenience, I will thank you to fend 
me Juftinian the hiflorian of Venice. I will' cither 
k«*ep it carefully till your arrival, or if you had rather^ 
will foon fend it back again. Adieu. 

London, Sapt. 23, 1637. 
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VIII. 
To Benisditto Bonomattai, a Flormtine. 

I AM glad to hear, my dear Bonomattai^ that 
you are preparing new inftitutes of your native language^ 
and have jufl: brought the work to a concluiion. The 
way to fame which you have chofen is the fame as that 
which fome perfons of the firft genius have embraced ; 
and your fellow- citizens feem ardently to expedl that 
you will cither illuftrate or amplify, or at leaft polifh 
and methodize the labours of your predece0brs. By 
fuch a work you will lay your countrymen under no 
common obligation, which they will be ungrateful if 
they do not acknowledge. For I hold him to deferve 
the higheil praife who fixes the principles, and forms 
jtbc manners of a (late, and makes the wifdom of his ad- 
miniftration confpicuous both at home and abroad. 
fiut I ailign the fecond place to him, who endeavours 
by precepts and by rules to perpetuate that ftyle and 
idiom of fpecch and compofition which have flourifhed 
in the purell: periods of the language, and who, as it 
were, throws up fuch a trench around it that people 
may be prevented from going beyond the boundary 
almoft by the terrors of a Romulean prohibition. If 
wc compare the benefits which each of thefe confer, we 
ihall find that the former alone can render the inter- 
courfe of the citizens jufl and confcientious, but that 
the laft gives that gentility, that elegance, that refine- 
ment, which are next to be defired. The one infpires 
lofty courage and intrepid ardour againfl the invafion of 
an enemy i the other exerts himfelf to annihilate that 
barb^rifm which commits more extenfive ravages on 
the minds of men, which is the intelline enemy of 
genius and literature, by the tafte which he infpires, 
and the good authors which he caufes to be read. Nor 
do I think it a matter of little moment whether the 
language of a people be vitiated or refined^ whether 
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the popular idiom be erroneous or corrc6l. This con 
^deration was more than once found falutary at Athene 
It is the opinion of Plato, that changes in the drefs ani 
habits of the citizens portend great commotions am 
changes in the Hate ; and I am inclined to believe, tha 
when the language in common ufc in any country be 
comes irregular and depraved, it is followed by thei 
♦ ruin or their degradation. For what do terms ufe 

without fkill or meaning, which are at once corrupt an< 
mifapplied, denote but a people liftlefs, fupine, and rip 
for fervitude ? On the contrary, we have never heard c 
any people or flate which has not fiourifhed in fom 
degree of profperity as long as their language has re 
tained its elegance and its purity. Hence, , my Bene 
ditto, you may be induced to proceed in executinjg 
work fo ufeful to your country, and may clearly fc 
what an honourable and permanent claim* you willhav 
to the approbation and the gratitude of your fellow 
citizens. Thus much I have faid not to make you ac 
quainted with that of which you were ignorant, but be 
caufe I was perfuaded that you are more intent on ferv 
ing your country than in confidering the juft titl< 
which 'you have to its remuneration. I will nov 
mention the favourable opportunity which you have, i 
you vviiH to embrace it, of obliging foreigners, amonj 
whom tljere is no one at all confpicuous for genius o 
for eleg^ce who does not make the Tufcan language 
his delight , and indeed confider it as an eilential par 
of education, particularly if he be only flightly tine 
tured v^ith the literature of Greece or of Rome. I wh( 
certainly haVe not. merely wetted the tip of my lips ii 
, the ftream of thofe languages, but in proportion to m] 

years, have fwallowed the moft copious draughts, cai 

SI fometimes retire with avidity and deliglit to feaft oi 
ante, Petrarch, and many others ; nor has Athens itfcl 
been able to confine me to the tranfparent wave of it 
Iliflas, nor antient Rome to the banks of its Tiber, f< 
as to prevent my vifiting with delight the flream 6 
the Arne, and the hills of Faefolae. A ftranger fron 
the Ihores of the fartheft ocean, I have now fprtit fobi 
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days among you, and am become quite enamoured of 
your nation. Conlider whether there were fufficient 
reafon for my preference, that you may more readily re- 
member what I foeameftly importune; that you would, 
for the fake of foreigners add fomething to the grammar 
which you have begun, and indeed al-noft finiftied, 
concemmg the right pronunciation of the language, and 
made as eafy as the nature of the fubjedl will admit. 
The other critics in your language feem to this day to 
have had no other delign than to fatisfy their own coun- 
trymen, without taking any concern about any body 
clfc. Though I think that they would have provided 
better for their own reputation and for the glory of the 
Italian language, if they had delivered their precepts in 
foch a manner as if it was for the intereft of all men to 
learn their language. But,, for all them, we might think 
that you Italians wiftied to confine your wifdom within 
the pomaerium of the Alps. This praife therefore, which 
no one ha^ anticipated, will be entirely yours immacu- 
late and pure j nor will it be lefs fo if you will be at the 
pains to point out who may jufUy claim the fecond 
nnk of fame after the renowned chiefs of the Floren-* 
tine literature ; who excels in the dignity of tragedy, 
or the feftivity and elegance of comedy ; who has fhown 
acQtenefs of remark or depth of refle6lion in his epiftles 
or dialogues; to whom belongs the grandeur of the 
UAoric ftyle. Thus it will be eafy for the ftudent to 
dipofe the beft writers in every depaitment ; and if he 
wifhes to extend his refearches farther, he will know 
which way to tak^. Among the anticnts you will in 
thisrefpeft find Cicero andFabius deferving of your 
imitation ; but I know not one of your own country- 
men who does. But though I think as often as I have 
mentioned this fubjedl that your courtefy and benignity 
have induced you to comply with my requeft, I am 
unwilling that thofe qualities ihould deprive you of 
the homage of a more poliihed and elaborate entreaty. 
For fince your fingular modefty is fo apt to depreciate 
your own performances ; the dignity of the fubje6t, and 
uxf rcfpe^ for you, will not fuffer me to rate them 

below 
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below their worth. And it is ccrtainlj^ juft that he wt 
Ihows the greateft facility in complying with a reque 
ihould not receive the lefs honour on account of h 
compliance. On this occafion I have employed tl 
Latin rather than your own language, that I might i 
Latin confefs my imperfedl acquaintance with that lar 
guage which I wifli you by your precepts to embellil 
and adorn. And I hoped that if I invoked the vcnei 
able Latian mother, hoary with years, and crowned wit 
the refpe6t of ages, to plead the caufe of her daughte 
I fhould give to my requeft a force and authority whic 
nothing could refift. Adieu. 

Florence, Sept. 10, l638. 



IX. 

To Luke Holstein, in the Vatican at Rome. 

Though in my paflage through Italy, many pci 
fons have honoured njc with lingular and memoraU 
proofs of their civility and friendfhip, yet on fo fhort a 
acquaintance I know not whether I can truly fay thi 
any one ever gave me ftronger marks of his regard tha 
yourfelf. For, when I went to vifit you in the Vaticai 
though I was not at all known to you, except perhap 
from the incidental mention of Alexander Cherion, yo 
received me with the ulmoft affability and kindne&« Yo 
afterwards obligingly admitted me into the Mufeum^ yo 
permitted me to fee the precious rcpolitory of literatun 
and many Greek MSS. adorned with your own obfei 
vations \ fome of which have never yet feen the ligbi 
but feem, like the fpirits in Virgil, 

In a green valley the pent fpirits lay. 
Impatient to behold the realms of day, 

to demand the parturient labours, of the prefs. Som 
of them you have already publilhed, which are greedil 
received by the learned. You prefented me with copic 
of thefe on my departure. And I cannot but impute i 
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lb your kind mention of me to the nohlc drdinal FVan- 
cifco Barberino, that at a grand mulical entertainment 
which he gave, he waited for me at the door, fought me 
out among the crowd, took me by the hand, and intro- 
duced me into the palace with every mark of the moil 
flattering dlAindlion. When I went the next day to 
render him my acknowledgments for this his gracious 
condefcenfion, it was you who obtained me an interview, 
in which I experienced a degree of civility and kindnefs 
greater than I had any rcafon to expedl from a perfon of 
nis high dignity and charadier. I know not, mod 
learned Hoiftein, whether I am the only Engliihman 
to whom you have fhovvn fo much friendlhip and re- 
gard, or whether you are led to (how the fame to all my 
countrymen, from a recollection of the three years which 
you pafled at the univerfity of Oxford. If this be the 
cafe you generoufly pay to our dear England the fees of 
her education ; and you both deferve the grateful ac- 
knowledgments of each individual in particular, and of 
our country in general. But if this di(lin6lion was 
ihown exdufively to me, if you fele<5led me as worthy of 
your friendlhip, I congratulate myfelf on your prefer- 
ence, while I think your candour greater than my de- 
fert I ilrenuoufly urged my friends, according to your 
inftrudlions, to infpedt the Codex Mediceus ; though 
they have at prefent but little hope of being able to do it. 
For in that library nothing can be tranfcribcd, nor even 
a pen put to paper without pcrmiflion being previoufly 
obtained; but they fay that there is at Rome one John 
Baptifta Donio, who is daily expelled at Florence where 
he has been invited to read lectures on the Greek lan- 
guage, and by whom you may eafily obtain the objedl 
of your wilhes. It would indeed have been far more 
srateful to me if I could have been at all inftrumcntal 
in promoting thofe honourable and illuilrious puifuits 
in which you are engaged ; and which it behoves all 
men, on all occafions and in all circumflances, to pro- 
mote. I add that you will lay me under new obliga- 
tions if you will exprcfs my warmed acknowledgmeots, 
and my moil refpedful compliments to the mofl noble 

Cardinal, 



XVl 

Cardinal, whofe great virtues and whofe honeft xcal, Ic 
favourable to the encouragement of all the liberal arts 
. are the conftant obje<?ls of my admiration. Nor can ] 
look without reverence on that mild, and if I may fo fpeak 
t that lowly loftinefs of mind^ which is exalted by it 

own humiliation, and to which we may apply a vcrfe ii 
the Ceres of Callimachus, 

On th* earth he treads, but to the heaven^ he foars. 






I 
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His condu6l rnay ferve to iliow other princes that i 
forbidding fup^rcilioufnefs and a dazzling parade o 
power are quite incompatible with real magnanimity 
Nor do I think that while he lives any one will regre 
the lofs of the Efti, the Farnefe, or the Medici, whc 
formerly efpoufed with fo much zeal the patronage 
of literature. Adieu moil: learned Hplilein, and if yoi 
think me worthy of the honour, rank me I befeech you 
for the future, wherever I may be, among tbofe who an 
moil attached to you and to the fludie9 in which yof 
^ are engaged. 

TloreDce, M^vth 30> 1639. 
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^To Carolq Deodati, a Florentine Noble. 

I DERIVED, my dear Charles, from the uncx 

periled receipt of your letter a pleafure greater than I cai 

exprefs ; but of which you may have fome notion fron 

I the pain with which it was attended; and without ; 

mixture of which hardly any great pleafure is conccdec 
to mankind. While I was perufing the firfl lipes o 
yours, in which the elegance of expreffion feems to con 
teft the palm with the tendemefs of friendlhip, I £e] 
nothing but an unmingled purity of joy, particular!' 
when 1 found you labouring to make £riendfhip wii 
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Che i>ruie. Bttt as foon as I cattie to that paffages itt 
which yott tell me that you had previoufly fent me three 
letteis which inuft have been loft, then the liraplicity of 
my joy began to be iitibued with grief and agitated with 
regret. But fomething more difaftrous foon appears* 
It is often a fubjed of forrowful refledtion to me, that 
thole with whom I have been either fortuitoufly or le- 
gally aflbciated by contiguity of place, or fome tie of 
little moment, are continually at hand to infeft my home, 
to ftun me with their noife and wade me with vexation> 
while thofe who are endeared to me by the clofeft fym- 
pothy of manner^, of taftes and purfoits, are almoft all 
withheld from my embrace either by death or an in- 
faperable diftance of place $ and have for the mod part 
been fo rapidly hurried from my light, that my profpc6l8 
fccm continualiy folitary, and my heart perpetually de- 
flate. With a lively pleafure do I read your anxious 
enquiries about my health iince I left Florence, and 
your uninteniiitted reco!le<^ions of our intimacy. Thofe 
recollections have been reciprocal, though I thought 
that they had been cherifhed by me alone. I would 
not conceal from you that my departure excited in me 
the moft poignant fenfations of uneafinefs, which revive 
with increafed force as often as 1 recollecSb that I left fo 
many companions fo engaging, and fo many friends fo 
kind, €olle<5led in one city ^ which is, alas, fo far re-* 
moved; which imperious circumilances compelled mc 
to quit againft my inclination^ but which was and is to 
me moft dear. I appeal to the tomb of Damon which 
I ihall ever cheriih and revere ; his death occafioned the 
moft bitter forrow and regret, which I could find no 
iDoie eafy way to mitigate than by-recalling the memory 
of thofe times, when, with thofe perfons, atid partictH 
larly with you, I tafted blifs without alloy.. This you 
would have known long iince, if you received my poem 
on that obcafioB. , I had it carefully fent, that whatever 
poetical merit it might poffefs, the few verfes which are 
included in the manner of an emblem, might afford no 
doubtful proof of my* love for you. I thought that by this 
means i ihould entice you or fome otlier perfons to 
write } for if 1 wrote fir ft it feemed neccflary that I 
Vol. I. c ihould 
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fliQuld write to ally as if I wrote to one exclofively I 
feared that I fhould give oifence to the te& ; fincc I 
liope that many are ilill left who might jufily claim the 
peHprmance of this duty. But you, by firft addr^ing 
me ia a manner fo truly friendly, and by a triple repe« 
titton of epiftolary kindnefs, have laid me under an ob*' 
ligation to write to you, and have exonerated me from 
the oenfure of thofe to whom I do not write. Thou^ 
J muft Gonfefs that I found other reafons for filenoe in 
thefe convulfions which my country has experienced 
iince my return home, whidi neceflarily diverted my 
attention from the profecution of my iludies to the pre* 
fervation of my property and my life. For can yoa 
imagine that I could have leifure to tafte the fweets of 
literary eafe while fo many battles were fought, fo 
much blood ihed, and while fo much ravage prevailed 
among my fellow-citizens ? But even in the midft of 
this terapeihious period, I have publiihed fevend wor^oi 
in my native language, which if they had not been 
written in Englifh, I (hould have pleafure in fending 
to you, whofe judgment I fo much revere. My Latin 
.poems I will foon fend as you deiire ; and this I ihould 
have done long ago without being defired, if I had not 
iufpe6ted that (owe rather harfh expreffions which they 
contained againft the Roman pontiff would have ren- 
dd:ed them leis plealing to your ears. Now I requeft 
whenever I mention the rites of your religioa in my 
own way, that you will prevail on your friends (for I 
am under no apprehenfions from vou) to ihow me the 
iame indulgence not only which tney did to AUgerius 
and to Petrarch on a fimilaroccafion, but which you did 
formerly with fuch lingular benevolence to the freedom 
of my eonveriation on topics of religion. With pleafure 
I perufed your defcription of the i^neral of kinp Louii. 
J. do not acknowledge the infpiration of that vu^ur and 
tneroenaryMercury whom you jooofely profefs to wodhip^ 
but of that Mercury who excels in eloquence, who is dear 
to the Mufes and the patron of men of genius. It remaina 
for us to hit upon fome method by which our cotP> 
fpondence may in future be carried on with greater m- 
gidarity and fewer interruptions. This does not ieem 

▼cry 



very difficult j when we have fo many merchant! who 
trade £6 extenfively with us ; \vhofe agents pafs to and 
fro evcfy week^ and whofe (hips are failing backward 
tnd forward almoft as often. Jn the mean timei my 
dear Charles, farewell, and prefent my kind wiihes to 
Cultdiinoy Francifco^ Trefcobaldo^ MaltateAo* the 
younger Clemantillo, and every other inquiring friend, 
sod to all jhe members of the Gaddian academy. Adieu. 

London^ Aprir21« \647. 
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Ti^HsEifANN Mli#L£S^ Secretary to th Count 9/ Oldtnm 

burgh. 

m 

Bbfohs I return any anfwer, moft noble Her-* 

mum, to your letter which I received on the 17t^ of 

December, I will firft explain the reafons why 1 did not 

write before, that you may not impute to me tlie blame 

fo( a fileoce whica has 10 long continued. Firj(l, the 

4clay waa occai^oned by ill-he^th^ whofc hofi|lities 1 

hxvc' now almoil perpetually to combat j ncxt^ by p. 

amfe of ill-health, a neceflary and fuqiden removal to 

aootber houfe, which had accidentally begun to tak^e 

place on the day that your letter arrived ; and l^ly, bv 

uame that I had uq intelligence concerning your Im}u- 

ne&j which I thought that it would be agreeable to 

communicate. For the day before ycilerday when I 

accidentally met the Lord Froft, and anxioufly ^nquire^ 

of him whether any anfwer to you had bieen r^folved 

on ? (for the fiate of my health oflen kept me from the 

cpQDcil) he replied not without emotion, that nothii^ 

had been refofved on, and tliat he could make no pro* 

flreia in expediting the bufipefs, I thought it therefore 

oetter to be iilent for a time, than immediately to write 

vhat I knew that it would be irkfomc for you to liear, 

but rather to wait tiU I fhould have the pl(:alurc to 
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communicate what I Was fure it would give you fo 
much pleitfurc to know. • This I hope that I have to-da^ 
accompliflicd ; for when thad more thanonoe reminded 
the prcfident of your bufinefs, he replied that to-momnr 
they would difcufe what anfwcr ihcy ftiould give. ' If I 
aiA ^'■ftrUt as I endeavoured, to give you intelligence 
Af this Qvent^ I. think that it will contribute greatly to 
.your Tatisfatdion, and will-feif-ve as a fpecimen of my 
zeal for the promotion of your interefls. 

Wcflminfter. 



To the renowned Leonard PhilabAi the Atheman. 

■ I WAS in fomc meafure made acquainted, mod 
acconopliftied Philara, with your good-will towards me, 
and with your favourable opinion of my defehcc Of the 
people of England, by your letters to the Lord Auger, a 
perfon'fo renowned for his fingular integrity in execut- 
ing the erabaflies of the republic. I thcU received your 
com^liihcnts with your pifture anA an eulogy worthy Q^ 
your virtues; and, laftly, a letter full of civility and 
kindnefs. I who am not wont to dci'pife the genius of 
the German, the Dane, and Swede, could riot but fet the 
highefl value on your applaufe, *ho were born at 
Athens jtfelf, and who afttr having happily ' finiflied 
your fludies in Italy, obtained the moft Iplendid dif- 
tin<£lioh8' and the higheft honours. For if Alexander 
the Great, ' when waging war in' the diftaiit Eaft, de- 
daftd that he encountei-ed fo many dangers and fo 
"many trials for the fake of having 'his praifes celebrated 
by the Athenians, Ought not I to cohgratulat'fi'rayfe!f tAi 
receiving the praifed of a irian in whoni aTotife the talents 
and the virtues of the antfeht Atheniaiis f^em to recover 
their frertinefs and Aiei^ ^''cngfh after fo long an ifjtef- 
val of coiTupiion and' decay: Tb the writings of'tbdfe 
iJI,uftrio|US men which ydur city has produced, in the 
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Mrofal of which I have been occupied from my yoath^' 
It is with pleafure I confefs that I am indebted for ail 
my proficiency in literature. Did I pofl[e& their com- 
mand of language and their force of perfualion I ihould 
fed the higheft iatisfa^lion in employing them to excite 
oor armies and oar fleets to deliver Greece, the parent 
of eloquence, from the defpotifm of the Ottomans., 
Soch is the enterprize in which you fcem to wilh to irii- 
plore my aid.' And what did formerly men of the 
greateft courage and- eloqueifice deem more noble or 
more glorious, than by their orations or their valour to 
aflert the liberty and independence of the Greeks ? But 
we ought beiides to attempt, what is, I thiok, of tho 
greateft moment, to inflame the prefent Greeks with an 
ardent defire to emulate the virtue, the induftry, the 
patience of their antient progenitors ; and this we cannot 
hope to fee efiedted by any one but youjFfelf, and for which 
you feem adapted by the fplendour d your patriotifm, 
combined with fo much difcretion, formuch fkill in war, 
and fuch an unquenchable thirft ifor the recovery of 
jour antient liberty. Nor do I think that the Greeks 
would be wanting to themfelves, . nor that any other 
people would be wanting to the Greeks, Adieu. 

Londoo^ Jan. l652. 



xiir. 

To RiCHABD HeTH. 

If I were able, my excellent friend, to render 
yon any fervice in the promotion of your Aud>cs, which 
atbcft could have been but very fmall, I rejoice on 
more accounts than one, that that fervice, though fo 
long unknown, was befiowed on fo fruitful and fo 
genial a foil, which has produced an honed pador to the 
church, a good citizen to our. country, and to me a moll 
acceptable friend. Of this I am well aware, not only 
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£n6m tlie general habits of yotir lifd, but ffom the jvA'^ 

Ihefs of yoaf religiotia atid political opinions, and pauv 

ticularlj from the eltraondinary ardour of your gratis 

tude which no abience> no change of circumftancefe> or 

lapfe of time can cither extingoim or impair. Nor it it 

poffible till you haTe made a more than ordinilry pio^ 

grefs in virtue^ in piety, and in the improvement of the 

mind and heart, to feel fo much gratitude towards thofe 

who have in the leaft aflifted you iti the acquifition. 

Wherefore, my pnpil, a name which with your leave I 

will eniiploy, be afluroi that you are among the firfl ob-> 

je^ of itay regard ; nor would any thing be more agree«t 

able to mei if ybur circumftances permit as much as your 

inclination, than to have you take up your abode fome« 

where in my neighbourfaoodi where we may often fsm 

each other, and mutually profit. by the reciprocations of 

kindnefs and i^«^terature. But this muft be as God 

pleafes, and as yoii think beft^ Yout future communi* 

cations may, if you pleafe, be in our own language, left 

(though you arc nb mekn proficient in Latin compo* 

fition) the labour of writing ihould make each of us 

jXKxre averfe to write ; and that we may freely difclofe 

every fenfation of our hearts without being impeded by 

the fhackles of a foreign language. YoO may fafely 

entruft the care of your letters to iny fervant of thsi 

family which you mention. Adieu- 

\Vcflminftcr, Dccemb. 13, 1 652. 



XIV. 

ToHeKky OhV1lJi^VIiGHf jiiJic Coujifellor to ik^ 

Senate of Bremen. 

I BECEiVBi) your former letters, piofl accom* 
plifhed fir, at the moment when your clerk was at the 
point of letting out on his return, fo that I had no 
power of returning you an anfwer at that time. Thi« 
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hm vntfzpeAed engagemebts conccumd to delajr, op I 
^MNdd not hare fcnt yon my Defence without any cooh 
idiment or apology ; and I have fince received another 
letter from you in which yoa return me moreampie 
tcknowledgments than the prefent deferved. And I had 
more than once an intention of fubftituting our Eng*^ 
liih for your Latin^ that you, who have fiucHed our lan« 
goage with more accuracy and fuccefs than any foreigner 
with whom I am acquainted^ might lofe no opportunity 
of writing it^ which I think that you would do with 
qtial el^nce and corre£hiefs. But in this refped you 
midl z& as you feel inclined. With refped to the fub- 
jed oi your letter you are clearly of my opinion^ that 
that cry to heaven could not have been audible by aiqf 
haaum being, which only ferves the more palpably to 
Ihow the effrontery of him who affimis with fo much 
audacity that he heard it Who he was you have 
caoled a doubt^ though long fince in fome converfations 
which we had on the fubjed jufl after your return irom 
Holland^ you feemed to have no doubt but that Moie 
was the author to whom the compoiition was in thofe 
parts unanimoufly afcribed. If you have received angr 
oxxt authentic information on this fubjeA I wilh that 
]rou would acquaint me with it. With refpe6t to the 
oxxle of handling the fubjedt I would willingly agree 
with you, and what could more readily perfuade me to 
do it than the unfeigned approbation of perfons fo zea- 
loufly attached to me as you are i if my health and the 
deprivation of my fight, which is more grievous than 
all the infimuties of age, or if the cries of thefe impof« 
tors will permit, I fhall readily be led to engage in 
other undertakings, though I know not whether they 
can be more noble or more rfeful; for what can be. 
more noble or more uleful i\ ' \ to vindicate the liberty 
of man ? An inadlive indolcuu; was never my delight^ 
but this unexpected contefl with the enemies of liberty 
has involuntarily withdrawn my attention from very 
different and more pleafurable purfuits. What I have 
done, and which I was under an obligation to do, I 
feel no reafon to regret, and I am far from thinking, as 
you feem to fuppofe, that I have laboured in vain. 
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But more on this at another opportunity. At pisArit 
adieu, mod learned fir» and number me amcmg your 
friends. . 



Weftnuofier, July 6, 1654. 
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XV. 

To Leonard Philaba, the Athtman. 

I HAVE always been devotedly attached to the 
literature of Greece, and particularly to that of your 
Athens ; and have never ceafed to chertfh the perfuafion 
that that city would one day make me ample recom- 
penfe for the" warmth of, my regard. The antient ge- 
nius of your renowned country has favoured the com- 
pletion of my prophecy in prefenting me with your 
iriendihip and efteem. Though J was known to you 
only by my writings, and we were removed to fuch a 
flidance from each other, you moft courteoufly addrefled 
me by letter; and when you unexpedtedly came to 
London, and faw me who could no longer fer, my af- 
flidtion which caufes none to regard me with greater 
admiration, and perhaps many even with feeUngs of 
fcontempt, excited your tendereft fympatby and concern. 
You woidd not fufFer me to abandon the hope of re- 
covering my fight, and informed me that you had an 
intimate friend at Paris, Dodor Thevenpt, who wa? 
particularly celebrated in diforders of the eyes, whor 
you would confult about mine, if I would enable you t 
Jay before him the caufes and the fymptoms of the con 
plaint. I will do what you defire, left I fhould feem 
rcjedt that aid which perhaps may be offered me ' 
heaven. It is now, 1 think, about ten years fince I p 
ceived my vifion to grow weak and dull ; and, at 
Jkme time, I was troubled with pain in my kidneys t 
bowels, accompanied with flatulency. In the momf 

if I began to readji as was my cuftom, my eyes infta 
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iched intehfdyy . bat w^re. 'mfrefhed sfter a little cor- 
p(xeal exercife. The candle which I looked at, fe^med 
-as it were encircled with a rainbow. Not long after 
the fight* in the left part of the left eye (which 1 loft 
jbme years before the other) became quite obfcui^ed; 
«id prevented me from difcecnihg any objedV on that 
fide The fight i in my other veye has now been gradii^ 
ally and fimlibly vanifhing away for about three y&irs ; 
ibme months before it had entirely perifhed, though I 
fiood motiofdefe, every diing which 1 looked at feemed 
in motion to and fro, A ftiff cloudy vapour feemed tb 
have fettled on my forehead and temples, which ufually 
occafions a fort of fomnolent preflTure upon my eyes, and 
particularly from dinner till the evening. So that I 
often recollect what is faid of the poet Fhineas in the 
Ai]gonautic8. 

A flopor deep his cloudy temples botind. 

And when he wa1k*d he feem'd as whirling round. 

Or in a (cd(Ac traofe he fpeecblori laj. 

I ought not to omit tjiat^ while I had any fight lefV, as 
/bon as I lay dov^n on my bed and turned on either fide 
a flood of light ufed to gufh from my clofed eyelids. 
Then as my fight became daily more impaired, the 
colours became more faintj and were emitted with a cer- 
tain inward crackling found ; but at prefcnt every fpecies 
of illumination being, as it were, cxtinguiflied, there 
is diffufed around me nothing but darknefs, or darknefs 
mingled and ftreaked with an afhy brown. Yet the 
darknefs in which I am perpetually imnierfed, feems 
always, both by night and day, to approach nearer to 
ivhite than black> and when the eye is rolling in its 
fbcket, it admits a little particle of light as through a 
chink. And though your phyfician may kindle a Imall 
inay of hope, yet I make up my mind to the malady as 
quite incurable ; apd I often refleft, that as the wife 
man admonifhes, days of darknefs arc dcftined to each 
of us, the darknefs which I experience, IcfsO|'prflfive 
than that of the tomb, is, owing to the fingular gopdiiefs 
of the Deity, pafTed amid the purfuits of literature and 
the cheering falutations of friendfhip. But it, h$ is 
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writteD, man ihall notllTC by bread Alone, fautby eveiy 
Wfird that proceodeth from the mouth of Gkid, why may 
not any one acquiefce in the privation of his fight, whm 
God baa io amply furoifhed his mind and his confcicnce 
with eyes. While he fo tenderly {nrovides for me, 
while he ib graciouily leads me by the band and con- 
ducts me on the way, I will, fince it is his pleaiiire^ 
rather rejoice than repine at being blind. And, my dear 
Fbilara, whatever may be the event I vnih you adiea 
with no lefs cooiagc imd conpafure thu if I bad tba 
eyes of a lynx. 

Weftnualler, Septemberas, 1634. 



XVI. 

To Leo ofj£»tmtit 

It is with great pleafure I find that ^u flill re- 
tain the fame regard for roe which you indicated while 
among us. With refpcft to the book concerning di- 
vorce, which you tay that you had engaged fome one to 
turn into Dutch, I would rather that you had engaged 
him to turn it into Latin. For I have already experienced 
bow tlie vulgar are wont to receive opinions, which are ' 
not agreeable to vulgar prejudice. I formerly wrote 
three treatifes on this fubjedt ; one in two books, in 
which the dodirinc of divorce is diSufely difcuftedi 
another which is entitled Tctrachordon, In which the 
four principal palTages in fcripture relative to the doo> 
trine are explamed; a third, Colafterion, which con- 
tains an anfwcr to fome vulgar fciolift. I know not 
which of thefc treatifes or which edition you have en- 
gaged him to tranflale. The firll treatife has beea 
twice publifbed, and the fecond edition is much enlarg- 
ed. If you have not already received this infoimation 
or wifli me to fend you the more corr&ft edition, oc the 
other treatifes, I fhall do it immediately, and with plea- 
fure. Fori do not wiihst prefent that tiiey' mould- 
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iMei?e any alteralioos or additions. If von perfift in 
your prefioit purpofe 1 wi0i you a faithfol tranflator 
ml cvejry fttccefs. 

Virdimliifiir, Feb. 6, lOM; 



XVII. 
7b EzBCHiEL ^9kJXH%iu^ of Geneva. 

I KNOW not how it happened that your letters 
were not delivered to me for three months after they 
were written. I hope that mine will have a more ex- 
peditions conveyance : for, owing to various engage- 
meott^ I have put off writing from day to day till I 
perceive that almoft another three months have elapfed. 
But I would not wifh you to filppofe that my regard for 
joa has experienced any diminution ; but that it has 
iither encreafed in proportion as i have more frequendy 
thcm^t of difcharging this epiflolary debt. The tardy 
performance of this duty feems to admit of this excufe 
that when it is performed after fo long a lapfe of time 
it is only a more clear confeflion that it was due. You 
are quite right in the fuppofition that I Jihall not be 
furpnfed at receiving the falutations of a foreigner, and 
yoa may be aifured that it is my maxim» to confider 
and to treat no good man as a Aranger ; that you are 
fudi I am well perfuaded^ 'both bccaule you are the fon 
of a father highly celebrated for his erudition and his 
piety ; and becaufe all good men think you good ; and 
Jafily, becaufe you hate the bad. With fuch pcrfoos 
fince it has alfo been my lot to be at war« Calandrinus 
very obligingly fignified to you^ that it would be highly 
grateful to me if you would lend me your afliflance 
againft our common enemy. That you have kindly 
done in your prefent letter, of which I have taken the 
liberty, without mentioning the author*sname, to iiifcrt 
a part in my Defence. This work I will fend you as 
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foon as poflible after the publication ; in the mean tune 
do you dircft ' your Ictticrs to me under cover to Tor* 
rettin a Grcnoefe, living at London, and .throu^ 
whom we may conveniently carry on our correfpon* 
dence. Be aflured that you rank high in my efteem, 
and that I wifh for nothing more than your regard. 

Wefbninfter, March 24, 1654. 



xvm. 

7b Henry Oldenburgh, jiulic Cowfellor to the SenaU 

of Brcncfu 

Your letters which young Ranley brought, 
found me fo much employed that I am compelled to be 
more brief than I could wifh. You have moft faith-* 
fully fulfilled thofe promifes to write which you made 
me when you went away. No honeft man could dif- 
charge his debts with more rigid pundtuality. I con* 
gratulate you on your retirement, becaufe it gives plca- 
fure to you though it is a lofs to me ; and I admire 
that felicity of genius, which can fo readily leave the 
factions or the diverfions of the city for contemplations 
the moft feriousand fublime. I fee not what advantage 
you can have in that retirement except in an accefs to a 
multitude of books ; the aftbciates in fludy whom you 
have found there, were 1 believe rather made fludents 
by their own natural inclinations, than by the difci- 
pline of th6 place. But perhaps I am lefs partial to the 
place becaufe it detains you, whofe abfence I regret 
You rightly obfcrve that there are too many there who 
pollute all learning, divine and human, by their frivo* 
lous fubtleties and barren difputations ; and who feem 
to do nothing to deferve the falary which they receive. 
But you are not fo unwife. Thofe ancient records of 
the Sinefe from the period of the deluge, which you fay 
arc prp^ifedby the Jefuit Martinius, . are no doubt on 

account 



account of their novelty expelled with avidity ; but I 
do not fee what authority or fupport they can add to 
the books of Mofes. Our friend to whom you begged 
to be remembered fends his compliments. Adieu. 



XIX. 

To the nolU Youth Richard Jonbs. 

■ • • 

As often as I 'have taken up the pen to anfwer 
jfoor kft letter fome fudden interruptions have occurred 
to (vc^vent the compl|ction of my purpofe. I afterwards 
heard that you had made an excurfion to the adjoining 
oountiy. As your excellent mother is on the eve of 
departmg for Ireland, whofe lofs we have both no fmall 
oocufipn to regret, and who has to me fupplied the place 
of every relative, will herfelf be the bearer of thefe let- 
tefB to you. You may reft aftured of my regard, and be 
peifuaded tbaC it will increafe in proportion ^s I fee an 
uicitafing improvement in your heart and mind. This, 
bj the bleffing of Godj ^ou have folcmnly pledge/! 
yourfelf to accpmplifh. I am pleaf^d with this i^ 
promife of yourfelf, which I tn}ft you will never violate. 
Thoueh you write that you are pleafed with Oxford, 
jou will not induce. me to believe that Oxford has made 
you wifcr Qr:}>^ter,i Of that. I require very different 
proof, r would not have you lavifti your admiration 
on the triumphs of the chiefs whom you extol, and 
things of that nature in which force is of moft avail. For 
vhy need we wonder if the wethers of our country are 
bora with horns which may batter down cities and 
towns ? Do you learn to eftimate great charadlers, not 
by the quantity of their animal ftrength but by the ha- 
bitual juftice and temperance of their conduiSl. Adieu, 
and make' my beft rcfpe^ls to the accomplifhed Henry 
Oldenburgh, your college chum. . . ^ 

^ : To 
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To the accompli/hed Youth Pbtbr HsistBAeir# 

You have abundantly difcharged all the pro- 
inifes which you made me, except that refpeding yout 
return which you promifed ihould take place at far* 
theft within two months. But if my regard for you do 
not make me ^rr in my calculation^ you have been ab* 
fent almoft three months. You have done all that I 
defired refpefting the atlas^ of which I wilhed to know 
the loweft price. You (ay it is an hundred and thirty 
ilorins^ which I think i3 enough to purchafe the loauii^ 
tain of that name. But fuch is the prefent rage for 
typographical luxury that the furniture of a Ubraiy 
hardly cods lefs than that of a villa. Paintings find 
engravings are of little ufe to me. While I roll ray 
blind eyes about the world I fear left I Ihould feem to 
lament the privation of fight in proportion to the exoit. 
bitance of the price for which I ikould have purchafed 
the book. Do you endeavour to learn in how mamr 
volumes the entire work is contained ; and of the two 

* • 

^tions^ whether that of Blaeu or Janfon be the mo^ 
accurate and complete. 1 his I hope rather to hev 
Terbally firom yourl'elf on your return^ which will ibon 
take place^ than to trouble you to give me the iftfor* 
matioh by another letter. In the mean time adieUj ai«l 
xetum as (bon as poffible. 

Wcftminftcr, Nov. 8, 1650. 



XXI. 
T9 the accompUJhedEuERic Bigot* 

I WAS highly gratified by the diftlnguifiid 
siarkff of attention which you paid me on coming into 

England^ 
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Ef^mid, «lkl thts gnttlfication is confiderahly increafed 
by your kind cpiftolary inquiries after fo long an inter<* 
Tid. The (ayourable opinions of others might have 
prompted year firft viiit^ but you would hardly havo 
taken the trouble to write if you had not been prompted 
by your own judgement or benevolence. Hence I 
tUnk I may juAly congratulate myfelf ; many have been 
f^debratcd for their compofitions whofe common con* 
irerfiition and intercourfe have . betrayed no marks of 
foblimity or genius. But, as £ar as is poffible, I will 
codeavour to teem equal in thought and fpeech to what 
I Bate well written, if I have written any thing well ; 
mad while I add to the dignity of what 1 have written 
J wiUf at the fame time, derive from my writings a 
g^neater fplendour of reputation. Thus I Ihall not feem 
to have borrowed the excellence of my literary compos 
fitioDS from others fo much as to have drawn it pure 
and nnmingled firom the reiburces of my own mind and 
the force of my own conceptions. It gives me pleafure 
that you are convinced of the tranquillity which I pof- 
fefs under this afHidling privation of light as well as of 
the civility and kindnefs with which I receive thofe 
who vifit me from other countries. And indeed why 
flxnild I not fubmit with complacency to this lofs of 
fight which feems only withdrawn from the body with- 
out, to increafe the fight of the mind within. Hence 
Inoks have not incurred my refentment, nor do I inter- 
aiit the fludy of books, though they hare iaflidted fi> 
htanfj a penalty on me for my attachment ; the example 
ef Tciepnus king of Micia, who did not refufe to re- 
cet?e a cure from the fame weapon by which he had^ 
heen wounded, admoniihes me not to be fo morofe. 
With refped to the book which you have concerning 
die mode of holding parliaments, I have taken care to 
have the paffagea which were marked, either amended, 
or, if they were doubtful, confirmed by a MS. of the 
iUkifirious Lord Bradfliaw ; and from one of the Cotton 
MSS. as you will perceive from the paper which I have 
returned. I fent fome one to inquire of the keeper of 
Ihe Records in the Tower, who is my intimate Triend, 
whether the (mginalt>f this work be extant in that 
8 collection. 
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collection, and he replied that there was ho copy in thd 
repofitory. I am reciprocally obliged to you for yotir 
ld3ifiance in procuring me books. My Byzantine Hif- 
tqry wants Theophanis Chronograpbia GtscJ Lsat^ foU 
Conftant. Manaifis BreViarium Hiftoricuih, atid Ctidifai 
£xcerpta de Antiquit. C F« Gnaec. Lat. fol. Anafta$I 
^bliothecarii Hift. and Vitse Rom, Pontific. fol. td 
which I beg you to add Michael Glycas and John^Sin^ 
Dam, and the continuator of 'Anna Cbmena,' if -thoy 
bave already iifued from the fame prefs. I need 'not 
jequell you to purchafe them as cheap as poffibte) 
There is no occafion to do this to a man of your diftrei 
tion, and the |)rice of thofe books is fixed and known- M 
all. Dr, Stuppe. has undertook to pay you the nioneyi 
And to get them conveyed inthemoftcommodiouB'Way; 
Accept my bed willies. Adieu. 

' * Wcftmihftcr, March 24, J 658. 



XXII. 

To the noble Yjouih Richard Jokes. 
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J DID not receive your letter till fome time after 
k was written} it lay fittcen days at your mother's. 
.With pleafure I perceive the emotions of your vAXackb^ 
mept and yoyr gratitude. I have never ceafed to pro- 
riiote the cuitux^ of your genius, and to juftify the'dGsi- 
yourabje opip\qn whicli your excellent mother entor^ 
tains of me, and the cotifidence ihe places in me, by Ix^- 
ne.volencc the mpft pure and counfels the mod iincere. 
Jn that agreeable and healthy fpot, to which you havb 
retired, there are books enough for the purpofes. lof 
academical education. If beauty of fituation contrfr- 
buted as much to improve the wit of the inhabitants 
as it does to pleafe the eye, the felicity of that place 
would be compleat. The library there is rich in books, 
but unleis the minds of the dudcpts be improved by a 

more 
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more rational mode of education, it may better defervc 
the name of a book-repofitoiy than of a library. You 
juftly acknowledge tiiat all tbefe helps to learning 
ihould be aifcx^iated with a tafte tor literature, and with 
diligence in the cultivation. Take care that I may ne^ 
vcr have occalion to blame you for deviating from 
that opinion. And this you will readily avoid if you 
will diligently obey the weighty and friendly precepts 
of the accomplifhcd Henry Oldenburg, your affociate 
and friend. Adieu, my dearefl Richard, and let me 
incite you like another Timothy to the pradlice of virtue 
and of piety, by tlie example of your mother who is the 
beft of women. 

WcftmiiiAcr. 



XXIII. 

I 

To ike ilhjirious Lord Henry db Bras. 

I SBB my Lord that you, unlike moft of out 
TDOdem youth who pafs through foreign countries, 
wifely travel, like the ancient philofophers, for the fake 
of com pleating your juvenile ftUdies, and of picking up 
knowledge wherever it is to be found. Thpugh as often 
as I confidct the excellence of what you write you appear 
to me to hkve gone among foreigners not fo much for the 
fake of procuring erudition yourfelf, as of imparting it 
to others, and rather to exchange than to purchate a 
(lock of literature. I wifh it were as eafy for me in 
every way to promote the increafe of your knowledge 
add the improvement of your intellc(5l, as it is pleafing 
and flattcritig to me to have that afliftance requefted by 
talents and genius like yours. I have never attempted, 
and I (hould never dare to attempt, to folve tholc diffi- 
culties as you rcqueft, which feem to have call a doud 
ovet the writers of hiftory for fo many ages. Of Salluft 
I will fpeak as you dcfire without any helilaiion or re- 
VoL. I. d fervc. 



XXXiV 



ferve, I orefer him to any of the Latin Iiiftorians ; 
which was a!fo the general opinion of the aricients. 
Your favorite Tacitus deferves his meed of praife ; but 
his higheft praife, in my opinion, conlifts in his having 
imitated Salluft with all his might. By my converfation 
with you on this fubjcdt I fecm, as far as I can guefs 
froin your letter, to have i:ifpired yott with fentiments 
yery fimilar to my own, concerning that moft energetic 
and animated writer. As he in the beginning of his 
Catilinarian war afferted that there was the greateft 
difficulty in hifiorical compofitipn. becaufe the ftylc 
ihould correfpond with the nature of the narrative^ 
you alk me how a writer of hiftory may beft attain that 
excellence. My opinion is, that he who would dc- 
fcribe actions and events in a way fuited to their dignity 
and importance, ought to write with a mind endued 
with a fpirit, and enlarged by an experience as cxtenfive 
as the a6lors in the fcene, that he may have a capacity 
properly to comprehend and to eftimate the moft mo- 
mentous affairs and to relate them, when comprehended, 
with energy and diltindnefs, with purity and perfpi- 
cuity of didtion. The decorations of ftyle I do not 
greatly heed ; for I require an hiftorian and not a rhe- 
torician. I do not want frequent interfperfions of fen- 
fimcnt, or prolix difltrtations on tranfadlions, which in- 
terrupt the fcrics of events, and caufe the hiiiorian to 
entrench on the office of the politician, who if in ex- 
plaining counfels, and explaining fadls, he follows truth 
father than his own partialities and conjeilures, excites 
the difgnft or the averfion of his party, I will add a 
remark of Salluft, and which was one of the excellen- 
cies which he himfelf commended in Cato, that he 
Ihould be able to fay much in a few words ; a perfe6lion 
which r think that no one can attain without the moft 
discriminating judgment and a peculiar degree of mo- 
deration. There arc many in whom you have not to 
regret either elegance of didion or copioufnefs of narra* 
tive, who have yet united copioufnefs with brevity. And 
among theie Salluft is in my opinion the chief of the 
Latin writers. Such are the virtues which I think that 
every hiftorian ought to poflefs who would proportion 

his 
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his ftyle to the facts which he ncords. But why do I 
mention this to you? When luch is your genius that 
you need not my advice> and when fuch is your profi- 
ciency that if it goes on increaling you will foon not be 
able to confult any one more learned than yourfelf. To 
the increale of that proficiency, though no exhortations 
can be ncceflary to fiimulate your exertions, yet that I 
may not feem entirely to fruit rate your expe6lations, I 
will bcfeech you with all my affection, all my authority, 
and all my zeal, to let nothing relax your diligence, or 
chill the ardour of your puriuit. Adieu ! and may you 
ever fuccefsfully labour in the path of wifdom and of 
virtue. 

Weflminfter, July 15, \657. 



XXIV. 

To Henry Oldbnfurg. 

I BBjoicB to hear of your fafe arrival at Sau- 
mur, which is, I believe, the place of your deftination. 
You cannot doubt of the pleafure which this intelli- 
gence has given me, when you confider how much I 
love your virtues and approve the objedl of your journey, 
I bad much rather that fome other perfon had heard in 
the boat of Charon than you on the waters of the Cha- 
rent, that fo infamous a pried was called in to inflrudt 
fo illuftrious a church. For I much fear that he will 
experience the moil bitter difappointment who thinks 
ever to get to Heaven under the aufpices of fo profligate 
a guide.. Alas I for that church where the minifiers en- 
deavour to pleafe only the ear; minifters whom the 
diurch, if it defires a real reformation, ought rather to 
expel than to choofe. You have done right, and nat 
only according to my opinion but that of Horace, by not 
commtmicating my writings to any but to thofe who 
nprefled a deure to fee them. 

43 Do 
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Do nol ray works, importunately rude, 
Difgrace by pert endeavours to intrude. 



A learned friend of mine who pad the laft fummer at 
Saumur, informed me that that book was in great re- 
qaeft in thofe parts. I ferit him only one copy; he 
wrote back that the perafal of it had afforded the higheft 
fatisfadlion to fome of the learned there. If 1 had not 
thought that I fhould oblige them I fhould have fpared 
this trouble to you and this cxpencc to myfclf. 

If my books chance to prove a weary load. 

Rather than bear thrfii hurt her leave them on the road. 

I have as you dcfired me, prcfented your kind wifties to 
our friend Lawrence. There i$ nothing that I wifli 
more than that you and your pupil may have your health 
and return to us foon as poiiible after having efFedled 
the object of your wiflies. 

Woftminfter, Aug. 1, 1657. . 



Xxv. 

To the nohle Youth Richard Jones. 

I REJOICE to hear that you accompliflird fojong 
a journey with fo little inconvenience, and. what re-, 
dounds lo much to your credit that, defpiling the lux-, 
uries of Paris, you Jiaftened with fo much celerity where, 
you might enjoy the pleafures of literature and the conr 
verfation of the learned. As long as you pleafe yoj>. 
will there be in a haven of fecunty ; in other places, 
you will have to guard again ft the ihoals of treaqhcry 
and the fyrcns' longs. I would not vyilh you to thirit 
too much after the vintage of Saumur, but rcfolvc to. 
dilute the Bacchanalian liream with ipore than a.fi^li. 
part of the Chryftal liquor of the Parnailian fount But, 
in this refpcdl, without my injuncSions, you hayc W» 
excellent preceptor whom you cannot do better tlwift. 
<)bey ; and by obeying whom you w^U give t^q highefl; 

fatisfaraOB 
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fatisfadtion to your excellent mother, and daily increal'c 
in her regard and love. That you may have power to 
do this you fbould daily alk ht^lp from above. Adieu, 
and endeavour to return as much improved as poffible, 
both in virtue and erudition. This will give me more 
than ordinary pleafure. 

Wcftminftcr, Aug. 1, X657. 



XXVI. 
'To the illuftrtms Lord Henry dr Bras. 

SoMB engagements, moil noble Lor^l, have prs^ 
vented me from anfwering your letter fo foon as I could 
wi(h. I wiihed to have done it the ifooner becaufe £ 
faw that your letter, fo full of erudition, left me lefs oc- 
cafion for fending you my advice (which I believe that 
you defire more out of compliment to me than of any. 
benefit- to yourfclf) than my congratulations. Firft, I 
congratulate myfelf ,on having been fo fortunate in cha- 
raderifing the merits of Salluft as to have excited you tQ 
the afGduous perufal of that author, who is fo fiill of 
wifdom, and who may be read with fo much advantage. 
Of him I will venture to aifert what Quintilian faid of 
Cicero, that he who loves Salluil is no mean proficient 
inhiftorical compolition. That precept of Ariftotle in 
the third book of his rhetoric, which you wifh me to 
^plain, relates to the morality of the refle<5tions and the 
ficklity of the narrative. It appears to me to need little 
coomient, except that it fhould be appropriated not to 
the compofitions of rhetoric but of hiftory. For the 
offices of a rhetorician andf an hiftorian areas different as 
^ arts which they profefs. Polybius, Halicarnallbs^ 
Kodonis, Cicero, Lucian, and many others, whofe worki 
w intcrfperfed with precepts on the fubjedt, will better 
^cadi you wh^tt are the duties of an hiilorian. I wifh 
7<m every fuccefs in your travels and purfuits. Adieu, 

W/9ftniio4ar, Doc. I6, 16^7. 
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t 

To the accompUJhed Peter Hbinbach. 

I REC£ivEO your letter from the Hague the 18th 
December, which, as your convenience feems to require, 
I anfwer the fame day on which it was received. In 
this letter, after returning me thanks for fome favours 
which I am not confcious of having done, but which 
niy regard for you makes me wiih to have been real, 
you a(k me to recommend you, through the medium of 
D. Lawrence, to him who is appointed our agent in 
Hollafnd. This I grieve that I am not able to do, both 
on account of my little familiarity with thofe who have 
favours to beftow, fince I have more pleafure in keeping 
myfelf at home, and becaufe I believe that he is already 
on 'his voyage, and has in his company a perfon in the 
office of fecretary, which you are anxious to obtain. 
But the bearer of this is on the eve of his departure. 
Adieu. 

Wcflminftcr, Dec. 18, 1657. 



XXVIII. 

To John Badiaus, Minifter of the Church of Orange. 

Most excellent and reverend fir, I believe that 
our fiiend Durius will take upon himfelf the blame of 
my not writing to you fooner. After he had ihowed 
me that paper which you wiihed me to read concerning 
what I had done and lufFered for the fake of the Gofpel, 
I wrote this letter as ibon as poffible, intending to fend 
it by the firft' conveyance, fince I was fearful that you 
might confider a longer filence as neglecfl. In the mean- 
time 
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time I am under the greateft obligations to your friend 
Molin, for procuring me the efteem of the virtuous in 
Ihofe parts by the zeal of his friendlhip and the warmth 
of his praife ; and though I am not ignorant that the 
conteit in which I was engagcrf with fo great an adver- 
fary, that the celebrity of the fubje^l and the ftyle of 
the compoiition had far and wide diffufed my fame^ yet 
I think that I can be famous only in proportion as I 
enjoy the approbation of the good. I clearly fee that you 
arc of the fame opinion ; fo many are the toils you have 
endured, fo many are thd enemies whom you have pro- 
voked by your difinlerefled zeal in defence of the Chrif- 
tian doctrine ; and you aA with fo much intrepidity as 
to fhow, that infiead of courting the applaufe of bad 
men, vou do not fear to excite their mod inveterate hate 
and their moll bitter maledi<5lions. Oh happy are you 
whom, out of fo many thoulands of the wife and learned, 
providence has refcued from the vcr}' brink of deftruc- 
tion, and friedled to bear a diftinguifhed and intrepid tef- 
timony to the truth of the Gofpel. I have now reafons 
for thinking that it was a lingular mercy that I did not 
write to you fooner ; for when 1 under(lood by your 
letters thatj threatened on all fides by the malice of your 
enemies, you were looking round for a place of refuge to 
which you might jfly in thelaft extremity of danger, and 
that you had fixed on England as the obje<5l of your 
wifhes, I wasconfiderably gratified, becaufe it gave me the 
hope of enjoying your company, and becaufe 1 was happy 
to find you think fo favourably of my country; but I 
lamented that, particularly owing to your ignorance of 
oar language, I did not fee any cnnnre of a decent pro- 
vifion being made for you among us. The death of an old 
French mmifter has fincc very opportunely occurred. 
The principal perfons of his congregation (from whom 
I have received this communication) anxioufly wilh, or 
ntther invite you to be chofen in his place; they have 
determined to pay the expences of your journey, to pro* 
^^for you as large a falary as any of the French minifier* 
itocive, and to let you want nothing which can contri- 
bute to the cheenur 'difcharge of your ecclefiaflical 
fimAton. Fiy» I befeech yopi as foon as poffible, re- 
verend 
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Ycrend fir, to thofc who are fo defirous of feeing you, 

and where you will reap a harveA, not rich indeed in 
temporal delights, but in numerous opportunities to 
improve the hearts and to fave the fouls of men ; and 
be alfured that your arrival is warmly defired by all good 
men. Adieu. 

Wedminflcr, April 1, 1659. 
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To Henky Oldsnburg. 

The indulgence which you beg for yourfelf, you 
will rather have to beftow on me, whbfe turn, if I re- 
member, it was to write. My r^ard for you has, be- 
lieve me, fufTered no diminution ; but either my ftudies 
or my domeftic cares, or perhaps my indolence in writ- 
ing, have made me guilty of this omiflion of duty. I 
am, by God's help, as well as ufual. I am not willing, 
as you wifh me, to compile ahiftoryof our troubles; for 
they feem rather to require oblivion than commemo- 
ration ; nor have we fo much need of a perfon to 6om- 
rofc a hifior}'^ of our troubles as happily to fettle them. 
fear with you left our civil diilenfions, or rather ma- 
niacal agitation, fhould expofe us to the attack of the 
lately confederated enemies of religion and of liberty ; 
but thofe enemies could not inflidl a deeper wound upon 
religion than we ourfelves have long fince done by our 
follies and our crimes. But whatever diilurbances kings 
and cardidoals may meditate and contrive, I truil that 
God will hot fuffer'the machinations and the violence of 
Qur enemies to fucceed according to their expectations. 
I pray thrat the Prolellant fynod, which you lay is fooa 
to meet at Leyden, may have a happy termination^ which 
has never yet happened to any fyif ga . tha^ has ever met 
before* But the terminatix)i}..of:vtbi8 might be called 
happy, if it decreed nothing elfe Lut tVe expulfion of 
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More, As foon as my pofthumous adverfary (hall mak^ 
his appearance I requeft you to give me the earlieft in- 
formation. Adieu. 

Weftminftcr, Dec. 20, 1659. 



XXX. 

To the noble Youth Richard Jones. 

You fend me a moft modeft apology for not 
writing fooner, when you might more juftly have ac- 
cufed me of the fame offence ; fo that I hardly know 
whether I ihould choofe that you had not committed 
the ofience or not written the apology. Never for a 
moment believe that I meafure your gratitude, if any 
gratitude be due to me, by the affiduity of your epif- 
tolary communications. I (hall perceive all the ardour 
of your gratitude, lince you will extol the merit of my 
fcrvices, not fo much in the frequency of your letters as 
in the excellence of your habits, and the degree of your 
moral and intellectual proficiency. On the theatre of 
the world on which you have entered, you have rightly 
chofen the path of virtue ; but know there is a path 
common to virtue and to vice ; and that it behoves you 
to advance where the way divides. Leaving the com- 
mon track of pleafure and amufement, you ihould 
cheerfully encounter the toils and the dangers of that fteep 
and rugged way which leads to the pinnacle of virtue. 
This, believe me, you will accompliih with more facility 
fincc you have got a guide of fo much integrity and 
Hull. Adieu. 

Wefiminiler, Dec. 20, 16^9. 
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To the accomplijhed Peter Heinbach, Counfellor to the 

Eledor of Brandenburgh. 

It is not flrange as you write that report fhould 
have induced you to believe, that I had periflied among 
the numbers of my countrymen who fell in a year fo 
fatally vifited by the ravages of the plague. If that 
rumour fprung as it feems out of a folicitude for my . 
fafety, I conlider it as no unpleaflng indica-tion of the 
elleem in which I am held among you. But by the 
goodnefs of God, who provided for me a place of refuge 
in the country, I yet enjoy both life and healthy 
which, as long as they continue, I fhall be happy to 
employ in any ufeful undertaking. It gives me plca-r 
fure to think, that after fo long an interval I have again 
occurred to your remembrance ; though, owing to the 
luxuriance of yourpraife, you feem almoft to lead me 
to fufpeft that you had quite forgotten onp in whom 
you fay that you admire the union of fo many virtues ; 
jfrom I'uch an union i might dread too numerous a 
progeny if it were not evident that the virtues flourifh 
moll in penury and diflrcfs. But one of thofe virtues h^ 
made me but an ill return for her hofpitable receptioa 
in my breaft ; for what you term policy, and which I 
wifh that you had rather called patriotic piety, has, if I 
may fo fay, almoft left me, who was charmed with fo 
fweet a lound, without a country. The other virtues 
harmonioufly agree. Our country is wherever we a^ 
well off. I will conclude after firft begging you if there 
be any errors in the diction or the 'punctuation to im- 
pute them to the boy who wrote this, who was quite ig» 
norant of Latin, and to whom I was, with no little vex- 
ation, obliged to di6late not the words, but, one by one, 

the 



the letters of which they were compofcd. I rejoice to 
find that your virtues and talents, of which I faw the 
fair promife in your youth, have raifed you to fo ho- 
nourable €L iituation under the prince ; and I wifh you 
every good which you can enjoy. Adieu. 

London, Aug. 15, lG66, 
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AND TffB 



CAUSES THAT HITHERTO HAVE HINDERED ITi 



IN TWO BOOKS. 



tVRITTEN TO A FRIEND. 



SIR, 



/xMiDST thofe deep and retired thoughts, which/ with 
tvcry man chriftianly inftru6led, ought to be nioft fre- 
quent of God, and of his miraculous ways and works 
amongft men, and of our religion and works, to be per- 
formed to him ; after the ftory of our Saviour Chrift, 
fuffering to the lowcft bent of wcaknefs in the flefli, and 
prefently triumphing to the higheft pitch of glory in the 
fpirit, which drew up his body alfo ; till we in both be 
unit«i to him in the revelation of his kingdom, I do not 
l^ow of any thing more worthy to take up the whole 
paffion of pity Qn the one fide, and joy on the other, than 
to confidcr firft the foul and fudden corruption, and then, 
after many a tedious age, the long deferred, but much 
more wonderful and happy reformation of the church in 
ftefe latter days. Sad it is to think how that dodtrine of 
thegofpcl, planted by teachers divinely infpircd, and by 
Item winnowed and fifted from the ch^fF of overdatcd 
ceremonies, and refined to fuch a fpiritual height and 
temper of purity, and knowledge of the Creator, that the 
lH)d^, with all the circumftances of time and place, were 
punficd by the afFedlions of the regenerate foul, and no* 
tiling left impure but fin ; faith needing not the weak 
Vol. I. B and 
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And 'fallible office of the fenfes, lo be either the ufhers of 
interpreters of heavenly myfteries, fave where our Lord 
himfelf in his facraments ordained v that fuch a do^lrioe 
lliould, through the grolfnefs and blindnefii of her profef- 
fOrs, and the fraud of deceivable traditions, drag (o down- 
wards, as to backillde one way into the Jewilh beggary of 
old caft rudiments, and ftumble forward another way into 
the new-vomited paganifm of fenfual idolatry, attributing 
purity or impurity to things indifferent, that they might 
Iffiftg the inward afts of the fpirit to the outward and 
cuflomary eyefervice of the body, as if tliey could make 
God earthly and flefhly, becaufc they could not make 
themfclves heavenly and fpirituah Ihcy began to draw 
down all the divine intercourfe betwixt God and the foul, 
yea, the vcty fhape of God himfelf, into an exterior and 
bodily form, ui^ently pretending a neceflity and oblige- 
ment of joining the body in a formal reverence, and wor- 
fliip circumfcribed ; they hallowed it, they fumed it, 
they fprinkled it, theybedecked it, not in robes of pure 
innocency, but of pure linen, with other dcfonned 
and TantaAic drefl^, in palls and miti-es, gold, and 
gewgaws fetched from Aaroh's bid wardrob^ or the 
damtns veflry : then was tlie priell fet to con his mo- 
tions and his poftures, his liturgies and his lurries, till 
the foul by this means of overbodying hcrfelf, given 
up juiUy to flcflily delights, bated her wing apace down- 
ward: and finding the eafe fhe had from her vilible and 
fenfuous colleague the body, in perfoitnance of religious 
duties, her pinions now broken, and flagging, flulted 
off from herfelf the labour of high foaring any more, 
forgot her heavenly flight, ahd len the dull and dmit- 
ing carcafe to plod on in the old rOad, ahd drudging 
trade of outward conformity. And here out of quenton 
from her perverfe conceiting of God dnd holy things^ 
Ihe had fallen to believe no. God at all, had not cuf> 
torn and the worm of confcience nipped her incredulity: 
hence to all the duties of evangelical grace, inftcad (X 
the adoptive and cheerful boldncfs which our new al- 
liance with God requires, came fervile, and thraitike 
fear: for in very deed, the fuperftitious man by his good 
will is an atbeifi ; but being feared from thence by the 
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^ngs and gripes of a boiling confciencc, all in a pud-' 
dcr ihuffles up to himfelf fuch a God and fuch a wor- 
ihip as is n^od agreeable to remedy his fear ; which fear 
of his, as alib is his hope, fixed only upon the flefh, 
renders Hkcwife the whole faculty of his appreheniion 
cardal ; and all the tiiward a6ls of wor(hip, iiTuing from 
the native flrength of the foul^ run out lavifhly to the. 
upper Ikin, and there harden into a cruft of fonDality, 
Hence men came tt> fcan the fcriptures by the letter, 
and in the covenant of our redemption, magnified the 
external iign^ more than the quickening power of the 
Spirit; ^nd yet looking on them through their owa 
guiltinefs with a fervile fear, and finding as little com- 
fort, or rather terrour from them again, they knew not 
how to hide their flaviih approach to God's behefis by 
them not underfiood, nor worthily received, but by 
cloaking their fervile crouching to all religious prefent«> 
ments, ibmetimes lawful, fometimes idolatrous, under 
the name of humility, and terming the piebald frip^ 
pery abd uftentation of ceremonies, decency. 

Then was baptifm changed into a kind of exorcifm, and 
water, fanftified by Chrifi's inftitute, thought littlq 
oxmgh to waih off the original fpot, without the fcratch 
or croft impreflion of a prieft*s forefinger : and that feaft 
of (fee gface and adoption to which Chrift invited his 
difciples to fit as brethren, and coheirs of the happy co« 
^Tenant, which at that table was to be fealed to them, even 
that feaft of love and heavenly-admitted fellowihip, the 
fealof filial grace, became the fubje^l of horrour, and 
glouting adoration j pageanted about like a dreadful idol ; 
which fonietimes deceives well meaning men, and be- 
guiles them of their reward, by their voluntary humility ; 
which indeed is fleihly pride, preferring a foolifli facrifice^ 
And the rudiments of the world, as Saint Paul to the Co« 
kiffians explaineth, before a favoury obedience to Chriil's 
example. Such was Peter's unfcafonable humility, as 
then his knowledge was fmall^ when Chrift came to wafh 
hii feet ; who at an impertinent time would needs fixain 
oourtefy with his mafter, and falling troublcfomely upon 
the lowly, all- wife, and unexaminable intention of Chrift^ 
in what he went with resolution to doj fo provoked by his 
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interruption the meek. Lord, that he threatened to exclude 
him from his heavenly portion, unlefs he could be con- 
tent to be Icfs arrogant and fliifnecked in his humility. 

But to dwell no longer in characterizing the depravitiet 
of the church, and how they fprung, and how they took 
increafc ; when I recall to mind at laft, after fo many dari 
ages, wherein the huge overfliadowing train of errour hac 
almoft fwept all the ftars out of the firmament of the 
church ; how the bright and blifsful reformation (by di- 
vine pjowcr) ftrook through the black and fettled nighl 
of ignorance and antichriflian tyranny, mcthinks a fovc- 
reign and reviving joy mufl. needs rum into the bofom o 
him that reads or hears ; and the fwcct odour of the re- 
turning gofpel imbathe his foul with the fragrancy of Hea- 
ven. Then was the facred Bible fought out of the duft) 
corners where profane falfehood and n^leA had throwr 
it, the fchools opened, divine and human learning rakec 
bat of the embers of forgotten tongues, the princes anc 
cities trooping apace to the ncw-erafted banner of fal- 
vation -, the martyrs, with the unrefiltible might of weak- 
nefs, Hiaking the powers of clarknefs> and fcoming thi 
fiery rage oflhe old red dragon. 

The plealing purfuit of thefe thoughts hath ofttimei 
led me into a fcrious quefiion and debatement with my- 
felf, how it fhould come to pais that England (havin{ 
had this grace and honour fi'om God, to be the firft tha 
jhould fet up a flandard for the recovery of loft truth, am 
blow the firft evangelic trumpet to the nations, holding 
up, as from a hill, the new lamp of faving light to al 
chriftendom) (hould now be laft, and moft unfettled ii 
the enjoyment of that peace, whereof rtie taught the .wai 
to others ; although indeed our WickliiFe's preaching, a 
which all the fuccecding reformers moreeffetSually light 
ed their tapers, was to his countrymen but a (hort blaze 
foon damped and ftiflcd by the pope and prelates for fi: 
■or feven kings reigns ; yet mcthinks the precedency whicl 
Ood gave this ifland, to be firft reftorer of buried truth 
Ihould hare been followed with more happy fuccefs, aiu 
looner attained perfeflion j in which as yet we are among! 
the laft : for, albeit in purity of dotflxine we agree witi 
our brethren ; yet in difcjpUne, which is tlie executionant 
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applying of dextrine home, and laying the falve to the 
▼cry orifice of the wound, yea, tenting and learching to 
the core, without which pulpit-preaching is but (hooting 
at rovers ; in this we are no better than a fchilxn from all 
the reformation, and a fore fcandal to them : for while 
we hold ordination to belong only to biihops, as our pre- 
lates do,*we muft of neceflity hold alfo their miniflcrs to 
be no minifters, and ihortly after their church to be no 
church. Not to fpeak of thofe fenfelefs ceremonies which 
we only retain, as a dangereus eameil of Aiding back to 
Rome, and fcrving merely, either as a miit to cover na- 
kednefs where true grace is extinguiflied, or as an inter- 
lude to fct out tlie pomp of prelatifm. Certainly it would 
be worth the while therefore, and the pains, to inquire 
more particularly, what, and how many the chief caufea 
have been, that have ftill hindered our uniform conient to 
the reft of the churches abroad, at this time efpecially 
when the kingdom is in a good propeniity' thereto ; and 
all men in prayers, in hopes, or in difputes, either for or 
againft it. 

Yet I will not infift on that which may feem to be the 
caufe on God*s part; as his judgment on our fins, the 
trial of his own, the unmalking ot* hypocrites : nor Ihall 
I ftay to fpeak of the continual eagemefs and extreme di- 
ligence of the pope and papifts to flop the furtherance of 
reformation, which know they have no hold or hope of 
England their loft darling, longer than the government of 
biihops bolfters them out ; and therefore plot all they can 
to uphold them, as may be feen by the book of Santa 
Clara^ the popifli prieft, in defence of biihops, which came 
out piping hot much about the time that one of our own 
prelates, out of an ominous fear, had writ on the famQ 
argument ; as if they had joined their forces, like good 
confederates, to fupport one falling Babel. 

But I (hall chiefly endeavour to declare thofe caufes that 
binder the forwarding of true difcipline, which are among 
oorfclves. Orderly proceeding will divide our inquiry 
into our forefathers' days, and into our times. Henry VIII 
yas the firft that rent this kingdom from the pope's fub- 
jeftion totally ; but his quarrel being more about fupre- 
macy, than other feultincia in religioa that bo regarded, 
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it is no niairel if he ftuck where he did. The next de- 
fault was in the bifliops, who though they had renouncec 
the pope, they ftill hugged the popedom, and ihared thi 
authority among themfelves, by their lix bloody article 
, perfccuting the proteftants no flacker than the pope wouk 
have done. And doubllefs, whenever the pope fhall fall 
if his ruin be not like the fudden downcomc of a tower 
the bifliops, when they fee him totleriug, will leave him 
and fall to fcrambling, catch who may, he a patriarch- 
dom, and another what comes next hand; as the Frcncl 
cardinal of late and the fee of Canterbury hath plainlj 
affeaed. 

Irt Edward the Sixth's days, why a complete reforma 
tion was not effected, to any coniiderate man may appear 
Firjl, be no fooner entered into his kingdom, but into i 
war with Scotland ; from whence the protetElor retuminf 
with vi£)ory, had but newly put his hand to repeal tbt 
fix articles, and throw the images out of churches, bti' 
Tebellions on all fides, ftirred up by obdurate papifts, anc 
other tumults, with a plain war in Norfolk, holding tacl 
againft two of the king's generals, made them of force 
content themfeJves with what they had already done 
Hereupon, followed ambitious contentions among tlu 
peers, which ceafed not but with the p'rotetflor's death 
who was the mofi zealous in this point : and then Nor 
thumberland was he that could do mofl in England, whc 
little minding religion, (as his apoHafy well fhowed ai 
his death) bent all his wit how to bring the right of the 
crown into his own line. And for the bifhops, they wen 
fo fer from any fuch worthy attempts, aS that they fuffcr. 
ed themfelves to be the common ftales, to countcnanct 
with their proftituted gravities every politic fetch thai 
was then on foot, as oft as the potent iUtifts pleafed tc 
employ them. Never do we read that they made ufe o: 
theu* authority and high place of accefs, to bring the jar- 
iring nobilihr to chriflian peace, or to withfland their dif- 
loyal projects : but if a toleration for mafs were to be beg- 
ged of the king for his lift er Mary, left Charles the Fiftfc 
ihould be angi^ ; who but the grave pielates, Cranmei 
and Ridley, muA be fent to extort it firora the youno 
kbg ? .But out of the mouth of ^t godly and roy^ 
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child, ChriA himfelf returned fuch an awful repulfe to 
thofe halting and timefervinK prelates, that after mucb 
bold importunity, they went their way not without ihamc 
and tears. 

Nor was this the firft time that they difcovered to b^ 
followers of tliis world ; for when the protcdlor's brother, 
lord Sudley, the admiral, through private malice and 
malengine was to lofe his life, no man could be found 
fitter than bifhop Latimer (like another Dr. Shaw) to 
dinilge in his fermon the forged accufations laid to his 
charge, thereby to defame him with the people, who elfe 
it was thought would take ill the innocent man's death, 
iinlels the reverend bifhop could warrant them there was 
no foul plav. What could be more impious than to de« 
bar the cliifdren of the king from their right to the crown ? 
To comply with the ambitious ufurpation of a traitor, 
and to make void the la ft will of Henrv ^11, to which 
the breakers had fwom obfcrvance ? Vet bifhop Cran« 
mer, one of the executots, and the other bifhops, none re- 
^qg) (left they fhould refift the duke of Northumbcr* 
Uod) could iind in their confciences to fet their bands 
to the difenabling and defi^ating not only of princefs 
Mary the papift, but of Elizabeth the proteftant, s^nd 
(by the biihops judgment) the lawi'ul iffu^ of king 
Heqry. 

Who then can think (though thefe prelates had fought 
a further reformation) that the Ic^ft wry face of a politiaan 
would not have hufhed them? But it wiU be f^id, thefe men 
were martyrs : what then } though every true Chriftian 
will be a martyr when he is called to it ; iiot prefently does 
it follow, that ev^iy ope fufTering for religion is, without 
cx«tption. Saint raul writes, that *' a man may give his 
body to be burnt, (meaning for religion) and yet not h^vc 
charity:" he is not therefore above all pofiibility of er- 
rioK, becaufe he burns for fome points of trutl\. 

Witnefs the * Arians and Pelagians, which were flaia 
by the heathen for Chrift^s fake, yet we t^J^e both thefc 

m 

* It appears from rhii and other pa(&ges^ that the author in hu 
yoongrr years was orthodox » as it is called: but be afterwards altered 
Mi fentimeois; as is plain from his trad on ^ True Religion^ Hccefjr, 
iduiiDj aod ToleratioQ,*' which was the UA wcvk be {»ublilhcd« 
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for no true friends of Chrift. If the martyrs (faith Cy-f 
prian in his 30th epiftle) decree one thing, and the gof- 
pel another, either the martyrs muft lofe their crown by 
not obfcrving the gofpel for which they are martyrs, or 
the majefty of the gofpel muft be broken and lie flat, if 
it can be overtopped by the novelty of any other decree. 

And here withal I invoke the Immortal Deity, revealer 
and judge of fccrets, that wherever I have in this booK 
plainly and roundly (though worthily and truly) laid open 
the faults and blemifhes of fathers, martyrs, or chriftian 
femperors, or have othcrwife inveighed againft errour and 
fuperftition with vehement exprefiions ; I have done it 
heither out of malice, nor lifl to fpeak evil, nor any vain 
glory, but of mere neceflity to vindicate the fpotlefs truth 
from an ignominious bondage, whofe native worth is now 
become of fuch a low efteem, that fhe is like to find 
fmall credit with us for what Ihe can fay, unlefs fhe can 
bring a ticket from Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley ; or 
prove hcrfelf a retainer to Conftantine, and wear his 
badge. More tolerable it were for the church of God, 
that all thefe names were utterly aboliflied like the brazen 
ferpent, than that men's fond opinion fhould thus idol- 
ize them, and the heavenly truth be thus captivated. 

Now to proceed, whatfoever the bllliops \vcre, it fecms 
they themfelves were unl'atisfied in matters of religion as 
they then flood, by that commilKon granted to eight bi- 
ihops, eight other divines, eight civilians, eight common 
lawyers, to frame ecclefiaflical coiiftitutions ; which no 
wonder if it came to nothing, for (as Hayward relates) 
both their profefhons and their ends were difftrcnt. 
Laiily, we all. know by example, that exa£l reformation 
is not perfected at the firft puih, and thofe unwieldy 
times of Edward VI may hold forae plea by this excufe. 
Now let any reafonable man judge whether that king's 
reign be a fit time firom whence to pattern out the con- 
flitution of a church difcipline, much lefs that it fhould 
yield occafion from whence to fofter and eflablifh the 
continuance of imperfedion, with the commendatory 
fubfcriptions of confeflbrs and martyrs, to entitle and en- 
ga^ a glorious name to a grofs coiruption. It was not 
epifcopacy that wrought in them the heavenly fortitude 

of 
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of martyrdom, as little is it that martyrdom can make 
good qjifcopacy; but it was epifcopacy that led the 
good and holy men, through the temptation of the 
enemy, and tlie fnare of this prefent world, to many 
blameworthy and opprobrious actions. And it is Hill 
epifcopacy that before all our eyes woriens and flugs the 
©oft learned, and feeming religious of our minifters, 
vho no fooner advanced to it, but like a feething pot fet 
to cool, fenfibly exhale and reak out the greateft part of 
that zeal, and thofe gifts which were formerly in them, 
fettling in a fkinny congealmcnt of eafe and floth at the 
top : and if they keep their learning by fome potent fway 
of nature, it is a rare chance ; but their devotion moft 
commonly comes to that queazy temper of lukewarmne&i 
that gives ^ vomit to God himlelf. 

But what do we fufier misfliapen and enormous prc- 
latifm, as we do, thus to blanch and varnifli her de- 
fonnities with the fair colours, as before of martyrdom, 
fo now of epifcopacy ? They are not bifliops, (jod and 
all good men khow they are not, that have filled this land 
with late confufion and violence, but a tyrannical crew 
and corporation of impoflors, that have blinded and 
abufed the world fo long under that name. He that, en* 
ablcd with gifts from God, and the lawful and primitive 
choice of the church aflembled in convenient number, 
feithfuUy from that time forward feeds his parochial 
flock, has his coequal and comprefbyterial power to or* 
dain minifters and deacons by public prayer, and vote of 
Chrift*s congregation in like !ort as he himfelf was or- 
dained, and is a true apollolic bilhop. But when he 
flcps up into the chair of pontifical pride, and changes a 
moderate and exemplary houfe for a mifgoverned and 
haughty palace, fpiiitual dignity for carnal precedence, 
and fecular high office and employment for the high 
negotiations of his heavenly embalfage : then he de- 
grades, then he unbifhops himfelf; he that makes him 
bifliop, makes him no bifliop. No miirvcl therefore if 
St. Martin complained to Sulpitius Si'vcrus, ih:2t lince he 
was bilhop he felt inwardly a fcnlible decay of ihofc vir- 
tues and graces that God had given him in great mea- 
fiut before} although the fame Suipitius wiilc that he 

was 
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was notliing tainted or altered in his habit, diet, or per^ 
fonal demeanour from that limple plainnefs to which be 
firfl: betook himfelf. It was not therefore that thing alone 
which God took difpleafure at in the bilhops of thofc 
times, but rather an uniyerfal rottennefs and gangrene 
in the whole fun<Aioa. 

From hence then I pafs to queen Elizabeth, the nejct 
proteilant prince, in whofe days why religion attained 
not a perfe^ reducement in the beginning of her reign^ 
I fuppofe the hindering caufes will be found to be com-' 
mon with fome fonp^rly alleged for King Edward VI ) 
the gr^nnefs of the times, the weak eftate which queen 
Mary left the realm in, the great places and offices exe- 
cuted by papiils, the judges, the lawyers, the jufticea of 
E^ce for the moft part popilh, the biihops firm tp 
ome; from whence was tp be expe<5led the furious 
Haihing of excQmmunications, and abfolving the people 
from their obedience. Next, her private counfdlars, 
whoever (hey wer^, perfuaded her (as Camden writes) 
that the altering of ^cclefiaftical policy would move fedi* 
tion. Then was the liturgy given to a number of mode- 
rate divines, and fir Thomas Smith a ftatefman, to be 
purged and phyfic]ced \ and furely they were moderate 
divines indeed, neither hot nor cold ; and Grindal the 
be^ of them, afterwards archbifhop of Canterbuiy, loft 
favour in the court, and I think was difcharged the go- 
vernment of his fee, for favouring the minifters, though 
Csmden feem willing to find another caufe: therefore 
about her fecond year, in a parliament, of men and 
minds fome fcarce well grounded, others belching the 
four crudities of yefterday*s popery, thofe conftitutiona 
of Edward VI, which as you heard before no way fatif- 
fied the men th^t made theoii iire now eftabliflied for 
bed, and not to be mended. From that time followed 
nothing but imprifonments, troubles, difgrac^s on aljL 
thofe that found fault with the decrees of the cpnirocatioD, 
and ftraight w^re they branded with the name of puritans. 
As for the queen hcrfelf, fhe was made believe thajt 
by putting down biflipps her prerogative would be in- 
fringed, of which ihali be Ipoken anon as the courie of 
me^od brings it in : and why the prelates laboured i^ 

ihouia 
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flunild be fo thought^ aik not thenit but afk their bellies. 
They had found a good tabernacle, they fate under a 
fpreading vine, their lot was fallen in a fair inheritance. 
And thefe perhaps were the chief impeachments of a 
more found re6lifying the church in the queen*s time. 

From this period I count to begin our times, which 
becaufc they concern us more nearly, and our own eyes 
and ears can give us the ampler fcope to judge, will re<* 
quire a more exadk fearch ; and to efieA this the fpeedier, 
I ihall diilinguilh fuch as I efteem to be the hinderers of 
reformation into three forts, Antiquitarians (for fo I had 
lather call them than antiquaries^ whofe labours are ufc* 
Ibl and laudgble). %. Libertines. 3. Politicians. 

To the votarifts of antiquity I ihall think to have fully 
anfwered. if I ihall be able to prove out of antiquity, 
Firfi, that if they will conform our biihops to the purer 
tinicq, they muft mew their feathers, and their pounces, 
and make but curtailed biihops of them ; and we know 
they hate to be dpcked and clipped, as much as to be put 
down outright Secondly, that thofe purer times were 
connpt, and their books corrupted foon after. Thirdly, 
that the be^ pf thofe that then wrote difclaim that 
any man ihoqld repofe on tlicm^ and fend all to the 
Icnptures. 

Firfi therefore, if thofe that overaiTe^l antiquity will 
follow the fquare thereof, their bifliops mull be eletled 
by the hands of the whole church. The ancientell of the 
extant fiithers, Ignatius, writing to the Philadelphians^ 
iaith, *' that it belongs to them as to the church of God 
^ to choofe a biihop/* Let no man cavil, but take the 
church of God as meaning the whole confiilence of 
orders and members, as St. Paul's epiltles exprefs, and 
this likewife being read over : beiides this, it is there to 
be marked, that thofe Philadelphians are exhorted to 
choofe a biihop of Antiocli. Whence it feems by the 
way that there was not that wary limitation of dioccfe in 
thcrife times, which is confirmed even by a fail friend of 
epifcopacy, Camden, who cannot but love biihops as 
well as old coins, and his much lamented monafteries, 
for anti(juity*s fake. He writes in his defcription of Scot- 
Jaod, '' That over all the world biihops had no ccicain 
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diocefc till pope Dionyfius about the year 268 did cut 
them out ; and that the bifhops of Scotland executed 
their funftion in what place foever they came indif^ 
ferently, and without diftindlion, till king Malcolm the 
third, about the year 1070." Whence may be gueflcd 
what their funftion was: was it to go about circled with 
B band of rooking officials, with cloakbags fall of cita- 
tions, and procefles to be ferved by a corporality of grif- 
fonlike promoters and apparitors ? Did he-go about to 
pitch down his court, as an empiric does his bank, t6 
inveigle in all the money of the country ? No certainly 
it would not have been permitted him to exercife any 
fuch function indifferently wherever he came. And 
verily fome fuch matter it was as want of a fat diocefe 
that kept our Britain bifhops fo poor in the primitive 
times, that being called to the council of Ariminum in 
the year 359, they had not wherewithal to defray the 
charges of their journey, but were fed and lodged upon 
the Emperor s coft ; which mull needs be no accidental 
but ufual poverty in them: for the author, Sulpitiu^ 
Severus, in his 2d book of Church-Hiftory praifes them, 
and avouches it praifeworthy in a bifhop to be fo poor 
as to have nothing of his own. But to return to the an- 
cient election of bifhops, that it could not lawfully be 
without the confent of the people is fo exprefs in Cyprian^ 
and fo often to be met with, thpt to cite each place at 
large, were to trahflate a good part of the volume ; there- 
fore touching the chief pafTages, I refer the refl to whom 
fo lift perufe the author himfelf : in the 24th epiftle : 
" If a bifhop," faith he, " be once itiade and allowed by 
the teftimony and judgment of his colleagues and the peo- 
ple, no other can be made." In the 55th, ** When a bi- 
ihip is made by the fuffrage of all the people in peace.* 
In the 68th mark but what he fays ; " The people chiefly 
hath power either of choofing worthy ones, or refuling 
unworthy :'* this he there proves by authorities out of the 
Old and New Teftament, and with folid reafons : thef& 
were his antiquities. 

This voice of the people, to be had ever in epifcopal 
cledlions, was fo well known before Cyprian's time, even 
to thole that"wcre without the church, that the emperor 
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Alescander Severus deiired to have his governors of pro* 
Yinces chofen in the fame manner, as Lampridius can 
tell ; fo litde thought it he offenfive to monarchy. And 
if iingle authorities perfuade not, hearken what the 
whole general council of Nicaea, the firfi: and famoufeft 
of all the reft, determines, writing a fynodical epiftle to 
the African churches, to warn tliem of Arianifm ; it ex- 
horts them to choofe orthodox bifhops in the place of the 
dead, fo they be worthy, and the people choofe them ; 
whereby they feem to make the peoplc*s aflent fo necef- 
fixy, that merit, without their free choice, were not fuffi* 
cient to make a bifhop. What would ye fay now, grave 
fiuhers, if you ihould wake and fee unworthy biihops, or 
rather no bifhops, but Egyptian tafkmafters of ceremo- 
nies thruft purpofely upon the groaning church, to the 
affli^iion and vexation of God's people ? It was not of 
dd that a confpiracy of biihops could fruftrate and fob 
off the right of the people ; for we may read how St. 
Martin, foon after Conftantine, was made biftiop of Tu- 
ton in France, by the people's confent from all places 
thereabout, maugre all the oppofition that the bifliops 
could make. Thus went matters of the church almofl: 
100 years after Chrift, and very probably far lower : for 
Nicephorus Phocas the Greek emperor, whofe reign fell 
near the lOOO year of our Lord, having done many things 
tyrannically, is faid by Cedrenus to have done nothing 
more grievous and difpleaiing to the people, than to have 
cnaded that no biftiop ftiould be chofen without his 
will ; fo long did this right remain to the people in the 
midft of other palpable corruptions. Now for epifcopal 
dignity, what it was, fee out of Ignatius, who in his 
cpiflle to thofe of Trallis, confcfleth, " That the preftiy- 
tcrs are his fellow-counfcUors and fellow-benchers." 
And Cyprian in many places, as in the 6, 41, 52, epif- 
ties, fpeaking of prefbyters, calls them his compreibyters, 
as if he deemed himlelf no other, whenas by the fame 
place it appears he was a biftiop; he calls them brethren, 
but that will be thought* his meeknefs : yea, but the pref- 
byters and deacons writing to him think they do hiiu 
honour enough, when they phrafe hiin no higher than 
hrotlier Cyprian^ and dear Cyprian in the 2& epiftlft. 

For 
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For their authority it is evident not to have been liil^<^ 
but depending on the counfel of the pre£byters, as fhim 
Ignatius was erewhile alleged; and the fame Cypriaa 
acknowledges as much in the 6 epiftle, and adds then> 
to, that he had determined, from his entrance into the 
office of biihop, to do nothing without the confcnt of his 
people* and lb in the 3 1 epiftle, for it were tedious td 
courfe through all his writings, which are fo full of the 
]ike alTcrtiOns, infomuch that even in the womb and cen- 
tie of apoHafy, Rome itfelf, there yet remains a glimple 
of this truth ; for the pope himfelf, aa a learned £nglifh 
writer notes well, performeth all ccclcfiaflical jurifdic- 
tton as in confiftory among his cardinals, which were 
originally but the parifh priefts of Rome, llius then 
did the fpirit of unity and meeknefs infpire and animate 
every joint and finew of the myftical body i but now the 
nravefl and worthiell minifter, a true biihop of his fold« 
uall be reviled and ruffled by an infulting and only 
canon-wife prelate, as if he were fome flight paltry com- 
panion : and the people of God, redeemed and wafhed 
with Chrill's blood, and dignified with fo many gloriont 
titles of faints, and fons in the gofpel, are now no better 
reputed than impure ethnics and lay dogs; fiones, and 
pillars, and crucifixes, have now the honour and the 
alms due to Chrifi's living members ; the tabic of com- 
inunion, now become a table of feparation, fiands like aa 
exalted platform upon the brow of the quire, fortified 
with bulwark and barricado, to keep oif the profant 
touch of the laics, whilft the obfcene and furfeited prieft 
fcruples not to paw and mammoc the facnunental bread, 
ss familiarly as his tavern bifcuit And dius the people^ 
vilified and rejected by them, give over the eamcft flud^ 
of virtue and godllnel's, as a thing of greater purity thaft 
they need, and the fcarch of divine knowledge as a niyC> 
tery too high for their capacities, and only for churdi- 
inen to meddle with ; which is what the prelates defire^ 
that when they have brought ua back to popifli blind^ 
cefa, wc might commit to their difpofe the whole ma* 
naging of oiu- lalvation, for they think it was never &ir 
world with them lince that time. But he that will mould 
• iQodera biihop into a primitivej muit yield him to be 
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elected by the popular voice, undiocefed, unrevenued, un* 
lorded, and leave him nothing but brotherly equality, 
natchlefs temperance, frequent falling, inceflant prayer 
and preaching, continual watchings and labours in his 
mimflry ; which what a rich booty it would be, what a 
plump endowment to the many-bencfic^-gaping-mouth 
of a prelate, what a relifh it would give to his canary*** 
fucking) and fwan-eating palate, let old bifhop Moun-^ 
tain judge fot me. 

How little therefore thofe ancient times make for mo« 
dem biihope, hath been plainly difcourfed ; but let them 
make for them as much as they will, yet why we ought 
not to ftand to their arbitrement, ihall now appear by a 
threefold corruption which will be found updn them« 
1. The beft times were fpreadingly infedted. 2. The beft 
men of thofe times foully tainteid. 3. The beft writings 
of thofe men dangeroufly adulterated. Thefe pofitioua 
are to be made good out of thofe times witneiling of them* 
felves. Firft, Ignatius in his early days tefiifies to the 
churches of Alia, that even then herefies were fprung up, 
and rife every where, as Eufebius relates in his 3 book, 
85 chap, alter the Greek number. And Hegefippus, a 
crave church writer of prime antiquity, affirms in the 
»me book of Eufebius, c. 32 : ^* That while the apoftles 
were on earth, the depravers of dodtrine did but lurk \ 
but they once gone, with open forehead they durft preach 
down the truth with faliities." Yea, thofe that are 
reckoned for orthodox, began to make fad and fhameful 
rents in the church about the trivial celebration of feafts, 
not agreeing when to keep EaAer-day ; which contro^ 
vcrfy grew lo hot, that Victor the bifhop of Rome excom- 
municated all the churches of Afia for no other caufe^ 
and was worthily thereof reproved by Irensus. For can 
any fouud theologcr think, that thefe great fathers under- 
flood what was gofpcl, or what was excommunication ? 
Doubtlefs that which led the good men into fraud and 
crrour was, that they attended more to the near tradition 
of what they heard the apoftles fometimes did, than to 
what liiey had left written, not conftdering that many 
things which they did were by the apoftles themfelves 
profefled to be done only for the prefent, and of mere in- 
dulgence 
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dulgcncc to fome fcrupulous converts of the circumd* 
lion, but what they writ was of firm decree to all future 
ages. Look but a century lower in the 1 cap. of Eufe- 
bins 8 book. What a univedal tetter of impurity had 
envenomed every part, order, and degree of the church, 
to omit the lay herd, which will be little regarded, 
** thofe that feem to be our paftors," (kith he, *• overtum^* 
ing the law of God's worfhip, burnt in contentions one 
towards another, and increafing in hatred and bitternefs, 
outrageouily fought to uphold lordfliip, and command as 
it were a tyranny." Stay but a little, magnanimous bi« 
ihops, fupprefs your afpiring thoughts, for there is 90* 
thing wanting but Conflantine to reign, and then tyramiy 
herfclf fhall give up all her citadels into your hands, and 
count ye thenceforward her truftieft agents. Such were 
thefe that mufl be called the ancientefl. and moft vii]gin 
times between Chrift and Conflantine. Nor was this 
general contagion in their adtions, and not in their writ- 
ings : who is ignorant of the foul errours, the ridiculous 
wrefting of fcripture, the herefies, the vanities thick 
fown through the volumes of Juftin Martyr, Clemensji 
Origen, TertuUian, and others of eldefl: time ? Who 
would think him fit to write an apology for Chriftiaa 
faith to the Roman ienate, that would tell them ^^ how 
of the angels/' which he mufl needs mean thofe in Ge- 
nefis called the fons of Grod, '^ mixing with women were 
begotten the devils," as good Juflin Maityr in his Apo* 
logy told them ? But more indignation would it moye to 
any Chrifiian that fhall read Tertullian, terming St. Paul 
a novice, and raw in grace, for reproving St. Peter at 
Antioch, worthy to be blamed if we believe the epifile to 
the Galatians : perhaps from this hint the blafpnemous 
Jefuits prefumed in Italy to give their judgment of St 
Paul, as of a hotheaded perfon, as Sandys in his relations 
tells us. 

TJow befides all this, who knows not how many fuper- 
ilitious works are ingrafFed into the legitimate writings 
of the fathers ? And of thofe books that pafs for auth ea- 
tic, who knows what hath been tampered withal, what 
hath been razed out, what hath been inferted ? Befides 
the late legerdemain of the papifls, that which Sulpitius 
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writes concerning Origen's books, givA us caufc vehe- 
niently to fufpeft, there hath been packing of old. In the 
third chap, of his 1 ft Dialogue we may read what wrang- 
ling the bilhops and monks had about the reading or not 
reading of Origen ; fome objecting that he was corrupted 
by heretics, others anfwcring that all fuch books had 
been fo dealt with. How then fhall I truft thefe times 
to lead me, that teftify fo ill of leading themfelves? Cer- 
tainly 'of their defecfts their own witnefs may be beft re- 
ceived, but of the reflitude and lincerity of their life and 
doctrine, to judge rightly, we muft judge by that which 
was to be their rule- 
But it will be objedled, that this was an unfettled ftate of 
the church, wanting the temporal magiftrate to fupprefs the 
licence of falfe brethren, and the extravagancy of ftill new 
opinions; a time not imitable for church*government> 
where the temporal and fpiritual power did not clofe in 
one belief, as under Conftantinc. I am not of opinion 
to think the church a vine in this refpcft, becaufe, asthey 
take it, flie cannot fublift without clafping about the elm 
of worldly ftrcngth and felicity, as if the heavenly city 
could not fupport itfelf without the props and buttreffes 
of fecular authority. They extol Confiantine becaufe he 
extolled them ; as our homebred monks in their hiftories 
blancl\ the kings their benefadlors, and brand thofe that 
went about to be their corredtors. If he had curbed the 
growing pride, avarice, and luxury of the clergy, then 
every page of his ftory Ihould have fwelled with his 
firalts, iand that which Zozimus the heathen writes of him 
ibould have come in to boot : we fhould have heard then 
in etcry declamation how he flew his nephew Commodus, 
a worthy man, his noble and eldeft fon Crifpus, his wife 
Faofta, belides numbers of his friends ; then his cruel ex- 
adHons, his unfoundnefs in religion, favouring the Arians 
that had been condemned in a council, of which himfelf 
Ut as it were preiident -, his hard meafure and banrfh- 
mentot the faithful and invincible Athanaflus ; his living 
nnbaptized aimoft to his dying day ; thefe blurs are too 
apparent in his life. But fince he muft needs be the load^ 
&ir ot retomution, as fome men clatter, it will be ^ good 
to ttt further his knowledge of religion what it was, and 
Vol.. I. C by 



IS Of Reformation in England* 

by that We may Irkcwifeguefs at the lincerity of his times 
in thofe that were not heretical, it being likely that he 
would converfe with the famoufeft prelates (for fo he had 
made them) that were to be found for learning. 

Of his Arianifm we heard, and for the reft, a pretty 
fcantling of his knowledge may be taken by his deferring 
to be baptized fo many years, a thing not ufual, and re- 
pugnant to thetenouroffcripture ; Philip knowing nothing 
that fhould hinder the eunuch to be baptized after pro- 
feflion of his belief. Next, by the exceflive devotion, that 
I may not fay fuperftkion, both of him and his mother 
Helena, to find out the crofs on which Chrift fufFered, 
that had long lain under the rubbifti of old ruins ; (a 
t^ing which the difciplcs and kindred of our Saviour 
might with more eafe have done, if they had thought it 
a pious dqty Oifome of the nails whereof he put into bis* 
helmet, to bear oiF blows in battle, others he faftened 
among the ftuds of his bridle, to fulfil (as he thought, or 
his court bifhops perfuaded him) the prophecy of Zecha- 
riah ; ** And it fhall be that which is in the bridle fliall 
1x5 holy to the Lord." Part of the crofs, in which he 
thought fuch virtue to refide, as would prove a kind of 
Palladium to fave the city wherever it remained, he cauf- 
cd to be laid up in a pillar of porphyry by his ftatue. 
How he or his teachers could trifle thus with half an eye 
open upon St. Paul's principles, 1 know not how to 



amagine. 



How Ihould then the dim taper of this emperor's age, 
that had fuch need of fnuffing, extend any beam to our 
times, wherewith we might hope to be better lighted, than 
by thofe luminaries that God hath fct up to fhincto us far 
nearer hand. And what reformation he wrought for his 
own time, it will not be amifs to confider ; he appointed 
certain times for fafts and feafts, built ftately churches, 
gave large immunities to the clergy, great riches and pro* 
motions to bifliops, gave and miniftercd oocafion to bring 
in a deluge of ceremonies, thereby either to draw in the 
heathen by a refemblance of their rites, or to fet a glofs 
upon the limplioity and plainnefs of chriftianity ; which^ 
to the gorgeous folcmnities of paganifni, and the fenfe of 

the 
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the world's children, fee nicd but a lioincly and ycomanly 
religion ; for the beauty of inward fanclity was not within 
their profpedh 

J5o that in this manner the prelates, both then and ever, 
fince, connng from a mean and plebeian life on a fudden. 
to be lords of llatcly palaces, rich furniture, delicious fare,. 
and princely attendance, thought the plain and home- 
ipun verity of Clirift's gofpel unfit any longer to hold 
their lordlhips' acquaintance, unlefs tl?c poor threadbare 
matron were put into better clothes : her chaftc and mo- 
deft vail, furrounded with celeftial beams, they overlaid 
with wanton treffes, and in a flaring tire befpqcklcd Ijcr 
with all the gaudy allurements of a whore. 

Thus flourifhed the church with Conflantine's wealth,' 
and thereafter were the efFeds that followed ; his fon Con- 
itantius proved a flat Arian, and his ncphcwjulian an apof- 
tatc, and there his race ended : the church that before by 
infenfible degrees welked and impaired, now with large 
ftcps went down hill decaying : at this time Antichrift be- 
gan firft to put forth his horn, and that faying was common, 
that former times had wooden chalices and golden priefts ; 
but they, golden chalices and wooden priefis. ^'Formerly," 
faith Sulpitius, " martyrdom by glorious death was fought 
more greedily than now bifhoprics by vile ambition are 
hunted after,", fpeaking of thefe times : and in another 
place, " they gape after poflx:flions, they tend lands and 
livings, they cower over their gold, they buy and fell : and 
if there be any that neither poflcfs nor traffic, that which is 
worfe, they fit ftill, and expedl gifts, and proflitute every 
tndowment of grace, every holy thing, to fale." And in 
the end of his hifiory thus he concludes : '* All things went 
to wrack by the fadion, wilfulncfs, and avarice of the 
bifhops; and by this means God's people, and'6very good 
man, was had in fcorn and derifion ;'* which St. Martin 
found truly to be faid by his firicnd Sulpitius; for, being 
held in admiration of all men, he had only the bilhops 
his enemies, found God lefs favourable to him after he 
was bilhop than before, and for his lall fixteen years 
would come at no bifliop's meeting. Thus you fee, fir, 
what Conflantine's doings in the church brought forth, 
cither in his own or in his fon's reign. ,, 

Now, left it fliould be thought that fomething elfc 
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' might ail this author thus to hamper the bilhops of thofe 
days, I will bring you the opinion of thre^ the famoufeft 
men for wit and learning that Italy at this day glories of, 
whereby it may be concluded for a received opinion, even 
among men profeffing the Romilh faith, that Conftantine 
marred all in the church-- Dante, in his igth Canto of 
Inferno, hath thus, as I will render it you in Englilh blank 
verfe : 

Ah Condantine ! of how much ill was caufe 
Not thy converfioo, but thofe rich domains 
That the firft wealthy pope receiv*d of thee ! 

So, in his 20th Canto of Paradife, he makes the like 
complaint, and Petrarch feconds him in the fame mind 
in his lt)8th fonnet, which is wiped out by the inquifitor 
in fome editions ; fpeaking of the Roman Antichrift as 
merely bred up by Conftantine. 

Founded in challe and humble poverty, 

'Gainft them that rais'd thee doft thou lift thy born, ' 

Impudent whore, where had thou plac*d thy hope? 

In thy adulterers, or thy ill-got wealth? 

Another Con Haniiue. comes not in hafte. 

Arioflo of Ferrara, after both thefe in time, but equal 
in fame, following the fcope of his poem in a difficult 
knot how to rcflore Orlando his chief hero to his loft 
fenfes, brings Aftolfo the Englifh knight up into the 
moon, where St. John, as he feigns, met him. Cant. 34. 

And to be ihort, at laft his guide him brings 
Into a goodly valley, where he fees 
A mighty mafs of things drangely confu8*d> 
Things that on earth were loik, or were abus*d. 

And amongft thefe fo abufed things, liften what he 
met \vithal^ under the condudi of the Evangelift. 

Then^fsM he to a flowery mountain green^ 
Whi(!h once fmelt fweet, bow (links as odiouily : 
Thjs was that ^ift (if you the truth willhave) 
That Condantme to good Sylveftro gave. 

> 

And this was a truth well known in England before 
this poet wasbonij as bur Chaucer's Ploughman Iball tell 

you 
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you by and by upon another occafion. By all thefe cir- 
cumftances laid together, I do not fee how it can be dif- 
puted what good this emperor Conftantine wrought to 
the church, but rather whether ever any, though perhaps 
not wittingly, fet open a door to more mifchicf in Chrif- 
tendom. TTiere is juft caufe therefore, that when the 
prelates cry out. Let the church be reformed according to 
Conftantine, it ihould found to a judicious ear no other* 
wife, than if they fhould fay. Make us rich, make us lofty, 
make us lawlefs ; for if any under him were not fo, thanks 
to diofe ancient remains of integrity, which were not yet 
quite worn out, and not to his government. 
— ^ JX&tis finidly it appears, that thofc purer times were not 
fuch as they are cried up, and not to be followed with- 
out fufpicion, doubt, and danger. The laft point where- 
in the antiquary is to be dealt with at his own weapon, 
18, to make it manifeft that the ancientefl and bed of the 
fathers have difclaimed all fufficiency in themfelves that 
men fhould rely on, and fent all comers to the fcriptures, 
as allfufficient : that this is true, will not be unduly ga- ' 
theredj by fhowing what efteem they had of antiquity 
^ themfelves> and what validity they thought in it to prove 
dodhine or difcipline. I muft of neceffity begin from 
the fecond rank of fathers, becaufe till then antiquity 
could have no plea. Cyprian in his 63d Epiftle: "If 
any," fafith he, " of our anceftors, either ignorantly, or 
out of fimpl icily, hath not obferved that which the Lord 
taxight us by his example," fpeaking of the Lord's fup- 
pcr, ** his fimplicity God may pardon of his mercy ; but 
we cannot be excufed for following him, being inftrufted 
by the Lord.'* And have not we the fame inftrudlions ; 
and will not this holy man, with all the whole confiflory 
of faints and martyrs that lived of old, rife up and ftop 
our mouths in judgment, when we Ihall go about to fa- 
ther our errours and opinions upon their authority ? In the 
73d Epift. he adds, " In vain do they oppofe cpftom to 
us, if tlicy be overcome by reafon ; as if cudom were 
greater than truth, or that in fpiritual things that were 
not to be followed, which is revealed for the better by 
the Holy Ghoft." In the 74th, ^ Neither ought cuftom to 
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hinder that truth fliould not prevail ; for cuftom without 
truth is but agcdnefs of errour." 

Next La(flantius, he that was preferred to have the 
bringing up of Conftantine's children, in his fecond book 
of Inflitutions, chap. 7 and 8, difputes againft the vain 
truft in antiquity, as being the chiefeft argument of the 
Heathen againft the ChrilHans : " They do not confidcr," 
faith he, " what religion is, but they are confident 
it is true, becaufe the ancients delivered it; they 
count it a trefpafs to examine it** And in the eighth : 
** Not becaufe they went before us in time, therefore in 
wifdom ; which being given alike to all ages, cannot be 
prepoflefled by the ancients : wherefore, feeing that to feek 
the truth is inbred to all, they bereave themfelves of wif- 
dom, the gift of God, who without judgment follow the 
ancients, and are led by othcre like brute beafts.'* St. 
Auftin writes to Fortunatian, that " he counts it lawfu]» 
in the books of whomfoever, to rejedl that which he finds 
otherwife than true ; and fo he would have others deal by 
him." He neither accounted, as it feems, ihofe fathers 
that went before, nor himfelf, nor others of his rank, for 
men of more than ordinary^ fpirit, that might equally de- 
ceive, and be deceived : and ofttimes fetting our fervile 
humours afide, yea, God fo ordering, we may find trUth 
with one man, as foon as in a council, as Cyprian agrees, 
71ft Epift. ** Many things," faith he, " are better revealed 
to fingle perfons." At Nicsea, in the firft and beft-re- 
puted council of all the world, there had gone out a 
canon to divorce married priefts, had not one old man, 
Paphnutius, flood up, and reafoned againft it. 
' Now remains it to fhow clearly that the fathers refer all 
decifion of controverfy to the fcriptures, as allfufficient to 
dire6l, to refolvc, and to determine. Ignatius, taking his lafl: 
leave of the Afian churches, as he went to martyrdomi ex- 
horted them to adhere clofe to the written doftrine of the 
apoftles, heceffarily written for poflerity : fo far was he from 
unwritten traditions, as may be read in the 36th chap, of 
Eufebius, 3 b. In the 74th Epift. of Cyprian againft Ste- 
fan, bilhop of Rome, impofing upon him a tradition ; 
'* Whence,'' quoth he, *^ is this tradition ? Is it fetched from 
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the authority of Chrift in the gofpel, or of the apoftles i^ 
their epiftles ? for God teftifies that thofe things are to b^ 
done which are written." And then thus, " What obfti" 
nacy, what prcfumption is tliis, to prefer human tradition 
before divine ordinance ?" And in the fame epift. if we 
Ihall return to the head, and beginning of divine tradi- 
tion, (which we all know he means the Bible) human 
crrour ceafes ; and the reafon of heavenly myflcries un- 
folded, whatfoever was obfcure becomes clear." And in 
the 14th diftindt. of the fame epift. dire6lly againft our 
modem fantaiies of a ftill vifible church, he teaches, 
** that fucceffion of truth may fail ; lo renew which, we 
muft have recourfe to the fountains ;" ufing this excel- 
lent (imilitudc, " if a channel, or conduitpipe which 
brought in water plentifully before, fuddcnly fail, do we 
not go to the fountain to know the caufe, whether the 
fpring affords no more, or whether the vein be flopped, or 
turned afide in the midcourfe ? Thus ought we to do, 
keeping God's precepts, that if in aught the truth Ihall 
be changed, we may repair to the gofpel and to the 
apoftles, that thence may arife the realon of our doings, 
from whence our order and beginning arofe." In the 75th 
he inveighs bitterly againft pope Stephanus, " for that he 
could boaft his fucceffion from Peter, and yet foift in tra- 
ditions that were not apoftoliatl." And in his book, of 
the unity of the church, he compares thofe that, negledl- 
ing God's word, follow the do6lrine3 of men, to .Corah, 
Dathan, and Abiram. The very (irll page of Athanafius 
againft the gentiles, avers the icripturcs to be fufficient of 
themfelves for the declaration of truth; and that if his 
friend Macarius read other religious writers, it was but 
<j)»XoxaX5; come un veituolo, (as llie Italians fay,) as a lover 
of elegance : and in Ms fccond tome, the Sgih page, after 
he hath reckoned up the canonical books, ^' in ihele only,** 
faith he, " is the doftrinc of gudlincis taught ; let no man 
add to thefc, or take from ihclc.'* And in his Synoplis, 
liaving again fi:t down all4l>c writers of the Old and New 
Teftaraent, '• thei'e," faith he, '* be the anchoisand props 
of our faiih." Bclidcs thefc, millions of other books have 
been written by great and \yilc men according to rule, 
and agreement w ith tlicle, of which I will not now ijpeak, 
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as being of infinite number, and mere dependance On thfc 
canonical books. Bafil, in his 2d tome, writing of trufc 
faith, tells his auditors, he is bound to tench them thiit 
which he hath learned out of the Bible : and in the fame 
treatife he faith, " that feeing the commandments of die 
Lord are faithful, and fure for ever, It is a plain falling 
from the faith, and a high pride, either to make void any 
thing therein, or to introduce any thing not there to be 
found :" and he gives the reafon, " for Chrift faith, My 
fheep hear my voice, they will not follow another, but 
fly from him, becaufe they know not his voice." But 
not to be endlefs in quotations, it may chance to be ob- 
jetfted, that there be many opinions in the fathers which 
have no ground in fcripture; fo much the lefs,may I fay^ 
ihould we follow them, for their own werds (hall con- 
demn them, and acquit us that lean not on them ; other- 
wife thefe their words will acquit them, and condemn a^ 
But it will be replied, the fcriptures are difficult to be un- 
derftood, and therefore require the explanation of the fei- 
thers. It is true, there be fome books, and efpecially fome 
places in thofe books, tliat remain clouded ; yet ever that 
which is moft neceffary to be known is moft eafy ; afid 
that which is moft difficult, fo far expounds itfelf ever, 
as to tell us how little it imports our faving knowledge. 
Hence, to infer a general obfcurity over all the text, is a 
mere fuggeftion of the devil to difluade men from reading 
it, and cafts an afperfion of difhonour both upon the 
mercy, truth, and wifdom of God. We count it no 
gentlenefs, or fair dealing in a man of power amongft us, 
to require flridl and punctual obedience,- and yet give out 
all his commands ambiguous and obfcure, we ihould 
think he had a plot upon us; certainly fuch commands 
were no commands, but fnares. The very eflencc of 
truth is plainnefs and brightnefs, the- darknefs and 
crookednefs is our own. The wifdom of God created 
underftanding, fit and proportionable to truth, the obgedl 
and end of it, as the eye to the thing vifible. If our un- 
derftanding have a film of ignorance over it, or be blear 
with gazing on other falfe glifterings, what is that to 
truth ? If we will but purge with fovereign eyefalve that 
intelledual jay which God hath planted in us, then wo 
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would believe the fcriptures protefting their own plainneft 
mud peifpicuity, calling to them to be inflrudled, not only 
the wife and learned, but the fimplc, the poor, the babes, 
ibreteliing an extraordinary efilifion of God's fpirit upon 
every age and fcx, attributing to all men, and requiring 
from them the ability of fearching, trying^ examining aU 
things, and by the fpirit difcerning that which is g^xl ; 
and as the fcriptiues themfelves pronounce their own 
plainnefs^ fo do the fathers teftify of them. 

I will not run into a |)aroiyfm of citations again in this 
point, only inftance Amaifimw in his forementioned firft 
W^e*: ••The knowledge of troth,'' faith he, ** wants no 
hoinan l(»re, as being evident in itfelf, and by the preaching 
of Chrift now opens brighter than the fun." If thefc * 
doftors, who had fcarce half the light that we enjoy, who 
all, except two or three, were ignorant of the HebiMr 
tongue, and many of the Greek, blundering upon the 
dangerous and fufpedlful tranflations of the apoftate 
Aqinla, the heretical Thcodotion, the judaized Symma- 
chus, the erroneous Origcn ; if thefe tould yet find the 
Bible fo eafy, why fhould we doubt, that have all the 
helps of learning, and faithful induftry that man in this 
life can look for, and the afiiftance of God as near now 
to us as ever ? But let the fcriptures be hard ; arc they 
more hard, more crabbed, more abftrufe than the Others ? 
He that cannot underfland the fober, plain, an^ unaffe^l- 
ed ftyle of the fcriptures, will be ten times more puzzled 
with the knotty Africanifms, the pampered metaphors, 
the intricate and involved fcntences of the fathers, be- 
iides the fantailic and declamatory flafheSi the crofs^ 
jingling periods which cannot but dillurb, and come 
thwart a fettled devotion, woife than the din of bells and 
latdes. 

Now, fir, for the love of holy Reformation, what can be 
laidmoieagaifift thefe importunate cKents of antiquity than 
fhe herfelf their patronefs hath {aid ? Whether, think ye, 
would ihe approve ftill todoat uponimmeafurabic, innu- 
merable,and therefore unneceflary and un nicrcilul vol ume^ 
chooiing lather to err with the fpecious name of the fathers, 
or to take a found truth at the hand of a plain upright man, 
that all his da^ hath been diligently reading the holy 
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' fcriptures, and thereto imploring God's grace, while the 
admirers of antiquity have be-en beating their brains 
about « their ambones, their dyptichs, and meniaias ? 
Now, he that cannot tell of flations and indi6lions, nor 
has wafted his precious hours in the endlefs conferring of 
councils and conclaves that demolifti one another, (al- 
though I know many of thofe that pretend to be great 
rabbics in thefe ftudies, have fcarce faluted them from 
the firings, and the titlepage ; or to give them more, have 
been but the ferrets and moufehunts of an index :) yet 
what paflror or roinift:er, how learned, religious, or dif- 
crete focver, does not now bring both his cheeks full 

: blown with oecumenical and fynodical, fhall be counted 
a lank, (hallow, infufficient man, yea a dunce, and not 
-worthy to fpeak about reformation of church-difcipline. 
But I trufl: they for whom God hath referved the honour 
of reforming this church, will ealily perceive their adver- 
faries' drift in thus calling for antiquity : they fear the 
plain field of the fcriptures ; the chafe is too hot ; they 
feek the dark, the bufliy, the tangled foreft, they would 
imboflc : they feel themfelves firook in the tranfparent 
ftreams of divine truth ; they would plunge, and tumble, 
and think to lie hid in the foul weeds, and muddy waters, 
where no plummet can read? the bottom. But let them 
beat themfelves like whales, and fpend their oil till they 
be dragged afliore : though wherefore fliould the minif- 
ters give them fo much line for fliifts and delays ? where- 
fiare fiiould they not urge only the gofpel,and hold it ever 
in their faces.like a mirror of diamond, till it dazzle and 
pierce their mifty eyeballs ? maintaining it the honour of 
its abfolule fuflSciency and fupremacy inviolable : for if 
the fcripture be for reformation, and antiquity to boot, 
it is but an advantage to the dozen, it is no winning call : 
and though antiquity be againft it, while the fcriptures be 
for it, the caufe is as good as ought to be wiflied, anti- 

. quity itfelf fitting judge. 

But to draw to an end \ the fccond fort of thofe that may 

. bejuftly numbered among the hindercrs of reformation, arc 

, libertines ; thefe fuggeft that the difcipline fought would 
be intolerable : for one bifliop now in a diocefe, we 
Ihould then have a pope in every parifli. It will not be 

requifite 
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rcquifite to anfwer thefe men, but only to difcover them ; 
for reafon they have none, but luft and licentioufnefs, and 
therefore anfwer can have none. It is not any difcipline 
that they could live under, it is the corruption and remilT- 
nefs of difcipline that they feck. Epifcopacy duly exe- 
cuted, yea, the turkifh and jewifli rigour againfl: whor- 
ing and drinking ; the dear and tender difcipline of a 
Either, the fociable and loving reproof of a brother, the 
bofom admonition of a friend, is a prefbytery, anda con- 
fiftory to them. It is only the merry friar in Chaucer 
can difpje * them. 

Full fwcctly heard he confeflion. 
And pleafant was his abfolution. 
He was an eafy man to give penance. 

And fo I leave them ; and refer the political difcourfe 
of epifcopacy to a fecond book. 



* A contradion of difciple. 
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THE SECOND BOOK. . 



SIR, 

Jt is a work good and pradent to be able to guide one 
man ; of larger extended virtue to order well one houfe : 
but to govern a nation pioufly and juftly, which only 
is to fay happily, is for a fpirit of the greateft fize, and 
divineft mettle. And certainly of no Icfs a mind, norol 
lefs^excellence in another way, were they who by writing 
laid the folid and true foundations of this fcience, which 
being* of greateft importance to the life of man, yet there 
is no art that hath been more cankered in her principles^ 
more foiled, and flubbered with aphorifming pedantry, 
than the art of policy ; and that moft, where a mar 
would think Ihould leaft be, in chriftian commonwealths. 
They teach not, that to govern well, is to train up a na- 
tion in true wifdom and virtue, and that which fprings 
from thence, magnanimity (take heed of that), and thai 
which is our beginning, regeneration, and happieft end 
likenefs to God, which in one word we call godlinefs ; 
and that this is the true flourilhing of a land, other things 
follow as the ihadow does the fubftance ; to teach thus 
were mere pulpitry to them. This is themafterpiecc ol 
a modern politician, how to qualify and mould the fuf- 
ferance and fubjedtion of the people to the length of thai 
foot that is to tread on their necks; how rapine maj 
ferve itfelf with the fair and honourable pretences ol 
public good ; how the puny law may be brought undei 
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the wardihip and control of luft and will : in which 
attempt if they fall fhort, then mud a fuperficial colour 
of reputation by all means, direct or indire<5l^ be gotten 
to walli over the unfightly bruife of honour. ,To make 
incn governable in this manner, their precepts* mainly 
tend to break a national fpirit and courage, by counter 
nancing open riot, luxury, and ignorance, till having thus 
disfigured and made men beneath men, as Juno in the 
&ble of lo, they deliver up the poor transformed heifer 
of the commonwealth to be (lung and vexed with the 
bffefe and goad of oppreffion, unc&r the cuftody of fomc 
At^us with a hundred eyes of jealoufv. To be plainer, 
fir^ how to fodder, how to fiop a leaic, how to keep up 
the floating carcafe of a craty and difeafed monarchy or 
(btCi betwixt Wind and water, (Wimmins AiU upon her 
own dead lees, that now is the deep dengn of a politi- 
cian. Alas^ fir! a commonwealth ought to be but as 
one hqge chriftian perfotiage, one mighty growth and 
fiature of tm honeft man, as big arid compadl in virtue aa 
ra body ; for look what the grounds and caufes are of 
fugle happirids to one man, the fame y^ Ihall find them 
to t whole ftate, as Afiitotle, both in his Ethics and Po- 
litics, from the princij^les of reafon lays down : by confe- 
^Uenoev therefore, that which is good and agreeable to 
roooarchy, will appear fooneft to be fo, by being good 
and agreeable to the true welfare of every Chriflian ; aiid 
that which can be juftly proved hurtful and ofFenfive to 
eveiy true Chriflian, will be evinced to be alike hurtful 
to monarchy : for God forbid that we fhould feparate and 
difimguifh the end and good of a monarch, from the end 
«nd good of the monarchy, or of that, fTX)m Chriftianity. 
How then this third and iaft fort that hinder reformation, 
^ill jollify that it (lands not with reafon of ftate, I much 
niufe; for certain I am, ihe Bible is (hut again ft them, 
«s certain that neither V\9Xo nor Ariftotle is for their 
tarns. What they can bring us now from the fchools of 
Loj^h with his Jef\>itSj or their Malvezzt, that can cut 
Tacitus into (livers and (leaks, we (hall prefently bear. 
They allege, 1 . That tlie church-government muft be 
conformable to the civil polity ; next, that no form of 
cburch*govemment is agreeable to monarchy, but that 
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of bifliops. Muft church -government that is appointed 
in the gofpcl, and has chief refpedl to the foul, be con- 
formable and pliant to civil, that is arbitrary, and chiefly 
converfant about the vifible and external part of man ? 
This is the very maxim that moulded the calves of Bethel 
and of Dan ; this was the quinteflencc of Jeroboam's po- 
licy, he made religion conform to his politic interefts ; 
and this was the fin that watched over the Ifraclites till . 
their final captivity. If this ftate principle come from 
the prelates, as they afFeft to be counted ftatifts, let them 
look back to Eleutherius ;bi{hop of Rome, and fee what 
he thought of the policy of England ; being required by 
Lucius, the firfl: Chrifl:ian king of ihis iXland, to give his 
counfel for the founding of religious laws, little thought 
he of this fage caution, but bids him betake himfelf to 
the Old and New Teftamenf, and receive diredlion from 
them how to adminifter both church and commonwealth; 
that he was God*s vicar, and therefore to* xule by God's 
laws ; that the edids of Caefar .we may at ^11 times dif- 
allow, but the ftatutes of Grod for n6 reafon we ipay 
rejc(Si:. Now certain, if church-government be taught in 
the gofpel, as the bifliops dare not deny, we may well 
conclude of what late ftanding this pofition is, newly 
calculated for the altitude of bifliop-«levation, and lettuce 
for their lips. But by what example can they fliow, that 
the form of church-difcipline muft be minted and mo- 
delled out to fecular pretences ? The ancient republic 
of the Jews is evident to have run through all the changes 
of civil eftate, if we furvey the ftory from the giving of 
the law to the Herods; yet did one manner of prieflly 
government ferve without inconvenience to all thefe tem- 
poral mutations; it ferved the mild ariftocracy of elec- 
tive dukes, and heads of tribes joined with them ; the 
di6latorfliip of the judges, the eafy or hardhanded mo- 
narchies, the domeftic or foreign tyrannies : lafl:ly, the 
Roman fenate from without, the Jewifli fenate at home, 
with the Galilean tetrarch ; yet the Levites had fome 
right to deal in civil affairs: but feeing the evangelical 
precept forbids churchmen to intermeddle with worldly 
employments, what interweavings or interworkings can 
knit the miniiler and the magiftrat^ in tlieir feveral func- 
tions. 
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tions, to the regard of any precife correfpondency ? See- 
ing that the churchman's office is only to teach mat the 
Chriftian faith, to exhort all, to encourage the good, to 
admonifli the bad, privately the Icfs ottcnder, publicly 
the fcandalous and ilubborn ; to cenfure and feparatCi 
from the communion of Chrift's flock, the contagious 
and incoirigible, to receive with joy and fatherly com- 
paffion the penitent: all this muft be done, and more 
than this is beyond any church-authority. What is all 
this either here or there, to the temporal regiment of 
weal public, whether it be popular, princely, or mo- 
narchical ? Where doth it entrench upon the temporal 
governor ? where does it come in his walk ? where doth 
it make inroad upon his jurifdidtion ? Indeed if the 
minifler's part be rightly difcharged, it renders him the 
people more confcionabli, qiiiet, and eafy to be governed; 
if oiherwife, his life and do6lrine will declare him. If, 
therefore, the conftitution of the church be already fet 
down by divinci prefcript, as all fides confefe, then can 
flic not be a handmaid to wait on civil commodities 
and refpefis ; and if the nature and limits of church-dif- 
ciplinc be fuch, as are either helpful to all political eflates 
WMiiffercntly, or have no particular relation to any, then 
itthere no neceffity, nor indeed poffibility, of linking the 
one with the other in a fpecial conformation. 

Now for their fecond conclufion, " That no form of 
church-government is agreeable to monarchy, but that 
of bilhops," although it fall to pieces of itfelf by that' 
which hath been faid ; yet to give them play, front and 
rear, it (hall be my talk to prove that cpifcopacy, with 
that authority which it challenges in England, is not only 
Dot agreeable, but tending to the dclirudion of mo- 
narchy. While the primitive paitors of the church of 
God laboured faithfully in their miniflry, tending only 
<hcir Ihcep, and not fceking, but avoiding all worldly 
matters as clogs, and indeed derogations and debafements 
to their high calling ; little needed the ])rinccs and po- 
tentates of the earth, which way focver the gofpel was 
fpread, to fiudy ways how to make a coherence between 
iJic church's polity and tlieirs: thcrc(ore, when Pilate 
Leard once our Saviour Chrift pi ofcliing that " his king- 
dom 
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dom was not of this world," he thought the ttian cotdd 
not fiand much in Casfar^s lights nor much endamage the 
Soman empire ; for if the life of Chrift be hid to this 
world, much more is his fceptre unoperative, but in fpi- 
Htual things. And thus lived, for two or three ages, the 
fucceflbrs of the apoftles. But when, through Conftan- 
line's lavifti fuperftition, they forfook their firft love, and 
fet themfelves up two gods inftead, Mammon and their 
Belly ; then taking advantage of the fpiritual power 
which they had on men's confciences, they began to caft 
a longing eye to get the body alfo, and bodily things 
into their command : upon which their carnal defires, the 
fpirit daily quenching and dying in them, knew no way 
to keep themfelves up from falling to nothing, but by 
bolftering and fupporting their inward rottennefs by a 
carnal and outward ftrength. For a while they rather 
privily fought opportunity, than haftily difclofed their 
projeft ; but when Conftantine was dead, and three or 
four emperors more, their drift became notorious and 
offenfive to the whole world ; for while Theodofius the 
younger reigned, thus writes Socrates the hiftorian, in 
his 7th book, chap. II. ** Now began an ill name to 
Dick upon the biihops of Rome and Alexandria, who be- 
yond their prieftly bounds now long ago had ftepped into 
principality :'* and this was fcarce eighty years fincc their 
raifing from the meaneft worldly condition. Of courtefy 
now let any man tell me, if they draw to themfelves a 
temporal ftrength and power out of Caefar's dominion, is 
not Casfar's empire thereby diminiftied ? . But this was 
a ftolen bit, hitherto he was but a cateipillar fecnetly 
gnawing at monarchy ; the next time you mall fee him a 
wolf, a lion, lifting his paw againft his raifer, as Petrareh 
exprefled it, and finally an open enemy and fubvertcr of 
the Greek empire. Philippicus and Leo, with divers 
other emperors after them, not without the advice of 
their patriarchs, and at length of a whole eaftern council 
of three hundred and thirty-eight biihops, threw the 
images out of churches as being decreed idolatrous. 

Upon this goodly occalion, the bifhop of Rome not 
only ie^zes the city, and all the territory about, into his 
own hands^ and makes himfelf lord thereof^ wliich tiU 
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then was governed by a Greek magi ft rate, but abfolvcs 
all Italy of their tribute and obedience due to the empe- 
ror, becaufe he obeyed God's commandment in abolifh- 
ing idolatry. 

3^ark, fir, here, how the pope came by St. Peter's pa- 
trimony, as he feigns it ; not the donation of Conftantine, 
but idolatry and rebellion got it him. Ye need but read 
Sigonius, one of his own fedl, to know the ftor}^ at large. 
And now to Ihroud himfelf againft a ftorm from the 
Greek continent, and provide a champion to bear him 
out in thefe pradlices, he takes upon him by papal fen- 
tence to unthrone Chilpericus the rightful king of 
Fnuice, and gives the kingdom to Pepin, for no other 
caufe, but tliat he fcemed to him the more a6live man.- 
If he were a friend herein to monarchy, I know not ; but 
to the monarch I need not aik what Jie was. 

Having thus made Pepin his fad friend, he calls him 
into Italy againft Aiftulphus the Lombard, that warred 
upon him for his late ufurpation of Rome, as belonging 
to Ravenna which he had newly won. Pepin, not un- 
obedient to the pope's call, palling into Italy, frees him 
out of danger, and wins for him the whole exarchate of 
Ravenna; which though it had been almoft immediately 
before the hereditary poffcffion of that monarchy, which 
was his chief patron and benefactor, yet he takes and 
keeps it to himfelf as lawful prize, and given to St. Peter. 
What a dangerous fallacy is this, when a fpiritual man 
may fnatch to himfelf any temporal dignity or dominion, 
under pretence of receiving it for the church's ufe ? 
Thus he claims Naples, Sicily, England, and what not ? 
To be (hort, under fliow of his zeal againft the crrours^f 
the Greek church, he never ceated baiting and gorine 
ihc fucccflbrs of his befi lord Conftanlinc, what by his 
barking curfes and excommunications, w hat by his hin- 
dering the weftern princes from aiding them againft the 
Sarazens and Turks, unlefs when they humoured him ; 
fo that it may be truly affirmed, he was the fubverfion 
and fall of that monarchy, w^hich was the hoifting of 
liiro. This, befides Petrarch, whom I have cited, our 
Chaucer alfo hath obferved, and gives from hci«ce a cau- 
tion to England^ to beware of her biihops in time, for 
Vol. I. D that 
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that their ends and aims are no more friendly io 
tDonarchy, than the pope's* 

This he begins in the Ploughman fpeaking, Part ii, 
Stai^. 28. 

The emperor yafc tlie pope fometime 

So high lordfllip him about. 

That at laft the filly kime, 

The prond pope put him out; 

£o of this realm is no doubt. 

But lords beware and them defend; 

For now tbefe folks be wonders (lout. 

The king and lords now this amend. 

And in the next Stanza, which begins the third part 
of the talc, he argues that they ought not to be lord^. 

Mofes law forbode it tho 

That priefls ihould no lord(hip welde^ 

Chria^ gofpel biddeth aUb 

That they (hould no lordlhips held: 

Nc Chrift's apoftles were never fo bold 

No fuch lordihips to hem embrace, 

But fmeren her ilieep and keep her fold. 

And fo forward. Whether the bifhops of England have 
deferved thus to be feared by men fo wife as our Chaucer 
is eftecmed ; and how agreeable to our monarchy and 
monarchs their demeanour has been, he that is but meanly 
read in our chronicles needs not be inftrudled. Have 
they not been as the Canaanites, and Philiflines, to this 
kingdom ? what treafons, what revolts to the pope ? 
what rebellions, and thofe the bafeft and moft pretence- 
lefs, have they not been chief in ? What could mo- 
narchy think, when Becket durft challenge the cuftody of 
Rochefler-caftle, and the Tower of London, as apper- 
taining to his fignory ? To omit his other infolencies 
and affronts to regal majefty, until the lafhes inflidled on 
the anointed body of the king, waflied off the holy 
undlion with his blood drawn by the polluted hands of . 
bifhops, abbots, and monks. 

What good upholders of royalty were the bifhops, 
when by their rebellious oppofition againfl king John, 
Nororaudy was loll, he bimfelf depofed, and this king- 
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dora made over to the pope ? When the bifhop of Win- 
chefter durft tell the nobles, the pillars of the realm, that 
there were no peers in England, as in France, but that 
the king might do what he pleafed. What could tyranny 
fay more ? It would be pretty now, if I Ihould infift 
upon the rendering up of Toumay by Woolfey's treafon; 
the excommunications, curfings, and interdifls upon the 
whole land ; for haply I (hall be cut off fhort by a reply, 
that thefc were the faults of men and their popifh errours, 
not of epifcopacy, that hath now renounced the pope, 
and is a proteftant. Yes fure ; as wife and famous men 
have fufpe<5led and feared the proteftant epifcopacy in 
England, as thofc that have feared the papal. 

You know, fir, what was the judgment of Padre Paolo, 
the great Venetian antagonift.of the pope, for it is extant 
in the hands of many men, whereby he declares his fear, 
that when the hierarchy of England (hall light into the 
hands of bufy and audacious men, or ihall meet with 

f)rinces tradlable to the prelacy, then much mifchief is 
ike to enfue. And can it be nearer hand, than when 
bifliops (hall openly affirm that, no bi(hop no king ? A 
trim paradox, an4 that ye may know where they have 
been a begging for it, I will fetch you the twin brother 
to it out of the Jcfuits cell : they feeling the axe of God*s 
refbraiation, hewing at the old and hollow trunk of pa- 
pacy, and finding the Spaniard their furcft friend, and 
iafeft refuge, to looth him up in his dream of a fifth 
monarchy, and withal to uphold the decrepit papalty, 
have invented this fuperpolitic aphorifm, as one terms 
it, one pope and one king. 

Surely there is not any prince in chrlitcndoiti, who, 

hearing this rare fophiftry, can choofc but fmile ; and if 

we be not blind at home, we may as well perceive that 

this worthy motto, no bifhop no king, is of the fame 

batch, s^nd infanted out of the fame fears, a mere agpe- 

cake coagulated of a certain fever they have, prefaging 

their time to be but (hort : ind now like thole that are 

finking, they catch round of that which is likelieft to 

bold them up; and would perfuade regyl power, that if 

they dive, he muft after. But what greUer dcbafement 

can there be to royal dignity, wliofe towcrmg and ftcd- 
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faft height refts upon the unroovable foundations of juf- 
tice, and heroic virtue, than to chain it in a dependance 
offubfifting, or ruining, to the painted battlements and 
gaudy rottennefs of prelatry, which want but one puff of 
the king's to blow them down like a pafleboard houfe 
built of court-cards ? Sir, the little ado' which methink3 
I find in untacking thefe pleafant fophifms, puts me into 
the mood to tell you a tale ere I proceed further ; and 
Menenius Agrippa fpeed us. 

Upon a time the body fummoned all the members to 
meet in the guild for the common good, (as iEfop's chror- 
nicies aver many flranger accidents :) the head by right 
takes the iirft feat, and next to it a huge and monilrous 
wen little lefs than the head itfelf, growing to it by a 
narrower excrefcency. The members, amazed^ began to 
aik one another what he was that took place next their 
chief? none could refolve. Whereat the wen, though 
unwieldy, with much ado gets up, and bcfpcaks the af* 
fembly to this purpofe : that as in place he was fecond 
to the head, fo by due of merit ; that he was to it an 
ornament, and ftrength, and of fpccial near relation ; and 
that if the head fhould fail, none were fitter than himfdf 
to ilep into his place : therefore he thought it for th^ 
honour of the body, that fuch dignities and rich endow « 
ments fhould be decreed him, as did adorn, and fet out 
the noblefl members. To this was anfwered, that it 
fhould be confulted. Then was a wife and learned phi- 
lofopher fent for, that knew all the charters, laws, and 
tenures of the body. On him it is impofed by all, as 
chief committee to examine, and difcufs the claim and 
petition of right put in by the wen ; who foon perceiving 
the matter, and wondering at the boldnefs of fuch a fwoln 
tumor. Wilt thoii (quoth he) that art but a bottle of 
vicious and hardened excrements, contend with the law- 
ful and freebom members, whofc certain number is fet 
by ancient, and unrepeatable flatute? head thou art 
none, though thou receive this huge fubflance from it : 
what office bearefl thou ? what good canfl thou fhow by 
thee done to the commonweal ? The wen not eafily 
dafhed, replies, that his office was his glory ; for fo oft 
as the foul would retire out of the bead from over the 
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ftfaming vapours of the lower parts to divine contem- 
plation, with him Ihe found the pureft and.quietcft re- 
treat, as being mod remote from' foil and difturbance. 
Lourdan, quoth the philofopher, thy folly is as great as 
thy filth : know that all the faculties of the foul are con- 
fined of old to their feveral veffels and ventricles, from 
which they cannot part without diflblution of the whole 
body; and that thou containeft no good thing .in thee, 
bnt a heap of hard and loathfome unclcanncfs, and art 
to the head a foul disfigurement and burden, when I have 
cut thee off, and opened thee, as by the help of thefe im- 
plements I will do, all men fhall fee, 
V But to return whence was digrefled : feeing that the 
thnmeof a king, as the wife king Solomon often remem- 
bers us, " is cftabliflied in juftice," which is the univerfal 
jufticc that Ariftotle fo much praifes, containing in it 
ill other virtues, it may aflure us thafthe fall of prelacy, 
whofe adlions are fo far diftant from juftice, cannot fhake 
thejeaft fiinge that borders the royal canopy; but that 
their ftanding doth continually oppofe and lay battery to 
regal fafety, Ihall by that which follows eafily appear, 
Amongft many.fecondary and acceflary caufes that fup- 
port monarchy, thefe arenotofleaft reckoning, though 
common to all other dates ; the love of the fuQedls, the 
multitude and valour of the people, and ftorc of trcafure. 
In all thefe things hath the kingdom been of late fore 
weakened, and chiefly by the prelates. Firft, let any 
num confider, that if any prince fhall fuffer^under him a 
commiilion of authority to be excrcifed, till all the land 
groan arid cry out, as againft a whip of fcorpions, whether 
this be not likely to leflen, and keel the affeftions of the 
fubjeft. Next, what numbers of faithful and freeborn 
£ngliflimen, and good Chriftians, have been conftrained 
to forfake their deareft home, their friends and kindred, 
whom nothing but the wide ocean, and the favage 
deferts of America, could hide and fheltcr from the fury 
of the biihops ? O fir, if we could but fee the fhape 
of our dear mother England, as poets are wpnt to give a 
perfonal form to what they pleafe, h6w would fhe appear, 
think ye, but in a moummg weed, with aihes upon her 
bead^ aiKl tears abundantly flowing from her eyes^ to be« 
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hold (o many of her children cxpofed at once, and thruft 
from things, of dcareft neceffity, becaufe their confcience 
could not aflent to things which the bifliops thought in- 
different ? What more binding than conlcience ? What 
more, free than indifFerency ? Cruel then rauft that in- 
difFerency needs be, that ihall violate the ftritSl neceffity 
of confcience ; mercilcfs and inhuman that free choice 
^nd liberty that fhall break aftmder the bonds of religion ! 
Let the aftrologer be difmaycd at the portentous blaze of 
comets, and impreflions in the air, as foretelling troubles 
and changes to dates : I fliall believe there cannot be a 
more ill-boding lign to a nation (God turn the omen 
from us !) than \yhen the inhabitants, to avoid infufifer- 
able grievances at home, are enforced by heaps to forfake 
their native country. Now, whereas the only remedy 
and amends againfl the depopulation and thinnefs of a 
land within, is the borrowed firength of firm alliance from 
without, thefe pricflly policies of theirs having thus ex- 
haufted our domefiic forces, have gone the way alfo to 
leave us as naked of our firmeft and faithfulleft neigh* 
hours abroad, by difparaging and alienating from us all 
proteflarit princes and commonwealths; who are not ig- 
norant that our prelates, and as many as they can infeA, 
account them no better than a fort of facrilegious and 
puritanical rebels, preferring the Spaniard our deadly 
enemy before them, and fet all ortliodox writers at nought 
in cotnparifon of the Jeluits, who are indeed the only 
corrupters of youth and good learning : and I have heard 
many wife .and learned men in Italy fay as much. It 
cannot be that the firongeft knot of confederacy fhould 
not daily flacl^en, when religion, which is the chief en- 
gagement of our league, fhall be turned to their reproach. 
Hence it is that the profperous and prudent flates of the 
United Provinces, (whom we ought to love, if not for 
themfclves, yet for our own good work in them, they 
having been in a manner planted and ere6led by us, and 
having been firicc to us the faithful watchmen and difco- 
verers of many a popilh and Auftrian complotted treafon, 
and with us the partners of many a bloody and vidlori- 
ous battle ;) whom the fimilitude of manners and language, 
the commodity of traffick, which founded the old Bur- 
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j^nndian league betwixt ns, but chiefly religion, fhould 
bind to us immortally ; even fuch friends as thefc, out of 
fomc principles inftilled into us by the prcjates, have been 
often difmiflcd withdiftafteful anlwers, and fometimes un- 
friendly actions : nor is it to be confidcred to the breach* 
of confederate nations, whofe mutual intercfts is of luch 
high confequence, though their merchants bicker in the 
Eaft Indies; neither is it fafc, or warj-, or indeed chrif- 
tianly, that the French king, of a different faith, fhould 
afford our neareft allies as good protection as \vc. Sir, I 
pcrfaadc myfelf, if our zeal to true religion, and the bro- 
therly ufage of our truefl friends, were as notorious to the 
vorld, as our prelatical fchifm, and captivity to rochet 
apophthegms, we had ere this fecn our old conquerors, 
and afterwards liegemen the Normans, together with the 
Britain^ our proper colony, and all the iGafcoins that are 
the rightful dowry of our ancient kings, come with cap 
and knee, defiring the Ihadbw of the Englifli fceptre to 
defend them from the hot pcrfecutions and taxes of the 
French. But when they come hither, and fee a tympany 
of SpanioHzed biftiops fwaggering in the foretop of the 
ftate, and meddling to turn and dandle the royal ball 
with unikilful and pedantic palms, no marvel though they 
ihink it as unfafe to commit religion and liberty to their 
arbitrating as to a fynagogue of Jefuits. 

But what do 1 ftand reckoning upon advantages and 
gains lofl: by the mifrule and turbulcncy of the prelates ? 
What do I pick up fo thriftily their fratterings and di- 
minifliings of the meaner fubjedl, whilft they by their 
feditious practices have endangered to lofe the king one 
tWrd of his tnain ftock ? What have they not done to 
banifh him from his own native country ? But to fpeak 
of this as it ought, would afk a volume by itfelf. , 

Thus as they have unpeopled the kingdom by expul- 
lion of fo many thoufands, as they have endeavoured to 
lay the (kirts of it bare by dilheartening and diflionouring 
our loyalleft confederates abroad, fo have they hamftrung 
the valour of the fubjeft by feeking to effeminate us all 
at home. Well knows every Wife nation that their liberty 
oonfifls in manly and honeft labours, in fobricty and rigo- 
rous honour to the marriagebed| which in both fexes 
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fliould be bred up from chafte hopes to loyal enjoyments ; 
and when the people flacken, and fall to loofenefs and riot, 
then do they as much as if they laid down their necks for 
fome wild tyrant to get up and ride. Thus learnt Cyrus 
to tame the Lydians, whom by arms he could not whilft 
they kept themfelves from luxury ; with one eafy procla- 
mation to fet up ftews, dancing, feafting, and dicing, he 
made them foon his flaves. I know not what drift the 
prelates had, whofe brokers they were to prepare, and 
fupple us either for a foreign invafion or doiueftic op* 
preffion ; but this I am fure, they took the ready way to 
defpoil us both of manhood and grace at once, and that 
in the ihamefulleft and ungodlieft manner, upon that day 
which God's law, and even our own reafon hath confe* 
crated, that we might have one day at leaft of feven fet 
apart wherein to examine and increafc our knowledge of 
God, to meditate and commune of our faith, our hope, 
our eternal ciiy in Heaven, and to quicken withal the 
ftudy and exercife of charity; at fuch a time that men 
Ihould be plucked from their fobereft and faddeil thoughts, 
and by bifhops, the pretended fathers of the church, in- 
fligatcd, by public edi6l, and with earned endeavour 
puftied forward to gaming, jigging, wallailing, and mixed 
dancing, is a horror to think! Thus did the reprobate 
hireling prieft Balaam feek to fubdue the Ifraelites to 
^oab, if not by force, then by this devilifti policy, to 
draw them from the fandluary of God to the luxurious 
and ribald feafis of Baal-peor. Thus have they trefpaffed 
not only ^gainft the monarchy of England, but of Heaven 
alfo, as others,-! doubt not, can prolecute againft them. 

I proceed within my own bounds to fhow you next 
what good agents they are about the re\'fenues and riches 
of the kingdom, which declare of what moment they arc 
to monarchy, or what avail. Two leeches they have that 
Hill fuck, and fuck the kingdom, their ceremonies and 
their courts. If any man will contend that ceremonies 
be lawful under the gofpel, he may be anfwered other 
where. This doubtlefs, that they ought to be many and 
overcoftly, no true proteftant will affirm. Now I appal 
to all wife men, what an exceffive wafte of treafure hath 
been within thefe few years in this land, not in the expc- . 
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dient, but in the idolatrous ere6lion of temples beautified 
exquiiitely to outvie the papifis, the coftly and dearbought 
Icandals and fnares of images, pi<5tures, rich copes, gor* 
geous altarcloths : and by the courfes they took, and the 
opinions they held, it was not likely any (lay would be^ 
or any end of their madnefs^ where a pious pretext is Jq 
ready at hand to cover their infaiiate defires. What can 
\vc fuppofe this will come to ? What other materials than 
thcfe have, built up the fpiritual Babel to the height of her 
abominations ? Believe it, fir, right truly it may be faid, 
that Antichrift is Mammon's fon. The four leaven of hu- 
man traditions^ mixed in one putrefied mafs with thepoi- 
fonous dr^s of hypocrify in the hearts of prelates, that* 
lie balking in the funny warmth of wealth and promo- 
tion, is the ferpent's e^ that will hatch an Antichrift 
whcrefoever, and engender the fame monfter as big, or 
little, as the lump is which breeds him. If the fplendour 
of gold and filvcr begin to lord it once again in the church 
of England, we Ihall fee Antichrift Ihortly wallow here, 
though his chief kennel be at Rome. If they had one 
thought upon God's glory, and the advancement of Chrif- 
tian taith, they would be a means that with thefe cxpen- 
fcs, thus profiifcly thrown away in traih, rather churches 
and fchoots m'^ht be built, where they cry out for want, 
and more added where too few are ; a moderate main- 
tenance diftributed to every painful minifter, that novr 
Icarce fuftains his family with bread, while the prelates 
revel like Bellhazzar with their full caroufes in goblets, 
and vefiels of gold fnatched from God's temple ; which 
(I hope) the worthy men of our land will confider. 
Now then for their courts. What a mafs of money is 
drawn from the veins into the ulcers of the kingdom this 
pray; their extortions, their open corruptions, the multi* 
tucle of hungry and ravenous harpies that fwarm about 
their offices, declare fufficiently. And what though all 
this go not over fea ? It were belter it did : better a pe* 
nurious kingdom, than where exceilive wealth flows into 
the gracelcfs and injurious hands of common fponges, to 
the impoveriihing of good and loyal men, and that bj 
inch execrable, fuch irreligious courfes. 

if the iacred and dreadful works of holy difciplinei 
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ccnfurc, penance, excommunication, and abfolution, 
where no prophane thing ought to have accefs, nothing 
to be affiftant but fage and chriAianly admonition, bro- 
therly love, flaming charity and zeal ; and then according 
to the effeAs, paternal forrow, or paternal joy, mild feve- 
rity, melting xompaflion ; if fuch divine minilleries as 
thefe, wherein the angel of the church reprefents the^ 
perfon of Chrift Jefus, muft lie proftitute to fordid fees 
and not pafs to and fro between our Saviour that of free 
grace redeemed us, and the fubmiffive penitent without 
the truckage of periihing coin, and the butcherly execu* 
tion of tormentors, rooks, and rakefhames fold to lucre ; 
then have the Babyloniih merchants of fouls juft excufe. 
Hitherto, fir, you have heard how the prelates have weak- 
ened and withdrawn the external accompliihments of 
kingly profperity, the love of the people, their multi- 
tude, their valour, their wealth ; mining and fapping the 
outworks and redoubts of monarchy. Now hear how 
they ftrike at the' very heart and vitals. 

We know that monarchy is made up of two parts, the 
liberty of the fubjedk, and the fupremacy of the king. I 
begin at the root. See what gentle and benign fathers 
they have been to our liberty ! Their trade being by the 
fame alchymy that the pope ufes, to extraft heaps of gold 
and lilver out of the drofly bullion of the people's fins ; 
and juftly fearing that the quickfighted proteflant's eye 
cleared in great part from the milt of fuperftition, may 
at one time or other look with a good judgment into thefe 
their deceitful pedleries; to gain as many affociates of 
guiltinefs as they can, and to infe<5t the temporal magif- 
trate with the like* lawleis, though not facrilegious extor- 
tion, fee awhile what they do ; they engage themfelves 
to preach, and perfuade an aflerlion for truth the moft 
falfe, and to this monarchy the moft pernicious and deftruc- 
tive that could be chofen. What more baneful to mo- 
narchy than a popular commotion, for the diflblution of 
monarchy flides apteft into a democracy ; and what ftirs 
the Engliflimen, as our wifeft writers have obferved, 
fooner to rebellion, than violent and heavy hands upon 
Aeir goods and purfes ? Yet thefe devout prelates, fpight* 
of our great charter^ and the fouls of' our progenitors that 
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wrefied their liberties out of the Norman gripe with their 
deareft blood and higheft prowefs, for thefe many years 
have not ccafed in their pulpits wrenching and fpraining 
the textj to fet at naught and trample under foot all the 
moft facred and lifeblood laws^ ftatutes, and a6ls of par- 
liament, that are the hol^ covenant of union and marriage 
between the king and his realm, by profcribing and con- 
fifcating from us all the right we have to our own bo- 
dies, goodSj and liberties. What is this but to blow a 
tnunpet, and proclaim a firecrofs to an hereditary and 
perpetual civil war ? Thus much againft the fubjedls li- 
berty hath been aflkulted by them. Now how they have 
fpart'd fupremacy, or are likely hereafter to fubmit to it^ 
remains lallly to be confidered. 

The emulation that under the old law was in the king 
toward!* the prieft, is now fo come, about in the gofpcl,- 
that all the danger is to be feared from the prieft to the 
king. Whilft the prieft's office in the law was fet out 
with an exterior luftre of pomp and glory, kings were 
ambitious to be priefts ; now priefis, not perceiving the 
heavenly brightnefs and inward fplendour of their more 
glorious evangelic miniftry, with as great ambition afTcdl 
to be kings, as in all their courfes is cafy to be obferved* 
Their eyes ever eminent upon worldly matters, their de- 
fires ever thirfiing after worldlv employments, inilead of 
diligent and fervertt ftudy in the Bible, they covet to be 
expert in canons and decretals, which may enable them 
to judge and interpofe in temporal caufcs, however pre- 
tended eccleiiafticaL Do they not hoard up pelf, feek to 
be potest in fecular ftrength, in ftate affairs, in lands, 
lordihips, and demains, to fway and carry all before them 
in high courts- and privy councils, to bring into their 
grafp the high and principal offices of thekingdom ? Have 
they not been bold of late to check the common law, to 
flight and brave the indiminiihable majefty of our higheft 
cxurt, the lawgiving and lacred parliament? Do they 
not plainly labour to exempt churchmen from the magif- 
tralc ? Yea, fo prefumptuoufly as to queftion and me- 
nace officers that reprefcnt the king's perfon for ufmg 
their authority againft drunken priefts ? The caufc of 
protc<^ing murderous clergymen was the firft heartburn 
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ing that fwcUed up the audacious Becket to thc'peftilenf 
and odious vexation of Henry the Second. Nay more, 
have not fome of their devoted fcholars begun, I need not 
fay to nibble, but openly to argue againft the king's fu- 
prcmacy ? Is not the chief of them accufed out of his own 
book/ and his late canons, to afFeft a certain unqueftion* 
able patriarchate, independent, and unfubordinate to the 
crov^rn ? From whence having firft brought ns to a fcr- 
vile ftate of religion and manhood, and having predif- 
pofed his conditions with the pope, that lays claim to this 
land, or fome Pepin of his own creating, it'were all as like- 
ly for him to afpire to the monarchy among us, as that the 
pope could find means fo on the ludden both to bereave 
the emperor of the Roman territory \irith tlic fevour of 
Italy, arid by an uneicpefted friend out of France, while 
he was in danger to lofc his ncwgot purchafe, beyond 
hope to leap into the fair exarchate of Ravenna. 

A good while the pope fubtly a£ted the lamb, writing 
to the emperor " my lord Tiberius, ray lord Mauritius ;'* 
but no fooner did this his lord pluck at the images and 
idols, but he threw off his fheep*s clothings and ftarted 
up a wolf, laying his paws upon the emperor*8 right, as 
forfeited to Peter. Why may not we as well, having been 
forewarned at home by our renowned Chaucer, and from 
abroad by the great and learned Padre Paolo, from the 
like beginnings, as we fee they are, fear the like events ? 
Certainly a wife and provident king ought to fufpcdl a 
hierarchy in his realm, being ever attended, ds it is, with 
two fuch greedy purveyors, ambition and ufurpation ; I 
fay, he ought to fufpedl a hierarchy to be as aangeix>tt8 
and derogatory from his crown as a tetrarchy or a heptar- 
chy. Yet now that the prelates had almoil attained io 
what their infolent and unbridled minds had hurried* 
them ; to thruft the laity under the defpotical nile of the 
monarch, that they themfelves might confine the monarch 
to a kind of pupillage under their hierarchy, obferve but 
how their own principles combat one another^ and fup- 
plant each one his fellow. 

, Having fitted us only for peace, and that a fervilc 
peace, by leflening our numbers, draining our efiates, 
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enfeebling our bodies, cowing our free fpirits by thofc 
ways as you have heard, their impotent adlions cannot 
fuftain themfelves the lead moment, unlefs they would 
roufe us up to a war fit for Cain to be the leader of; aa 
abhorred, a curfed, a fraternal war. England and Scot- 
land, dearefl brothers both in nature and m Chrift, muft 
be fet to wade in one another's blood ; and Ireland, our 
free Denizen, upon the back of us both, as occafion fhould 
fervc : a piece of fervice that the pope and all his fao* 
tors have been compafling to do ever fince the Rcfor* 
mation. 

But ever blefTcd be he, and ever glorified, that from 
his high watchtQwer in the heavens, difceming the 
crooked ways of perverie and cruel men, hath hitherto 
fnairoed and infatuated all their damnable inventions, and 
deluded their great wizards with a dcluiion fit for fools 
and children : had God been fo minded, he could have 
fcnt a fpirit of mutiny amongft us, as he did between 
Abimelcch and the Sechemitcs, to have made our fune- 
rals, and ilain heaps more in number than the miferable 
furviving joemnant ; but he, when we lead dcferved, fent 
out a gende g^e and meflage of peace from the wings of 
thofe his cherubims that fan his mercyfcat. Nor fhall 
the wifdom, the moderation, the Chridian piety, the con- 
ilaocy of our nobility and commons of England, be ever 
forgptten, whofe calm and temperate connivance could 
fit iliil and fmile out the (lormy blufler of men more au« 
dacious and precipitant than of Iblid and deep reach, until 
their own fury had run itfelf out of breath, afl'ailing by 
railv and heady approaches the impregnable iituation of 
our liberty and falety, that laughed fuch weak engineiy to 
fcom, fuch poor drifts to make a national war of a fur- 

Slice brabble, a tippet fcufiie, and engage the untainted 
onour of Englifh knighthood to unfurl the ftreaming 
red crofs, or to rear the horrid flandard of thofe latal guty 
dragons for fo unworthy a purpofe, as to force upon their 
fellow fubje6ls that which themfelves are weary of, the 
ikelcton of a mafs-book. Nor muil the patience, the 
fintitude, the firm obedience of the nobles and people of 
Scotland, flriving againd manifold provocations; nor 
null their fmccre and moderate proceedings hitherto be 
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unretnembered, to the fhameful conviftion of all thcfr 
detraftore. 

Go on both hand in hand, O nations, never to be dif- 
utiited ; be the praifc and the heroic fong of all poftcrity ; 
merit this, but feek only virtue, not to extend your limits ; 
(for what needs to win a fading triumphant laurel out of 
the tears of wretched men ?) but to fettle the pure wor- 
jfhip of God in his church, and juftice in the ftate : then 
Ihall the hardeft difficulties fmooth out themfelves before 
ye ; envy fhall link to Hell, craft and malice be confound- 
ed, whether it be homebred mifchief or outlandifh cun- 
ning: yea, other nations will then covet to ferve ye, for 
lordfhip and vidlory are but the pages of juftice and vir- 
tue. Commit fecurely to true wifdom the vanquifhing and 
uncafing of craft and fubtlety, which are but her two 
rnnagaies : join your invincible might to do worthy and 
godlike deeds; and then he that feeks to break your 
union, a cleaving curfe be his inheritance to all gene- * 
rations. 

Sir, you have now at length this queftion for the time, 
and as my memory would beft ferve me in fuch a copious 
and vaft theme, fully handled, and you yourfelf may 
judge whether prelacy be the only church-government 
agreeable to monarchy. Seeing therefore the perilous 
and confufed ftate into which we are fallen, and that to 
the certain knowledge of all men, through the irreligious 
pride and hateful tyranny of prelates, (as the innumerable 
and grievous complaints of every fhire cry out) if we will 
now refolve to fettle affairs either according to pure re- 
ligion or found policy, wc muft firft of all begin routidly 
to calhier and cut away from the public body the noi- 
fomc and difcafed tumour of prelacy, and come from 
fchifm to unity with our neighbour reformed fifter- 
churches, which with the bleffing of peace and pure doc- 
trine have now long time flourilhed ; and doubtlefs with 
all hearty joy and gratulation will meet and welcome our 
Chriftian union with them, as they have been all this 
while grieved at our ftrangencls, and little better than 
feparation from them. And for the difciplint' propound- 
ed, feeing that it hath been inevitably proved that the 
natural and fundamental caufes of political happincfs in 
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all governments are the fame, and that this chitrch-difci- 
pline is taught in the word of God, and, as wc fee, agrees 
according to wi(h with all fuch dates as have received it; 
we may infallibly afTure ourfelvcs that it will as well agree 
with monarchy, though all the tribe of Aphorlfmers and 
Politicafters would perfuade us there be fecretamd my{^ 
terious reafons againft it. For upon the fettling hereof 
mark what nounfhing and cordial reftorements to the 
Hate will follow, the miuifters of the gofpel attending 
only lo the work of falvation, every one within his limited 
chai]ge ; befides the difiufive blellin^ of God upon all 
our actions, the king ihall fit without an old diflurber, a 
daily incroacher and intruder ; ihall rid his kingdom of 
a iirong fequeftered and collateral power ; a confronting 
mitre^ whofe potent wealth and wakeful ambition he had 
juft caufc to hold in jealoufy: not to repeat the other 
prcfent evils which only their removal will remove, and 
becaufe things limply pure are inconfiftcnt in the mafs of 
nature, nor arc the elements or humours in a man's body 
exactly homogeneal; and hence the beft- founded com- 
monwealths and lead barbarous have aimed at a certain 
mixture and temperament, partaking the feveral virtues 
of each other ftatc, that each part drawing to itfelf may 
keep up a fleady and even uprightnefs in common. 

There is no civil government thiatt hath been known, 
no not the Spartan, not the Roman, though both for 
this refpedk fo much praifed by the wife Polybius, more 
divinely and harmonioufly tuned, more equally balanced 
as it were by the hand and fcale of juftice, than is the 
commonwealth of England ; where, under a free and un- 
tutored monarch, the noble ft, worthieft, and moft pru- 
dent men, with full approbation and fufFrage of the peo- 
ple, have in their power the fupreme and final determi- 
nation of higheft affairs. Now if conformity of church- 
dilcipline to the civil be fo defired, there can be nothing 
niore parallel, more uniform, than when under the fove- 
reign prince, Chrift's vicegerent, uling the fccptre of 
David, according to God's law, the godlicft, the wiftft, 
the leamedcft minlfters in their feveral charges have the 
inftrucfting and difdplining of God's people, by whofe 
full and free clcciion tliey are confecratcd to that holy 
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and equal ariftocracy. And why ihould not the piely 
and confcience of Englifhrnen, as members of the church, 
be trufled in the eledtion of paflors to fun£Uons that no^ 
thing concern a monarch, as well as their worldly wif* 
doms are piivileged as members of the ftate in fuffirag- 
ing their knights and burgeflcs to matters that concern 
him nearly ? And if in weighing thefe feveral officeSf 
their difference in time and quality be caft in^ I know 
they will not turn the beam of equal judgment the mckeij 
of a fcruple. We therefore having already a kind of 
apoflolical and ancient church eledion in our ftate, what 
a perverfenefs would it be in usof all others to retain 
forcibly a kind of imperious and (lately election in our 
church ? And what a blindnefs to think that what is 
already evangelical, as it were by a happy chance in our 
politv, fhould be repugnant to that which is the fame 
by divine command in the miniftry ? Thus then wc fee 
that ourccclefiaftical and political choices mayconfent and 
ibrt as well together without any rupture in the Aate» as 
Chriflians and freeholders. But as for honour, that 
ought indeed to be difierent and diilindl, as either. office 
looks a feveral way ; the minifler whofe calling and end 
is fpiritualy ought to be honoured as a father and phyfi^ 
cian to the foul, (if he be found to be fo) with a fonlike 
and difciplelike' reverence, which is indeed the deareft 
and moft afFefUonate honour, mofi to be deiired by a wife 
man, and fuch as will ealily command a free and plentiful 
proviiion of outward necefiaries, without his further caro 
of this world. 

The magiflrate, whofe charge is to fee to our perfons 
and eilatcs, is to be honoured with a more elaborate and 
perfonal courtfliip, with large falaries and (lipeods, that 
he himfclf may abound in thofe things whereof his legal 
juilice and watchful care gives us the quiet enjoyment* 
And this diftindlion of honour will bring forth a feemly 
and graceful uniformity over all the kingdom. 

Then ihall the nobles poflefs all the dignities and 
offices of temporal honour to themfelves, fole lords with* 
cut the improper mixture of fcholaflic and pufillaniiQoas 
upflarts ; the parliament ihall void her upper hoilie of 
the fame annoyances ; the common and civU laws (ball 
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be both fet free, the former from the control, the other 

from the mere vaffalage and copyhold of the clergy. ^ 

And whereas temporal laws rather punilh men when 
they have tranfgrefled, than form them ta be fuch as 
ihould tranfgrefs feldomeft, we may conceive great hopes, 
through the ftiowers of divine benediction watering the 
anmolciled and watchful pains of the miniftry, that the 
whcde inheritance of God will grow up fo ftnight and 
blamelefsj that the civil magifrrate may with far lefs toil 
and difficulty, and far more eafe and delight, freer the tall 
and goodly veflel of the commonwealth through all the 
gufrs and tides of the world's mutability. 

Here I might have ended, but that fome objcdions, , • 
which I have heard commonly flying about, prefs me to 
the endeavour of an anfwer. We muft not run, they fay, 
into fudden extremes. This is a fallacious rule, unle& 
underftood only of the aftions of virtue about things in- 
diiSerent : for if it be found that thofe two extremes be 
▼ice and virtue, falfehood and truth, the greater extremity 
of virtue and fuperlative truth we run into, the more vir- 
tuous and the more wife we become ; and he that, flying 
firom degenerate and traditional corruption, fears to fhoot 
faimfelf too far into the meeting-embraces of a divinely 
warranted reformation, had better not have run at all. 
And for the fuddennefs, it cannot be feared. Who fliould 
oppofe it ? The papifts ? they dare not. The proteft- 
ants otherwifc afFeAed ? they were mad. There is no- 
thing will be removed but what to them is profeifcdly 
indifferent. The long. afFeWion which the people have 
borne to it, what for itfelf, what for the odioulnefs of pre- 
lates, is evident : from the firft year of queen Elizabeth 
it hath ftill been more and more propounded, dcfired, 
and befeeched, yea fometimcs favourably forwarded by 
the parliaments themfelves. Yet if it were fudden and 
fwifr, provided frill it be from worfe to better, certainly 
we ought to hie us from evil like a torrent, and rid our- 
iclves of corrupt difciplinc, as we would ihake tire out of 
our bofoms. 

Speedy and vehement were the reformations of all the 
goqd kings of Judah, though the people had been nuzzled 
in idolatry ever fo loYig before ; they feared not the bug- 
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bear danger, nor the lion in the way that the fluggilh and 
timorous politician thinks he fees ; no more did onr bre- 
thren of the reformed churches abroad, they ventured 
(God being their guide) out of rigid popery, into that 
which we in mockery call precife puritanifm, and yet wc 
fee no inconvenience befel them.. 

• Let us not dally with God when he offers us a full 
bl effing, to take as much of it as we think will ferve our 
cjids, and turn him back tlie reft upon his hands, left ia 
his anger he fnatch all from us again. Next, they al- 
lege the antiquity of cpifcopacy through all ages. What 
it was in the apoftles* time, that queftionlefs it muft be 
ftill ; and therein I truft the minifters will be able to fa* 
tisfy the parliament. But if epifcopacy be taken for pre- 
lacy, all the ages they can deduce it through^ will niake 
it no more venerable than papacy. 

Mpft certain it is (as all our ftories bear witnefs) that 
ever fince their coming to the fee of Canterbury for near 
twelve hundred years, to fpeak of them, in general, thejr 
have been in England to our fouls a fad and doleftil fui> 
ceffion of illiterate and blind guides ; to our purfes and 
goods a wafteful band of robbers, a perpetu^ havock and 
rapine ; to our ftate a continual hydra of mifchief and 
moleftation, the forge of difcord and rebellion : this is 
the trophy of their antiquity, and boafted fucceifion 
through fo many ages. And for tboie prelate-martyrs 
they glory of, ihey are to be judged what tliey were by 
the gofpel, and not the gofpel to be tried by them. 

And it is to be noted, that if they were for bifhoprics 
and ceremonies, it was in their profperity and fulnefs of 
bread; but in their perfccution, which purified them, 
and near their death, which was their garland, they 
jdainly difliked and condemned the ceremonies, and 
threw away thofe epifcopal ornaments wherein they were 
inftalled as fooli(h and deteftable ; for' fo the words of 
Ridley at his dcgradement, and his letter to Hooper, e»- 
prefsly (how. Neither doth the author of our church* 
hiftory fpare to recojrd fadly the fall (for fo he terms it) 
and infirmities of thefe martyrs, though we would deify 
them. And why fhould their martyrdom more counte- 
nance corrupt dodlrine or difcipline, than their fubfcrip* 
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tions juftify their trcafon to the royal blood of this realm, 
by diverting and entailing the right of the crown from 
the true be^rs* to the houfes of Ndithumberland and Suf- 
folk ? which had it took efFedl, this prefent king had in 
all likelihood never fat on this throne^ and the happy 
union of this ifland had been fruftrated. 

Laftly, whereas they add that fome the leamedeft of 
the refbotned abroad aamire our epifcopacy ; it had been 
rocMne for the ftrength of the argument to tell us, that 
fome oi the wifeft ilatefmen admire it, for thereby we 
might guefs them weary of the prefent difcipline, as of- 
fenfive to their fiate, which is the bug we fear : but being 
they are churchmen, we may rather fufpedl them for 
fome prelatizing fpirits that admire our bifhoprics, not 
epifcopacy. 

The next objecTtion vaniflies of itfelf, propounding a 
doub^ whether a greater inconvenience would not grow 
from the corruption of any other difcipline than from 
that of epifcopacy. This feems an unfeafonable fore- 
fight, and out or order, to defer and put off the moft 
needful conftitution of one right difcipline, while we 
ftand balancing the difcommodities of two corrupt ones. 
I^rfi conilitute that which is right, and of itfelf it will 
difcover and re(5^ify that which Iwerves, and eaiily re-* 
mcdy the pretended fear of having a pope in every parith, 
unleft we call the zealous and meek ceniure of the church 
m popedom, which whofo does, let him advife how he 
can rejedl the paflorly rod and (heephook of Chrift, and 
thofe cords of love, and not fear to fall under the iron 
fceptre of his anger, that will dalh him to pieces like a 
podherd. 

At another doubt of theii-s I wonder, whether this diCv 
cipline which we defire be fuch as can be put in pra6licc 
within this kingdom ; they fay it cannot ftand with the 
common law nor with the king*s fafcty, the government 
of epifcopacy is now fo weaved into the common law. 
In Uod^s name let it weave out again ; let not human 
quillets keep back divine authority. It is not the com^ 
mon law, nor the civil, but piety and jullice that are our 
foundreiles; they ftoop not, neither change colour for 
uiilocracy, democracy, or monarchy, nor yet at all inter- 
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rupt their juft courfes; but far above the taking notice 
of thefe inferior niceties, with perfeft fynipathy, wherever 
they meet, kifs each other. Laftly, they are fearful thai 
the difcipline which will fucceed cannot ftand with the 
king's fafety. Wherefore i it is but epilcopacy reduced 
to what it fliould be : were it not that the tyranny of pre- 
lates under the name of bilhops had made our ears ten- 
der, and ftartling-. we might call every good minifter a 
bifhop, as every bifhop, yea the apoftles themfelvcs arc 
called minifters, and the angels miniftering fpirits, and 
the minifters again angels. But wherein i& this pro- 
pounded government fo fhrewd ? Becaufe the govern- 
ment of aflcmblics will fucceed. Did not the apoftles 
;overn the church by affemblies ? How fhould it elfe 
)c catholic ? How ftiould it have communion ? We 
count it facrilege to tj^ke from the rich prelates their 
lands and revenues, which is facrilege in them to keep^ 
ufing them as they do ; and can we think it fiiJfe to de- 
fraud the living church of God of that right which God 
has given her in aflemblies ? O but the confequence 1 
affemblies draw to them the fuprcraacy of eccleiiafiical 
jurifdidlion. No furcly, they draw no fuprcmacy, but 
that authority vThich Chrid, and St. Paul in his name, 
confers upon them. The king may ftill retain tfcc fame 
fupremacy in the affemblies, as in the parliament; here 
he can do nothing alone againft the common UW5 and 
there neither alone, nor with confent, againfl the fcrip- 
tures. But is this all ? No, this ecclefiaftical fuprp- 
xnacy draws to it the power tp excomncmnicate kings ; 
and then follows the worft that can be imagined* uo 
they hope to avoid this, by keeping prelates that have So 
often done it ? Not to exemplify the malapert infolence 
of our own bifhops in this kind towards our kings, I 
Ihall turn back to the primitive and pure times^ which 
the obje<£|ors would have the rule of reformation to us. • 
Not ah affembly, but one biftiop alone, Saint Ambiofti 
ofMilaQy held Theodoiius the moft Chriftian empoo'' 
under excommunication above eight montlis togethdC^n ; 
drove him from the church in the prefcnce of his noW»^ 
which the' good emperor bore with heroic humility^ aa^ 1 
never ceafed by prayers and tears, till he was abfolvcif 
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for which coming to the bifhop with fupplication into 
the falutatory, fome outporch of the church, he was 
changed by him of tyrannical madnefs againft God, for 
commg into holy ground. At laft, upon conditions ab* 
folved, and after great humiliation approaching to the 
altar to oflfer (as thofc thrice pure times then thought 
meet), he had fcarce withdrawn his hand, and flood a 
-while, when a bold arclide»icon comes in the bi(hop*s 
name, and chaces him from within the rails, tq)ling him 
peremptorily, that the place wherein he flood, was for 
none but the priefts to enter, or to touch ; and this is an- 
other piece of pure primitive divinity ! Think ye, t 
our bifhops will forego the power of excommunica 
on whomfoever ? No certainly, unlefs to compafs fin 
ter dnds, and then revoke when they fee their time. 
And yet this moft mild, though withal dreadful and in* 
viohble prerogative of Chrifl*s diadem, excommunica- 
tion, ferves for nothing with them, but to prog and pan- 
der for fees, or to difplay their pride, and fliarpen their 
levenge^ debarring men the proteflion of the law ; and I 
remember not whether in fome cafes it bereave not men 
all right to their worldly goods and inheritances, befides 
the denial of Chriflian burial. But in the evangelical, 
•nd reformed ufe of this facred cenfure, no fuch profti- 
tution, no fuch ifcariotical drifts are to be doubted, as 
that fpiritual doom and fentence Ihould invade worldly 
poflcffion, which is the rightful lot and portion even of 
the wickedeft men, as frankly beftowed upon them by 
the alldifpenfing bounty as rain and funfhine. No, no, 
it fecks not to bereave or dcftroy the body ; it feeks to 
favc the foul by humbling the body, not by imprifon- 
inent, or pecuniary muldl, much Icfs by ftripes or bonds, 
or difinheritance, but by fatherly admonifhment and 
Chriftian rebuke, to caft it into godly forrow, whofe end 
is joy, and ingenuous balhfulnefs to fin: if that cannot 
be wrought, then as a tender mother takes her child and 
holds if over the pit with fearing words, that it may learn 
to fear where danger is ; fo doth excommunication as 
dcariy and as freely, without money, ufe her wholcfome 
>nd ^ving terrours : fhe is inftant, fhe befccchcs, by all 
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the dear and fweet promifes of falvation (he entices and 
woos ; by all the threatenings and thunders of the law, 
and rejected gofpel, (he charges, and adjures : this is all 
her armory, her munition, her artillery \ then (he awaits 
with long-fufFerance, and yet ardent zeal. In brief, there 
is no a£i in all the errand of God's miniilers to mankind, 
wherein paifes more loverlike cohteftation between 
Chrifl: and the foul of a regenerate man lapling, Uian be- 
fore, and in, aild after the fentence of excommunication. 
As for the fogging proiStorage of money, with fuch an 
eye as (Iruck Gehazi with leprofy, and Simon Magus 
with a curfe ; fo does (he look, and fo threaten her fiery 
whip againfl that banking den of thieves that dare thus. 
baffle, and buy and fell the awful and majeftic wrinkles 
of her brow. He that is rightly and apoftolically fped 
with her inviiible arrow, if he can be at peace in his foul, 
and not fmell within him the brimHone of Hell, may have 
fair leave to tell all his bags over undiminiflied of the 
leail farthing, may eat his dainties, drink his winct ufe 
his delights, enjoy his lands and liberties, not the leaft 
Ikin railed, not the lead hair mifplaced, for all that ex- 
communication has done : much more may a king enjoy 
, his rights and prerogatives undeflowered, untouched, and 
be as abfolute and complete a king, as all his royalties 
. and revenues can make him. And therefore little did 
Theodofius fear a plot upon his empire, when he flood 
excommunicate by Saint Ambrofe, though it were done 
either with much haughty pride, or ignorant zeal. But 
let us rather look upon the reformed churches beyond 
the feas, the Grizons, the SwilTes, the Hollanders, the 
French, that have a fupremacy to live under as well as 
we ; where do the churches in all thefe places ftrive (bf 
fupremacy ? Where do they clalh and juftle fupremacies 
with the civil magiftrate? In France, a more feverc 
monarchy than ours, the proteftants under this church- 
government, carry the name of the beft fubjedte the king 
has ; and yet prcfbytery, if it muft be fo called, docf 
there all that it defires to do : how eafy were it, if thefC 
be fuch great fufpicion, to give no more fcope to it in 
England ? But let us not, for fear of a fcarecrow> or 
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eUe through hatred to be reformed, iland hankering and 
politixing, when God with fpread hands tclUties to us, 
and points us out the way lo our peace. 

Let us not be fo overcrcdulous, unlcfs God hath 
blinded us, as to truft our dear fouls into the hands of 
men that beg fo devoutly for the pride and gluttony of 
their own backs and bellies, that fue and follicit fo 
eagerly, not for the faving of fouls, the confideration of 
which can have here no place at all, but for their bi(hop- 
ricsy deaneries, prebends, and canonries: how can thefe 
men not be corrupt, whofe very caufe is the bribe of 
their own pleading, whofe mouths cannot open without 
the ftrong breath and loud (lench of avarice, limony, and 
lacrileKe, embezchng the treafui^ of the church on painted 
and guded' walls of temples, wnerein God hath teflified 
to have no delight, warming their palace kitchens, and 
from thence their undtuous 3nd epicurean paunches, 
with the alms of the blind, the lame, the impotent, the 
aged, the orphan, the widow ? for with thefe the trea- 
fury of Chrift ought to be, here muft be his jewels bc- 
ftowed, his rich cabinet muft be emptied here ; as the 
conftant martyr Saint Lawrence taught the Roman prstor. 
Sir, would you know what the remonftrance of thefe men 
would have, what their petition implies ? They intreat 
us that we would not be weary of thofc infupportable 
grievances that our ihoulders have hitherto cracked 
nnder, they befeech us that we would think them fit to 
be oar juibces of peace, our lords, our higheft officers of 
fate, though they come fumiflicd with no more expe- 
rience than they learnt between the cook and the manci^ 
pie, or more profoundly at the college audit, or the re- 
gent houfe, or to come to their deepeft iniight, at their 
pitron*s table ; they would requeft us to endure ftill the 
mftling of their lilken caflbcs, and that we would burft 
our midriffs, rather than laugh to fee them under fail in 
ill their lawn and farcenet, their Ihrouds ' and tackle, 
with a geometrical rhomboides upon their heads : they 
would bear us in hand that we muft of duty ftill appear 
before them once a year in Jerufalem, like good circum- 
eifed males and females, to be taxed by the poll, to be 
fcoQocd our headmoney, our twopenccs in tneir chand- 
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lerly (hopbook of Eafter. They pray us that it wou 
pleafe us to let them flill hale us, and worry us with the 
bandogs and purfuivants ; and that it would pleafe tj 
parliament that they may yet have the whipping, flee 
ing, and flaying of us in their diabolical courts^ to te 
the flclh from our bones, and into our wide woun 
inftead of balm, tb pour in the oil of tartar, vitriol, ai 
mercury : I'urely a right reafonable, innocent, and fo 
hearted petition. O the relenting bowels of the &ther 
Can this be granted them, unleis God have fmitten 
with frenzy from above, and with a dazzling giddinefs 
noonday ? Should not thofe men rather be heard th 
come to plead againft their own preferments, tb 
worldly advantages, their own abundance ; for hono 
and obedience to God's word, the con verfion of fou 
the chriftian peace of the land, and union of the i 
formed catholic church, the; unappropriating and u 
monopolizing the rewards of learning and induftry, fire 
the greafy clutch of ignorance and high feeding. V 
have tried already, and miferably felt what ambitic 
worldly glory, and immoderate wealth, can ^o ; wt 
the boiilerous and contradidional hand of a teoipor 
.earthly, and corporeal fpirituality can avail to the edii 
ing of Chrifl's holy church ; were it fuch a tiefpcn 
hazard to put to the venture the univerfal votes of Chril 
congregation, and fellowly and friendly yoke of a teac 
ing and laborious minifbry, the paflorlike and apoflo 
imitation of meek and unlordly difcipline, the gentle a 
benevj^lent mediocrity of church-maintenance, withe 
the ignoble huckfterage of piddling tithes ?, Were it fu 
an incurable mifchief to make a little trial, what all t] 
would do to the flourilhing and growing up of Chril 
miyftical body ? as rathor to ufe every poor fliift, and 
that ferve not, to threaten uproar and combuftion, a 
ihake the brand of civil difcord? 

O, lir, I do now feel myfelf inwrapped on the fudd 
into thofe mazes and labyrinths of dreadful and hidec 
•thoughts, that which way to get out, or which way 
tnd, I know not, unlefs I turn mine eyes, and with yc 
help lift up my hands- to tliat eternal and propitic 
Throne, where nothing is readier than grace and refv 
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to the diflreffes of mortal luppliants : and it were a 
ihame to leave thcfc ferious thoughts Ms pioufly than the 
heathen were wont to conclude dieir graver difcourfes. 

Thou, therefore, that fitteft in light and glory unap- 
prM(j)able, Parent of angels and men ! next, thee I im* 
plore, omnipotent King, Redeemer of that loft remnv^nt 
whofe nature thou didft affume, ineffable and everlafling 
love ! And thou, the third fubfiftence of divine infini- 
tude, illumining Spirit, the joy and folaee of created 
things I one Triperfonal godhead ! look upon this thy 
poor and almoft fpent and expiring church, leave her 
not thus a prey to thefe importunate wolves, that wdt 
and think long till they devour thy tender flock ; thefe 
wild boars that have broke into thy vinevard, and left the 
Jwint of their polluting hoofs on the fouls of thy fervants. 
let them not bring about their danmed defigns, that 
fiind now at the entrance of the bottomlefs pit, ^xpe6t- 
ing the watchword to open and let out thofe dreadful 
Jooifts and fcorpions, to reinvdve us fti that pitchy 
€loild of infernal darknefs, where we (hall never more 
fee the fun of thy truth again, never hope for the checr- 
^ dawn, never more hear the bird of morning fing. 
Be moved with pity at the afihdlcd ft:ate of this our 
fliaken monarchy, that now lies labouring under her 
throes, and ftruggling againft the grudges of more 
diead^ calamities. 

O thou, that, after the impetuous rage of five bloody 
inundations, and the'fucceeding fword of intcftine war, 
^Mking the land in her own gore, didft pity the fad and 
tealelefs revolution of our fwift and thick-coming for- 
lows; when we were quite breathlefs of thy free grace 
didft motion peace, and terms of covenant with us ; and 
having firft wellnigh freed us from antichriftian thral- 
dom, didft build up this Britannic empire to a glorious 
and enviable height, with all her daughter-iflands about 
hcTi ftay us in tliis felicity, let not the obftinacy of our 
))Alf«obedience and will-wor(hip bring forth that viper of 
ledition^ that for thefe fourfcore years hath been breed- 
ing to eat through the entrails of our peace ; but let 
her caft her abortive fpawn vyithout the danger of tliis 
tiivailing and throbbing kingdom: that we may ftill 

remember 
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remember in our folerrin thankfgivings, how for us, the 
northern ocean dten to the frozen Thule was fcattered 
with the proud (hipwrecks of the Spanilh armada, and 
the very maw of Hell ranfacked, and made 16 give up hei 
concealed deftrudion, ere ihe could vent it in that hof* 
rible and damned blaft. 

O how much more glorious will thofe former deliver- 
ances appear, when we (hall know them not only to 
have faved us from greateft mifcries pall, but to have re« 
ferved us for greateft happinefs to come ? Hitherto' thou 
baft but freed us, and that not fully, from the unjuft and 
tyrannous claim of thy foes, now unite us entirely, and 
appropriate us to thyfelf, tie us everlaftingly in willing 
homage to the prerogative of thy eternal throne. 

And now we know, O thou our moft certain hope and 
defence, that thine enemies have been confulting all the 
forceries of the great whore, and have joined their plots 
with that fad intelligencing tyrant that mifchiefs the 
world with \m mines of Ophir, and lies thirfting to re- 
venge his naval ruins that have larded our feas : but let 
them all take coimfel together, and let it come to nought; 
let them decree, and do thou cancel it ; let them gathei 
themfelves, and be fcattered ; let them eml)attle them- 
felves, and be broken ; let them embattle, and be broken^ 
for thou art with ^s. 

Then, amidft the hymns and hallelujahs of faints, fonH 
0ne may perhaps be heard offering at high ftrains in ne^i 
and lofty meafures, to flng and celebrate thy divine mer- 
cies and marvellous judgments in this land throughout 
all ages ; whereby this great and warlike nation, inftru^ft- 
ed and inured to the fervent and continual pradtice o 
truth and righteoufnefs, and cafting far from her the rag 
of her old vices, may prefs on hard to that high anc 
happy emulation to be found the fobereft, wifeft, anc 
moft Chriftian people at that day, when thou, the elema 
and fhort]y*expe<5ted King, fhalt open the clouds to juc^ 
the leveral kingdoms qf the world, and diftributing na- 
tional honours and rewards to religioxis and juft com' 
nionwealths, fhall put an end to all earthly tymmyes 
proclaiming thy univerfal and mild monarchy througl 
hqiven and earth; where they undoubtedly^ that by theii 

labours 
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labours, counfels, and prayers, have been earneft for the 
common good of religion and their country, (hall receive 
above the inferiour orders of the bleiTed, the regal addition 
of principalities, legions, and thrones into their glorious 
titles, and in fupereminence of beatific vifion, pro* 
|reffing the datelefs and irrevoluble circle of eternity, 
wall dafp infeparable hands with joy and blifs, in over- 
meafure for ever. 

But they contrary, that by the impairing and diminu- 
tion of the true &ith, the diftrefles and fervitude of their 
country, afpire to high disnity, rule and promotion here, 
after a fliameful end in this life (which God grant them), 
ihall be thrown down eternally into the darkeft and 
deepeft gulf of Hell, where, under the defpitefiil control, 
the trample and fpum of all the other damned, that in 
the anguiih of their torture, ihall have no other eafe than 
to exercifc a raving and beftial tyranny over them as 
their (laves, and negroes, they (hall remain in that plight 
lor ever, the bafeft, the lowermoft, the moft deje£ted« 
moft underfoot, and downtrodden vaflala of perdition. 
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PRELATICAL EPISCOPACY, 

J?idv)hethar it may be deduced from the apoftoUcal timet ^ iy virtue 0; 
tbo/e tejiimonies which are alleged^ to that Inirpoji in fame lai 
treatife5\ one whereof goes under the name of James jircbbi/hop g 
jjrmagb* • 

jttpiscoFACT, as it is taken for an order in the cfaurcl 
aJbove a prefbyter^ or as we commonly name him; tbi 
minifter of a congregation, is either of divitae conftito- 
tion* or of human. If only of human, we have the fam< 
human privilege that all men have ever had fince Adam 
being' bom £ree, and in the mii^refs ifland of all th< 
Britifh, to retain this epifcopacy, or to remove it/ confute 
ing with our own occafions and conveniencies, and fo 
the prevention of our own dangers and difquiets, in wha 
beft manner we can devife, without running at a lofs, a 
we muft needs in thofe ftale and ufelefs records of eidie 
uncertain or unfound antiquity ; which, if we hold faft t 
the grounds of the reformed church, can neither Ikill c 
us, nor we of it, fo oft as it would lead us to tho brokei 
reed of tradition. If it be of divine conflitution, t 
fatisfy us fully in that, the fcripture only is able, it beinj 
the only book left us of divine authority, not in any thin] 
more divine than in the allfufficiency it hath to furnilh m 
as with all other fpiritual kno^yfedgc, fo with this in par 
ticular, fetting out to us a perfe6l man of God, accom 
pliflied to all the good works of his charge : through ai 
which book can be nowhere, either by plain text ot foli 
reafoning, . found-any difference between a biihop and 
prelbyter, fave that they be two names to lignify the fam 
order. Notwithftanding this clearnefs, and th^t by a 
evidence of argument, Timothy and Titus (whom oc 
prelates cl^^im to imitate only in the contrQlling pai 

c 
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of their office) had rather the vicegerency of an apofllc- 

Ihip committed to them, than the ordinary charge of a 

bifhopric, as being men of an extraordinary calling; 

yet to verify that which St Paul foretold of uicceeding 

times, when men began to have itching ears, then not 

contented with the plentiful and wholefome fountains of 

the golpel, they. began after their own lufts to heap to 

themfelves teachers, and as if the divine fcripture wanted 

a fupplement, and were to be eked out, they cannot 

think any doubt refolved, and any doftrine confirmedi 

unlefs they run to that indigcfted heap and fry of authoiBi 

which they call antiquity. Whatfocver time, or the heed- 

lefs hand of blind chance, hath drawn down from of old 

to this prefent, in her huge dragnet, whether ii(h or fca* 

^i^eed, ihells, or ihrubs, unpicked, unchofen, thofe are the 

fiitbers. Seeing, therefore, fome men^. deeply converfknt 

in books, have had fo little care of late to give the world 

m. better account of their i*eading, than by divulging 

needlefs tractates itufied with fpecious names of Ignatius 

•iid Folycarpus ; with fragments of old martyrologies and 

l^ends, to diftnidt and fiagger the nnrultitude of credU'*^ 

loos readers, and millead them from their flrong guards 

and places of iafety, under the tuition of holy writ; it 

came into my thoughts to perfuade myfelf, fetting all 

^liflances and nice refpedls aude, that I could do religion 

mnd my country no better fervice for the time, than doing 

my utmoft endeavour to recall the people of God from 

this vain foraging after ftraw, and to reduce them to their 

firm ftations under the ftandard of the gofpel ; by making 

appear to them, firft the infufficiency, next the incon-» 

vcniency, and laftly, the impiety of thefe gay teftimoniesi 

that th^ir great dodors would bring them to dote on* 

And in performing this, I ihall not ftrive to be mord 

cxaft in method, than as their citations lead me. 

Firft, therefore, concerning Ignatius fliall be treated 
fully, when the author ihall come to infift upon fome 
places in his epiftles. Next, to prove a fuccdfion of 
twenty-feven bilhops from Timothy,, he cites one Leon- 
tius- bifhop of Magnefia, out of the 1 1 th adt of the Chal- 
ccdonian council : thi^ is but an obfcure and Angle wit-- 
oeiii, and for his faithful dealing who ihall commend him 

to 
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to us, with this his catalogue of biihops ? What ki 
vre further of him, but that he might be as factious 
falfe a bifhop as Leontius of Antioch, that was a hum 
years his predeceilbr ? For neither the praife of his 
dom, or his virtue, hath left him memorable to pofte 
but only this doubtful relation, which we mud take at 
word : and how fhall this teftimony receive credit f 
his word, whofe very name had fcarce been thought 
but for this bare teftimony ? But they will fay, he w 
member of the council, and that may deferve to gain 
credit with us. I will not ftand to ar^e, as yet with 
allowance I migl^t, that we may as juftly fufpe6l t 
were ibme bad andhfiippery men in that council, ai 
know there are wont to be in our convocations : nor 1 
I need to plead at this time, that nothing hath been t 
attempted, nor with more fubtlety brought about, 1 
anciently by other heretics, and modemly by papifts, i 
to &lfify the editions of the councils, of which we 1 
none, but firom our adyerfaries hands, whence can 
aAs, and whole fpiirious councils are thruft upon us; 
hard it would be to prove in all, which are legitin 
againft the lawful rej^ion of an urgent and free difpi 
But this I purpofe not to take advantage of; for ^ 
avails it to wrangle about the corrupt editions of coun 
whenas we know that many years ere this time, w! 
was almoft five hundred years after Chriil, the coui 
themfelves were foully corrupted with ungodly prelal 
and fo &r plunged into worldly ambition, as that it f 
them upon long ere this to uphold their now well fa 
hierarchy by what fair pretext foever they could, in 
manner as they had now learned to defend many c 
grofs corruptions by as ancient, and fuppofed authc 
tradition as epifcopacy ? And what hope can we ha^ 
this whole council to warrant us a matter, foiTr hun 
years at leaft above their time, concerning the diflin^ 
of bifhop and prefbyteri whenas we find them fuch t 
judges of things before their eyes, in their decrees of 
cedency between bifhop and bifhop, acknowled 
Rome for the apoilolic throne, and Peter, in that fee 
the rock, the bafis, and the foundation of the cat! 
church and faith, contrar)' to the interpretation of x 

an< 
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ftbdebt Withers ? And therefore from a miftaken text did 
they give to Leo, as Peter^s fucceffory a kind of preemi- 
nence above the whole council, as Euagrius expreifes {foe 
now the pope was come to that height, as to arrogate to 
himfelf by his vicars incompetible honours) and yet ha** 
ving thus yielded to Rome, the univerlal primacy for fpi* 
ritual reafons, as they thought, they conclude their fitting 
with a carnal and ambitious decree, to give the fecond 
place of dignity to Conllantinople from reafon of flate, 
becaufe it was New Rome ; and by like confequence 
doubtlefs of earthly privileges annexed to each other dty^ 
was the biihop thereof to take his place. 

I may fay again therefore, what hope can we have of 
fuch a council, as, beginning in the fpirit, ended thus in 
the fleih ? Much rather ihould we attend to what Eufe- 
bins, the ancienteft writer extant of church-hifiory, not* 
withftanding all the helps he had above thefe, confeflea 
in the 4th (£apter of his third book, That it was no eafy 
matter to tell who were thofe that were left bilhops of 
the churches by the apoftles, more than by what a man 
nuriit gather bom the A6ts of the Apoftles, and the Epiftles 
of otPkul, in which number he reckons Timothy for biihop 
of Ephefus. So as may plainly appear, that this tradition 
of InAoping Timothy over Ephefus was but taken for 
gtinted out of that place in St. Paul, which was only an 
intitating him to tarry at Ephefu^ to do fomething left 
him in charge. Now, if Eufebius, a famous writer, 
thought it fo difficult to tell who were appointed bifhops 
by the apoiUes, much more may we think it difficult to 
uontius, an obfcure bifhop, fpeaking beyond his own 
diooefe : and certainly much more hard was it for either 
of them to determine what kind of biihops thefe were, if 
they had fo little means to know who they were; and 
much lefs reafon have we to iland to their definitive fen- 
tence, feeing they have been fo rafh to raife up fuch lofty 
l^ihops and bifhoprics out of places in fcripture merely 
iiufunderftood. Thus while wc leave the Bible to gad 
^ter the traditions of the ancients, we hear the ancients 
fhemfelves confeffing, that what knowledge they had 
m this point was fuch as they had gathered from the 
Bihlc. 

Since 
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Since therefore, antiquity itfelf hath turned over the 
controverfy to that fovereign book which we had fondly 
llraggled from, we fhatl do better not to detain this vene- 
rable apparition of Leontim any longer, but difmils him 
with his lift of feven artd twenty, to ileep unraolefted in 
his former obfcurity. 

Now for the word w^Mfiw, it is more likely that Timo- 
thy never knew the word in that fenfe : it was the vanity 
of thofe next fucceeding times not to content themfclves 
with the fimplicity of fcripture-phrafe, but moft make a 
new lexicon to name themfelvea by ; one will be called 
vpstf-ut, or antiftes, a word of precedence ; another would 
be termed a gnoftic, as ClemenB ; a third facerdos, or 
pricft, and talk s of altars ; which was a plain lign that 
their doctrine began to change, for which they muft 
change their exprcfTions. But that place of Juftin Martyr 
fcrves rather to convince the author, than to make for 
him, where the name «potnJ< t«v iSoJ^t^ the prefident or ' 
paftor of the brethren (for to what end is he their preft- 
dent, but to teach them f) cannot be limited to figfoify t 
prelatical biihop, but rather communicates that greek ap- 
pellatiOTi to every ordinary prefbyter ; for there he tells 
what the chriftians had wont to do in their feveral con- 
gregations, to read and expound, to pray and administer, 
all which he fays the Tpairwci or antiAes, did. Are tbefe 
the otfices only of a bifhop, or fhall ^^e think that etery 
congregation where thefe things were done, which he at- 
tributes to this antiftes, had a bifhop prefent among them ? 
Unlefs they had as many aritlftJtes as preibyters, which 
this, place rather feems to imply j and fo we may infer 
even from their own alleged authority, " that antiftes was 
nuihiiig I'lfe but prefbyter." 

.. As lor that namelefs treatife of Timothy's mart y r d om, 
only cited by Photius that lived almoftnine hundred yean 
after Chnft, it handfomely follows in that author the 
martyrdom of the feven fleepers, that flept (I tell you bat 
what mine author fays) three hundred and feventy aaA 
two years; for fo long they had been fhut up in a caw 
without meat, and were found living. This ftory of X!U 
mothy's ephelian bifliopric, as it follows in order, lb tutf 
it for truthj if it only fublift upon its own authority, as it 

doth| 
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4otb ; for Pbotius only faith he read it,, he does not aver 
iL That other legendary piece found among the lives of 
the faintSi and fent us from the (bop of the jefoits at 
Louvain^ does but bear the name of Polycrates; how truly^ 
who can tell ? and ihall have fome more weight with 
OS, when Polycrates can perfuade us of that which he af- 
firms in the fame place of Eufebius's fifth book> that St* 
John was a priefl, and wore the golden breaftplate : and 
why ihould he convince us more with his traditions of 
Timothy's epifcopacy, than he could convince Vi^or 
bilhop of Rome with his traditions concerning the feafl: 
of Eafter^ who, not regarding his irrefragable inftances of 
examples taken from Philip and his daughters that were 

Eropheteiles, or from Polycarpus^ no nor fix>m St John 
iinfelfy excommunicated both him, and all the afiali 
churches, for celebrating their Eafter judaically ? He may 
dierefiMre go back to the feven bilhops his kinfinen, and 
make his moan to them, that we dleem his traditioiidL 
ware as lightly as Vii^or did. 

Tfaofe o( Theodoret, Felix, and John of Axitioch, are 
iothorities of later times, and therefore not to be received 
ibr their antiquity's fake to give in evidence concerning 
an aUq;ation, wherein writers, fo much their elders, we 
fee fo eaiiiy mifcanry. What if they had told us that 
Peter, who, as they fay, left Ignatius bifhop of Antiocb, 
went afterwards to Rome, and was bifhop there, as this 
Ignatius, and Irenaeus, and all antiquity with one mouth 
deliver ? there be nevertbelefs a number of learned and 
wife proteflants, who have written, and will maintain, 
that Peter^s being at Rome as btibop cannot ftand with 
conocmiance of icripture. 

Now come the epiftles of Ignatius to ihow use^ fij-ft, that 
Onefimus was bifliop of Ephefus ; next, to diTckt the 
diflS:rence of bifhop and preibyter : wherein I wonder that 
men, teachers of the proteftant religion, make no more 
difficulty of impofmg upon our belief a . fuppofititious 
offipring of fome dozen epiftles, whereof five are rejedled 
as fpurious, containing in them hereiies and trifles ; which 
cannot agree in chronology with Ignatius, entitling him 
archbifiiop of Antioch Theopolis, which name of Theo- 
pcdis that city had not till Juftiman's time^ long. alter, m 
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Cedreniu mentions; which argues both the bdrbflhnn 
time, and the unfkilful fraud of him that foiAed thtft 
•epiftle upon Ignatius. In the epiftle to thofe of Tarfuai, 
-he condemns them for miniftei-B of Satan, that fay, ** Chrift 
JB God above all.'* To the Philippians, them that kept 
their E^fler as the afiao churct^, as Polycarpus did* 
uid them that fafted upon any Saturday or Sunday, 
except one, he counts as thofe that had fkin the Lord. 
To thofe of Antioch, he falutes the fubdeacons, chan- 
ters, porters, and exorciils, as if thefe had been orders 
of the church in his time : thofe other epiftles left 
queflioned, are yet fo interlarded with corruptions, 
as may juftly endue as with a wholefome fufptdon 
of the reft. As to the Trallians, he writes, that " a 
bifhop hath power over all beyond all government and 
authority whatfoever," Surely then no pope f»n delire 
more than Ignatius attributes to every biAiop ; but what 
frill become then of the archbifhops aod primates, if 
every bt(hop in Ignatius's judgment be asfupreme 88 a 
pope ? To the Ephefians, near the very place from 
whence they fetch their proof for epifcopacy, there ftandi 
,a line that cafis an ill hue upon all the epiftlej ** Let no 
man err;" faith he i " unlefs a man be within the rays or 
enclofure of the altar, he is deprived of the bread of life." 
J fay not but this may be flretchcd to a figurative cMi- 
flruAion ; but yet it has an ill look, efpecially being fid- 
lowed beneath with the mention of I know not what 
facrifices. In the oilier epiftle to Smyrna, wherein is 
written that " they fhould follow their biihop as Chrift 
did his Father, and the preftjytery as theapoftles;" not 
to fpeak of the iiifulfe, and ill laid companion, this cited 
place lies upon the very brim of a noted corruption, 
which, had they that quote this paftage ventured to let us 
' lead, aii men would have readily feen what grain the teftl*- 
mony had been of, where it is faid, " that it is not lawful 
without a bifhop to baptize, nor to c^r, nor to do fiujri*- 
iicr." ' What can our church make of thefe j^rafes but 
frandalous i And but a little further he plainly falls to 
contradift.-the fpirit of God in Solomon, judg«l by the 
words themfdves t ** My Ion," faith he, "honour God and 
the King ; but I fayi honour Qod, and the bifhop as bialy 
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^feft, bttiring th6 iiti4ge of God according to his ruling, 
tfnd of Chtift iccbrditig to his Driefting, and after him 
faoncHlr the king,** Excellent Ignatius! can ye blame 
the prelates for n^akiHg muth of this epifHe ? Certainly 
if this epiftle canfeifve you to fet a biftiop above a prefby- 
tfer, it may feiVe y6u next to fet him above & king. Thefe, 
and other lik6 places in abundance through all thofe fhort 
cpiftles, ituft either be adulterate, or elfe Ignatius was 
riot Ignatiiis, nor a martyr, but ittoft adulterate, and cor« 
rapt nifnfelf. In the midft, therefore, of fo many forgeries, 
trfaerc ihall we fix to dare fay this is Ignatius ? As for 
his flyle, who ktiows it, fo disfigured and interrupted as 
it is f except they^ think tliat where they meet with any 
&ing found, and orthodoxal, there they find Ignatius. 
And then they believe him not for his own authority, but 
for a truth's fake, which they derive from elfewhere : to 
what lend then fhould they cite him as authentic for 
toifcopao^, when they cannot know what is authentic in 
him, but oy the judgment which they brought with them, 
and not by any judgment which they might fafely learn 
from him ? How can they bring fatisfaSion from fuch 
fm author, to whofe very dlence the reader muft be fain 
to contribute his own uiiderftanding ? Had God ever 
intended that we Ihould have fought any part of ufeful 
inflrufHon from Ignatius, doufotids he would not have 
fo ill provided for our knowledge, as to fend him to our 
hands in this broken and diisjointed plight ; and if he 
intended no fuch thing, we do itijurioufly in thinking to 
taftc better the pure evangelic ma^na, by feafoning our 
mouths with the tainted fcraps and fragments of an un- 
known table ; and (earching among the verminous and 
polluted raes dropped overworn from the toiling fhoulders 
of time, With thefc deformedly to quilt and interlace the 
tntire, the fpotlefs, and undecaying robe of truth, the 
daughter not of time, but of Heaven, only bred up here 
below in chriftian hearts, between two grave and holy 
nurfes, the dodrine and difcipline of the gofpel. 

Next follows Irenseus bifhop of Lyons, who is cited to 
afiirm, that Polycarpus ** was made bifhop of Smyrna by 
the apoftles ;** and this, it may feem, none could better 
tdl than be who had both feen and heard Polycarpus : 

Fa '^but 



G» Of Preiatkal Epifcopa^ 

but when did' he hear kim ? Himfclf confciSa; to Fk>ri<i. 
nus, when he was a boy. Whether that age in IrcpAua 
may not be liable to many miftakings ; and wbethec a 
boy may be traded to take an lexaift account of me maQ* 
ner of a church conflitution, and upon what tenns* and 
within what limits, and with what kind of commiiliQti 
^olycarpus received his charge, let a man confider, ere. 
he be creduloua. It will not be denied that he might 
l)ave £eea Folycarpus in his youth, a man of great em^- 
nencc in the church, to whom the other pislbytcra mi^t 

five way for his virtue;, wifdom, and the reverence a£ 
is a^ ; and fo did Amcetus, bifhop cef Rome, em 
in his own cit^, give ium a, kind of priority in ad- 
mini0ering the uciamenti as may be re^ in ^ifebiusi 
but that we fhould hexhce conclude a diftinS, and fupencff 
qrder from the young obiervation of Irenseus, nottjiiu 
ypt alleged can warrant us ; unlels we fliall beHeve iuoE 
3^ would face Qs down, that Calvin and, after him, Beaa 
were biihops of Geneva^ becauie that in the unfet^cq 
^te of the church, while things were not iiilly ^ompofo^ 
^heix worth and learning cafi a greater ihare of buiijijEft 
up<m them^ and dire^t^ men*8 eyes princip^y toWaiidt 
them : and yet thefe men were the difli^yers of epi£^ 
pacy. We fee the lame neceiSjty in Aate a^rs ; Brutuif 
that expelled the kings out of Rome, was for the. tiiQC 
forced to be as it were a king himleli^ tiU matteis wen 
fet in order, as in a free commonwealth. He that had 
feen Pericles lead the Athenians which way he UAi^ 
haply would have faid he had been their princcj a^ 
yet he was but a powerful and eloquent man in a dnsPr 
cracy, and had no more at any time than a tmiporafy aB| 
ele£ttve fway, which was in the will of the people wlwQ 
to abrogate. And it is moH likely that in the chuirc^ 
they which came afler thcfe apoftolic men, being 1^ 19 
merit, but bigger in ambition, Arove to inTade thole piivi^ 
leges by intrufion and plea of right, which Polycaipii^ 
and others like him poiTdTed, irom ^e voluntaiy fucmir 
4ier of men fubdued by the cxoellency of their heaycnhf 
gifts; which bccaufe their fucceffors had not, azui w 
could neither have that authprity, it was their policy, tp 
divulge that the eminence which Polycturpua and )iv 
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aidtlH enj<nrec^ was by right of oanftitution. Hot by free 
trill of condefceilding. And yet dius far Irenasus makes 
^aihft them^ as in tibat vfery place to call Polycarpus aft 
JqpQftdical prefbyter. But whkt fidelity his reUtions bad 
sii neneiaU we cannot fooner learn than by Eufebias^ who^ 
neftr the end of his third book, {peaking of Papias^ a veiy 
iBCttOt writeTi one that had heard St.John» and wad 
kaowil to many that had feen ftnd been acquainted with 
Miers cf the apofUesibut being of a ihallow l^it, atid not 
vnderiUnding thofe traditions which h^ received, filled 
his writings with many new dodhines, and &bulous con^ 
csiw : he tells us there, thbt <^ divers eccleiiaftical men^ 
ibd Irencfcus among the reft, while they k)oked at his 
antiquity, bteame infefi^ widi his errours/* Now, if Ire« 
luras was ib rafh as to take unexamined opinions from an 
iotiior of fo fmall capacity, when he was a man, we ihould 
fas flMMe raih ourfelves to rely upon thofe obfervatioiii 
which he made when he was a boy. And thii may be a 
fofficient reafon to us why we need no longer mufe at the 
^litading of many idle traditions ib foon after the apoftles^ 
wUIc fodb M Ais Papias had the throwing them about, and 
tiili mcdnfiderate zeal of the next age, that heeded mort 
the pGtfan than the do6bine, had the gathering them lipb 
Whoever a man, who had been any way converfant with 
tile apolUes, was to be found, thither flew all the inqiii^ 
fitite ears, although the exerctfe of right inflrudling was 
dban^ged into the curiolity of impertinent fabling : where 
the tdind was to be edified with folid do6trine, there the 
takCf was foothed with folemn ftories : with le& fervency 
#as fhidied what St. Paul or St John had written, than 
was liflened to one that could fay, Here he taught, here he 
flodd^ this w^ his flature ; and thus he went habited ; and^ 
O fatppy this houfe that harboured him, and that cold 
ftone whereon he refted, this village wherein he wrought 
fiich.a miracle, and that pavement bedewed with the waim 
^fiifion of his laft blood, that fprouted up into eternal 
fofea to crown his martyrdom. Thus, while all their 
thoughts were poured out upon circumi^ances, and tlie 
gaising after fuch men as had fat at table with the apoftles 
(many of which Chrift hath profefftd, yea, though they 
Ittd cttfl oat devils in his name,iie will not know at the laft 
. . t 3 day). 
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day), by this means they loft their time, stid tnianted ta 
the fundamental grounds of faving knowledge, as was feea 
ihoitly by their writings. Laftly, for Ireoaeus, we havQ 
caafe to think him lefs judicious in bis reports from hand 
to hand of what the apoftles did, when we find him fo 
DtgligeDt in keeping the feith which they wrote, as to fay 
in bis third book againfl herefies, that " the obedience en 
Ma^ was the caufe of falvation to herfelf and all man- 
kind;" and in his fifth book, that '< as Etc was feduced 
to fly God, fo the virgin Mary was perfuaded to ob(^ 
God, that the virgin Mary might be made the advocato 
of the virgin Eve." Thus if Irenxus, for his neamefs to 
the apoftles, muft be the patron of epifcopacy to us, it la 
no marvel though he bethepatron of idolatry to tliepapiil, 
for the fame caufe. To the epifile of thofe brethren of 
Smyrna, that write the martyrdom of Polycarpus, and 
^le him an apoftolical and prophetical doctor, and bi- 
ihop of the church of Smyrna, I could be content to give 
fome credit for the great honour and afledlton which I 
fee thofe brethren bear him j and not undeTervedly, if it 
be true, which they there fay, that he was a prophet, and 
had a voice from Heaven to comfort ' him at his deathj 
«rhich they could hear, but the reft could not for the 
noife and tumult that waa in the place) and befides, if 
his body were fo precious to the cbriftians, that he waa 
never wont to pull afF his fljoes for one or other that ftiU 
ftrove to have the office, that they might oome in to toUch 
his feet ; yet a light fcruple or two I would gladly be re^ 
folved in ; if Polycarpus (who, as they fay, was a prophet 
that never failed in what he foretold) had declared ta bis 
friends, that he knew, by vifion, he fhould die no othef 
death than burning, how it' came to pafa that the fire, 
when it came to proof, would not do his work, but flart- 
ing off like a fuO fail from the maft, did but reflect a 
golden light upon his unviolated limbs, exhaling fuch a 
fweet odour, as if all the incenfe of Arabia had been bur- 
ning; infomuch that whtn the billmen faw that the fii« 
was overawed, and could not do the deed, one of thoa 
fteps to him and ftabs him with a fword, at which wound 
fuch abundance of blood gufhed forth as quenched the 
fire. By all this idation it appears not bow the fire waf 
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gDiItf of his deaths and then how can his prdpheey be 
fiilfiiled ? Next, how the flanders-by could be fo loon, 
weary of fuch a glorious iight» and fuch a fragrant flnell^ 
as to haften the executioner to put out the fire with the 
martyr^s blood ; unleis perhaps they thought^ as in all 
perfamesy that the fmoak would be more odorous than thee 
flame: yet thefe good brethren fay he was biihop of 
Smyrna. No man queHions it, if biihop and prefbjrter 
were anciently all one, and how does it appear by axry 
thing in this teftimony that they were not ? If among his* 
other high titles of prophetical, apoflolical, and moft ad«: 
mired of thofe times, he be alfo ilyled bifliop of the* 
church of Smyrna in a kind of fpeech, which the rhetori*' 
eians call xmr ilcnc^^ ^^^ ^^ excellence fake, as being the 
moft famous of all the Smymian prefbyters ; it cannot be 
proved neither from this nor that other place of Irenssus^ 
that he was theiiefore in diilindk and monarchical order 
above the other prefbyters ; it is more probable, that if 
the whole preibytcry had been as renowned as he, they 
would have termed every one of them feverally bifhop of 
Smjrma. Hence it is, that we read fometimes of two 
bifhops in one place; and had all the prefbyters there 
been of like wortli, we might perhaps have read of 
twenty. 

Tertullian accofls us next, (for Polycrates hath had 
his anfwcr) whofe teftimony, fiate but the queftion right, 
is of no more force to deduce epifcopacy, than the two 
former. He fays, that the church of Smyrna had Poly- 
carpus placed there by John, and the church of Romef 
Clement ordained by Peter ; and fo the reft of the 
churches did ftiow what bifhops they had received by the ' 
appointment of the apoftles. None of this will be contra- 
dicted, for we have it out of the fcripture that bifhops or 
prefbyters, which were the fame, were left by the apofllea 
io every church, and they might perhaps give fome fpedal 
diat^ to Clement, or Polycarpus, or Linus, and put 
fome fpecial truft in them for the experience they had 
of their faith and conflancy ; it remains yet to be evinced 
out of this and the like places, which will never be, that 
the word biihop is otherwife taken, than in the language 
of St Paul and The A^is, for an order above prefbyters. 

F 4 We 



9S Sf PfsIaiiegJ J^pi/eapa^. 

We ffint tliena bi(h«ps, we grant tbcm w6rth]r men, w* 
gnmt them pUced in feretal churches by tbe tpoftles ; wq 
grant that Irencus aod Tertullian affirm this, but that. 
Sicy were placed in a fuperior order above the preOiyterj, 
&OW from alt thefe words why we fhould grant It ia 
aot enough to lay the apoftle left this man bi&op ia 
Some, and that other in Ephefus, but -to Ihow when tb^ 
altered their own decree fet down by St. Paul, and made 
all the prefb]rtera underlings to one biihop. But fuppofe 
TertulUan had nmde an i^nparity where none was origi- 
sally, Ihould he move us, that goes about to prove an im> 
parity between God the Father, and God the Son, as thefe 
won^ import in his book againil Fraxeas ? " The Father 
18 the whole fubftanoc, but the Son a derivation, and por-- 
tioin of the whc^e, as he himfelf profefTes, becaufe the Fa- 
ther is greater than me." Believe him now for a faithful 
nlater .of tradition, whom you fee fuch an unfaithfiil 
expounder of the fcripture^ belides* in his time, all 
allowable tradition was now loft. For this lame author, 
•whom you bring to teftify the ordination of Clement to 
the bifliopric of Rome by Peter, trftifies alfo, in the begin- 
ning of his treatife concerning chaAity, that the biihop of 
Borne did then ufe to fend forth hie edicts by the name of 
Fontifex Maximus, and Epifcopus Epifcoporum, chief 
priefl, and biihop of biOiops : for Ihame then do not uive 
that authority to keep up a bifhop, that will ncceflarUy 
engine you to fet up a pc^e. As little can your adgn^ - 
tage be from Hcgefippus, an hiflonan of the fame time^Ofr 
extant, but cited by Eufobius : his words are, that '* ia 
every city all things fo Hood in his time as the law, and 
the prophets, and our lord, did preach," If they flood 
fo, then flood not bifliops above prefbyters ; for what our 
Lord and his difciples taught, God be thanked, we havo 
no need to go learn of him : and you may as well hopo 
to perfuado us cut of the lame author, that James the 
farother of our Lord was a Nazarite, and that to lum onlj 
ife was lawful to enter into the holy of holies ; that his food 
vm not upon any thing that had life, filh or fielh ; that- 
hc ufed nawoolkn gannmts, but only linen, and ioaft' 
be trifles oa. 
Jf itwrcf^tbe tn^tioa of the church, were zuw grow^i 
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lb ridiculoui, and difconfenting from the dodrine of the 
qioftles, cren ia thofe pcnnts which were of leaft moment 
to roen*8 particular ends^ how well may we be affured it 
was much more degenerated in point of epifcopacy and 
precedency, things which could afford fuch plaufible pre« 
fences, fudi commodious traverfes for ambition and ava-* 
rice to lurk behind ? 

As for thofe Britain bifhops which you cite, take heed 
what you do ; for our Britain bifhops, lefs ancient than 
tbefe> were remarkable for nothing more than their po« 
▼erty, as Sulpitius Severus and Beda can remember you 
€f examples good ftore. 

Laftlvy (for the fabulous Metaphrailes is not woith an 
•nfwer,) that authority of Clemens Alexandrinusis not to 
be found in all his works ; and wherever it be extant, it 
is in controverfy, whether it be Clement's or no ; or if it 
were, it £iys only that Saint John in fome places confii<* 
tuted bifhops : queftionlefs he did, but where does Cle<* 
mens lay he fet them above preibyters ? No man will 
gainby the conftitution of bifhops: but theraifing them to 
a faperior and diftind order above prefbyters, feeing the 
gofpd makes them one and the fame thing, a tboiUandi 
foch allegations as thefe will not give pttlatical epifcopacj 
one chapel of cafe above a parifh church. And thus 
moch for this doud I cannot £siy rather than petty fog of 
witneiies, with which epifoopal mea would cafl a mifl 
befioK us, to deduce their exalted epifcopacy from apof- 
toliAmies. Now, although, as all mea well know, it be 
tile wonted fhi ft of emoor, and fond opinion, when they find 
tfaemfSelves outlawed by the Bible, and forfaken of found 
leafon, to betake them' with all fpeed to then* old ftart> 
inghole of tradition, and that wild and ovefgrown co^ 
vert of antiquity, thinking to farm there at large room, 
and fine good tabling, yet thus much their own deified 
antiquity betrays them- to inform us, that tradition hath 
had very feldom or never the gift cf perfuafion ; as that 
which church hiftories mport of thofe eaft and weflem 
pafchalifis, formerly fpoken o^ will declare. Who 
would have thought that Polycarpus on the one fide 
oouldhave erred in what hefaw St. John do, or AnicetuS 
biihop of Borne oa thv oth» fide, ii) whju he or fpme of 
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his 6^nds might pretend to have feen St. Peter orShEEniT 
do; and yet neither of tbefb could perfuade either when 
to keep Eatler i The like irivolouB contention troubled the 
primitive Engliffa churches while Ccdmanus and WiU 
fride on either tide deducing their opinions, the one fma 
the undeniable example of Saint John, and the learned 
bifhop AnatoliuB, and lafllythe miraculous Columba, the 
other from Saint Peter and the Nicene council ; could 
gain no ground each of other, till king Ofwy, perceiving 
no likelihood of ending the controverly that way, wasfaia 
to decide it himfelf, good king, with that fhiall know-' 
ledge wherewith thofe times had fiimiihed him. So when 
thofe pious Greek emperors began, as Cedrcnua relates, 
to put down monks, and abolifti im^es, the old idolatem^ 
finding themfelves blafied, and driven back by the pre^ 
Tailing light of the fcripture. Tent out their ftuniy monks 
called the AhcamiteSt to allege for images the ancient 
fathers Dionylius, and this our ot^e£led Irenaeus i nay,' 
they were fo highflowa in their antiquity, that they uit- 
dertook to bring the apoiUes, and lAike the evangelil^ 
yea Chrift himfelf, from certain records that were thea 
current, to patronize their idolatry : yet for all thn the 
worthy emperor Theophilus, even in thofe dark times^ 
chofe rather to nourifh himfelf and his people with 
the fincere milk of the gofpel, than to drink from the 
' mixed confiuence of fo many corrupt and poifonous wa- 
ters, as tradition would have perfuaded him to, by moft 
ancient feeming authorities. In like manner all the re- 
formed churches abroad, unthroning epifcopacy, doubt- 
lefs were not ignorant of thefe teftimonie& alleged to 
draw it in a line from the apoftles' days : for furely the 
author will not think he hath brought us now any new 
authorities or confiderations into the world, which the 
reformers in other places were not advifed of: and yet 
we fee, the interceflion of all thefe apoHohc Others could 
not prevail with them to alter their refolved decree of Te-> 
ducing into order their -ufurping and overprovendered- 
epifcopaots t and God hath blelled their work this hun-v 
dred years with a profperous and ftedfaft, and- flill hap|^ 
fuccefs. And this may ferve to prove the infufEciency <u 
thefe prefent epilcopu teftimooieB, not onl]^ io tbcnx-. 
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fibres bfat in the account of thofe ever that have been the 
followers of truth. It wUl next behove us to confider tho 
inconvenience we £ill into^ b^ ufing ourfelves to bo 
guided by theie kind of teftimonies. He that thinks it tho 
part of a well-leamed man to have read diligently the an« 
cient ftories of the church, and to be no ftranger in the 
volumes of the Others, ihall have all judicious men con- 
fenting with him ; not hereby to control^ and new fangle 
the fcripture, God forbid ! but to mark how corruptioa 
and apoftafy crept in by desrees, and to gather up where- 
ever we find the remaining Iparks of origmal truth, where- 
with to ftop the mouths of our adverfaries, and to bridle 
them with their own curb, who willingly pals by that 
which is orthodoxal in them, and fludioufly cull out that 
which is commendtious, and bed for their turns, not 
weighing the fitthers in the balance of fcripture, but 
feripture in the balance of the fathers. : If we, therefore, 
making firft the gofpel our rule and oracle, ihall take the 
good which we light on in the fathers, and fet it to op-^ 
pofe the evil which other men feek from them, in this 
way of ikirtnifh we ihall eafily mailer all fuperilitlon and 
fiilie dodbrine $ but if we turn this our difcreet and wary 
uiage of them into a blind devotion towards them, and 
whalfoever we find written by them ; we both forfake our 
own grounds and reafons which led us at firil to part 
firom Rome, that is, to hold to the fcriptures againil all 
antiquity ; we remove our caufe into our adverfaries' own 
court, and take up there thofe cail principles, which will 
foon caufe us to foder up with them again ; inafmuch 
as believing antiqujty for itfelf in any one point, we bring 
an engagement upon ourfelves of aifentiog to all that it 
charges upon us. For fuppofe we ihould now, ncgledling 
that which is clea): in fcripture, that a biihop and prefbyter 
is all one both in name and office, and that what was done 
by Timothy and Titus, executinjg an extraordinary place, 
as fellow-laj>ourcrs with the appiUes, and of a univerfal 
charge in^ planting t:hriilianity through divers regions, 
cannot be^drawn into particular and daily example ; fup« 
pofe that neglecting this clearnefs of the text, we ihoidd, 
Dy the uncertain and corrupted writings of fucceeding 
Um^ determine that biihop and preibjrter are different, 
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becaufe we dam Mot dfeny trhst Igrtatim, or nHter f6d 
Pertin Warbeck of Ignadus, fayS; then mnft ttr bt ccmj 
firained to take ubon oarfelvfta a thou&hd fupcHHtloM 
ahd fallities, which the pipnfb will pr&rc us, down ini 
ttxxn as good authorities, dnd its ancient as tfaeie that let ft 
bifhopahoveaprfcfl^ter. Andtheplaiatirathls,tftatwBeii 
<ny of our men, of thoft that arc wedded to antiquity; 
come to dtfpnte with a |)apifl, and leaving the fcriptUrcif 
^t themfelves without appeal to the ientence of tmodi 
and councils, ufing in the caufe bf Sion the hired foidieri^ 
of refv6hed Ifrae! » where they give the Romanifts <mcl 
buff, they receive two counterbuiFs. Were It thercftrc! 
but in this regard, every true bifhop lliould be afraid td 
conquer in his caufe by fuch authorities as tbefb, which 
if we admit for the authority's Hitke, we open a broad paf- 
&^ for a multitude of dodrinet, that h^ve iiO ground ifl 
ioipture, to break in upon us. 

LalUy, I do not know, it being undeniable that there 
tfre biit two ecclefiaftical orders biihops and deacons, 
mentioned in the gofpel, how it cah be lets than impiety 
to make a deinnr at th^, which Ji there fo jjerfpicnouii^ 
confronting and paralleling the facretf verity of St. Padi 
with the ofels and fwcepmgs of antiqaity, that met as 
accidentally and abfordly, as Epicurus s atoms, td 
patch up a Leucippean Ignatius, inclining rather to irrake 
this phantifm an expotrnder, or indeed a depraver of St 
IPauI, than St Paul an examiner, and difcovercr of (his 
itnpoflorfhip ; nor caring how flightly they put off the 
vepdidt of holy text unfalved, that fays plainly there be 
but two orders, To they maintain the reputation of their' ' 
)rha|;inary dot5tor that proclaims three. Certainly if 
Ghnft's apoftle have fet down but two, then according 
to his own words, though he himfelf fhonld uiifay it, ana 
liot only the angel' of Smyrna, but an angel from Heaven, 
ihoald bear us down that there be thtee, Saint Paul ha^ 
doomed hifti twice, " Let him be accurfed ;" for Chriff 
Irath pronounced that no tittle of his word IhaJl fall td 
the ground ; and if one jot be alterable, it is' Ai poJHbl^ 
that all fhould periHi : and this fhall be our righteDnrne& 
our ample warrant, and flrong affurance, both now and 
at the laft day, ncvbr to be nlbamed ef^ againft all the 
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lieaped names of angels and martyrs, councils and fathers^ 
urg^ upon us, if we have given ourfelves up to be taught 
by the pure and living precept of God's word only ; 
which, without more additions, nay with a forbidding of 
them^^'liatb within itfolf the promife of eternal liii, the 
end of all our wearifome labours, and all our fufiain- 
iDg hopes. But if any Ihall firive to fet up his ephod 
and teraphim of antiquity againft the brightnefs and per- 
fiedtion of the gofoel \ \s\f \iva\ fear bijt bf and his Baal be 
ton^ into S>meth. And thus iduch may fuifice to 
(how, that the pretended epifcopacy cannot be deduced 
fiom the apoftolical times. 
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ftEASON OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT 

vnant Auuitr 

P R E L A T y. 

IN TWO BOOKS. 



THE PBEFACE. 

In Hit publifhing of tinnian laws, which for the ffioft 
part aim not beyond the good of civil fociety, to fet them 
barely forth to the people without reafon or pre&ce, like 
ft phyfical prefcriptj or only with threatetiings, as it were 
■ lordly command, in the judgment of Plato Was thought 
to be done neither generoufly nor wifely. His advice 
was, feeing that perfualion certainlyis amore winning, and 
more manlike way to keep men in obedience than fear, that 
to fuch laws as were of principal moment, there fhould be 
wfcd as an indu^on fome welltempered difcourfe, fliow- 
ing how good, how gainful, how happy it mutl needs 
be to live according to honefty and juftice ; which being 
uttered with thofe native colours and graces of fpeechj as 
true eloquence, the daughter of viilue, can heft befloW 
upon her mother's praifes, would fo incite, and in a man* 
ner charm, the multitude into the love of that which n 
really good, as to embrace it ever afler, not of cufliHn and 
awe, which mofl men do, but of choice and purpofe, with 
true and conftant . delight. But this prance we m^ 
learn from a better and more ancient authority than any 
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heathen writer hath td give us ; and indeed beibg k point 
of fo high wifdom and worth, how could it be but we 
fliould find it in that book, within whofe facred context all 
wifdom is unfolded ? Mofcs, therefore, the only lawgiver 
that wc can believe to have been vifibly taught of God, 
bfiowing how vain it was to write laws to men whofe 
hearts were not firft.feafoned with the knowledge of God 
and of his works, began from the book of Grenefis, as a pro* 
logue to his laws ; which Jofephus right well hath noted : 
that the nation of the Jews, reading therein the univerfal 
goodnefs of God to all creatures in the creation, and his 
peculiar favour to them in his election of Abraham their an- 
cefiqr from whom they could derive fomany bleffingsupon 
themfelves, might be moved to obey fincerely, by know* 
ing fo good a reafon of their obedience* If then, in Che 
adminiftration of civil juftice, and under the obfcurity of 
ceremonial rites, fuch care was had by the wifeft of the 
heathen, and by Mofes among the Jews, to inftru6l them 
at lea ft in a general reafon of that government to which 
their fubje<^ion was required; how much more ought the 
members of the church, under the Gofpel, feek to inform 
their underftanding in the reafon of that government, 
which the church claims to have over them ? Efpecially 
fot that church hath in her immediate cure thofe inner 
parts and affections of the mind, where the feat of reafon 
IS having power to examine our fpiritual knowledge, and 
^ demand from us, in God*s behalf, a fervice entirely 
feafonable. But becaufe about the manner and order of 
this goyemment, whether it ought to be prefby terial or 
prdalical, fuch endlefs queftion, or rather uproar, is 
ari(cn in this land, as may be juflly termed what the 
fever is to the phyficians, the eternal reproach of our di- 
vines, whilft other profound clerks of late greatly, as they 
conceive, to the advancement of prelaty, are fo earneftly 
naeting out the Lydian proconfular Afia, to make good this 
prime metropolis of Ephefus, as if fome of our prelates in 
all hafte meant to change their foil, and become neigh- 
boxxn to the Englifli bilhop of Chalccdon ; and whilft 
good Breerwood as bufily beftirs himfelf in our vulgatf 
tongue, to divide precifely the three patriarchates of 
Borne, Alexandria, and Antioch ^ and whether to any of 
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thefe England doth belong : I Iball in the mean while 
not ceafe to hope, through the mercy and grace of Chrift, 
the head and hufband of his church, that England ihortlj 
is to belong, neither to fee patriarchal, nor fee prelaticu^ 
but to the faithful feeding and difciplining of that minifle*- 
rial order, which the blefled apoftles conftituted through- 
out the churches ; and this I inall ailay to proTe, can be no 
other than that of preibyters and deacons. And if any man 
incline to think I undertake a talk too difficult for rayyears^ 
I trufi, through the fupreme enlightening affiftanoe far 
otherwife; for my years, be they few or many, what imports 
it? So they bring reafon, let that be looked on : and for the 
tafk, from hence that the queftion in band is fo needful to be 
known at this time, chiefly by every meaner capacity, and 
contains in it the exp]ieatk>n of many admirable and hiea<* 
Tenly privileges reached out to us by the gpfpei, I ooo* 
elude the taft: muft be eafy : G6d having to this end or-^ 
dained his gofpet to be the revelation of his power and 
wifdom in Chrift Jefus. And this is one depth of his wif* 
dom, that he could fo plainly reveal fo great a meafure of 
it to the grofs diftorted apprehenfion of decayed mankind. 
Let others, therefore, diead and fhun the fcriptures for 
their darknefs ; I fhall wifh I may deferve to be reckoned 
among thofe who admire and dwell upon them for their 
deamefs. And this feems to be the caufe why in thofe 
places of holy writ, wherein is treated of church-govem* 
ment, the reafons thereof are not formally and profefiedhr 
fet down, becaufe to him that heeds attentively the drift 
and fcope of chriflian pfofeflion, they eafily imply thciii<^ 
felves ; which thing further to explam, having now pie^ 
fitced enough, I fholl no longer defer. 

CHAP. L 

m 

That chunh^govemment is prefcrlbed in the goj^el^ and that tofij oiBer^ 

wife is unfound^ 



Th b firft and greateflt reafon of church-government 
Qiay fecurely, with the aflent of many on the adverfe part^ 
fffirm to be, becaufe we find it fo ordained and fet oufc to 
us b^ the appointment ojf God in the fcriptucesibut vlm^ 
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tber this be prelbyterial^ or prelatical^ it cannot be 
brought to the fcanning, until I have faid what is meet to 
fome who do not think it for the eafe of their inconfe- 
ouent opinions, to grant that church-difcipline is plat- 
formed in the Bible, but that it is left to the difcretion of 
men. To this conceit of theirs I anfwer, that it is both 
mifound and untrue ; for there is not that thing in the 
world of more grave and urgent importance throughout 
the whole life of man, than is difcipline. What need I 
inftance ? He that hath read with judgment, of nations and 
ooounonwealths, of cities and camps, of peace and war, 
fea and land, will readily agree that the flourifhing and 
decaying of all civil focicties, all the moments and turn- 
ings of numan occafions, are moved to and fro as upon 
the axle of difcipline. So that whatfocver power or fway 
in mortal things weaker men have attributed to fortune, 
I durft with more confidence (the honour of divine provi- 
dence ever faved) afcribe either to the vigour or the flack- 
ncfc of difcipline. Nor is there any fociable perfe<5lion 
in this life, civil or facred, that can be above difcipline ; 
but Ihe is that which with her mufical cords preferves 
and holds all the parts thereof together. Hence in thofc 
perfe£l armies of Cyrus in Xenophon, and Scipio in the 
Roman ftories, the excellence of military fkill was efleem- 
cd, not by the not needing, but by the readied fubmitting 
to the edi&sof their commander. And certainly difcipline 
is not only the removal of diforder; but if any vifible 
ihape can be given to divine things, the very vifible fhape 
and image of virtue, whereby flie is not only fcen in the 
rtgular geftures and motions of her heavenly paces as fhe 
walks, but alfo makes the harmony of her voice audible 
to mortal ears. Yea, the angels themfelves, in whom no 
diforder is feared, as the apodle that faw them in his rap- 
ture defcribcs, are diftinguilhed and quaternioned into 
their celcftial princedoms and latrapics, according as God 
himfelf has writ his imperial decrees through the great pro- 
vinces of Heaven. The flate alfo of the bleffed in i^ara- 
dife, though never fo perfedl, is not therefore left without 
difcipline, whofc golden furveying reed marks out and 
mealures every quarter and circuit of New J eruialem. Yet 
Vol. L G is 
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is it not to be conceived, that thofe eternal effluences o: 
fan<ftity and love in the glorified faints fliould by thii 
means be confined and cloyed with repetition of tha* 
which is prefcribed, but that our happinefs may orb itfel 
into a thoufand vagancies of glory and delight, and witl 
a kind of eccentrical equation be, as it were, an invarial}I< 
planet of joy and felicity; how much lefs can we believe 
that God would leave his frail and feeble, though not leli 
beloved church here below, to the perpetual flumblc o 
conjedlure and difturbance in this our dark voyage, with- 
out the card and compafs of difcipline ? Which is fi 
hard to be of man*s making, that we may fee even in th< 
guidance of a civil ftatc to worldly happinefs, it is not foi 
every learned, or every wife man, though many of then 
confult in common, to invent or frame a difcipline : bu 
if it be at all the work of man, it muft be of fuch a one 
as is a true know^r of himfelf, and in whom contempla- 
tion and pradicc, wit, prudence, fortitude, and eloquence 
muft be rarely met, both to comprehend the bidder 
caufes of things, and fpan in his thoughts all the variotr 
efFedls; that paflion or complexion can work in man's na 
ture ; and hereto muft his hand be at defiance with gain 
and his heart in all virtues heroic ; fo far is it firom tk 
ken of thefe wretched proje6lors of ours, that bcfcrai^ 
their pamphlets every day with new forms of govern 
ment for our church. And therefore all the ancient la^ 
givers were either truly infpired, as Mofes, or were fuc 
men as with authority enough might give it out to be f 
as Minos, Lycurgus, Numa, becaufe they wifely foin 
thought that men would never quietly fubmit to fucb. 
difcipline as had not more of God's hand in it than maim' 
To come within the narrownefs of houfehold govcn 
ment, obfervation will fbow us many deep counfellors 
ftate and judges to demean themfelvcs incorruptly in til 
fettled courfe of affairs, and many worthy preachers tx\ 
right in their lives, powerful in their audience; but loc 
upon cither of thefe men where they are left to their a^ 
difciplining at home, and you fhall foon perceive, for ^ 
their fingle knowledge and uprightnefs, how deficici 
they arc in the regulating of their own family ; not on j 
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in what may concern the virtuous and decent corapofurc 
of their minds in their feveral places, but that which is of 
a lower and eafier performance, the right polTcffing of the 
outward veffel, their body, in health or (icknefs, reft or la- 
bour, diet or abftinence, whereby to render it more pliant 
to the foul, and ufcful to the commonwealth : which if 
men were but as good to difcipline themfelves, as fomc 
arc to tutor their horfes and hawks, it could not be fo 
srofs in moft houfeholds. If then it appear fo hard, and 
10 little known how to govern a houfe well, which is 
thought of fo eafy difcharge, and for every man's under* 
taking; what fkill of man, what wifdom, what parts can 
be fufficient to give laws and ordinances to die elo^ 
houfebold of God ? If we could imagine that he had left 
it at random without his provident and gracious ordering, 
who is he fo arrogant, fo prefumptuous, that durft 
difpofe and guide the living ark ot the Holy Ghoft, 
though he ihould find it wandcnng in the fiela of Beth- 
Ihoiiefli, without the confcious warrant of fome high 
calling ? But no profane infolence can parallel that which 
our prelates dare avouch, to drive outrageoufly, and Ihat- 
ter the holy ark of the churph, not bomq upon their 
ihoulders with pains and labour in the word, but drawn 
with rude oxen their officials, and their own brute inven- 
tions. Let them make fhows of reforming while they 
will, (b long as the church is mounted upon the prelatical 
cart, and not as it ought, between the hands of the mi« 
iiifiers, it will but ihake and totter ; and he that fets to 
bis hand, though with a good intent to hinder the fhog- 

Eng of it, in this unlawful waggonry wherein it rides, 
-t him beware it be not fatal to him as it was to Uzza. 
Certainly if God be the father of his family the church, 
jvhcrein could he exprefs that name more, than in train- 
^g it up under his own allwife and dear economy, not 
turning it loofe to the havoc of ftrangers and wolves, that 
^ould afk no better plea than this, to do in the church 
^f Chrill whatever humour, fadlion, policy, or licentious 
^ill would prompt them to ? Again, if Chrill be the 
Church's huftand, expe<5ting her to be prefenlcd before 
«im a pure unfpotted virgin ; in what could he (how his 
tender love to her more, than in prcfcribing his own 
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ways, which he beft knew would be to the improvement 
of her health and beauty, with much greater care doubt- 
lefs, than the Perfian king could appoint for his queen 
Efther thofe maiden dietings and fet prefcriptions of baths 
and odours, which may render her at laft more amiable 
to his eye ? For of any age orfex, moft unfitly may a vir- 
gin be left to an uncertain and arbitrary education. Yea, 
though Ihe be well inftrudled, yet is fhe ftill under a 
more ftrait tuition, efpecially if betrothed. In like man- 
ner the church bearing the fame refemblance, it were not 
reafon to think fhe fhould be left deflitute of that care^ 
which is as neceflary and proper to her as inflrudlion. For 
public preaching indeed is the gift of the Spirit, working 
as befl ieems to his fecret will; but difcipline is the piac- 
tic work of preaching direfled and applied, as is moft 
requifite, to particular duty; without which it were all 
one to the benefit of fouls, as it would be to the cure of 
bodies, if all the phyficians in London fhould get into the 
feveral pulpits of the city, aiid afTembling all the difeafedL 
in every parifh, fhould begin a learned le6lure of pleuri— 
lies, palfies, lethargies, to which perhaps none there pre — 
fcnt were inclined ; and fo, without fo much as feeling on^ 
pulfe, or giving the leafl order to any fkilful apothecary"^ 
ihonld difmifs them from time to time, fome groaning, 
fome languifhing, fome expiring, with this only charge, 
to look well to themfelvcs, and do as they hear. Of wnai.t 
excellence and neceffity then church-difcipline is, ho' 
beyond the faculty of man to frame, and how dangei 
to be left to man's invention, who would be every 
turning it to finifter ends; how properly alfo it is tl 
work of God as father, and of Chrifl as hufband, of 
church, we have by thus much heard. 

CHAP. II. 

That church-government is fet down in holy fcripture^ and that to 

otherwife is unit ue. 

As therefore it is unfound to fay, that God hath not 
pointed any fet government in his church, fo is it untr 
Of the time of the law there can be no doubt ; for to l^ 
pafs the firft inflitution of priefls and Levites, which * 
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too clear to be infifted upon, when the ten^ple came to 
be built, which in plain judgment could breed no effen- 
tial change, either in religion, or in the prieftly govern- 
ment ; yet God, to.lhow how little he could endure that 
men lliould be tampering and contriving in his worfhip, 
though in things of lefs regard, gave to David for Solo- 
mon, not only a pattern and model of the temple, but 
a diredlion for the courfcs of the priefts and Levites, and 
for all the work of their fervice. At the return from the 
captivity, things were only refiored after the ordinance of 
Mofes and David ; or if the lead alteration be to be founds 
they had with them iiifpired men, prophets ; and it were 
not fober to fay they did aught of moment without divine 
intimation. In the prophecy of Ezekiel, from the 40th 
chapter onward, after the deftrudlion of the temple, Grod, 
by his prophet feeking to wean the hearts of the Jews 
from their old law, to expedl a new and more perfedl re- 
fonnation under Chrift, fets out before their eyes the 
flately fabric and confiitution of his church, with all the 
ecclefiaftical func^ons appertaining : indeed the defcrip* 
tion is as forted beA to the apprehenlion of thofe times, 
typical and fhadowy, but in luch manner as never yet 
came to pafs, nor ever mufl: literally, unlefs we mean to 
annihilate the gofpel. But fo exquifite and lively the 
defcrlption is in pourtraying the new (late of the church, 
and efpecially in thofe pomts where government feems 
to be mod aftivc, that both Jews and Gentiles might 
have gooH caufe to be aiTured, that God, whenever 
he meant to reform his church, never intended to leave 
4e government thereof, delineated here in fuch curious 
«rchitefture, to be patched afterwards, and varniflied 
over with the devices and embellifhings of man^s imagi-* 
Nation. Did God take fuch delight in meafuring out 
^e pillars, arches, and doors of a material temple ? Was 
te lo punctual and circumfpe6l in lavers, altars, and facri- 
ficcs foon after to be abrogated, left any of thefe ihould 
«ave been made contrary to his mind ? Is not a far more 
perfect work, more agreeable to his pcrfc6lions in the moft 
Perfect ftate of the church militant, the new alliance of 
Ood to man ? Should not he rather now by his own prc- 
f^ribed difcipline have caft his line and level upon the 
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foul of man which is his rational temple, and, by the di- 
vine fquare and compafs thereof, form and regenerate in 
us the lovely fliapes of virtues and graces, the fooner to 
edify and accx)mplifti that immortal ftature of Chrift's 
body, which is his church, in. all her glorious lineaments 
and proportions ? And that this indeed God hath done for 
us in the gofpel we Ihall fee with open eyes, not under a veil. 
We may pafs over the hiftory of the A6ls and other places, 
tviming only to thofe epiftlcs of St. Paul to Timothy and 
Titus ; where the fpiritual eye may difcem more goodly 
and gracefully creeled, than all the magnificence of tem- 
ple or tabernacle, fuch a heavenly ftrucfture of evangelical 
difcipline, fo difFufive of knowledge and charity to the 
profperous increafe and growth of the church, that it 
cannot be wondered if that elegant and artful fymmetry 
of the promifed new temple in Ezekiel, and all thofe 
fumptuous things iinder the law were made to fignify the 
inward beauty and fplendour of the Chriflian church thu? 
governed. . And whether this be commanded, let. it now 
fee judged. St. Paul after Bis preface to the firfl of Timo- 
thy, which he concludes in the 17 th verfe with A'mcn. 
enters upon the fubjedl of this epifile, which is to eftablifb 
the church-government, with a command : " This charge 
I commit to thee, fon Timothy : according to the proi 
phecies which went before on thee, that thou by then 
mightefl war a good warfare." Which is plain enough tha 
expounded : This charge I commit to thee, wherein I no'^ 
go about to inflru6l thee how thoii fhalt fet up churct 
difcipline, that thou mightefl war a good warfare, bearic] 
thyfelf conflantly and faithfully in the miniilry, whicl 
in the firfl to the Corinthians, is alfo called a warfare ; zxr. 
fo after a kind of parenthefis concerning Hymenaeus, 1 
return^ to his command, though under the mild word 
exhorting, chap, ii, ver. 1, " I exhort therefore;" a^ 
l^e had interrupted his former command by the occafioin 
mention of Hymeqaeus. More beneath in the 14th ve« 
of the third chapter, when Jie hath delivered the duties 
bilhops or prefbyters, and deacons, not once naming »^ 
other order jn the church, he thus adds ; *^ Thefc miTi\ 
write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee fhortly (fui^ 
neceffity it feems there was) but if I tarry long, that the: 
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aaayeft know how thou oughteft to behave thyfclf in the 
houfe of God/' From this place it may be juftly aiked» 
whether Timothy by this here written, might know what 
yras to be known concerning the orders of church gover- 
nors or no ? If he might, then, in fuch a clear text as this, 
may we know too without further jangle ; if he might not, 
then did St. Paul write infufficiently, and moreover faid 
not true, for he faith here he might know ; and I perfuadc 
myfclf he did know ere this was written, but that the 
apofUc had more regard to the inftrudion of us, than to 
the informing of him. In the fifth chapter, aifter fome 
other church-precepcs concerning difcipline, mark what 
a dreadful command follows, ver. 21: ^^ I charge thee 
before God and the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the eledt an* 
gek, that thou obferve thefe things/' And as if all were 
not yet Aire enough, he clofes up theepiftle with an adjur- 
ing charge thus ; ^^ I give thee charge in the light of God, 
^bo quickeneth all things, and before Chrifl Jefus, that 
thou keep this commandment :" that is, the whole com- 
mandment concerning difcipline, being the main purpofe 
of the epiflle : although Hooker would fain have this 
denouncement refeired to the particular precept going be- 
fore, becaufe the word commandment is in the lingular 
xiamber, not remembering that even in the firft chapter of 
this epiflle, the word commandment is ufed in a plural 
C:nfe, ver. 5 : *^ Now the end of the commandment is 
charity ;** and what more frequent than in like manner 
to fay, the law of Mofes ? So that either to reft rain the 
^gnificance too much, or too much to enlarge it, would 
iBakc the adjuration either not fo weighty, or not fo per- 
tinent And thus we find here that the rules of church- 
difcipline are not only commanded, but hedged about 
^ith fuch a terrible impalement of commands, as he that 
Win break through wilfully to violate the leaft of them, 
^uft hazard the wounding of his conlcicnce even tmto 
death. Yet all this notwithftanding, we fhall find them 
*Ht)kcn well nigh all by the fair pretenders even of the next 
^cs. No lefs to the contempt of him whom tliey feign 
to be the archfoundcrofprelaty, St. Peter, who, by what he 
>^rites in the fifth chapter of his firft epiftle, fliould feem 
^ be far another man than tradition reports him : there he 
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commits to theprefbylers only full authority, both of feed- 
ing the flock and epifcopating ; and commands that obe- 
dience be given to them as to the mighty hand of God^ 
Tvhich is his mighty ordinance. Yet all this was as no- 
thing to repel the venturous boldnefs of innovation that 
enfued, changing the decrees of God that are immutable^ 
as if they had been breathed by man. Neverthelefs when 
Chrifl-, by thofe vifioris^ of St. John, foreftiows the refor- 
mation of his church, he bids him take his reed, and 
mete it out again after the firfl: patterp, for he prefcribes 
him no other- '^ Arife, faid the Angel, and meafure the 
temple of God, and the altar, and them that worfhip 
therein." What is there in the world can meafure men 
but difcipline ? Our word ruling imports no lefs. Doc- 
trine indeed is the meaiure, or at lew the reafon of the 
meafure, it is true ; but unlefs the meafure be applied to 
that which it is to meafure, how can it adtually do its pro- 
per work ? Whether therefore difcipline be all one with 
doctrine, or the particular application thereof to this 06 
that perfon, we all agree that do6lrine muft'be fuch only 
as is commanded ; or whether it be fomething really diN 
fering from dodlrine, yet was it only of God's appoint* 
ment, as being the moft adequate meafure of the church 
and her children, which is here the office of a great evan- 
gclifl, and the reed given him from Heaven. But that 
part of the temple which is not thus meafured, fo far 
is it from being in God's tuition or delight, that in the 
following verfe he reje6ls it ; however in ihow and vifi- 
bility it may feem a part of his church, yet in as much as 
it lies thus unmeafured, he leaves it to be trampled by thfj 
gentiles; that is, to be polluted with idolatrous and gen^ 
tililh rites and ceremonies. And that the principal refor- 
mation here foretold is already come to pafs, as well in 
difcipline as in do<ftrine, the ftate of our neighbour 
churches afford us to behold. Thus, through all the per 
riods and changes of the church, it hath been proved, that 
God hath ftill referved to himfelf the right of enadlii^ 
church-government. 
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CHAP. III. 

7%ar it is d^igerous and unworthy the go/pel^ to bold that church^govern* 
mem Is to bepattermd ky the law^ as bi/hop Andrews and thefrlmate 
of Armagh maintain. 

W B may return now from this interpoling difficulty 
thus removed, to affirm, that fince (jhurch-^vemment is 
fo ftridtly commanded in God*s word, the firlft and greateft 
teafoa why wefhould fubmit thereto is, becaufe God hath 
fo commanded. But whether of thefe two, prelaty, or 
prcfb3rtery, can prove itfelf to be fupported by this firft and 
greateft reafcxi, muft be the next difpute: wherein this 
pofition is to be firft laid down, as granted ; that I may 
not follow a chafe rather than an argument, that one of 
thele two, and none other^ is of God*s ordaining ; and 
if it be, that ordinance muft be evident in the gofpeL 
For the imperfedb and obfcure inftitution of the law, 
which the apoftles themfelves doubt not ofttimes to 
vilify, cannot give rules to the complete and glorious 
miniftration of the gofpel, which looks on the law as 
on a child, not as on a tutor. And that the prelates 
have no fure foundation in the gofpel, their own guilti* 
nefs doth manifeft ; they would not elfe run quefting up 
as high as Adam to fetch their original, as it is (aid one 
of them lately did in public. To which afiertion, had I 
beard it, becaufe I fee they are fo infatiable of antiquity, I 
ihould have gladly affented, and confefTed them yet more 
ancient : for Lucifer, before Adam, was the firft prelate 
angel; and both he, as is commonly thought, and our 
forefather Adam, as we all know, for afpiring above their 
orders, were miferably degraded. But others, better ad- 
vifed, are content to receive their beginning from Aaron 
and his fons, among* whom bifhop Andrews of late years, 
and in thefe times the primate of Armagh, for their learn- 
ing, are reputed the beft able to fay what may be faid in 
this opmion. The primate, in his difcourfe about the 
original of epifcopacy newly revifed, begins thus : ^* The 
ground of epifcopacy is fetched partly from the pattern 
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prefcribed by God in the OldTeftamentj.and partly from 
the imitation thereof brought in by the apoftles." Here- 
in I muft entreat to be excufed of the defire I have to be 
fatisfied, how for example the ground of epifcopacy i9 
fetched partly from the example of the Old Teftament, 
by whom next, and by whofe authority. Secondly, how 
the church-government under the gofpel can be rightly 
called an imitation of that in the Old Teftament ; for 
that the gofpel is the end and fulfilling of the law^ our 
liberty alfo from the bondage of the law, I plainly read. 
How then the ripe age of the gofpel ihould be put to 
fchool again, and learn to govern herfelf from the in- 
£incy of the law, the ftronger to imitate the weaker, the 
freeman to follow the captive, the learned to be leifoned 
by the rude, will be a hard undertaking to evince from 
any of thofe principles, which either art or infpiratioQ 
hath written. If any thing done by the apoftles may be 
drawn howfoever to a likenefs of fomething mofaical, if 
it cannot be proved that it was done of purpofe in ioiita-' 
tibn, as having the right thereof grounded in nature, and 
not in ceremony or type, it will little avail the matter. 
The whole judaic law is either political, (and to take 
pattern by that, no chriftian nation ever thought itfelf 
obliged in confcience) or moral, which contains in it the 
obfervation of whatfoever is fubftantially and perpetually 
true and good, either in religion, or courfe of life. That 
which is thus moral, befides what we fetch from thofe . 
unwritten laws and ideas which nature hath engraven in 
us, the gofpel, as fiands with her dignity mod, leAures to 
her from her own authentic handwriting and commandj^ 
not copies out from the borrowed manufcript of a fub-* 
fervient fcroU, by way of imitating : as well might fhe be 
faid in her facrament of water, to imitate the baptifm of 
John. What though (lie retain excommunication ufed . 
in the fynagogue, retain the morality of the fabbath ? She 
does not therefore imitate the law her underling, but per- 
fect her. All that was morally delivered from the law tq 
the gofpel, in the office of the priefts and Levites, \vaag 
that there fhould be a miniftry fet apart to teach and dif- 
cipline the church ; both which duties the apofUei 
thought good to commit to the prefbyters. And if any* 
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diftin^lion of honour were to be made among them, they 
dire6led it fhould be to thofe not that only rule well, but 
efpecially to thofe that labour in the word and do6trine. 
By which we are taught that laborious teaching is the 
moft honourable prelaty that one minifter can have above 
another in the gofpel ; if, therefore the fuperiority of bi- 
ihopfhip be grounded on the priefthood as a part of the 
moral law, it cannot be faid to be an imitation ; for it 
were ridiculous that morality fhould imitate morality, 
which ever was the fame thing. This very word of pat- 
terning or imitating, excludes epifcopacy from the folid 
and grave ethical law, and betrays it to be a mere child 
of ceremony, or likelier fome mifbegotten thing, that 
having plucked the gay feathers of her obfolete bravery, to 
hide her own deformed barrennefs, now vaunts and glo* 
ries in her fiolen plumes. In the mean while, what dan- 
ger there is againft the very life of the gofpel, to make in 
any thing the typical law her pattern, and how impoflible 
in that which touches the prieftly government, I Ihall ufc 
fuch light as I have received, to lay open. It cannot .be 
unknown by what expreflions the holy apoftle St. Paul 
fpares not -to explain to us the nature and condition of 
the law, calling thofe ordinances, which were the chief 
and eflential offices of the priefls, the elements and rudi- 
ments of the world, both weak and beggarly. Now to 
farced, and bring up the children of the promife, the heirs 
of liberty and grace, under fuch a kind of government as 
is profefled to be but an imitation of that miniftry, which 
engendered to bondage the fons of Agar ; how can this 
be but a foul injury and derogation, if not a cancelling 
of that birthright and immunity, which Chrifl hath pur- 
chafed for us with his blood ? For the miniftration of the 
law, confifling of carnal things, drew to it fuch a minidry 
as confided of carnal refpedts, dignity, precedence, and . 
the like. And fuch a miniftry eftabliflied in the goijpcl, 
as is founded upon the points" and terms of fuperiority, 
and nefts itfelf in worldly honours, will draw to it, and 
we fee it doth, fuch a religion as runs back again to the 
old pomp and glory of the fiefh : for doubtlefs there is a 
certain attradSion and magnetic force betwixt the religion 
and the minifierial form thereof. If the religion 
be pure, ipiritual, fimple, and lowly, as the gofpel moft 
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truly is, fuch rauft the face of the miniftry be. And iq 
like manner, if the form of the miniftry be grounded in 
the worldly degrees of authority, honour, temporal jurif- 
didlion, we fee with our eyes it will turn the inwar4 

{)ower and purity of the §ofpel into the outward cama- 
ity of the law ; evaporating and exhaling the internal 
worlhip into empty conformities, and gay fliows. And 
what remains then, but that we ihould run into as dan- 
gerous and deadly apoftafy as our lamentable neighbours 
the papifts, who, by this very fnare and pitfall of imitating 
the ceremonial law, fell into that irrecoverable fuperfti- 
tion, as muft needs make void the covenant of falvatioQ 
tQ them that perfift in this blindnefs ? 



C H A P. IV. 

That It is mp(ilJihle to make the prlefthood of Aaron a fattem wbtreon t$ 

ground epffcopacj^ 

X HAT which was promifed next is, to declare the im^ 
poffibility of grounding evangelic government in the 
imitation of the jewifh priefihood ; which will be done 
by confidering both the quality of the perfons, and the 
office itfelf. Aaron and his fons were the princes of their 
tribe, before they were fandlified to the priefthood ; that 
perfonal eminence, which they held above the other 
jLevites, they received not only from their office, but 
partly brought it into their office; and fo from that 
time forward the priefts were not chofen out of the 
whole number of the Levites, as our birtiops, but were 
born inheritors of the dignity. Therefore, unlefs we fhal} 
choofe our prelates only out of the nobility, and let them 
run in a blood, there can be no poffible imitation of 
lording over their brethren in regard of their perfons alto- 
gether unlike. As for the office, which was a reprcfenta^- 
tion of Chrift's own pcrfon more immediately in the. 
high prieft, and of his whole prieftly office in all the 
other, to the performance of which the Levites were but 
as fervitors and deacons, it was neccflary there ihould be 
a diftindlion of dignity between two functions of fo great 

odd^ 
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odds. But there being no fuch difierence among our 
miniflersj unlefs it be in reference to the deacons, it is 
imiKiflible to found a prelaty upon the imitation of this 
priefthood : for wherein, or in what work, is the office of 
t prelate excellent above that of a pallor ? In ordination^ 

Eu will fay ; but flatly againft fcripturc : for there wc 
low Timothy received ordination by the hands of the 
prefbytery, notwithftanding all the vain deluiions that 
are med to evade that teftimony, and maintain an un« 
warrantable ufurpation. But wherefore (hould ordina-^ 
tion be a caufe of fetting up a fuperior degree in the 
Church ? Is not that whereby Chrift became our Saviour 
a Ugher and greater work, than that whereby he did or* 
dain meflengers to preach and publiih him our Saviour ? 
Efery minifler fuffaiins the perfon of Chrift in his higheft 
work of communicating to us the myfteries of our falva- 
tion, and hath the power of binding and abfolving ; how 
Ibould he need a higher dignity, to reprefent or execute 
Aat which is an inferiour work in Chrift ? Why ihould 
the performance of ordination, which is a lower office, 
exalt a prelate, and not the feldom difcharge of a higher 
and more noble office, which is preaching and adminif- 
ttring, much rather deprefs him ? Verily, neither the na- 
ture nor the example of ordination doth any way require 
an imparity between the ordainer and the ordained ; for 
what more natural than every like to produce his like, 
man to beget man, fire to propagate fire ? And in exam- 
ples of higheft opinion the ordainer is inferiour to the or- 
dained ; for the pope is not made by the precedent pope, 
but by cardinals, who ordain and confecrate to a higher 
and greater office than their own. 



CHAP. V. 

7i the arguments ofbj/hop Andrews and the Primate. 

Jt follows here to attend to certain objections in a little 
treatife lately printed among others of like fort at Oxford, 
and ia the title faid to be out of the rude draughts of 
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94 ^he Reafon of Church-G$vernment Book L 

bifliop Andrews : and furely they be rude draughts indeed, 
infomuchthat it is marvel to think what his friends meant, 
to let come abroad fuch (hallow reafonings with the name 
of a man fo much bruited for learning. In the twelfth and 
twenty-third pages he feems moft notorioufly inconftant 
to himfclf ; for in the former place he tells us he for- 
bears to take any argument of prelaty from Aaron, as being 
the type of Chrift. In the latter he can forbear no longer 
but repents him of his ralh gratuity, affirming, that to fay, 
Chrift being come in the flelh, his figure in the high prieil 
ceafeth, is the ihift of an anabaptift; and.ftifiy argues^ 
that Chrift- being as well king as prieft, was as well fore- 
refembled by the kings then, as by. the high prieft : fo that 
if his coming take away the one type, it rauft alfo th^ 
other. Marvellous piece of divinity ! and well worth 
that the' land fhould pay fix thoufand pounds a year for 
in a bilhopric; although I read of no fophifter among 
the Greeks that was fo dear, neither Hippias nor Prota- 
goras, nor any whom the focratic fchool famoufly refu- 
ted without hire. Here we have the type of the king 
fewed to the tippet of the biftiop, fubtlety to caft a jea- 
loufy upon thecrowii, as if the right of kings, like Meleager 
in the Metamojrphofis, were no longerlived than the fire- 
brand of prelaty. But more likely the prelates fearing 
(for their own guilty carriage protefis ihey do fear) that 
their fair days cannot long hold, praftife by pofiefiing 
the king with this nioft falfe do6lrine, to engage his pow- 
er for them, as in his own quarrel, that when they fall 
they may fall in a general ruin ; juft as cruel Tiberiua 
would wifh : 

*' When I die let the earth be rolled in flames.** 

But where, O Bifhop, doth the purpofe of the law fet 
forth Chrift to us as a king ! That which never was in- 
tended in the law can never be abolifhed as part thereof. 
When the law was made, there was no king : if before 
the law, or under the law, God by a fpecial type in any 
king would forefignify the future kingdom of Chrift, 
which is not yet vifibly come; what was that to the law? 
The whole ceremonial law (and types can be in no lav 
clfe) comprehends nothing but the propitiatory office of 

Chrift^s 
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Chrift's pricfthood, which being in fubftancc accom- 
plilhed, both law and priefthood fades away of itfelf^ 
and pafles into air like a tranfitory vifion, and the 
right of kings neither (lands by any type nor falls. Wc 
acknowledge that the civil raagiftrate wears an au- 
thority of God's giving, and ought to be obeyed as his 
Ticegerent. But to make a king a type, we fay is an 
abunve and unfkilful fpeech^and of a moral folidity makes 
it fecm a ceremonial ihadow : therefore your typical chain 
of king and prieft mud unlink. But is not the type of 
prieft taken away by Chrift's coming ? No, faith this fa- 
mous proteftant bifhop of Winchefter, it is not ; and he 
that (aith it is, is an anabaptift. What think ye, readers^ 
do yc not underfland him ? What can be gathered hence^ 
but that the prelate would ilill facrifice ? Conceive him» 
readers, he would mifliiicate. Their altars, indeed, were 
in a fair forwardnefs ; and by fuch arguments as thefe 
they were fetting up the molten calf of their mafs again, 
and of their great hierarch the pope. For if the type of 
prieft be not taken away, then neither of the high pneft, it 
were a ftrange beheading ; and high priefl more than one 
there cannot be, and that one can be no lefs than a pope. 
And this doubtlefs was the bent of his career, though 
never fo covertly. Yea, but there was fomething elfe in the 
high prieft, befides the figure, as is plain by St. Paul*8 
acknowledging him. It is true, that in the 17th of Deut. 
when^ this authority arifes to the prieft in matters too 
hard for the fecular judges, as muft needs be many in the 
occaftons of thofe times, involved lo with ceremonial 
niceties, no wonder though it be commanded to inquire 
at the mouth of the prielis, who befides the magiftrates 
their colleagues, had the oracle of urim to confult with. 
And whether the high prieft Ananias had not encroached 
beyond the limits of his pricftly authority, or whether he 
ufcd it rightly, was no time then for St. Paul to conteft 
about. But if this inftance be able to affert any right of 
jurifdi^lion to the clergy, it muft impart it in common to 
all minifters, fince it were a great folly to feek for coun- 
fcl in a hard intricate fcruple from a dunce prelate, when 
there might be found a fpeedier folution from a grave 
and learned minifter, whom God hath gifted with the 
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judgment of urim, raore amply ofttimes than all the pre- 
lates together ; and now in the gofpe 1 hath granted the pri- 
Tilege of this-oraculousephod alike to all his minil^n. 
The rcafon therefore of imparity in the priefts, being 
now, as is aforefaid, really annulled both in their perfon 
and in their reprcfentative office, what right of jurifdiflion 
foever can be hrorn this place levitically bequeathed, muft 
defcend upon the miniftera of the gofpe! equally, as it 
finds them in all other points equal. Well, then, he is 
finally content to let Aaron go; Eleazar will ferve hia 
turn, as being a fuperiour of fuperiours, and yet no Qrpe 
of Chrift in Aaron's lifetime. O thou that wouldeft wind 
into any figment, or phantafm, to fave thy mite I yet all 
this will not fadge, though it be cunningly interpolifhed 
by fome fecond hand with crooks and emendations : hear 
then, the type of Chrifl in fome one particular, as of 
entering yearly into the holy of holies, and fuch like* 
refied upon the high pricft only as more immediately 
perfonating our Saviour : but to refemble his whole fi^ 
tisfaiftory office, all. the lineage of Aaron was no more 
than fufficient. And all or any of the priefts, confidered 
fcparately without relation to the higheft, are but aS a 
lifclefs trunk, and fignify nothing. And this fhows the 
excellence of Chrift's facrificc, who at once and in one 
perfon fulfilled that which many hundreds of priefts many 
times repeating had enough to forelhow. What other 
imparity there was among themfelvcs, we may fafclyfup- 
pofe it depended on the dignity of their birth and family, 
together with the circumftances of a carnal fervice, which 
might afFoi"d many priorities. And this I take to be the 
fum of what the biftiop hath laid together to make plea 
for prelaty by imitation of the law : though indeed, if it 
may ftand, it will infer popedom all as well. Many 
other cuurfes he tries, enforcing himfclf with much ofleo- i 
tation of endlefs genealogies, as if he were the man 
that St. Paul forewarns ui of in Timothy, but fo unvigo- 
roufly, that I do not fear his winning of many to nis 
caufe, but fuch as doting upon great names are either 
overweak, or overfudden of faith. I ihatl not refufe, 
therefore, to learn fo much prudence as I find in the 
roman foldier that attended the crofs, not to ftand break- 
ing 
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ing of legs, >^hen the breath is quite out of the body, but 
pafs to that which follows. The primate of Armagh at tlie 
Dcginning of his trad^ate feeks to avail himfelf of that 
place in the lixty-lixth of Ifaiah, '^ I will take of them for 
priefls and levites, faith the Lord/' to uphold hereby fuch 
a formoffuperiority among the miniftcrsof the gofpcl, fuc- 
oeedingthofe in the law, as the Lord*s-day did the i'ahbath* 
But certain if this method may be admitted of interpre- 
ting thofe prophetical paifages concerning chriilian times 
and a pun&ual correfpondence, it may with equal proba- 
bility be urged upon us, that we are bound to obferve 
ibme monthly folemnity anfwerable to the new moons, 
as well as the LordVday which we keep in lieu of the 
iabbath : for in the 23d verfe the prophet joins them in 
the jQune manner together, as before he did the priefls and 
levites, thus : *' And it fhall come to pafs that from one new 
moon to another, and from one fabbath to another, fhall 
all fleih come to worfhip before me, faith the Lord." Un- 
doubtedly^ with as good confequence may it be alleged 
from hence^ that we are to folcmnize fome religious 
monthly meeting different from the fabbath, as from the 
other any di(hn<9: formality of eccleliafiical orders may 
be inferred. This rather will appear to be the lawful and 
unconftrained fenfe of the text, that Grod, in taking of 
them for priefls and levites, will not efleem them unwor- 
thy^ though gentiles, to undergo any fundlion in the 
church, but will make of them a full and perfect mini dry, 
as was that of the priefls and levites in their kind. And 
hifhop Andrews himfelf, to end the controveriy, fends 
ui a candid expofition of this quoted verfe from the 
24th page of his faid book, plainly deciding that God, by 
thofe legal names there of priefls and levites, means our 
preibytersand deaccms ; for which either ingenuous con- 
^sffion, or flip of his pen, we give him thanks, and withal 
to him that brought thefe treatifes into one volume, who, 
fetting the contradii^ions of two learned men fo ntar to- 
gether, did not forefec. What other deduannents or ana- 
logies are cited out of St. Paul, to prove alikenefs between 
the minifiers of the Old and New Tcftamcnt, having 
tried their finews, I jud^e they may pafs witliout harm^- 
doing to our caufe. We may remember, then, that pre- 
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laty neither hath nor can have foundation in the law, nor 
yet in the gofpel ; which ailertion, as being for theplainnefs 
thereof a matter of eyenght, rather than of difquifition, I 
Voluntarily omit ; not forgetting, to fpecify this note again, 
that theearneft defire which the prelates have to build their 
hierarchy upon the fandy bottom of the law, gives us to fee 
abundantly the little aflurance, which they find to rear 
up their high roofs by the authority of the gofpd^ re- 
pulfed as it were from the writings of the apoftles^ and 
driven to take fan<5luary among the jews. Hence that open 
confeffion of the primate before mentioned : " Epifcopacy 
is fetched partly from the pattern of the Old Teftament, 
and partly from the New as . an imitation of tjie Old ;'' 
though nothing can be more rotten in divinity than fuch 
a pofition as this, and is all one as to fay, epifcopacy is 
partly of divine inftitution, and partly of man*8 own carv- 
ing. For who gave the authority to fetch more from the 
pattern of the law, than what the apoftles had already 
fetched, if they fetched any thing at all^ as hath been 
proved they did not ? So was Jeroboam's epifcopacy 
partly from the pattern of the law, and partly from, the 
pattern of his own carnality ; a party-coloured and a 
party-membered epifcopacy: and what can this be lefs 
than a monftrous ? Others therefore among the prelates, 
perhaps not fo well able to brook, or rather to juftify this 
foul relapfing to the old law, have condefcended at laii; 
to a plain confciling, that both the names and offices of 
bifhops and prefbyters at firfl were the fame, and in the 
fcriptures nowhere diflinguifhed. This grants the re- 
monfbrant in the fifth fedlion of his defence, and in the 
preface to his laft fiiort anfwer. But what need refpedl 
be had whether he grant or grant it not, when as through 
all antiquity, and even in the loftiefi times of prelaty, wc jj 
find it granted ? Jerome, the Icamedefi of the fathers^ 1 
hides not his opinion, that cuflom only, which the pro- 
verb calls a tyrant, was the maker of prelaty ; before his 
audacious workmanfhip the qhurches were lulled in com- 
mon by the prefbyters: and fuch a certain truth this was 
eftcemed, that it became a decree among the papal canons ' 
compiled by Gratian. Anfelm alfo of Canterbury, who, 
to uphold the points of his prelatifm, made himfelf a 
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traitor to his country, yet, commenting the epiftles to 
Titus and the Philippians, acknowledges, from the cle ir- 
nefs of the text, what Jerome and the church-rubric 
hath before acknowledged. He little dreamed then that 
the weedins-hook of reformation would after two ages 
pluck up his glorious poppy from infulting over the good 
com. Though fince fome of our britifti prelates, feeing 
theinfelves prefled to produce fcripture, try all their cun- 
ning, if the New Teftament will not help them, to frame 
of th«r own heads, as it were with wax, a kind of mi- 
mic bifliop limned out to the life of a dead pricfthood : 
ordfe they would ftrain us out a certain figurative prelate, 
hf wringing thccolle6live allegory of thofc fevcn angels into 
fcrenlingle rochets. Howfoever, fince it thus appears that 
coftDm was the creator of prelaty, being lefs ancient than 
the gOTemment of prefbyters, it is an extreme folly to 
gire them the heapng that tell us of bi(hops through fo 
many ages: and if againft their tedious mufier of citations,' 
fees, and fucceffions, it be replied that wagers and church- 
antiquities, fuch as are repugnant to the plain didlate of 
fcripture, are both alike the arguments of fools, they have 
their anfwer. We rather are to cite all thofe ages to an 
anaignment before the word of God, wherefore, and what 
pretending, how prefuming they durft alter that divine 
inftitution of prefbyters, which theapoflles, who were no 
various and inconllant men, furely had fet up in the 
churches ; and why they choofe to live by cuftom and 
catalogue, or, as St. Paul faith, by fight and vifibiiity, rather 
than by faith ? But, firft, I conclude, from their own 
mouths, that 6od*s command in fcripture, which doubt- 
lefs ought to be the firft and grcatefi: reafon of church-go* 
vemment, is wanting to prelaty. And certainly we have 
plenteous warrant in the do<5lrine of Chrifl, to determine 
that the want of this reafon is of itfelf fufi[icient to confute 
all other pretences, that may be brought in favour it. 
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CHAP. VI. 

That prelaty was not fet up for prevention of fchjfah as is pretended; 
or if it were^ that it performs not what it wasfirfl fet up for ^ but qmie 
the contrary. 

1 ET becaufe it balh the outlide of a fpccious reafon, 
and fpecious things we know are aptcft to work with 
human lightnefs and frailty, even againllthe iblideft tnxdi 
that founds not plaufibly, let us think it worth the ex- 
amining for the love of infirmer chriftians, of what 
importance this their fecond rcafon may be. Tradition 
they fay hath taught them, that, for the prevention of 
growing fchifm, the bifhop was heaved above the prc£» 
byter. And muft tradition then ever thus to the world's 
end be the perpetual cankerworm to cat out God's com- 
mandments ? Are his decrees fo inconfiderate and (b 
fickle, that when the ftatutes of Solon or Lycurgca ihall 
prove durably good to many ages, his, in forty yearSy ihall 
be found defecStive, ill-contrived, and for needful caofes 
to be altered ? Our Saviour and his apoflles did not only 
forefee, but foretel and forewarn us to look for fchifm. 
Is it a thing to be imagined of Gkxl*s wifdom^ or at leaf); 
of apoftolic prudence, to fet up fuch a government in 
the tendemefs of the church, as ihould incline, or not be 
more able than any others to oppofe itfelf to fchifm ? It 
was well known what a bold lurker fchifm was, eiren in 
the houfehold of Chrift, between his own difciples and 
thofe of John the Baptift about failing ; and early in the 
A<^sof the Apoftles the noife of fchifm had almoft drowned 
the proclaiming of the gofpei ; yet we read not in fcrip- i 
ture, that any thought was had of making prelates^ no ^ 
not in thofe places where diilenfion was moft rife. If 
prelaty had been then efteemed a remedy againft fchifm, 
where was it more needful than in that great variance 
among the Corinthians, which St. Paul fo laboured to 
reconcile ? and whofe eye could have found thefitteft re- 
medy Iboncr than his ? And what could have made the re- 
medy more available, than to have ufed it fpcedily ? And 
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laiUy, what conld have been more necefTary, than to 
have written it for our inftrudtion ? Yet we fee he nei- 
ther cocnmended it to us, nor ufed it himfelf. For the 
fame diviiion remaining there^ or elfe bui'fiing forth again 
more than twenty years after St. Paul's death, we find in 
Clement's epiftle, of venerable authority, written to the yet 
£i6Uou8 Corinthians, that they were ftill governed by pref- 
byters. And the fame of other churches out of Hermasj 
and divers other the fcholars of the apoftles, by the late 
induflry of the learned Salmaiius appears. Neither yet 
did this worthy Clement, St. Paul's difciple, though wri-> 
tiog to them to lay alide fchifm, in the leaft word advife 
them to change the prefbyterian government into prelaty. 
And therefore if God afterward gave or permitted this 
infurreAion of epifcopacy, it is to be feared he did it in 
liis wrath, as he gave the Ifraelites a king. With fo good 
a will doth he uie to alter his own chofen government 
cflabliflied* For mark whether this rare device of 
Ts brain, thus preferred before the ordinance of God^ 
liad better fuccefs than fleihly wifdom, not counfelling 
with God, is wont to have. So far was it from removing 
fehifm, that if fchifm parted the congregations before, now 
k rent and mangled, now it raged. Hcrefy begat herefy 
with a certain monftrous liafte of pregnancy in .her birth^ 
at once born and bringing forth. Contentions, before 
brotherly, were now hottile. Men went to choofe their 
Uifac^ as tbey went to a pitched field, and tlie day of his 
elciSHoa was like the facki'ng of a city, fometimes ended 
with the blood of thoufands. Nor this among heretics 
only^ but men of the fame belief, yea confeiTors ; and that 
with fuch odious ambition, that Eufebius, in his eighth 
book, teftifies he abhorred to write. And the reafon is 
not G^fcure, for the poor dignity, or rather burden, of a 
parochial preibyter could not engage any great party, 
nor that to any deadly feud : but prelaty was a power of 
that extent and fway, that if hereledlion were popular, it 
was feldom not the caufe of fonic faflion or broil in the 
church. But if her dignity came by favour of Ibme 
prince, (he was from that time his creature, and obnox- 
ious to comply with his ends in ftate, were they right or 
wrong. So that^ iniiead of finding prelaty an iuipeaclier 

H 3 of 



102 The Reafm of Church- Government Book I. 

of fchifm or fa6lion, the more I fearch, the more I grow 
into all peifuaiion to think rather that faction and flie^ as 
with a fpoufal ring, arc wedded together, never to be di- 
vorced. But here let every one behold the juft and 
dreadful judgment of God meeting with the audacious 
pride of man, that durft offer to mend the ordinances of 
Heaven. God out of the ftrife of men brought forth by 
his apoftles to the church that beneficent and ever-diflri- 
buting office of deacons, the flewards and minifters of 
holy alms: man, out of the pretended care of peace and 
unity, being caught in the fnare of his impious boldneft 
to correA the will of Chrift, brought forth to himfelf 
upon the church that irreconcilable fchifm of perdition 
and apoftafy, the roman aniichrifl; for that the exalta- 
tion of the pope arofe out of the realbn of prelaty, it oan- 
not be denied. And as I noted before, that the patfsem 
. of the high prieil pleaded for in the gofpel (for take awsqr 
the head prieft, the reft are but a carcafe) fets up with 
better reafon a pope than an archbiihop ; for if prelatv 
mufl flill rife and rife till it come to a primate, why fhoola 
it flay there ? when as the catholic government is not to 
follow the divifion of kingdoms, the temple befl repre- 
fenting the univerfal church, and the high priefl the uni- 
verfal head: fo I obferve here, that if to quiet fchifm 
there mufl be one head of prelaty in a hind, or monarchy, 
rifing from a provincial to a national primacy, there maj> 
upon better grounds of repreffing fchifm, be fet up one 
catholic head over the catholic church. For the peace 
and good of the church is not terminated in the fchifmlefb 
eflate of one or two kingdoms, but ihould be provided 
for by the joint confultation of all reformed chriftendom: 
that all controverfy may end in the final pronounce or 
canon of one archprimate or proteflant pope. Although 
by this means, for aught I fee, all the diameters of fchifm 
may as well meet and be knit up in the centre of one 
grand falfehood. Now let all impartial men arbitnite 
what goodly inference thefe two main reafons of the 
prelates have, that by a natural league of confequence 
make more for the pope than for themfclves ; yea, to fay " 
more home, are the very womb for a new fubantichrift 
to breed in, if it be not rather the pld force and poy^er of 
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the fame man of fin counterfeiting proteftant. It was 
not the prevention of fchifm, but it was fchifm itfelf and 
the hateful thirll of lording in the church, that firft be- 
ftowed a being upon prelaty; this was the true cauie, 
b|it the pretence is fiill the fame. The prelates, as they 
would have it thought, are the only mauls of fchifm. For- 
footh if they be put down, a deluge of innumerable fe6ls 
will follow ; we (hall be all Browniils, Famihfts, Anabap* 
tills. For the word Puritan feems to be quafhed, and all 
that heretofore were counted fuch, are now; Brownifls. 
And thus do they raife an evil report upon the expe(5led 
refonning grace that God hath bid us hope for ; like thofe 
faithlefs fpies, whofe carcafes -fhall perifh in the wilder- 
nefii of their own confufed ignorance^ and never talle the 
good of reformation. Do they keep away fchifm ? If to 
bring a numb and chill fiupidity of foul, an unadlive 
Uindnefs of mind, upon the people by their leaden doc-* 
trine, or no dodtrineat all ; if to perfecute all knowing and 
icalous chrifUans by the violence of their courts, be to keep 
away fchifin, they keep fchifm away indeed : and by this 
kind of difcipline all Italy and Spain is as purely and poli- 
ticly, kept from fchifm as England hath been by them. 
With as good a plea might the dead-palfy boaft to a man. 
It is I that free you from flitches and pains, and the trou-. 
Uefomefeeling of cold and heat, of wounds and (Irokes ; if 
I were gone, all thefe would moleit you. The winter might 
IS well vaunt itfelf againil the fpring, I deftroy all noifome 
and rank weeds, I keep down all peililent vapours ; yes, 
and all wholefome herbs, and all frelh dews, by your vio- 
lent and hidebound froft: but when the gentle weft 
winds ihall open the fruitful bofom of the earth, thus 
ovcigirded by your imprifonmcnt, then the flowers put 
forth and fpring, and then the fun fhall fcatter the mifls, 
and the manuring hand of the tiller fhall root up all that 
burdens the foil without thank to your bondage. But , 
far worfe than any frozen captivity is the bondage of 
prelates; for that other, if it keep down anything which 
is good within the earth, fo doth it likewife that which 
is ill; but thefe let out freely the ill, and keep down the 
goody or elfc keep down the leflcr ill, and let out the 
grcateft Be dlhamed at laft to tell the parliament, ye 
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curb Ichifinatics, whenas they know ye cherifh and fide 
with papifts, and are now as it were one party with thenit 
and it is faid they help to petition for ye. Can we be- 
lieve that your government ftrains in good eameft at the 
petty gnats of-fcliifm, whenas we fee it makes nothing to 
fwaliow the camel herefy of Rome, but that indeed your 
throats are of the right pharifaical flrain f where arc thofe 
fchifmatics, with whom the prelates hold fuch hot fkir- 
milh ? fhow us your afls, thofe glorious annals which 
your courts of loathed memory lately dcceafed have left 
us ? Thofe fchifmatics I doubt me will be found th6 
vno^ of tbem fuch as whofe only fchifm was to have 
fpokcn the truth agaiiift your high abominations and 
^realties in the church; this is the fchifm ye hate moft, 
the removal of your criminous hierarchy. A politic 
government of yours, and of a pleafant conceit, feC 
up to remove thofe as a pretended fchifm, that would 
remove you as a palpable herefy in government. If the 
fchifm would pardon ye that, Ihe might go jagged in as 
many cuts and flafhes as flie pleafed for you. As for the 
rending of the church, we'have many reafons to think it 
js not that which ye labour to prevent, fo much as the 
rending of your pontifical fleeves: that fchifm would be 
the fored fchifm to you ; that would be Brownifm and 
Anabaptifm indeed. If we go down, fay you, (as if 
Adrian's wall were broken) a flood of fe^ will rufh in. 
What feita ? What are their opinions- ? Give us the in- 
ventory : it will appear both by your former profecutions 
and your prefent inflanees, that they are only fuch Ui 
fpeak of, as are offended with your lawlefs government 
your ceremonies, your liturgy, an extradt of the mafs-book 
tranflated. But that they ihould be contemners of 
public prayer, ■ and churches ufed without fuperfii- 
tion I truH God will manifell it ere long to be as falfe 
a {lander, as your fonner flanders againfi the Scots. Noife 
it till ye be hoarfe, that a rabble of feels will come in ; 
it will be anfwered ye, no rabble, iir prieft, but an una- 
nimous multitude of good proteftants will then join to 
the church, which now, becaufe of you, Aand feparatcd. 
This will be the dreadful confequcnce of your remoral. 
As for thofe terrible names of fefUries and fchifinatica^ 
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litch ye \\z.\c got togctlicr, we know your manner of 
|lU, when the quiver of your aigiitncnts, which is ever 
Gn* and weakly ftored, after the lirft brunt is quite 
jlj>tj', your courfc is to betake yc to your other quiver of 
■ndfr, wherein hcs your bcft archery. And whom you 
Quid not move by ibphiftira! arguing, them you think 
Vconiute by Icandalous mifnaming -, thereby inciting the 
Binder Cort of people to miflike and deride found do<^trinc 
W good chiifiianity, under two or three vile and hate- 
kl terms. But if wc could eafily endure and difiblvc your 
Mghlieft rcnfons in argument, welTiall more eafily bear 
C worfl of your unreafonablenefe in calumny and falfe 
toort : efpecially being foretold by Chrift, that if he our 
hficr were by your prcdecefTors called Samaritan and 
clKcbub, we muft not ihink, it flrange if his bell difci- 
s in the refovmaiion, as at firft by thofe of your tribe 
Itjr were called Lollards and Hullites, fo now by you 
p termed Puritans and Brownirts. But my lio]>e is, that 
e people of England will not fuffer themfelvcs to be 
■gled thus out of their faith and religion by a mifl of 
ncft cart before their eyes, but will fcarch wifely by the 
iHptarcs, and look quite through this fraudulent afpcr- 
in of a difgracefiil name into the things ibemfeivcst 
owing that the primitive chriftians in their times were 
beounKd fuch as are now called Faniilifti and Adamites, 
Iworfe. And many onttieprelatic Jide, like tlie church 
t Strdia, have a name to live, and jet are dead % to be 
rotcftants, and arc indeed papifts in moft of their princi- 
ple*. Thus pcifuaded, this your old fallacy we lliati (bon 
wmnalk, and quickly .ipprehend how you prevent Ichifm, 
and who are yoqr fchifmatics. But what if ye prevent 
~" 1 hinder all good means of preventing fchifm ? That 
» which the apoftles ufed, was to call a council : fmra 
Vli.byany thing that can be learned from the fifteenth 
V Acts, no faithful chriftian was debarred, to whom 
wtedgc and piely might give enhance. Of luch a 
icil as this every parochial eonfiftory is a right homo- 
soos andconftilulmg part, being in itfelf, as it were, a 
c fynod, and towards a general aHembly moving upon 
own balis in an even and firm progreffion, a^i tbofe 
dlor ftjuarcs in battle unite in one great cube, the 
' I plialanx, an emblem of truth and llcadfartnefs. 
Whereas, 
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Whereas, on the other fide, prelaty afcedding by a 
gradual monarchy from bifhop to archbifhop» from 
thence to primate, and from thence, for there can be 
no reafon yielded neither in nature nor in religion, where- 
fore, if it have lawfully momited thus high^ it (hould 
not be a lordly afccndant in the horofcope of the church, 
from primate to patriarch, and fo to pope : I fay^ prelaty 
thus afcending in a continual pyramid upon pretence to 
perfect the church's unity, if notwithftanding it be found 
moil needful, yea the utmofl help to darn up the rents of 
fchifm by calling a council, what does it but teach us that 
prelaty is of no force to efFedl this work, which ihe boafts 
to be her mailerpiece ; and that her pyramid afpires and 
fharpens to ambition, not to perfe(S^ion or unity ? This 
we know, that as often as any great fchifm difparts the 
church, and fynods be proclaimed, the prefbyters have as 
great right tlierc, and as free vote of old, as the bifhops^ 
which the canon law conceals not. So that prelaty, if 
ihe will feek to clofe up diviiions in the church, mufl be 
forced to diffolve and unmake her own pyramidial figure^ 
which (he affirms to be of fuch uniting power^ whenas in- 
deed it is the moft dividing and fchifmatical form that 
geometricians know of, and mud be fain to inglobe or 
incube herfelf among the prefbyters ; which ihe hating 
to do, fends her haughty prelates from all parts with their 
forked mitres, the badge of fchifm, or the ilamp of his 
cloven foot whom they ferve I think, who, according to 
their hierarchies acuminating ilili higher and higher in 
a cone of prelaty, inftead of healing up the gaihes of the 
church, as it happens in fuch pointed bodies meeting, fall 
to gore one another with their iharp fpires for upper^ 
place and precedence, till the council itfelf proves the 
greateft fchifm of all. And thus they are fo far iioact 
hindering diifenfion, that they have made unprofitable^ 
and even noifome, tlie chiefefl remedy we have to keep 
chriflendom at one, which is by councils: apd thefe, xf 
we rightly confider apoftolic example, arc nothing 
clfe but general prclbj terics. This feemed ib far 
from the apoftles to think much of, as if hereby their dig- 
nity were impaired, that, as we may gather by thofe epif* 
ties of Peter and John, which are likely to be lateft 
written, when tlic church gvcw to a fettling, like diofc 
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heroic patricians of Rome (if we may ufe fuch compari- 
fon) haflening to lay down their di6tatorfhip, they rejoiced 
to call themfeives, and to be as fellow-elders among their 
brethren ; knowing that their high office was but as the 
icaffblding of the church yet unbuilt, and would be but 
s troublefome disfigurement, fo foon as the building was 
finifhed. But the lofty minds of an age or two after, 
foch was their fmall difceming, thought it a poor indig- 
nity,- that the high-reared government of the church 
ihould fo on a fudden, as it feemed to them, fquat into a 
prelbytery. Next, or rather, before councils, the time- 
lieft prevention of fchifm is to preach the gofpel abun- 
dandy and powerfully throughout all the land, to inftruA 
the youth religioufly, to endeavour how the fcriptures 
may be eafieft underftood by all men ; to all which the 
proceedings of thefe men have beei> on fet purpofe con- 
trary. But how, O' prelates, ihould you remove fchifm ? 
and how fliould jou not renaove and oppofe all the means 
of removing fchifm ? when prelaty is a fchifm itfelf from 
the moft reformed and moft flouriihing of bur neighbour 
churchesabroad, and a fad fobjeA of [difcord and ofience 
to the whole nation at home. The remedy which you aU 
lege, is the very difeafe we groan under ; and niever canbe 
to as a remedy but hj removing itfelf. Yooir predeceilbn 
were believed to afiume this preeminence above their 
brethren, only that they might appeafe diflenfion. Now 
God and the church call upon jqm^ for the fame reafbn, 
to lay it down, as being to thoulands of good men ofien- 
five, burdenfomer, intolerable. Surrender that pledge, 
which, unlefs you foully ufurped it, the church gave you, 
•nd DOW claims it again, for the reafon ihe firft lent it. 
Difcharge the truft committed to you, prevent fchifm ; 
■nd that ye can never do, but by difcharging yourfelves. 
That government which yc hold, we confefs, prevents 
njuch, hinders much, removes much ; but what ? the 
fchifms and grievances of the church ? no, but all the 
peace and unity, all the welfare not of the church alone, 
bot of the whole kingdom. And if it be flill permitted 
ye to hold, will caufe the moft fad, 1 know not whether 
f^paration be enough to fay, but fuch a wide gulf of dif- 
l^ftion in this land^ as wi^ never clofe hei* difmal gap 
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until yc be forced .(for of yourfelves you will never do as 
that Roman^ Curtius, nobly did) for the church's peace 
and your country's, to leap into the mid (I, and be no 
more fcen. By this we fliall know whether yours be that 
ancient prelaty, which you fay was firft conilituted for the 
reducement of quiet and unanimity into the church, for 
then you will not delay to prefer diat above your owb 
preferment. If othcrwife, we muft be confident that your 
prelaty is nothing elfe but your ambition, an infolent pre- 
ferring of yourfelves above your brethren ; and all your 
learned fcraping in antiquity, even to dillurb the bones of 
old Aaron and his Ions in their graves, is but to main- 
tain and fet upon our necks a ilately and fevcre dignity, 
which you call I'acred, and is nothing in very deed but a 
grave and reverend gluttony, a fancftimonious avarice; 
in comparifon of which, all the duties and deamefles 
which ye owe to God or to his church, to Jaw, cuf- 
tom» or nature, ye have refolved to. fet at nought. I 
could put yoa in mind what counfeh Clement, a fellow- 
labourer with the apoftles, gave to the preibyters of Co- 
rinth^ whom the people, though uiijuftly, fought to re* 
move. '^ Who among you,*' faith he, '^ it noble-minded, 
who is pitiful, who is diaritable ? let him fay thus. If for 
me this fedition, this enmity, thefe differences be, I wil- 
lingly depart, I go my ways ; only let the flock of Chrift 
be at peace with : the preibyters that are fet over it. He 
that (hall do this," iaith he, ^ ihall get him great honour 
in the Lord, and all places will rcGeive him." This was 
Clement's counfel to good and holy men, that they ihould 
depart rather from their jufl: ofiice, than by their ftay to 
ravel out the feamlefs garment of concord in the church* 
But I have better counfel to give the prelates, and far 
more acceptable to their ears ; this advice in my opinioa^ 
is fitter for them: cling faft to your pontifical fees, 
not, quit yourfelves like barons, fland to the utmoft foi 
your haughty courts and votes in parliament. Still 
us, that you prevent fchifm, though fcliifm and combuf^ 
tion be the very iflue of your bodies, your firft -bom ; 
fet your country a bleeding in a prelatioal mutiny, to figh.'C: 
for your pomp, and that ill-favoured weed of tempora.! 

)ionour, that fits diihonourably upon your laic ihoulderat ff 

that 
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that yc nuiy be fat and fleihy, f\yoln with high thoughts 
and big with mifchievous deligns^ when God comes to 
▼iiit upon you all this fourlbore years vexation of his 
church under your Egjrptian tyranny. For certainly of 
all thofe blefled fouls which you have perfecuted* and 
thofe miferable ones which you have lofi^ the juft vea- 
geance does not deep. 

C H A R VII. 

7J«I tbofi mmvfjtfts and fchifms tj fomtfuppofed to he among or, and 
that rehllkn tn Ireland^ might notHbta Under anee^ but a baflening 
of rffermatlmi. 

jtVs for thofe many fe^ and diviiions ramoured abroad 
to be amongft us, it is not hard to perceive, that they arc 
partly the mere fidtions and falfe alarms of the prelates, 
thereby to caft amazements and panic terrours into the 
hearts of weaker chriftians, that they (hould not venture 
to change the prefent deformity of the church, for fear 
of I know not w^at worfe inconveniencies. With 
the fame 6bje<3ed fears and fufpicions, we know that 
fubtle prelate Gardner fought to divert the reformation. 
It may fuffice us to be taught by St. Paul, that there muft 
be feds for the manifefting of thofe that are foundhearted. 
Thefe are but winds and flaws to try the floating veilel 
of our faith, whether it be flanch and fail well, whether 
oar ballaft be jufl, our anchorage and cable flrong. By 
Ais is feen who lives by faith and'certain knowledge, and 
who by credulity and the prevailing opinion of the age ; 
whofe virtue is of an unchangeable grain, and whofe of a 
flight wafh. If God come to try our conftancy, we ought 
'H)t to fhrink or ftand the lefs firmly for that, but pafs on 
^ith more fleadfaft refolution to eftablifh the truths 
^lx)ugh it were through a lane of fedls and herefies on 
^ach fide. Other things men do to the glory of God : 
^t fc6ls and errouita, it feems, God fufFcrs to be for the 
^lory of good men, that the world may know and rever- 
ence their true fortitude and undaunted conflancy in the 
"•^nith. Let us not therefore make thefe things an incum- 
brance, or an cxcufe of our delay in reforming, w^iich 
^^ fends us as an incitement to proceed with moip hoi* 

xiour 
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Hour and alacrity : for if there were no oppofition, where 
were the trial of an unfeigned goodnefs and magnani- 
mity ? Virtue that wavers is not virtue, but vice revolted 
from itfelf, and after a while returning. The adiions of 
juft and pious men do not darken in their middle courfe ; 
but Solomon tells us, they ^e as the ihining light, that 
Ihineth more and more unto the j)erfe6l day. But if we 
fhall fufFer the trifling doubts and jealouiies of future fedls 
to overcloud the fair beginnings of purpofed reformation, 
let us rather fear that another proverb of the fame wife 
man be not upbraided to us, that '^ the way of the wicked 
is as darknefs, they (tumble at they know not what. If 
fe6ls and fchifms be turbulent in the imfettled efiate of a 
chiu-ch, while it lies under the amending hand, it bed: 
befeems our chriftian courage to think they are but 
as the throes and pangs that go beforcthe birth of refor- 
mation, and that the work itjfelf is now in doing. For 
if we look but on the nature of elemental and mixed 
things, we know they cannot fufier any change of one 
kind or quality into another, without the firug^e of con- . 
trarieties. And in things artificial, feldom any ekgance 
is wrought without a fuperfluous wafte and refufe in the 
tranfacSbon. No marble ftatud can be politely carved, 
no &ir edifice built, without almoft as much rubbifli and 
fweeping. Infomuch that even in the fpiritual conflid of 
St Paul's converfion, there fell fcales from his eyes, that 
were not perceived before. No wonder then in the refer* 
ming of a church, which is never brought to cfFe^t with- 
out the fierce encounter of truth and falfehood together, 
if, as it were, the fplinters and fhards of fo violent a jouft* 
ing, there fall fi'om between the (hock many fond errours 
and fanatic opinions, which, when truth has the upper 
hand, and the reformation ihall be perfedled, will eafily 
be rid out of the way, or kept fo low, as that they (hall be 
only the exercife of our knowledge not the difturbance or. 
interruption of our faith. As for that ^yl^ich Barclay, in hia 
" Image of Minds," writes concerning the horrible and 
barbarous conceits of Eoglifhmen in their religion, I 
deem it fpoken like what he was, a fugitive papift tradu- 
cing the ifland whence he fprung. It may be more judi- 
ciouily gathered from hence^ that the £ngLi(hman oT. 

maDjt 
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many other nations is lead: atheiitical, and bears a natu- 
ral (£fpofition of much reverence and awe towards the 
Deity ; but in his weaknefs and want of better inftruc- 
tion, which among us too frequently is negledted, efpe* 
cially bv the meaner fort, turning the bent of his own 
wits, with a fcrupulous and ceafelefs care, what he might 
do to inform himfelf aright of God and his worfhip, he 
may fall not unlikely fometimes^ as any other Jandman^ 
into an uncouth opinion. And verily if we look at his 
native towardlinefs in the roughcaft without breeding, 
fome nation or other may haply be better compofed to a 
natural civility and right judgment than he. But if he 
get the benefit once of a wife and well rectified nurture, 
which mufl firfl come in general firom the godly vigilance 
of the church, I fuppofe that wherever mention is made 
of countries, manners, or men, the englifh people, amonj 
the firfl that ihall be praifed, may deferve to be accounted 
a right pious, right honefl, and right hardy nation* But 
thus while fome flahd dallying and deferring to reform for 
fear of that which fhould mainly haflen them forward, 
left fchifm and errour fhould increafe, we may now thank 
omfeKes and our deliajrs, if inflead of fchifm a bloody 
and inhuman rebellion be flrook in between our flow 
HMmngs. Indeed againfl violent and powerful oppofition 
there can be no jufl blame of a lingering difpatch. But this 
Imge againfl thofe that difcourfe it for a maxim, as if the 
fwin opportunities of eflablifhing or reforming religion 
were to attend upon the phlegm of flate-bufinefs. In fhite 
loany things at firfl are crude and hard to digefl, which 
^y time and deliberation can fupple and concodt. But in 
fdigion, wherein is no immaturity, nothing out of feafon, 
it goes far otherwife. The door of grace turns upon 
foiooth hinges wide opening to fend out, but foon fhut-» 
tin^ to recall the precious offers of mercy to a nation:. 
wfaich,.unlef8 watchfulneis and zeal, two quickfighted and 
i^dyhanded virgins, be there in our behalf to receive, 
^ lofe : and flill the oftencr we lofe, the flraiter the door 
opens, and the lefs is offered. This is all we get by 
burring in God's fervice. It is not rebellion that ought 
to be the hinderance of reformation, but it is the want of 
this which is the caufe of that The prelates which boaft 
themfelves the-only bridlers of fchifm, God kno\ys have 

been 
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been To cold and backward both there and with us 
io reprefs herefy and idolatry, that either, through their 
carelefsnefs, or their craft, all this mifchief is beiiadleiu 
What can the Irifh fubjeAs do lefs in God*9 juft difplea** 
fore againft ua, than revenge upon englifh bodies the little 
care that our prelates have had of their fouls ? Nor bath 
their negligence been new in that ifland, but ever noto« 
rious in queen Elizabeth's days^ as Camden their known 
friend forbears not to complain. Yet lb little are they 
touched with remorfe of thefe their cruelties^ (for thefe 
cruelties are theirs, the bloodv revenge of thofe fouls 
which they have famiflied,) uiat whenas againft our 
brethren the Scots, who, by their upright and loyid deeds, 
have now brought themfelvcs an honourable name to 
poilerity, whatfoever malice by (lander could invent, rage 
in hoftility attempt, they greedily attempted; toward 
ibefe muF(krous Irifli, the enemies of God and mankind, 
a curfed ofispring of their own connivance, no man takes 
notice but that they feem to be very calmly and indifier* 
ently af!e6ied. Where then fhould we begin to extinguifh 
a rebellion, that hath its caufe from the mifgovemment 
of the church ? where, but at the church's n^ormation, 
and the removal of that government, which purfues and 
wars with all good chriftians under the name of fchif* 
matics, but maintains and fofters all papifts and idolaters 
as tolerable chriilians ? And if the facred Bible may be 
our light, we are neither without example, nor the witnefs 
of God himfelf, that the corrupted eflate of the church is 
both the caufe of tumult and civil wars, and that to ftint 
them, the peace of the church muft firft be fettled. " Now, 
for a long feafon," faith Azariah to king Afa, ^^ Ifrad 
hath been without the true God, and without a teaching 
pried, and without law : and in thofe times there was no 
peace to him that went out, nor to him that came in, but 
great vexations were upon all the inhabitants of the coun<f«* 
tries. And nation was deftroyed of nation, and city o€' 
city, for God did vex them with all adverfity. Be ye 
fb-ong therefore," faith he to the reformers of that age^ 
" and let not your hands be weak, for your work ftiall be 
rewarded." And in ihofe prophets that lived in the times 
of reformation after the captivity, often doth God ftir up 
the people to confider, that while eftablifhmcnt of church- 
matters 
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matters was negledlcd, and put off, there " was no peace 
to him that went out or came in ; ^* for I," faith God, "had 
ict all men every one againfl his neighbour/* But irom 
the very day forward that they went fcrioufly and efteclu- 
ally about the welfare of the church, he tells them, that 
they themfelves might perceive thefudden change of things 
into a profperous and peaceful condition. But it will 
here be laid, that the reformation is a long work, and 
the miferies of Ireland are urgent of a fpeedy redrefs. 
They be indeed ; and how fpeedy we are, the poor atiiic- 
ted remnant of our martyred countrymen that fit there on 
the feafliore, counting the hours of our delay with their 
fighsy and the n^inutes with their falling tears, perhaps 
with the diftilling of their bloody wounds, if they have 
not quite by this time cafl off, and almoft curfed the vain 
hope of our foundered ihips and aids, can beft judge how 
fpeedy we are to their relief. But let their fuccours be 
rafted, as all need and reafon is \ and let not therefore the 
idbrmation, which is the chiefefl: caufe of fucccfs and 
vidoiy, be ftill procraflinated They of the captivity- in 
^Kir greateft extremities could find both counfcl and 
hands enough at once to build, and to expect th^ cue- 
my*8 iiilault. And we, for our parts, a populous and 
nidity nation, muft needs be fallen into a ftrange plight 
titncr of effeminacy or confufion, if Ireland, that was once 
the oonqueft of one fingle earl with his private forces, and 
tliefmall affiftance of a petty Kemiih prince, Ihould now 
takeup all the wifdom and prowefs of this potent monarchy, 
to qodl a barbarous crew of rebels, whom, if we take but 
the right courfe to fubdue, that is, beginning at the refor- 
mation of oar church, their own horrid murders and rapes 
^ill fo fight againfi: them, that the very futlers and horfe- 
hojrs of uie camp will be able to rout and chafe thcm,_ 
without the ftaining of any noble fword. To proceed 
hy other method in this entcrprife, be our captains and 
pommanders never fo expert, will be as creat an errour 
w the art of war, as any novice in foldieriliip ever com- 
nutted. And thus I leave it as a declared truth, that 
ocither the fear of fects, no nor rebellion, can be a fit 
pica to ftay reformation, but rather to pulh it forward 
with all poffible diligence and fpeed. 
Vol. I. I THE 
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. THE SECOND BOOK. 

XL o w happy were it for this frail, and as it may be called 
mortal life of man^ fince all earthly things which have 
the name of good and convenient m our daily ufe, are 
withal fo cumberfome and full of trouble^ if knowledge, 
yet which is the befl and lightfomcil pofleffion of the 
mind, were^ as the common faying is, no burden ; and 
that what it wanted of being a load to any part of the 
body, it did not with a heavy advantage overlay upon 
the fpiril! For not to fpeak of that knowledge that refls 
in the contemplation of natural caufes and dimenfionsj 
which mud needs be a lower wifdom, as the object is 
low^ certain it is^ that he who hath obtained in more than 
the fcantieft meafure to know anything diilindlly of God, 
and of his true worfhip, and what is infallibly good and 
happy in the flate of man's life, what in itfelf evil and 
miserable, though vulgarly not fo efteemed ; he that hath 
obtained to know this^ the only high valuable wifdom in* 
deed, remembering alfo that God, even toafiridlnefsirequires 
the improvement of thefe his entruiled gifts, cannot but 
iuftain a forer burden of mind, and more preiling than 
any fupportable toil or weight, which the body caa 
labour under ; how and in what manner he (hall difpofe 
and employ thole fums of knowledge and illumination^ 
which God hath lent him into this world to trade with. 
And that which aggravates the burden more, is, that, 
having received amongft his allotted parcels, certain pre- 
cious truths, of fuch an orient luftre as no diamond can 
equal ; which neveithclefs he has in charge to put off 
at any cheap rate, yea, for nothing to them that will ; the 
great merchants of this world, fearing that this courle 
would foon difcover and difgrace the falfe glitter of their 
deceitful wares, wherewith they abufe the people, lifcc 
poor Indians with beads and glafles, pra6tife by aU means 
how they may fupprefs the vending of fuch raritieSi and 
at fuch a cheapnefs as would undo them, and turn their 
tralh upon their hands. Therefore by gratifying the corropt 
delires of men in flelhly dodlrines, they ftir them up 
to pcrtecute with hatred and contempt all thofe^ that fe^ 
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to bear themfelves uprightly in this their fpi ritual fad^ory: 
which they fbrefeeing, though they cannot but teftify of 
tntthy and the excellency of that heavenly traffick ^hich 
they bring, againft what oppoiition or danger foever, 
vtt needs mud it fit heavily upon their fpirits, that^ being 
in God's prime intention, and their own, fele<Sled heralds 
of peacei and difpenfers of treafure ine^imable, without 
price to them that have no peace, they find in the dif- 
charge of their commiffion, that they are made the great- 
eft variance and ofience, a very fword and fire both in houfe 
and city over the whole earth. This is that which the lad 
'proj^iet Jeremiah laments : <* Wo is me, my mother, that 
ttma hi^ bora me, a man of ftrife and contention !** And 
although divine infpiration mufi certainly have been fweet 
to thote ancient prophets, yet the irkfomenefs of that 
troth which they brought was fo unpleafant unto them^ 
that everywhere they call it a burden. Yea^ that 
myfierious book of revelation, which the great evangelift 
was hid to eat, as it had been fome eyebrightening eledlu- 
aiy of knowledge and forefight^ though it were fweet in 
fail moath^' and, in the learning, it was bitter in his belly, 
bitter in the denouncing. Nor was this hid from the wife 
poet Sophocles, who in that place of his tragedy, where 
Tirefias is called to refolve king CEdipus in a matter 
which he knew would be' grievous, brings him in be* 
niotiung his lot, that he knew more than other men* 
For forely to every good . d peaceable roan, it muft in 
nihffc needs be a hateful '-^g to be the difpleafer 
iod molefter pf thoufands ; much better would it like 
him doubtlefs to be the melfcnger of gladnefs and 
coQtentment, which is his chief intended bufinefs to all 
loaukind, but that they relift and oppofc their own 
rri true happinefs. But when God commands to take the 
3C trumpet, and blow a dolorous or a jarring blaft, if lies 
oot in man's will what he (hall lay, or what he fliall 
conceal. If be Ihall think to be filcnt, as Jeremiah did, 
l^afe of the reproach and derifion he met with daily, 
** and all his familiar friends watched for his halting," tO 
^ rc\'engcd on him for fpc^aking the trutli, he would be 
forced to confefs as he confeflcd ; " his word was in my 
'^rt as a burning fire ihut up in my bones ; I was 
^^^ with forbearing, and could not ftay/' Which might 

I 1 teach 
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t^ach thefe times not fuddenly to condemn all thin 

that are fharply fpoken or yehemently written as pi 

ceeding ont of ftomach, virulence, and ill-natirre ; tmt 

confider rather, that if the prelates have leave lo iay t 

worfl that can be laid, or do tlie worft that can be doi 

while they ftrive to keep to thennrfelyes, to their gn 

pleafure and coitimodity, thofe tilings which they oag 

to render up^ iio man can be juftiy offended with bin tl 

fhall endeavour to impart and beflow, without any ga 

to himfelf^ thofe (harp but faving words, which wou 

be a terrour and a torment in him to keep bade. For n 

I have determined to lay up as the beft treafure and Ibia 

of a good old age, if God vouchfafe it me, the hoQi 

liberty of free fpeech fom my youths where I (hall thn 

it available in fo dear a concernment as the chore) 

good. For if I be, either by difpoiition or what otk 

caufe, too inquifitive, or fufpicious of myfelf and mu 

own doings, who can help it ? But this I forefee, tfa 

Ihould the church be brought under heavy oppreffio 

and God have given me ability the while to reafon agati 

that man that fhould be the author of fo foul a deed ; 

Ihould Ihe, by blcffing from above on the induftry ai 

courage of faithful men, change this her dillra£ted efta 

infb better days, without the leaft furtherance or cent 

bution of thofe few talents, \yhich God at that prefent h 

lent me ; I forefee what ftories I fhould hear within myfe 

all my life after, of difcourage and reproach* Tiporc 

and ungrateful, the church of God is now agaia 

the foot of her infulting enemies, and thou bewaile 

what matters it for thee, or thy bewailing ? When tB 

was, thou couldd not find a fyllable of all that thou h 

read, or ftudied, to utter in her behalf. Yet eafe a 

Icifure was given thee for thy retired thoughts^ out of i 

1 weat of other men. Thou haft the diligence, the ptf 

the language of a man, if a vain fubje6l were to 

adorned or beautified ; but when the caufe of God a 

his church was to be pleaded, for which purpofe ^ 

tongue was given thee which thou haft, God liftened 

he could hear thy voice among his zealous fervantBi t 

thou wert dumb as a beaft ; from henceforward be tl 

which thine own brutifli filence hath made thee. 

ell'e I fliould have heard on tlie other ear ; flothfidj jH 

c 
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CTcr to be fet light by, the church hath now overcome 
her late diftrciTes after the unwearied labours of many her 
. true fervants that (lood up in her defence ; thou llfo 
vouldft take upon thee to ihare amongfl: them of their 
joy: but wherefore thou ? Where canft thou ihow any 
vord or deed of thine which might have haftcned her 
peace? Whatever thou doft now talk^ or write, or look^ 
ig tbe alms of other men's adlive prudence and zeal. 
Daie sot now to fay, or do any thing better than thy 
former (loth and infancy ; or if thou dareft, thou doit 
io]|Hidently to make a thrifty purchafe of boldnefs to thy- 
idf, out of the painful merits of other men ; what before 
IW thy fin is now thy duty, to be abjedl and worthlefs. 
Tliefe, and fqch like leflbns as thele, I know would have 
(wen my matins duly, and my evenfong. But now by 
thii little diligence, mark what a privilege I have gained 
with good men and laints, to claim my right of lament-* 
iDg the tribulations of the church, if fhe fhould fuifer, 
when others, that have ventured nothing for her fake, 
have not the honour to be admitted mourners. But if 
fte lift up her drooping head and profper, among thofe 
that )iave fomethin^ more than wifhed her welfare, I 
have my charter and freehold of rejoicing to me and my 
heira. Concerning therefore this wayward fub)e6l againft 
pftlatyitfaa: touching whereof is fo diAafteful and difqui- 
ttoua to a number of men, as by what hath been faid I 
nay defer ve of charitable readers to be aeditcd, that 
Btitber envy nor. gall hath entci*cd me upon this contro* 
verfy, but tne enforcement of confcience only, and a pre- 
Ttntive fear left the omitting of this duty Ihould be 
Againft me, when I would ftore up to myfclf the good 
ptovifion of peaceful hours : lb, left it fhould be ftill 
uaputed to me, as I have found it hath been, that fome 
^tpleafing humour of vainglory hath incited me to 
cooteftwith men of high eflimalion, now while green 
fears are upon my head ; from this needlcfs furmifal I fliall 
hope to diflliade the intelligent and equal auditor, if I 
can but lay fuccefsiUlly tliat which in this exigent be- 
hoves me; although I would be heard only, if it might 
be, by the elegant and learned reader, to whom princi* 
Mlly for a while I ihali beg leave I may addrcfs my lei f. 

1 3 To 
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To him it will be no new things though I tell him that 
if I hunted after praifc, by the oftentation of wit and 
learnings I Ihould not write thus out of mine own feafon 
when 1 have neither yet completed to my mind the full 
circle of my private (ludies, although I complain not of 
any infufficiency to the matter in hand ; or were I ready 
to my wifhes, it were a folly to commit any thing elabo- 
rately compofed to the carelefs and interrupted liftening 
of thefe tumultuous times. Next, if I were wife only to 
my own ends, I would certainly take fuch a fubjedl as of 
itfclf might catch applaufe, whereas this hath all the dif- 
advant^es on the contrary, and fuch a fubje£l as the 
publifhing whereof might be delayed at pleafure, and 
time enough to pencil it over with all the curious touches 
of art, even to the perfe6tion of a faultlefs pi6lure ; whenas 
in this argument the not deferring is of great moment to 
the good fpeeding, that if folidity have leifure to do her 
office, art cannot have much. Laftly, I fhould not choof^ - 
this manner of writing, wherein knowing myfelf infcriomr 
to myfelf, led by the genial power of nature to another 
talk, I have the ufe, as I may account, but of my left hand* 
And though! (hall be foolilh in faying rnore to this pur— 
pofe, }'ct, lince it will be fuch a folly, as wifeft men go 
about to commit, having only confcfledand fo committed, 
I may truft with more reafon, becaufe with more folly* 
to have courteous pardon. For although a poet, foaring 
in the high reafon of his fancies, with his garland aiM 
linging robes about him, might, without apology, fpeak 
more of himfelf than I mean to do ; yet for me fitting here 
below in the cool element ofprofe, a mortal thing among 
many readers of no empyreal conceit, to venture and di- 
vulge unufual things of myfelf, I Ihall petition to the 
gentler fort, it may not be envy to me, I muft fay there- 
fore, that after I had for my firil years, by the ocafe- 
lefs diligence and care of niy father, (whom God recom- 
penfe !) been cxercifed to the tongues^ and fome fcienoeSf 
as my age would fufier, by fundry mafters and teacheis 
both at home and at the fchools, it was found, that whethec 
aught was impolcd me by them that had the overlookiogi 
or betaken to of mine own choice in Englifli^ or odicr 
tongue, prQ:Qng or verling^ but chiefly this latter^ th^ ^1% 
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by certain vital figns it had, was likely to live. But much 

latelier in the private academies of Italy, whither I was 

favoured torelbrt, perceiving that fome trifles which I had 

in memory, compofed at under twenty or thereabout, (for 

t)ie manner is, that every one mud give fome proof of his 

wit and reading thei*e) met with acceptance above wbat 

was looked for ; and other things, which I had fhifted in 

fcarcity of books and conveniences to patch up amongft 

them, were received with written encomiums, which the 

Italian is not forward to bellow on men of this fide the 

Alps ; I began thus fax to aifent both to them and divers 

of my friends here at home, and not lefs to an inward 

Cpdng which now grew daily upon me, that by la* 
and intenfe ftudy, (which I take to be my portion 
in this life) joined with the firong propenfity of nature, 
I might perhaps leave fomcthing fo written to after times^ 
as they mould not willingly let it die. Thefe thoughts 
atonce poflefied me, and thefe other ; that if I were cer- 
tain to write as men buy leafes, for three lives and down- 
ward, there ought no regard be fooner had than to God's 
^ory, by the honour and inftrudlion of my country. For 
which caufe, and not only for that I knew it would be 
hard to arrive at the fecond rank among the Latins, I 
ai^lied myfelf to that refolution^ which Arioilo followed 
againil the perfuafions of Bembo^ to fix all tlie indufi^ry 
and art I could unite to the adorning of my native 
tongue; not to make verbal curiofities the end, (that 
were a toilfome vanity^) but to be an interpreter and 
idater of the bcft and (aged things, among mine own 
citizens throughout this ifland in the mother dialect. 
That what the greateft and choiceil wits of Athens, 
Boiney or modem Italy, and thofe Hebrews of old did for 
their country, I, in my proportion, with this over and 
above, of being a chriilian, might do for mine; not 
caring to be once named, abroad, though perhaps I could 
attain to that, but content with thefe Britilh illands as my 
world; whofe fortune hath hitherto been, that if the 
Athenians, as fome fay, made their fmall deeds great and 
renowned by their eloquent writers, England hath had 
her noble achievements made finall by the unfkilful 
Jiaadling of monks and mechanics. 

14 Time 
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Time ferves hot now, and perhaps I might feem too 
profufe to give any certain account of what the mind at 
home, in the fpacio^s circuits of her muling, hath liberty 
to pro{)ofe to herfelf, though of higheft hope and hardeft 
attempting; whether that epic form whereof the two 
poems of Homer, and thofe other two of Virgil and TaiTo, 
are a difFufe, and the book of Job* a brief model : orwhe* 
ther the rules of Ariftotle herein are ftri6Uy to be kept^ op 
nature to be followed, which in them that know art> and 
ufe judgment, is no tranfgrcflion, but an enrichingof art : 
and lailly, what king or knight, before the conqueft^ 
might be chofcn in whom to lay the pattern of a chrifiian 
hero. And as Taflb gave to a prince of Italy his choice 
whether he would command him to write of Godfrey's 
expedition againft the Infidels, or Belifarius againft the 
Goths, orCharlemain againft the Lombards; if to the 
inftindl of nature and the emboldening of art aught maybe 
trull-ed, and that there be nothing adverfe in our climate, 
or the fate of this age, it haply would be no rafhnefs^ from 
an equal diligence and inclination, to prefent.the like 
offer in our own ancient (lories ; or whether thofe dramas 
ticconftitutions^ wherein Sophocles and Euripides reign, 
fhall be found more doctrinal and exemplary to a nation. 
The fcripture alfo affords us a divine pafloral drama in the 
Song of Solomon, confifting of two perfons, and a double 
<ihorus, as Origen rightly judges. And the Apocalypf(^ 
of St. John is the majeftic image of a high and fiatel^ 
tragedy, Ihutting up and intermingling her folemn foenes 
and a61s with a fcvenfold chorus of hallelujahs andhaip-* 
ing fymphonies : and this my opinion the grave authority 
of Parens, commcntipg that book, is fufficient to confirm. 
Or if occadon fhall lead, to imitate thofe magnific odes 
and hymns, wherein Pindarus and Callimstchus are vtk 
moft things worthy^ fome others in their frame judicioa^ 
in their matter moft an end faulty. But thofe frequent 
fongs throughout the law and prophets beyond all thef^ 
not in their divine argument alone, but in the very critif * 
cal art of compolition, may be eafily mado appear ow 
fill the kinds of lyric poefy to be incomparable. Thdd 
abilities, where(bcver they be found, are the infpired gift 
of God rarely beftowed^ but yet to fome (though moft 

9bufe) 
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abufe) in every nation: and are of power^ bcfide the 
office of a pulpit, to inbreed and cherifh in a great people 
the feeds of virtue and public civility,, to allay the 
perturbations of tlie mind, and fet the ane£kions in right 
tone ; to celebrate in glorious and lofty hymns (he throne 
and equipage of God's almightinefs, and what he works, 
and wnat he fufiers to be wrought with high providence 
in his church ; to iing vidlorious agonies of martyrs and 
funtB, the deeds and triumphs of juft and pious nations, 
doing valiantly through ^ith againft the enemies of 
Chrift ; to deplore .the general relapfes of kingdoms and 
fiates from juftice and God's true worihip. Laftly, what- 
fioever in religion is holy and fublime, in virtue amiable 
or grave, whatfoever hath j^aiiion or admiration in all ^ 
the changes of that which is called fortune from without, 
or the wdly fubtleties and refluxes of man's thoughts from 
within ; all thefe things with a foUd and treatable fmooth- 
nds to paint out and defcribe. Teaching over the whole 
book of fen^ity and virtue, through all the infiances of 
example, with fuch delight to thofe efpecially of loft 
ttd delicious temper, who will not fo much as look upon 
tratb herielf, unlefs they fee her elegantly dreiTed ; that 
wfaeitas the paths ofhoneflyand good life appear now 
n^ged and difficult, though they be indeed eafy and 
idcaiant, they will then appear to all men both cafy and 
pkafimt, though they were rugged and difficult indeed. 
And what a benefit this would be to our youth and gen* 
tayi may be foon gueiled by what we know of the corrup- 
tionand bane, which they fuck in daily from the writings 
ttd interludes of libidinous and ignorant poetailers, who 
living fcarce ever heard of that which is the main con- 
fifience of a true poem, the choice of fuch perfons as 
^ onght to introduce, and what is moral and decent 
to each one; do for the moft part lay up vicious princi- 
ples in fweet pills to be fwallowed down, and make the 
tafle of virtuous documents harfh and four. But becaufe 
the fpirit of man cannot demean itfelf lively in this body^ 
without fome recreating intermiffion of labour and feri- 
oos things, it were happy for the commonwealth, if our 
magifirates, as in thofe famous governments of old, would 
Uke into their cve| not only the deciding of our con- 

tentioua 
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tentious law cafes and brawls, but the managing of < 

Eublick fports and feftival pailimes, that they mi^ 
e, not fuch as were authorifed a while fince, the p 
Yocations of dninkenncfs and lull, but fuch as may ini 
and harden our bodies by martial exercifes to 
warlike ikill and performance ; and may civilize, ado 
and make difcreet our minds by the learned and affii 
saeeting of frequent academies, and the procurem< 
of wife and artfm recitations, fweetened witli c 
qoent and graceful inticements to the love and pra6) 
of juftice, temperance, and fortitude, infiru6ling and b 
tering the nation at all opportunities, that the call 
wifdom and virtue may be heard every where, as Solon 
laith ; " She crietli without, Ihe uttereth her voice in 
ilreets, in the top of high places, in the chief concou: 
and in the openings of the gates/' Whether this may : 
be, not only in pulpits, but after another perfuai 
method, at fet and folemn paneguries, in theatres, por 
cs, or what other place or way, may win moft upon 
people to receive at once both recreation and inftru6tic 
let them in authority confult. The thing which I hac 
fay, and thofe intentions which have lived within 
ever fince I could conceive myfclf any thing worth 
my country, I return to crave excufe that ui^ent rea 
hath plucked from me, by an abortive and foreda 
difcovery. And the accomplifhment of them lies not 1 
in a power above man's to promife ; but that none h 
by more ftudious ways endeavoured, and with more \ 
wearied ipirit that none fhall, that I dare almoft ava 
myfelf, as far as life and free leifure will extend ; i 
that the land had once enfranchifed herfelf from 1 
impertinent yoke of prelaty, under whofe inquifitorl 
and tyrannical duucery, no free and fplendid wit i 
flourilh. Neither do I think it fhame to covenant v 
any knowing reader, that for fome few years yet I may 
on trufl with him toward the payment of what I am o 
indebted, as being a work not to be raifed from the \ 
of youth, or the vapours of wine ; like that which flow 
wafte from the pen of fome vulgar amourift, or the trenc 
fury of a rhyming parafite ; nor to be obtained by 
invocation of dame memory and her firen daughters^ 
by devQut prayer to that eternal Spirit, who can em 
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with all utterance and knowledge, and fends out hi« 
feraphim> with the hallowed fire of his altar, to touch 
and purify the lips of whom he pleafes : to this, muft be 
added induftrious and fele6l reading, fteady obfervatiop, 
mfight into all feemly and generous arts and affairs ; till 
which in fome meafure be compailed, at mine own peril 
and coft, I refufe not to fuftain this expedation from as 
many as are not loth to hazard fo much credulity upon 
the bcft pledges that I can give them. Although it no* 
tfabe cx>ntent me to have difclofed thus much before 
band, but that I truft hereby to make it manifefi with 
^Mrhat fmall willingnefs I endure to interrupt the purfuit of 
no lefs hopes than thefe, and leave a calm and pfeafing fo- 
litarinefs, fed with cheerful and confident thoughts, to em- 
titrk in a troubled fea of noifes and hoarfe difputes, put 
fiom beholding the bright countenance of truth in the 
quiet and ftill air of delightful iludies, to come into the 
oim xefleiSiion of hollow antiquities fold by the feeming 
bulk^ and there be fain to club quotations with men whofe 
learning and belief lies in marginal ftuflings, who, when 
they have, like good fumpters, laid ye down their horfe- 
load of citations and fathers at your door, with a rhapfody 
of who and who were biihops here or there, ye may take 
off their packfaddles, their day*s work is done, and epif- 
copacy, as they think, ftoutly vindicated. Let any gentle 
Ap|^enenfion« that can diflinguifh learned pains firom 
drudgery, imagine what plcafure or profound- 
nefs can be in mis, or what honour to deal againfl fuch 
i^dverfaries. But >vere it the meanefl underfervice, if 
^5od by his fecretary confcience enjoin it, it were fad for 
nic if 1 Ihould draw back ; for me ^fpecially, now when 
•U men offer their aid to help, eafe, and lighten the diffi- 
cult labours of the church, to whofc lervice, by the inten- 
tions of my parents and friends, I was deflined of a child, 
and in mine own refolutions: till coming to fome maturity 
of years, and perceiving what tyranny had invaded the 
church, that he who would take orders muft fubfciibe 
ilave, and take an oath withal, which, unlefs he took with 
a confcience that would retch, he muft either ftraight 
perjure^ or fplit his faith \ I thought it better to prefer a 
pjamclefs filcnce before the facmi office of fpeaking, 

boug^ 
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bought and begun with fervitude and forfwearinj 
Howlbever thus church-outed by the prelates, bene 
may appear the right I have to meddle in thefe xnatten 
as^ before the aeceflity and confbamt appeared. " 



CHAP. I. 

That prelaiy oppofeth the reafon and end of thegofpel tbrie wajs; eok 

frfi^ m her outward form. 

jtV-pter this digrejlfion, it would remain that I ihoq^ 
lingle out fome other reafon, which might underta):e H 
prelaty to be a fit and lawful church-government ; \^ 
finding none of like validity with thefe that have alraw 
Iped according to their fortune, I fhall add one rea£^ 
why it is npt to be thought a church-government at a 
but a church-tyranny, and is at hoftile terms with the e; 
and reafon of Chrift's evangelic miniftry. Albeit I vcr% 
confefs to be half in doubt whether I fhould bring it fox 
or no, it being fo contrary to the eye of the world, and < 
world fo potent in moil men's hearts, that I fhall endan j^ 
cither not to be regarded, or not to be underAood ; i 
who is there almoft that meafures wifdom by fimplicl 
flrength by fufFcring, dignity by lowlinefs ? Who 
there that counts it firfl to be laft,' fdmething to 
nothing, and reckons himfelf of great command in that ] 
is a fervant ? Yet Gk)d, when he meant to fubdue the wor 
and Hell at once, part of that to falvation, and this whol 
to perc}ition,made choice of no other weapons, or auxilE 
ries than thefe, whether *to fave or to defbroy. It had be^ 
a fmall maflery for him to have drawn out his legion 
into array, and flanked them with his thunder ; theiefoi 
he fent foojiihnefs to confute wifdom, weaknefs to bic 
flrength, defpifednefs to vanquifh pride : and this is \k 
great myflery of the gofpel made good in Chrifl himfd 
who, as he teflifies, came not to be minifiered to, but t 
minifler; andmufl be fulfilled in all his miniflers till hi 
fecond coming. To go againfl thefe principles St. Pan 
fo feared, that if he fhould but affedt the wifdom of word 
in his preachings he thought it would be laid to hi 

charg( 
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J charge, that he had made the crofs of Chrift to be of 
none efFcdl. Whether, then, prelaty do not make of 
aone cfFeft the crofs of Chrift, by the principles it hath 
fi> contrary to thefe, nullifying the power and end of 
the gofpel, it Ihall not want due proof, if it want 
flot due belief. Neither fliall I fland to trifle with 
one that would tell me of quiddities and formalities, 
ivliethcr prelaty or prelateity, in abftraft notion be this 
that; it luflices me that I find it in his fkin, fo 
find it infcparable, or not oftencr otherwife than a 
icenix hath been feen ; although I perfuadc me, that 
liatever faultinefs was but fuperficial to prelaty at 
e banning, is now, by the juft judgment of God, 
ing fincc branded and inwom into the very eflence 
tereof. Pirft, therefore, if to do the work of the gofpel, 
taift our Lord took upon him the form of a fcrvant ; 
ow can his fervant in this miniftiy take upon him the 
<orm of a lord ? I know Bilfon hath deciphered us all the 
Sailantries of iignore and monfignore, and monlieur, 
aa circumftantially as any pundhialift of Caflile, Naples, 
or Fountain-BIeau, could have done : but this muft not 
ib compliment us out of our right minds, as to be to 
leam that the form of a fcrvant was a mean, laborious, 
and vulgar life, apteft to teach ; which form Chrift 
thought fitteft, that he might bring about his will accord- 
ing to his own principles, chooling the meaner things 
of this world, that he might put under the high. Now, 
whether the pompous garb, the lordly life, the wealth, 
the haughty diftance of prelaty, be thofe meaner things 
of the world, whereby God in them would manage the 
niyftery of his gofpel, be it the verdidl of common fenfe. 
I*or Chriil faith in St. John, " The fervant is not greater 
than his lord, nor he that is fent, greater than he that 
fcnt him ;" and adds, " If ye know thefe things, happy 
aic ye if ye do them." Then let the prelates well advife, 
if they neither know;, nor do thele things, or ifihey 
know, and yet do them not, wherein their happinefs con- 
£08. And thus is the gofpel fruitrated by the lordly 
fi)im of prelaty. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. ir. 

That the ceremoniius doffnne of prelaty oppefetb the reafon and end of 

tbegofpel. 

X HAT which next declares the heaTcnly power^ and 
reveals the deep myftery of the gofpel, is the pure fini'* 
plicity of dofbrine, accounted the fooliihnefs of thit 
world, yet croffing and confounding the pride and wif« 
dom> of the flefh. And wherein confifts this flelhly wifdom 
and pride ? In being altogether ignorant of God and his 
worihip ? No furely, for men are naturally aihamed of 
that Where then ? It confifts in a bold prefumptioa 
of ordering the worihip and fervice of God after man^s 
own will in traditions and ceremonies. Now if the pride 
and wifdom of die fleih were to be defeated and con- 
founded, no doubt but in that very point wherein it was 
proudeft^ and thought itfdf wifeft, that fo the victory of 
the gofpel might be the more illuftrious. But our prelates^ 
inft:ead of expreffing the fpritual power of their minifiiy^ 
by warring againft this chief bulwark and ftrong hold of 
the ftefhy have entered into faft league with the princL* 
pal enemy againft whom they were fent, and turned the 
ftrength of fleihly pride and wifdom againft the pure 
fimplicity of faving truth. Firft^ mifixufting to &id the 
authority of their order in the immediate inftitution of 
Chrift^ or his apoftles, by the clear evidence of fcriptur^ 
they fly to the carnal fupportment of tradition ; when we 
appeal to the Bible, they to the unwieldy volumes oif 
tradition : and do not fhame to rejedt the ordinance of 
him that is eternal, for the perverfe iniquity of fixteen 
hundred years ; choofing rather to think truth itfclf a liar^ 
than that fixteen ages ihould be taxed with an erroutf 
not confidering the general apoftafy that was foretoUI» 
and the church's flight into the wildemefs. Nor is this 
enough; inftead of fliowing the realbn of their lowly 
condition from divine example and command, they feek 
to prove their high preeminence from human confent and 
authority. But let them chant while they will of prc^ 

rogativc% 
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rogatives, wc {hall tell them of fcripture ; of cuftom, 
wc of fcripture ; of a6ls and ftatutes, ftill of fcripture ; 
till the quick and piercing word enter to the dividing of 
their fouls, and the mighty weaknefs of the gofpel throw 
down the weak mightinefs of man's reafoning. Now for 
dieir demeanour within the church, how have they disfi- 
gured and defaced that moi*e than angelic brightnefs, the 
unclouded ferenity of chriftian religioui with the dark 
Offcrcaiting of fuperftitious copes and ilaminical veftureSy 
wearing on their backs, and I abhor to think, perhaps in 
fbme worfe place, the inexpreflible image of God the 
Fatfier ? Tell me, ye priefls, wherefore this gold, where- 
fae thefe robes and furplices over the gofpel ? Is our 
leliffion guilty of the firft trefpafs, and hath need of 
doming to cover her nakednefs ? What does this elfe 
bat cail an ignominy upon the perfection of Chri(l*ft 
miniihry, by feeking to adorn it with that which was the 
poor remedy of our fhame? Believe it, wondrous do<5tors, 
all corporeal refemblances of inward holinefs and beauty 
are now pa£k ; he that will clothe the gofpel now, intimates 
plainly, that the gofpel is naked, uncomely, that I may not 
lay reproachful. Do not, ye church-malkers, while Chrift 
it dothing upon our barrennefs with his righteous gar* 
ment to make us acceptable in his Father's light ; do not, as 
"ledo, cover and hide his righteous verity with the pol- 
hited clothing of your ceremonies, to make it feem more 
decent in your own eyes. *^ How beautiful," faith Ifaiah, 
^ are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that pub- 
lifliethfalvation f' Are the feet fo beautiful, and is the very 
bringing of thefe tidings fo decent of itfelf ? What ilc w 
decency can then be added to this by your fpinftry ? Ye 
think by thefe gaudy glifterings to ftir up the devotion of 
the rude multitude ; ye think fo, becaufe ye forfake the 
heavenly teaching of St. Paul for the hellilh fophiftry of 
papifm. If the multitude be rude, the lips of the preacher 
maft give knowledge, and not ceremonies. And although 
feme chriftians be newborn babes comparatively to fomc 
that are ftronger, yet in refpe^t of ceremony, which is but 
a rudiment of the law, the weakeft chriftian hath thrown 
off the robes of his minority, and is a pcrfc6t man, as to 
legal rites. What children's food there is in the gofpel. 
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we know to be no other than thie ^' fincerity of the word» 
that they may grow thereby," But is here the utmoft of 
your outbraving the fervice of Grod ? No. Ye have been 
Dold, not to fet your threihold by his threihold^ or j^our 
poAs by his pods ; but your facrament, your fign^ call it 
what you will^ by his facrament, baptizing the chriftian 
infant with a folemn fprinkle, and unbaptizing for yoar 
own part with a prophane and impious forefinger : as if 
when ye had laid the purifying element upon his fore- 
head, ye meant to cancel and crofs it out again with 
a character not of God*s bidding. O but the innocence 
of thefe ceremonies ! O rather the fottiih abfurdity of 
this excufe. What could be more innocent than t£ie 
wafhing of a cup, a glafs, or hands, before meat, and that 
under the law when fo many wafhings were conimanded, 
and by long tradition ? yet our Saviour detefted thor 
cuftoms, though never fo feeming harmlefs, aind chsi^ 
them feverely, that they had tranfgreiled the command- 
ments of God by their traditions, and worfhipped him in 
in vain. How much more then muft thefe, and much 
groifer ceremonies now in force, delude the end of Chrift'a 
coming in the fieih againft the fleih, and ftifle the finpe- 
rity of our new covenant, which hath bound us to forfake 
all carnal pride and wifdom, efpecially in matters of re- 
ligion ? Thus we fee again how prelaty, failing in oppo* 
fition to the main end and power of the gofpel, doth not 
join in that myilerious work of Chrift, by lowlinefs to ooiH 
found height, by limplicity of dodrine the wifdoni of the 
world, but contrariwife hath made itfelf high in the world 
and the flefli, to vanquifh things by the world accounted 
low, and made itfelf wife in tradition and flefhly cere- 
mony, to confound the purity of doi^bine which is the 
wifdom of God. 

CHAP. III. 

That prelatical jurifdi^im oppofetb the nafon and end of the Gojpilali 

of State. 

Jl he third and laft confideration remains, whether the 
prelates in their fundlion do work according to the gof- 
pel, pradifmg to fubdue the mighty things of this world 

by 
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by things weak, which St. Paul hath fet forth to be the 
power and excellence of the gofpel ; or whether in more 
nkelihood they band themfelves with the prevalent things 
of this world, to overrun the weak things which Chrift 
hath made choice to work by : and this will fooneft be 
dilberned by the courfe of their jurifdiftion. But here 
^ain I find my thoughts almoft in fufpenfe betwixt yea 
and no, and am nigh turning mine eye which way I may 
beft retire, and not proceed in this fubje<5l, blamhig the 
aidcncy of my mind that fixed nie too attentively to comd 
diaa fiu*. For truth, I know not how, hath this unhap- 
pnefe firtal to her, ere fhe can come to the trial and in- 
qpe&ion of the underfianding; being to pafs through 
many little wards and limits of the feveral afFc<5lions and 
defiles fhe cannot fhift it, but mull put on fuch colour^ 
and attire, as thofe pathetic handmaids of the ibul pleafe 
tokad her in to their queen: and if ihe find'fo much 
fiinmr with them, they let her pafs in her own likenefs ; 
if not, they bring her into the prefence habited and co« 
loured like a notorious falfehood. And contrary, when 
nxj fidfehood comes that way, if thej like the errand fhe 
Inngg, they are fo artful to counterfeit the vely (hape and 
Tifage of truth, that the underftanding not being able to 
difcem the fucus which thefe inchantreifcs with fuch 
OQimhig have laid upon the featm*e fometimes of truth, 
fimietimes of wifehood interchangeably, fentcnces for 
the moft part one for the other at the firft blufli, ac- 
coiding to the fubtle impofture- of thefe fenfual raiftrefle?, 
that keep the ports and paflages between her and the 
obje6L So that were it not for leaving imperfcft that 
which is already faid, I Ihould go near to relinquifh that 
^ch is to follow. And becaufe I fee that moft men, 
©it happens in this world, either weakly or falfely prin- 
cipled, what through ignorance, and what througli cuf- 
toin of licence, both in difcourfe and writing, by what 
hitfi been of late written in vulgar, Jiave not feemed to 
attain the dccifion of this point : I fliall likewij'e allay 
thofe wily arbitreflcs who in moft men have, as was 
heard, the fole ufliering of truth and falfehood between 
ihc fenfc and the foul, with what loyalty they will ufe 
me in convoying this truth to my underftanding ; 
Vol. t K the 
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the rather for that by as much acquaintance as I can 
obtain with them, [ do not find them engaged either one 
way or other. Concerning therefore ecclefiaftical juiif- 
dii^on, I find flill more controverfy^ who (hould admi- 
nifter it ; than diligent inquiry made to learn what it 
is : for had the pains been taken to fearch out that, it 
had been long ago enrolled to be nothing elfe, but a pure 
tyrannical forgery of the prelates ; and that jurifdidliye 
power in the church there ought to be none at all. It 
cannot be conceived that what men now call jurifdi&ion in 
the churchy fhould be other thing than a chriilian cen- 
forfhip ; and therefore it is inoft commonly and truly 
named ecclefiailical cenfure. Now if the roman oenfor, 
a civil fundlion^ to that fevere affize of furveying and 
controlling the privatell and flyeft manners of. all men 
and all degrees, had no jurifdi<5lion, no courts of plea 
or inditement, no punitive force annexed ; whether it 
were that to this manner of corredion the intanglonent 
of fuits was improper, or that the notice of thofe upright 
inquifitors extended to fuch the moft covert and fpiritmis 
vices as would flip ekiily between the wider and more 
material grafp of the law \ or that it flood more with the 
majefly of that office to have no other fergeants or maces 
about them but thofe inviiible ones of terrour and fhame: 
or, lafUy, were it their fear, left the ^reatnefsof this 
authority and honour, armed with jurifdidion, might 
(lep with eafe into a tyranny : in all thefe refpe^is, with 
much more reafon undoubtedly ought the cenfure of the 
church be quite divefled and difentailed of all jiurifdidion 
whatfocver. For if the courfe of judicature to a politic 
cal cenforfhip feem either too tedious, or too contentious^ 
much more may it to the difcipline of the church, whoie 
definitive decrees are to be fpeedy, but the execution of 
rigour flow, contrary to what in legal proceedings is moft 
ufual s and by how much the lefs contentious it i% faf 
fo much will it be the more chriftian. And if thescQi- 
for, in his moral epifcopy, being to judge moft in idit* 
ters not anfwerable by writ or adion, could not ufc an 
inflrument fo grofs and bodily as jurifdidion is, hiwr ] 
can the minifter of the gofpel manage the corpulent and 
fecular trial of bill and procefs in things merely fpiritual) 
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Or oould that roman office, without this juridical 
fword or faw, ftrike fuch a reverence of itfelf into the 
moft undaunted hearts, as with one fingle dalh of igno- 
miny to put all the fenate and knighthood of Rome into 
a tremble ? Surely much rather might the heavenly rai* 
niftry of the evangel bind hcrfelf about with far more 
piercing beams of majefiy and awe, by wanting the beg* 
garly help of halings apd amercements in the ufe of her 
pcnrerful keys. For when the church without temporal 
fu{^rt is able to do her great works upon the unforced 
obedience of men, it argues a divinity about her. But 
when (he thinks to credit and better her fpiritual efficacy, 
and to win herfelf refpe^ and dread by flrutting in the 
fidfe vizard of worldly authority, it is evident that God is 
not there, but that her apoftolic virtue is departed from 
her, and hath lefl her key*cold ; which fhe perceiving 
as in a decayed nature, fceks to the outward fomentations 
and chafings of worldly help, and external flourifhes, to 
fetch, if it be poflible, fome motion into her extreme parts, 
or to hatch a counterfeit life with the crafty and artificial 
heat of jurifdidlion. But it is obfervable, that fo long as 
the church, in true imitation of Chrift, can be content to 
ride upon an a(s, carrying herfelf and her government 
along in ameanand fimpleguife, fhe maybe, as he is, a lion 
of tl^ tribe of Judah; and in her humility all men with 
knid hofannas will confefs her greatnefs. But when defpif- 
io^themighty operation of the Spirit by the weak things of 
this world, fhe thinks to make herfelf bigger and more 
coniiderable, by ufing the way of civil force and jurif- 
didtion, as fhe fits upon this lion fhe changes into an afs, 
ttd inii^d of hofannas every man pelts her with ftones 
tnd dirt. I^fHy, if the wifdom of the Romans feared to 
commit jurifdi6lion to an office of fo high eftecm and 
Acad as was the cenfor's, we may fee what a folecifm in 
the art of policy it hath be^n, all this while through 
chriftendom to give jurifdidlion to eccleliaftical cenlure. 
For that ftrength, joined with religion, abuled and pre- 
tended to ambitious ends, 'mufl of ncceffity breed the 
lieaviefl and mofl quelling t}'ranny not only upon th© 
necks, but even to the fouls of men: which if chriflian 
Rome had been fo cautclous to prevent in her church, as 
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pagan Rome was in her flate, we had not had fuch a 
lamentable experience thereof as now we have iroai 
thence upon all chriflendom. For atthougii I faid before 
that the church coveting to ride upon the lionly form of 
jurifdidtion^ makes a transformation of herfeif into an afs^ 
and becomes defpicable, that is« to thofe whom God hath 
enlightened with true knowledge i but where they remain 
yet in the reliques of fuperflition» this is the extremity of 
their bondage and blindneis, that while they think they 
do obeifance to the lordly vifion of a lion, they do it to. 
an afs, that throughthejuft judgment of God is permitted 
to play the dragon among them becaufe of Iheir wilfiil 
flupidity. And let England here well ifib her eyes, left 
by leaving jurifdidlion and church-cenfure to the fiune 
perfons, now that God hath been fo long medicining her 
eyefight, fhe do not with her overpolitic fetches mar all, 
and bring herfeif back again to wov*ihip this ais befiridiog 
a lion. Having hitherto explained, that to ecdefiaftical 
cenfure no junfdidlive power can be added, without a 
childifh and dangerous overfight in policy, and a pemi* 
cious contradidion in evangelical difcipline, as anon 
more fully ; it will be next to declare wherein the true 
reafdn and force of church- cenfure coniiils, which by 
then it fhall be laid offen to the root ; fo little is it that I 
fear left any crookednefs, any wrinkle or fpot ihoold be 
found in prefbyterian government, that if Bodin the &• 
•xnous French writer, though a papift, yet affirms that the 
commonwealth which maintains this difcipline will cer- 
tainly flouriih in virtue and piety ; I dare aflure myfelf, 
that every true proteftant will admire the integrity, the 
iiprightnefs, the divine and gracious purpofes thereof^ 
and even for the reafon of it fo coherent with the door. 
trine of the gofpel, bclide the evidence of command in 
fcripture, will confefs it to be the only true church-go- 
vernment ; and that contraiy to the whole end 9sA. 
myftery of Chrift's coming in the flefh, a felfe appear- 
ance of the lame is exercifed by prelaty.. But becanft 
iome count it rigorous, and thai hereby men ihall ho 
liable to a double puniihment, I will begin fomewlMts 
liighef, and fpeak of punifhment; which, as it is an evi^ 
I efteem to be of two forts, or riithcr two degrees orLJi 
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a rfeprobate cohfcience in this life, and Hell in the other 
world* Whatever elfc men call punifhment or cenfpr^ 
is hot [Properly an eyil, fo it be not an illegal violence, but 
a (aving medicine ordained of God both for the public 
and private good of man ; who confifting of two parts, thq 
inward and the outward, was by the eternal Providence 
kft under two forts of cure, the church and the magif^ 
tratc The magiftrate hath only to deal with the outward 
part* I mean not of the body alone, but of the mind in 
all her outward a6ts, which in fcripture is called the out- 
ward man* So that it would be helpful to us if we might 
borrow fuch authority as the rhetoricians by patent may 
give us, with a kind of promethean fkill to fhape and 
fiilhion this outward man into the fimilitude of a body, 
and fet him vifible before us ; imagining the inner man 
only as the foul. Thus then the civil magiftrate looking 
only upon the outward man, (I fay as a magiftrate, for 
what he doth further, h^ doth it as a member of the 
diucch) if he find in his complexion, fkin, or outward 
temperaiune the figns and marks, or in his doings the ^ 
cflfefisofinjuftice, rapine, luft, cruelty, or the like, fome- 
times he fhnts up as in frenetick or infectious difeafes ; 
or confines within doors, as in every fickly eftate. Some* 
times he fbaves by penalty or mul6l, or elfe to cool and 
take down thofe luxuriant humours which wealth and 
exceb bavejo^fufed to abound. Otherwhiles he fears, he 
caoterixes, he fcarifies, lets blood; and finally, for ntmofi: 
remedy cuts off. The patients, which moft an end are 
bitMiglit into his hofpital, are fuch as are far gone, and 
be6de themfelves, (unlefs they be falfely accufed) fo that 
foite is neceffary to tame and quiet them in their unruly 
fits, before they can be made capable of a more humane 
cue. His general end is the outward peace and welfare 
of the commonwealth, and civil happinefs in this life. 
His particubr end in every man is, by the infiidlion of 
pain, damagie, and difgrare, that the fenfes and common 
peicetvance might carry this melTagc to the foul within, 
that it is neither eafeful, profitable, nor pmileworthy in 
this Hfe to do evil. Which muft needs tend to the good 
of oMUif whether he be to live or die ; and be undoubt- 
edly the fiift means to a natural man, efpecially an 
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offender, which might open his eyes to a higher coniider- 
ation of good and evil, as it is taught in religion. This is 
feen in the often penitence of thofe that fu^r, who, had 
they efcaped, had gone on linning to an immeafurable 
heap, which is one of the extremeft punifhments. And this 
is all that the civil magiftrate, as fo being, confers to the 
healing of man's mind, working only by terrifying plaf- 
ters upon the rind and orifice of the fore ; and bv all 
outward appliances, as the logicians fay, a pofterion^ at 
the efFedt^ and not from the caufe ; not once touching 
the inward bed of corruption, and that he6tic difpofition 
to evil, the fource of all vice ifnd obliquity agamft the 
rule of law. Which how infufficient it is to cure the 
foul of man, we cannot better guefs than by the art of 
bodily phyfic. Therefore God, to the intent of further 
healing man*s depraved 'mind, to this power of the ma- 
giftrate, which contents itfelf with the reftraint of evij- 
doing in the external man, added that which we call 
cenfure, to purge it and remove it clean out of the inmoft 
foul. In the beginning this authority feems to have been 
placed as all both civil and religious rites once were, only 
in each father of a family: afterwards among the heatfaeut 
in the wife men and philofophers of the age ; but fo as 
it was a thing voluntary, and no fet government. More- 
diftin6lly among the Jews, as being God's peculiar people, 
where the priefts, levites, pirophets, and at laft the fcribes 
and pharifees, took charge of in ft rucking and overfeeins the 
lives of the people. But in thegofpel, which is the flxaight* 
eft and the deareft covenant can be made between God 
and man, we being now his adopted fons, and nothii^ 
fitter for us to think on than to be like him, united to 
him, and. as he pleafes to cxprefs it, to have fellowfhip 
with him ; it is all neceility that we ihould expedl this 
blefted efficacy of healing our inward man to be minif* 
tered to us in a more familiar and efiedlual method than 
ever before. God being now no more a judge after the 
fentence of the law, nor, as it were, a fchoolmafler of 
periftiable rites, but a rooft indulgent father, govemiflff 
hisi church as a family of fons in their difcreet age: and 
therefore, in the fweeteft and mildefl manner of paternal 
difcipline, he hath committed this other office of prefen^ 
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ing in healthful conftitution the inner man^ ^hich may 
be termed the fpirit of the foul, to his fpiritual deputy the 
minifter of each congregation ; who being bed acquainted 
with his own flocks hath bed reafon to know all the 
fecreteft difeafes likely to be there. And look by how 
much the internal man is more excellent and noble than 
the external, by fo much is his cure more exadlly, more 
thoroughly, and more particularly to be performed. For 
which cauie the Holy Ghoft by the apoftles joined to 
the minifter, as affifiant in this great office, fometimes 
a certain number of grave and faithful brethren, (for nei- 
ther dodi the phyiiciat^ do HU in reftoring his patient, he 
preferibes, another prepares the medicine, fome tend, 
fome watch, fome vifit) much more may a minifter partly 
not fee all, partly err as a man : befides, that nothing 
can be more for the mutual honour and love of the peo« 
pie to their paftor, and his to them, than when in feledl 
numbers and courfes they are feen partaking, and doing 
reverence to the holy duties of difcipline by their fervice- 
able and folemn prefence, and receiving honour again 
from th^ir employment, not now any more to be fepa- 
nted in the chxm^h by veils and partitions as laics and 
unclean, but admitted to wait upon the tabernacle as 
the riehtful clergy of Chrift, a chofen generation, a royal 
prieftnobd, to offer up fpiritual facrifice in that meet 
place, to which God and the congregation fhall call and 
affign them. And this all chriftians ought to know, that 
fhc title of clergy St. Peter gave to all &od*s people, till 
pope Higinus and the fucceeding prelates took it from 
them, appropriating that name to themfelves and their 
priefts only ; and condemning the reft of Grod*s inherit- 
ance to an injurious and alienate condition of laity^ 
they feparated from tliem by local partitions in churches, 
through their grofs ignorance and pride imitating the 
oldtemple^ and excluding the members ot Chrift from 
the propeity of being members, the bearing of orderly 
and fit offices in the eccleiiaftical body ; as if they had 
meant to few up that jewifh veil' which Chrift by his 
death on the crofs rent in funder. Although thefe ufur- 
pers could not fo prefently overmafter the liberties and 
lawful titles of God's freebom church i but that Origen, 
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being yet a layman, expounded the fcriptures publicly^ 
4ind was therein defended by Alexander of Jerulalem, 
and Theo6tiftu8 of Caefarea, producing in his behalf 
divers examples, that the privilege of teaching was anci- 
ently permitted to many worthy laymen: and Cyprian 
in his epiftles profeiles he will do nothing without the 
advice and alTent of his affiilant laics. Neither did the 
iiril Nicene council, as great and learned as it was, think 
^t any robbery to receive in, and require the help and 
prefence of many learned lay*brethren, as they were then 
called. Many other authorities to confirm this aflextion, 
both out of licripture and tb^Utff ifji^s. of next antiquity^ 
Golartius hath collected in his notes^ upon Cyprian ; 
whereby it will be evident, that the laity, not only by 
apoftolic permiflion, but by confent of niany of the anci- 
entefl prelates, did participate in church-omces as much 
as is deiired ^any lay-elder fhould now do. Some^ 
times alfo not the elders alone^ but the whole body of 
the church is interefted in the work of difcipline, as oft 
as public fatisfadiion is given by thofe that have givea 
public fcandal. Not to fpeak now of her ri^ht in dec*- 
tions. fiut another re^fon there is in it^ which thouglix 
religion did not commend to us, yet moral and civil prix-> 
dence could not but extol. It was thought of old in phi« 
lofophy, that fhame, or to call it better, the reverence of 
our elders, our brethren and friends, was the greateft in- 
citement to virtuous deeds, and the greateft difluafion 
from unworthy attempts that might be. Hence we may 
read in the Iliad, where He£lor being wifhed to retire 
firom the battle, many of his forces bemg routed, makes 
anfwer, that he durfi not for fhame, left the Trojan knights 
and dames (bould think he did ignobly. And certain it 
is, that whereas terrour is thought fuch a great ftidder in s 
commonwealth, honourable fliame is a fax* greater, and bflf 
more reafon; for where (haroe is, there is fear ; but whew 
fear is, there is not prefendy ihame. And if any thiojS 
may be done, to inbreed in us this generous and chrilU- 
anly reverence one of another, the very nurfe and goar- 
diau of piety and virtue, it cannot fooner be than by fuch 
a difcipline in the church, as may ufe us to have in awc 
the afienablies of the faithful^ and to count it a thing moft 
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grievous^ next to the grieving of God's fpirit, to offend 
thoCb whom he hath put in authority^ as a healing fuper- 
intendence over our lives and behaviours, both to our own 
happinefs, and that we may not give offence to good men, 
who, without amends by us made, dare not, againff God's 
coDEimand, hold communion with us in holy things. And 
this will be accompanied with a religious dread of being 
outcaft from the company of faints, and from the ^therly 
piote6lion of God in his church, to confort with the 
devil and his angels. But there is yet a more ingenuous 
and noble denee of honeft fhame, or, call it, if you will, 
an efieem, whereby men bear an inward reverence to- 
ward their own perlons. And if the love of God, as a fii^ 
"fent from Heaven to be ever kept alive upon the altars of 
our hearts, be the firff principle of all godly and virtuous 
s£don8 in men, this pious and jufl: honouring of our- 
iclves is the fecond, and may be thought as the radical 
iDoifture and fountain-head, whence every laudable and 
worthy enterprife ifliies forth. And although I have 
g^TCD it the name of a liquid thin^ yet it is not incon* 
tinent to bound itfelf, as nmnid thm^s are, but hath in it 
a moft reftraining and powerful abftinence to fiart back, 
aad glob itfelf upward from the mixture of any ungene- 
icms and unbefeeming motion, or any foil wherewith it 
nay penl to flain itfdf. Something I confefs it is to be 
alluuned of evildoing in the prefence of any ; and to 
leverence the opinion and the countenance of a good 
maa rather than a bad, fearing moft in his fight to offend, 
goes fo far asalmoft to be virtuous; yet this is but ftill the 
ftsr of infamy, and man^ fuch, when thcpr 4nd them* 
iches alone, faving their reputation, wiU compound 
with other fcruples, and come to a clofe treaty with their 
dearer vices in fecret. But he that holds bimfelf in re- 
ference and due effeem, both for the digqity of God s 
imag^ upon him, and for the price of his redemption, 
whQi ht thinks is vifiUy piarked upon his forehead, 
accounts hinUelf both a fit perfon to do the noblefi; and 
godlieft deeds, and much better worth than to deject and 
<fefile, with fuch a debafement, and fuch a pollution as 
fi& is, himfelf fo highly ranfomed and ennobled to a new 
fiieodihip and filial relation with God. Nor can he fear 
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fo much the offence and reproach of others, as he dreads 
and would Uufh at the reflexion of his own fevcre 
and modeft eye upon himfelf, if it fhould fee him doing 
or imagining that which is linful, though in the deepeft 
fecrecy. How fhall a man know to do himfelf this right, 
how to perform his honourable duty of eftimation and re- 
fpe6l towards his own foul and body ? which way will lead 
him beft to this hilltop of fanftity and goodnefs, above 
which there is no higher afcent bat to the love of God, 
which from this felf-pious regard cannot be afunder ? No 
better way doubtlefs, than to let him duly underftand, 
that as he is called by the high calling of God, to be holy 
and pure, fo is he by the fame appointment ordained, 
and by the church's call, admitted to fuch offices of dif- 
cipline in the church, to which his own fpiritual gifts, by 
the example of apofrolic inftitution, have authorized him. 
For we have learned that the fcornful term of laic, the 
confecrating of temples, carpets, and tablecloths, the rail- 
ing in of a repugnant and contradi6live mount Sinai in 
the gofpel, as if the touch of a lay-chriftian, who is never- 
thelefs Grod's living temple, could prophane dead juda- 
ifms, the excluiion of Chrift's people from the offices oF 
holy difcipline through the pride of a ufurping clergy^ 
caufes the reft to have an unworthy and abjeA opinion, 
of themfelves,^ to approach to holy duties with a flaviftm. 
fear, and to unholy doings with a familiar boldnefs. Fo^r 
feeing fuch a wide and terrible diftance betv^reen religioiLs 
things and themfelves, and that in refpedl of a woodex^ 
table, and the perimeter of holy ground about it, a fla^^ 
gon pot, and a linen corporal, the prieft efteems thexr 
layfhips unhallowed and unclean, they fear religion wilili 
fuch a fear as loves not, and think the purity of the gofpel 
t03 pure for them, and that any uncleannefs is more fuit- 
able to their unconfecrated eftate* fiut when every gocxl 
chriftian, thoroughly acquainted with all tbofe glorious, 
privileges of fan<^fication and adoption, which render 
him more facred than any dedicated altar or elem^i^ 
Ihall be reflored to his right in the church, and not cr— 
eluded from fuch place of fpiritual government, as hi» 
chriftian abilities, and his approved good life in the 
and teftimony of the church ihall prefer him to^ this 
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nothing fooncr will open his eyes to a wife and true va- 
luation of himfelf, (which is fo requifite and high a point 
of chriftianity,) and will ftir him up to walk worthy the 
hcmourable and grave employment wherewith God and 
the church hath dignified him; not fearing left he 
ihould meet with fome outward holy thing in religion, 
which his lay-touch or prefence might profane ; but left 
fomething unholy from within his own heart ihould 
diihonour and profane in himfelf that prieftly unflion and 
dergy-right whereto Chrift hath entitled him. Then 
womd the congregation of the Lord foon recover the true 
likenefs and vifage of what fhe is indeed, a holy genera- 
don, a royal priefthood, a faintly communion, the houfe- 
hold and city of God. And this I hold to be another 
contidcrable reafon why the functions of church-govern- 
ment ought to be free and open to any chriftian man, 
though never fo laic^ if his capacity, his faith, and prudent 
demeanour, commend him. And this the apoftles warrant 
08 to do. But the prelates object, that this will bring 
prophanenefs into the church : to whom may be replied, 
that none have brought that in more than their own irre- 
ligious courfes, nor more driven holinefs out of living 
into lifelefs things. For whereas God, who hath cleanfed 
CTcry bcaft and creeping worm, would not fufFer St. Peter 
to call them common or unclean, the prelate bifhops, in 
their printed orders hi^ng up in churches, have pro- 
claimed the beft of creatures, mankind, lb un purified and 
ccmtagious, that for him to lay his hat or his garment 
Upon the chancel-tabl^ they have defined it no lefs hei- 
lions, in exprefs words, than to prophane the table of 
the Locd. And thus have they by their canaanitifli 
^lodbine, (for that which was to the Jew but jewifti, is 
t^ the Chriftian no better than canaanitifli,) thus have 
tliey made common and unclean, thus have they made 
prophane that nature, which God hath not only cleanf- 
^ but Chrift alfo hath afiumed. And now that the 
^uity and juft reafon is fo perfpicuous, why in eccle- 
liaftic cenfure the affiftance Ihould be added of fuch 
^iswhom not the vile odour of gain and fees, (forbid it 
Cod, and blow it with a whirlwind out of our land \) but 
charity, neighbourhood, and duty to church-government 
luithcilie4 together, where cotild a wife man wifti a more 
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equal, gratuitous, and meek examination of any ofienoe, 
that he might happen to commit againft chriftiatiity, 
than here ? Would he prefer thofe proud fimoniacal 
courts ? Thus therefore the minifter aflifted attends his 
heavenly and fpiritual cure : where we fhall fee him both 
in the courfe of his proceeding, and firft in the excellency 
of his end, from the magiilrate far different, and not more 
different than excelling. His end is to recover all that 
. is of man^ both foul and body to an everlafiing health: 
and yet as for worldly happinefsy which is the proper 
ibhere wherein the magifbrate cannot but confine, his mo* 
tion without a hideous exorbitancy from law^ fo little 
aims the minifier, as his intended fcope^ to procure the 
much profperity of this life^ that ofttimes he may have 
caufe to wifh much of it away, as a diet puffing up the 
foul with a flimy flefhinefs, and weakening her princi- 
pal oi^anic parts. Two beads of evil he -has to cope 
with^ ignorance and malice. Againft the former he pro* 
Tides the daily manna of incorruptible dodlrine, not at 
thofe fet meals only in public, but as oft as he ihall know 
that each infirmity or conftitution requires. Againft the 
latter with all the branches thereof, not meddling witl^ 
that reffaaining and ftyptic furgery, which the law ufes^ 
not indeed againft the malady, but againft the eruptions^ 
and outermoft effects thereof ; he on the contrary^ begia^ 
ning at the prime caufes and roots of the difeafe, fends i 
thofe two divine ingredients of moft cleanfing power t 
the foul^ admonition add reproof; befides wnich two 
there is no drug or antidote that can reach to purge tl^e 
mind^ and without which ail other experiments are h^Mt 
vain, unlefs by accident. And he that will not let thefe 
pafs into him, though he be the greateft king, as Plato 
affirms, muft be thought to remain impure within, and 
unknowing of thofe thmgs wherein his purenefs and bis 
knowledge ihould moft appear. As foon therefore as it majr 
bedifcemedthatthechriftian patient, by feeding otherwhere 
qn meats not allowablci but of evil juice, hath difor«» 
dered his diet, and fpread an ill humour through his veuis^ 
immediately difpofing to a fioknefs ; the mimfter, as be" 
ing much nearer both in eye and duty than the magif^^' 
trate, fpeeds him betimes to overtake that diffiifed iDaHg[ 
nance with fome gentle potion of admonifhment ; or 
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tught be obftruded, puts in his opening and difcuifive 
confedlions* This not fucceeding after once or twice, or 
oftener» in the prefence of two or three his faithful bre« 
thren appointed thereto, he advifes him to be more care*- 
iiiL of his deareft health, and what it is that he fo rafhly 
hath let down into the divine vefiel of his foul, God^s 
temple. If this obtain not, he then, with the connfel of 
more affifiants, who are informed of what diligence hath 
been already ufed, with more fpeedy remedies lays nearer 
&ge to the entrenched caufes of- his diflemper, not 
ifmD% fuch fervent and well aimed reproof as may befl 
give hun to fee the dangerous eflate wh^^in he is. To 
thiB alfo his brethren and friends intreat, exhort, adjure ; 
and all thefe endeavours, as there is hope left, are more or 
Idsitpeated. But if neither the riegard of himfelf, nor the 
leverence of his elders and friends prevail with him to 
leave his vicious appetite ; then as the time urges, fuch 
engines of terrour God hath given into the hand of his 
nunifter, as to fearch the tenderefl angles of the heart : 
one while he ihakes his ftubbomnefs with racking con^ 
Tidfions nigh defpair, otherwhiles with deadly oorrofives 
he gripes the very roots of his faulty liver to bring him 
to Uife through the entry of death. Hereto the whole 
church befeech hini, beg of him, deplore him, pray for 
him. After all this performed with what patience and 
attendance is poflible, and no relenting on his part, hav- 
ing done the utmoft of their cure, in the name of Grod 
*iid of the church they diflblve their fellowfhip with 
lum, and hdding forth the dreadful fponge of excommu- 
lUon, pronounce him wiped out of the lift of God's in* 
bcritance, apd in the cuftody of Satan till he repent. 
M^hich horrid fentence, though it touch neither life nor 
Hmb, nor any worldly poileilion, yet has it fuch a penc- 
^<^ing force, that fwifter than any chymical fulphur, or 
tlud lightning w.hich harms not the fkin, and rifles the 
Entrails, it fcorches the inmoft fouL Yet even this terri- 
ble denouncement is left to the church for no other caufe 
but to be as a rough and vehement cleanfing medicine» 
^hcrc the malady is obdurate, a mortifying to life, a kind* 
^f faving by undoing. And it may be truly faid, that at 
^ mercies of wicked men are cruelties, fo the cruelties 
of the church are mercies. For if repentance fent from 
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Heaven meet this loft wanderer, and draw him out c 
that ftejep journey wherein he was hafting towards dc 
ftrudlion, to come and reconcile to the church* if h 
bring with him his bill of health, and that he is now dea 
of infedlion, and of no danger to the other fheep ; the 
with incredible expreftions of joy all his brethren reoei^ 
him, and fet before him thofe perfumed banquets c 
chriftian confolation; with precious ointments bathin 
and fomenting the old, and now to be forgotten fhipKCi 
which terrour and fhame had inflidted ; and thus wit 
heavenly folaces they cheer up his humble remorf(^ ti 
he regain his firft health and felicity. This is the ap 
proved way, which the gofpd prefcribes, thefe are th 
'^ fpiritual weapons of hcAy cenfure, and minifterial wai 
fare, not carnal, but mighty through God to the pullin 
down of flxoDg holds, cafting down imaginations, an 
every high thing that exalteth itfelf againfltheknowlec^ 
of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to ll 
obedience of Chrift/* What could be done more fc 
the healjng and reclaiming that divine particle of God 
breathing, the foul, and what could be done lefs ? h 
that would hide his faults from fuch a wholefome curjn 
as this, and count it a twofold punifhment, as fome d< 
is like a man, that having foul difeafes about him, p< 
riihes for ihame, and the fear he has of a rigorous inc 
fion to come upon his flefh. We ihall be able by^ th 
time to difcem whether prelatical jurifdi6^i6n be contrai 
to the gofpel or no. Firft, therefore, the govemmiei 
of thegofpel being economical and paternal, that is, < 
fuch a family where there be no fervants, but all fons i 
obedience, not in fervility, as cannot be denied by hii 
that lives but within the found of fcripture ; how can tl 
prelates juftify to have turned the fatherly orders ^ 
Chrift's houfehold, the bleifed meeknefs of his lowly roc 
thofe ever-open and inviting doors of his (dwelling houl 
which delight to be frequented with only filial accefle 
how can they juftify to have turned thefe domeftic pi 
vileges into the bar of a proud judicial court, where: fc 
and clamours keep fhop and drive a trade, where briber 
and corruption folicits, paltering the free and moneylc 
power of difcipline with a carnal fatisfadlion by the purfis 
Contrition^ humiliation^ confeftion, the very fighs of 
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repentant fpirit, are there fold by the penny. That unde- 
flowered and unblcmiihable fimplicity of the gofpel, 
not ihe herfelf, for that could .never be, but a falfe- 
whited, a lawny refemblance of her, like that airborn 
Helena in the fables, made by the forcery of prelates, in- 
ftead of calling her difciples from the receipt of cuftom, 
is now turned publican herfelf; and gives up her body 
to a mercenary whoredom under thofe fomioated arches, 
which ihe calls God's houfe, and in the (ight of thofe her 
tkars, which ihe hath fet up to be adored, makes mer- 
chiQdife of the bodies and fouls of men. Rejedling Pur- 
grtoiT for no other reafon, as it feems, than becaufe her 
greedineis carmot defer, but had rather ufe the utmoft 
extortion of redeemed penances in this life. But becaufe 
thefe matters could not be thus carried without a begged 
and borrowed force from worldly authority, therefore 
prdaty, ilighting the deliberate and chofen council of 
Chrift in his fpirit ual government, whofe glory is in the 
vcaknefs of fleihly things, to tread upon the creft of the 
worid*s pride and violence by the power of fpiritual ordi- 
naoces, hath on the contrary made thefe her friends and 
champions, which are Chrift's enemies in this his high 
drf^, fmothering and extinguifliing the fpiritual force 
of his bodily weaknefs in the difcipline of his church with 
the boiiierous and carnal tyranny of an undue, unlawful, 
and ungofpel-like jurifdi<5tion. And thus prelaty, both 
in her fleihly fupportments, in her carnal dp<^rine of cere- 
nnmy and tradition, in her violent and fecular power, 
^bg Quite counter to the prime end of Chrill's coming 
^ the fieih, that is, to reveal his truth, his glory, and his 
ixiight, in a clean contrary manner than prelaty feeks to 
dOi thwarting and defeating the great myftery of Grod ; I 
^ not conclude that prelaty is antichrlftian, for what 
Jjced I ? The things themfelves conclude it. Yet if fuch 
*ike pra<5lices, and not many worfe than thefe of our pre- 
^es, in that great darkneis of the Roman church, have 
^ot exempted both her and her prefent members from 
^ing judged to be antichriftian in all orthodoxal efleem ; 
I Cannot think but that it is the abfolute voice of truth 
Jod all her children to pronounce this prelaty, and thefe 
^cr dark deeds in the midfl of this great light wherein 
^clive^ to be more antichriftian than antichrift himfelf. 
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defpite and tnifchief do ? I will tell ye, or at lead re- 
member ye, (for moft of ye know it already,) that they 
may want nothing to make them true merchants of Baby- 
lon, as hey have done to your fouls, they will fell your 
bodies, your wives, your children, your liberties, your 
parliameats, all thefe things ; and if there be aught elfe 
dearer than thefe, they will fell at an outcry in their pul- 
pits to the arbitrary and illegal difpofe of any one that may 
hereafter be called a king, whofe mind fhall ferve him to 
lifien to their bargain. And by their corrupt and fcrvile 
dodrines boring our ears to an everlafting flavery, as they 
have done hitherto, fo will they yet do their bed to repeal 
md erafe every line and claufc of both our great charters. 
Nor is this only what they will do, but what they hold 
a the main reafon and myftery of their advancement that 
they maft do ; be the prince never fo juft and equal to 
liis fiibjeiSls, ytt fuch are their malicious and depraved 
eyes» that they fo look on him, and fo underfland him, 
asifhb required no other gratitude or piece offervice 
fiom them than this. And indeed they ftand fo oppor- 
tunely for the difturbing or the deftroying of a ftate, 
being a knot of creatures, whofe dignities, means, and 
preferments have no foundation in the gofpel, as they 
themfelves acknowledge, but only in the prince's favour, 
«nd to continue fo long to them, as by pleafing him they 
^zM deferve : whence it muft needs be they Ihould bend 
^1 their intentions and fervices to no other ends but to 
his, that if it ihould happen that a tyrant (God turn fuch 
* (JDOuige from us to our enemies) ihould come to grafp 
^hc feeptre, here were his fpearmen and his lances, here 
Were his firelocks ready, he ihould need no other preto- 
*^an band nor peniionary than thefe, if they could once 
'With their perfidious preachments awe the people. For 
^though the prelates in time of popery were fometimes 
friendly enough to Magna Charta, it was becaufc they 
ftood upon their own bottom, without their main depen- 
dance on the royal nod : but now being well acquainted 
that the proteilant religion, if ihe will reform herfelf 
rightlv by the fcripturcs, muft undrefs them of all their 
guided vanities, and reduce them as they WiCre at firft, to 
the lowlv and eqiul order of preibytcrs, they know it 
Vol. L L concerns 
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concerns them nearly to fludy the times more than th 

text, and to lift up their eyes to the hills of the cour 

from whence only comes their help ;. but if their prid 

grow weary of this crouching and obfervance, as ci 

long it would, and that yet their minds climb (lili to 

higher afcent of worldly honour, this only refuge can re 

main to them, that they muft of neceflity contrive to brin 

thcmfelves and us back again to the pope's fupremacy 

and this we fee they had by fair degrees of late been dc 

ing. Thefc be the two fair fupporters between whic 

the ftrength of prelaty is bonie up, either of inducin 

tyranny, or of reducing popery. Hence alfo we raa 

judge that prelaty is mere falfehood. For the proper! 

of truth is, where fhe is publicly taught to unyoke an 

fet free the .minds and fpirits of a nation firft from tfa 

thraldom of fin and fuperfiition, after which all hone 

and legal freedom of civil life cannot be long abfent ; bi 

prelaty, whom the tyrant cuflom begot, a natural tyrant i 

religion, and in fiatc the agent and minifter of tyrannj 

feeras to have had this fatal gift in her nativity, like anc 

ther Midas, that whatfoever Ihe Ihould touch or cone 

near either in eccleiial or political government, it fhoa 

turn, not to gold, though fhe for her part could wifh 

but to the drofs and fcum of flavcry, breeding and fetdii 

both in the bodies and the fouls of all fuch as do n 

in time, with the fovercign treacle of found doitrin 

provide to fortify their hearts againft her hierarcb; 

The fervice of God who is truth, her liturgy confeili 

to be pcrfedl freedom j but her works and her opinion 

declare, that the fervice of Prelaty is perfect flavery, a» 

by confequence perfe6l falfehood. Which makes m 

wonder much that many of the gentry, fludious men fl 

I hear, fhould engage thcmfelves to write, and fpcal 

publicly in her defence ; but that I believe their honci 

and ingenuous natures coming to the univeriitics to Aor 

thcmfelves with good and folid learning, and there un 

fortunately fed with nothing clfe but the fcragged an 

thorny letSlures of monkilh and miferable fophilhy, wci 

fent home again with fuch a fcholaflical bur in the 

throatSi as liath flopped and hindered all true and geiM 

rous philofpphy from entering, cracked their voices fi 

cv 
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ever with metaphyfical gargarifms, and hath made them 
admire a ibrt of formal outlide men prclatically addifted, 
whofe unchaflened and unwronght minds were never yet 
initiated or fubdued under the true lore of religion or mo- 
ral virtue, which two are the bell and grcateft points of 
learning ; but either flightly trained up in a kind of hypo- 
critical and hackney courl'e of literature to get their living 
by, and darzle the ignorant, or elfe fondly overlludied in 
i&lefs controverfies, except thofe which they ufc with all 
the fpecious and delufive fubtlety they are able, to defend 
their prelatical Sparta ; having a gofpel and church- go- 
^vemment fet before their eyes, as a fair field wherein 
they might exercife the greatell virtues and the greateft 
deeds of chrifiian authority, in mean fortunes and little 
fiimiture of this world ; (which even the fage heathen 
writers, and thofe old Fabritii and Curii well knew to 
be a manner of working, than which nothing could liken 
a mortal man more to God, who delights moil to work 
from within himfelf, and not by the heavy luggage of 
corporeal inftruments ;) they underfland it not, and think 
DO fuch matter, but admire and dote upon worldly riches 
and honours, with an eafy and intemperate life, to the 
bane of chriftianity : yea, they and their feminaries fhame 
not to profefs, to petition, and never leave pealing our 
cars, that unlefs we fat them like boars, and cram them as 
they lift with wealth, with deaneries and pluralities, with 
baronies and flately preferments, all learning and religion 
will go under foot. Which is fuch a Ihamelefs, fuch a 
beftial plea, and of that odious impudence in churchmen, 
who ihould be to us a pattern of temperance and frugal 
njediocrity, who Ihould teach us to contemn this worl^, 
and the gaudy things thereof, according to the promifc 
which they themfelves require from us in baptifm, that 
ftould the fcripture fland by and be mute, there is not 
that feci of philofophers among the heathen fo difTolute, 
no not Epicurus, nor Ariftippus with all his Cyrenaic rout, 
but would fhut his fchool-dooi s againil fuch greafy fo- 
phifters; not any college of mountebanks, but would 
think fcom to difcover in themlelves with fuch a brazen 
forehead the outrageous delire of filthy lucre. Which 
the prelates make lb little confcienpe of, that they are 
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ready to fight, and, if it lay in their power, to mailaa 
all good chriftians under the names of horrible fchifnu 
tics, for only finding fault with their temporal dignitae 
tlieir unconfcionable. wealth and revenues, their cm 
authority over their brethren that labour in the wot 
while they fnore in their luxurious exoefs : openly pn 
claiming themfelves now in the light of all men, to 1 
thofc which for a while they fought to cover under fheep 
clothing, ravenous and favage wolves, threatening inroai 
and bloody incurfions upon the flock of Chrifl, whic 
they took upon them to feed, but now claim to devoi 
as their prey. More like that huge dragon of Egyp 
breathing out waile and defolation to the land, uniefs 1 
were daily fattened with virgin's blood. Him our o 
patron St. George by his matchlefs valour flew, as tl 
prelate of the garter that reads his collec5l can tell. Ar 
if our princes and knights wnll imitate the fame of«th 
old champion, as by their order of knighthood foleran 
taken they vow, ftir be it tliat they fliould uphold ai 
ildc with this englifli dragon ; but rather to do as indei 
their oath binds them, they fliould make it their knight 
adventure to purine and vanquilh this mighty fail-wingi 
monller, that menaces to fwallow np the land, unlefii fa 
buttomlefs gorge may be fatisfied with the blood of t] 
king's daughter the church ; and may, as fhe was woi 
iill her dark and infamous den with the bones of tl 
laints. Nor will any one have reafon to think this \ 
too incredible or too tragical to be fpoken of prelaty, 
he conlidcr well from what a mafs of flime and mud tl 
flothtui* the covetous and ambitious hopes of church-pn 
motions and tat bilhoprics, Ihe is bred up and nuzzle 
in, like a ga*at P\"thon, from her youth, to prove the ge 
ncral poiion both of doc'trine and good difcipline inth 
land. For certainly ibch hopes and fuch principles ( 
earth as ihefe wherein ftxc welters from a young one, ai 
the immediate generation both of a flavith and tyrsmnoc 
lite to tbllow, and a pcltiferous contagion to the who! 
kingdom, till like that fen-bom ferpent flie be flu 
to death with the darts of the fun, the pure and powerit 
Kiims of God*s word. And this may lerve to defcril 
to us in part, what prelaty hath be^u, and wliat^ iffl 
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fiand) ihe is like to be towards the whole body of people 
in England. Now that it may appear how fhe is not 
fuch a kind of evil, as hath any good or ufe in it, which 
many evils have, but a diftilled quinteflence, a pure elixir 
of roifchicf, peftilent alike to all ; I Ihall (how briefly, 
crc I conclude, that the prelates, as they are to the fub- 
jc6ls a calamity, fo are they the greateft underminers and 
betrayers of the monarch, to whom they feem to be moft 
fiivourable. I cannot better liken the flate and perfon of 
a king than to that mighty Nazarite Sarnfon ; who be- 
ing difciplined from his birth in the precepts and the 
pndice of temperance and fobriety, without the ftrong 
drink of injurious and exceffive delires, grows up to a 
noble flrength and perfedlion with thofe his illuftrious 
and funny locks, the laws, waving and curling about his 
godlike fhoulders. And while he keeps them about him 
uodiauniihed and unihorn, he may with the jawbone of 
•n afs^ that is, with the word of his meaneft officer, fup- 
prelii and put to confuiion thoufands of thofe tliat rife 
againii his juft power. But laying down his head among 
the ftrumpet flatteries of prelates, while he fleeps and 
tSinks no harm, they wickedly (having off all thofe 
bright and weighty trefles of his laws, and juft preroga- 
tives, which were his ornament and ftrength, deliver him 
over to indire<ft and violent counfels, which, as thofe Phi- 
liftines, put out the fair and far-iighted eyes of his natural 
difceming, and make him grind in the prifoiihoufe of 
their iiniiler ends and pradlices upon him : till he, 
knowing this prelatical rafor to. have bereft him of his 
wonted might, nourilh again his puiflant hair, the golden 
beams of law and right: and they Hcrnly fhook, thun- 
der with ruin upon the heads^of thole his evil counfel- 
lore, but not without great afflidtion to himfelf. This is 
the fum of their loyal fervice to kings ; yet thefc arc the 
nienthat ftill cry. The king, the king, the Lord's anointed. 
We grant it, and wonder how they came to light upon 
any tbing fo true ; and wonder more, if kings be the 
Lord's anointed, how they dare thus oil over and belmcar 
fo holy an undlion with the corrupt and puirid oint- 
ment of their bafe flatteries ; which, while they fmooth 
the fkin, llrike inward and envenom the lifcblood. 
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What fidelity kings can expedl from prelates, both e3 
pies pa ft, and our prefent experience of their doing 
this day, whereon is grounded all that hath been faid, 
fuffice to inform us. And if they be fuch clippers d 
gal power, and (havers of the laws, how they lland a£ 
ed to the lawgiving parliament, yourfelves, worthy \ 
and commons, can beft teftify ; the current of whofe 
rious and immortal adlions nath been only oppofe( 
the obfcure and pernicious defigns of the prelates, i 
their infolence broke out to fuch a bold affront, as 
juftly immured their haughty looks within flrong w 
Nor have they done any thing of late with more diligc 
than to hinder or break the happy affembling of pa 
ments, however needful to repair the fhattered and 
jointed frame of the commonwealth ; or if they canno 
this, to crofs, to difcnable, and traduce all partiamer 
proceedings. And this, if nothing elfe, plainly aa 
them to be no lawful members of the houfe, if they 
perpetually mutiny againft their own body. And the 
they pretend, like Solomon's harlot, that they have r 
thereto, by the fame judgment that Solomon gave, it > 
not belong to them, whenas it is not only their aflent, 
their endeavour coptinually to divide parliaments in tw 
^nd not only by dividing, but by all other means to \ 
lifti and deftroy the free ufe of them to all pofte 
For the which, and for all their former mifdeeds, whc 
this book and many volumes more cannot contain 
moiety, I (hall move ye, lords, in the behalf I dare la 
many thoufand good chriftians, to let your juftice 
fpcedy fentencc pafs againft this great malcfadlor pre 
And yet in the midft of rigour I would befcech j 
think of mercy ; and fuch a mercy, (I fear I fhall o 
^oot with a defire to favc this falling prelaty,) fuc 
mercy (if I may venture to fay it) as may exceed 
which for oply ten righteous perfons would have fi 
Sodom, Npt that 1 dare advife ye to contend ^ 
God, whether he or you fhall be more merciful, 
in your >vifc efteems to balance thp offences qf tl 
peccant cities with thefe enormous riots of ung« 
mifrule, that prelaty hath wrought both in the chi 
pf Cbrift, and jn |he ftate pf thjs Jungdona, * . 
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if ye think ye may with a pious prefumption ftrive 
to go beyond God in mercy, I fhall not be one now that 
would diiToade ye. Though God for lefs than ten juft 
perfons would not fpare Sodom, yet if you can find, after 
due fearch, but only one good thing in prelaty, either to 
religion or civil go vernment, to king or parliament, to 
prince or people, to law, liberty, wealth, or learning, fpare 
her, let her live, let her fpread among ye, till with her 
fhadow all your dignities and honours, and all the glory 
of the land be darkened and obfcured. But on the con- 
trary, if fhe be found to be malignant, hoftile, deftruiSliye 
to sul thefe, as nothing can be furer, then let your feverc 
and impartial doom imitate the divine vengeance; rain 
down your puniihing forcp upon this godlefs and oppreflP- 
ing government, and bring fuch a dead fea of fubverfion 
upon her, that ihe may never in this land rife more to 
Bffiv^ the holy reformed church, and the elc6l people of 
Qod* 
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THE' PREFACE. 

Although it be a certain truth, that they who unde=^ 
take a religious caufe need not care to be men-pleafe 
yet becaufe the fatisfaftion of tender and mild confcieni 
is far different from that which is called men-pleafiiig ; 
fatisfy fuch, I fhall addrefs myfelf in few words to give i 
tice beforehand of fomething in this book, which to fo 
men perhaps may feem ofFenfive, that when I have n 
dered a lawful reafon of what is done, I may truft to h 
faved the labour of defending or excuiing hereafter, 
all know that in private or perfonal injuries, yea in 
lie fufFerings for the caufe of Chrift, his rule and c 
pie teaches us to be fo far from a readinefs to fpeak c^i 
as not to anfwer the reviler in his language, thoui^ 
never fo much provoked : yet in the dete6ting, and cofl- 
vincing of any notorious enemy to truth and hiscoimtiji 
peace, efpccially that is conceited to have a voluble and 
fmart fluence of tongue, and in the vain confidence of. 
that, and out of a more tenacious cling to worldly refpedaj, 
(lands up for all the refl: to juftify a long ufurpation and 
conviAed pfeudepifcopy of prelates, with all their ceremb* 
nies, liturgies, and tyrannies, which God and manarexxm 
ready to explode and hifs out of the land ; I fuppofc, and 

more 
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more than fuppofc, it will be nothing difagreeing from 
chriftian meeknefs, to handle fuch a one in a rougher 
accent, and to fend home his haughtinefs well befpuirted 
with his own holy^water. Nor to do thus are we unau«* 
toritied either from the moral precept of Solomon^ to 
anfwer him thereafter that prides him in his folly; nor 
from the example of Chrifl, and all his followers in all 
ages, who, in the refuting of thofe that refifled found 
dodrine, and by fubtile diflimulations corrupted the 
minds of men, have wrought up their zealous fouls into 
fuch vehemencies, as nothing could be mote killingly 
fpoken : for who can be a gfeater enemy to mankind, who 
a more dangerous deceiver, than he who, defending a tra- 
ditional corruption, ufes no common arts, but with a 
wily ibratagem of yielding to the time a greater paft 6f 
liiscaufe, feeming to forego all that man's invention hath 
done therein, and driven from much of his hold in fcrip- 
lure; yet leaving it hanging by a twined thread, n6t 
from divine command, but from apoftolical prudence or 
aflent ; as if he had the furety of fome rolling trench, 
creeps up by this mean to his relinquilhed fortrefs of 
divine authority again, and ftill hovering between thie 
confines of that which he dares not be openly, and that 
which he will not be iincerely, trains on the eafy chrif- 
tian infenfibly within the clofe ambulhment of word er- 
nmrs, and with a fly fhuffle of counterfeit principles, 
chopping and changing till he have gleane4 all the good 
ones out of their minds, leaves them at laft, after a flight 
i^femblance of fweeping and gamifliing, under the feven- 
firfd poflefiion of a defperate ftupidity ? And therefore 
they that love the fouls of men, which is the deareft love, 
atid flirs up the nobleft jealoufy, when they meet with 
foch coUuflon, cannot be blamed though they be tranf- 
ported with the zeal of truth to a well heated fervency ; 
Specially, feeing they which thus . offend againfl: the 
fouls of their brethren, do it with delight to their great 
gain, eafc, and advancement in this world ; but they that 
icck to dilcover and oppote their falfe trade of deceiving, 
do it not without a fad and unwilling anger, not without 
many hazards i but without all private and perfonal 

fpleen. 
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fpleen, and without any thought of earthly reward, when- 
as this very courfe they take Hops their hopes of afcend* 
ing above a lowly and unenviable pitch in this life. And 
although in the ferious uncafing of a grand iropofture 
(for to deal plainly with you r^ers^ prelatj is no bet- 
ter) there be mixed here and there fuch a grim laughter, 
as may appear at the lame time in an aufiere vifage^ 
it cannot be taxed of levity or infolence : for even this 
vein of laughing (as I could produce out of grave au- 
thors) iiath ofttimes a ilrong and linewy force in teach- 
ing and confuting ; nor can there be a more proper obje<A 
of indignation and fcom together, than a falfe prophet 
taken in the greateft, deareft, and moil dangerous cheat, 
the cheat of fouls : in the difclofing whereof, if it be 
harmful to be angry, and withal to caft a lowering fmile, 
when the properefl objedt, calls for both, it will be long 
enough ere any be able to fay, why thofe two moil 
rational faculties of human intelled):, anger and laughter, 
were firil feated in the breafl: of man. Thus much, rea« 
ders, in favour of the fofter fpirited chriilian, for other 
exceptioners there was no thought taken. Only if it bo 
aiked, why this clofe and fuccindl manner of coping 
with the adverfary was rather chofen, this was the reafon 
chiefly, that the ingenuous reader, without further amuf- 
ing himfelf in the labyri^th of controverfal antiquity, 
may come to the fpeedieft way to fee the truth vindicated, 
and fophiflry taken ihort at the f}ril falfe bound. . Next;, 
that the Remonfirant himfelf, as ofl ^ he pleafes to be 
frolic, and brave it with others, may ^d no gain of 
money, and may learn not to i^fqlt ii^ fp bad a c^ufe, 
But now he begins. 

SECT. I. 

Remonilrant. My finglc remonflrance is encountered 
with a plural adverfary. 

Anfvver. Did not your fingle remonftrance bring along 
with it a hot fcent of your more than lingular aife(9ion 
to fpiritual pluralities, your finglcnels would be lefs fuf- 
pecled with all good cw'iftians th^n it is, 

Hemox]^, 
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Remonft. Their names^ perfons, qualities^ number^ 
I care not to know. 

Anlw. Their names are known to the all-knowing 
Power above ; and in the mean while, doubtlefs, they 
reck not whether you or your nomenclator know them 
or not. 

Remonft. But could they fay my name is Le^on^ for 
we are many? 

Anfw. Wherefore fhould ye begin with the deviPf 
name^ defcanting upon the number of your opponents } 
Wherefore that conceit of Legion with a by-wipe ? Was 
it becaufe you would have men take notice how you 
efieem them, whom through all your book fo bounti*- 
fully you call your brethren ? We had not thought thiit 
JL^ion could have fumiihcd the Remonftrant with fo 
many brethren. 

Remonft. My caufe, ye gods, would bid me meet 
them undifmayed, &c. 

Anfw. Ere a foot further we muft be content to hear 
a preambling boaft of your valour, what a St. Dunftan 
yon are to encounter Legions, either infernal or huihan, 

Remonft. My caufe, ye gods. 

Anfw. What gods ? Unlefs your belly, or the god 
of this world be he ? Show us any one point of your 
remonftrance that does not more concern fuperiority, 
pride, cafe, and the belly, than the truth and glory of 
God, or the falvation of fouls. ^ 

Rononft. My caufe, ye gods> would* bid me meet 
them undifmaycd, and to fay with holy Davids *^ though 
a hoft, &c.'' 

Anfw. Do not think to perfuade us of your undaunted 
courage, by mifapplying to yourfelf the words of holy 
David ; we know you fear, and are in an agony at this 
prcfent, left you ftiould lofe that fuperfluity of riches and 
lionour, \vhich your party ufurp. And whofoever covets, 
And fo earneftly labours to keep fuch an incumbering 
furcharge of earthly things, cannot but have an earth- 
quake ftill in his bones. You are not armed, Remonftrant, 
nor any of your band ; you are not dieted, nor your loins 
girt for fpiritual valoqr, ^nd chriftiein warfare^ the lug* 

gago 
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gage is too great that follows your camp ; your hearts 
are there, you march heavily : how fhall we think you 
have not carnal fear> while we fee you fo fubjedl to carnal 
defires ? 

Remonft. I do gladly fly to the bar. 

Anfw. To the bar with him then. Gladly you fay. 
We believe you as gladly as your whole fadlion wifh^ 
and longed for the affembling of this parliament, as 
gladly as your beneficiaries the priefts came up to an- 
fwer the complaints and outcries of all the fhires. 

Remonft. The Areopagi ! who were thofe ? Truly, 
my maflers, I had thought this had been the name of 
the place, not of the men. 

Anfw. A foar-eagle would not fh>op at a fly ; but furc 
fome pedagogue flood at your elbow, and made it itch 
•with this parlous criticifm ; they urged you with a decree 
of the fageand fevere judges of Athens, and you cite them 
to appear for certain paragogical contempts, before a ca- 
pacious pedanty of hot-livered grammarians. Miflake not 
the matter, courteous Remonftrant, they were not malt- 
ing LatiVi : if in dealing with an outlandifh name^ thqf 
thought it beft not to fcrew the Englifh mouth to a harfn 
foreign termination, fo they kept the radical word, they 
did no more than the elcgantefl authors among the 
Greeks, Romans, and at this day the Italians, in fcorn of 
fuch a fervility ufe to do. Remember how they mangle 
our Brit ifh names abroad-; what trefpafs were it, if wc 
in requital fhould as much negledl theirs ? And our 
learned Chaucer did not flick to do fo, writing Semjrnt* 
mis for Semiramis, Amphiorax for Amphiaraus, K. Scjes 
for K. Ceyx the hufband of Alcyone, with many other 
names ftrangely metamorphofed from the true orthogra* 
phy, if he had made any account of that in thefe kind of \ 
words. 

Remonft. Left the world fhould think the prefs had 
of late fofgot to fpeak any language other than libellooSi , 
this honcil paper hath broken through the throng. 

Anfw. Mince the matter while you will, it fhowed but 
green pradlice in the laws of difcrcet rhetoric to blurt 
upon the ears of a judicious parliament with fuch a pre* 

lumptuoua 



RemonJirfint*s Defence ^ &e. 1S7 

fumptuous and overweening proem: but you do well 
to be the fewer of your own mefs. 

Remonil. That which you mifcall the preface, was a 
too jufi complaint of the fhameful number of libels. 

Anfw. How lone is it that you and the prelatical troop 
have been in fuch difbdUe with libels ? Afk your Lyfima- 
chus Nicanor what defaming invedtives have lately flown 
abroad againft the fubje6ls of Scotlaad, and our poor 
expulfed brethren of New England, the prelates rather 
applauding than ihowing any diilike : and this hath been 
ever fo, infomuch that iir Francis Bacon in one of his 
difcouifes complains of the bilhops uneven hand over 
ihefe pamphlets, confining thofe againft biihops to dark* 
nefs, but licenfing thofe againft puritans to be uttered 
openly, though with the greater mifchief of leading into 
contempt the exercife of; religion in the perlbns of fun- 
dry preachers, and difgracing the higher matter in the 
meaner perfon. 

Remonft. A point no lefs eilential to that propofed 
remonftrance. 

Anfw. We know where the fhoe wrings you, you 

ftet and are galled at the quick ; and O what a death it 

is to the prelates to be thus unvifarded, thus uncafed, to 

have the periwigs plucked off that cover your baldnefs, 

your iniide nakednefs thrown open to public view I 

The Romans had a time once every year, when their 

flaves might freely fpeak their minds ; it were hard if the 

fiteborn people of England, with whom the voice of 

troth for thefe m^ny years, even againft the proverb, hath 

not been heard but in corners, after all your monkifti 

prohibitions, and expurgatorious indexes, your gags and 

Cbaffles, your proud Imprimaturs not to be obtained 

without the fhallow furview, but not fhallow hand of 

fomc merccnarj', narrow-fouled, and illiterate chaplain ; 

when liberty of fpcaking, than which nothing is more 

fweet to man, was girded and ftrait-laced almoft to a 

broken-winded pbihific, if now at a good time, our time 

of parliament, the very jubilee and refurredtion of the 

ftate, if now the concealed, the aggrieved, and long perfe-r 

eutcd truth, could not be fufFered to fpeak ; and though 

ihe burft out with fome efficacy of words, could not be 

excufcd 
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excufed after fuch an injurious (Irangle of (ilence^ nor 
avoid the cenfure of libelling, it were hard, it were fome« 
thing pinching in a kingdom of free fpirits. Some prin- 
ces, and great (hitifts, have thought it a prime piece of 
neceflary policy, to thruft themfelves under difguife into 
a popular throng, to ftand the night Jong under eaves of 
houfes, and low windows, that they might hear every 
where the utterances of private breads, and amongft 
them find out the precious gem of truth, as amongft the 
numberlefs pebbles of the fhore ; whereby they might 
be the abler to difcover, and avoid, that deceitful and 
dofe-couched evil of flattery that ever attends them, and 
znifleads them, and might fkilfully know how to apply 
the fcveral redrefles to each malady of ftate, without trufl- 
ing the difloyal inforaiation of paraiites and fycophants : 
whereas now this permiifion of free writing, were there 
no good elfe in it, yet at fome times thus liceufed, is fuch 
an unripping, fuch an anatomy of the (hyeft and tendereil 
particular truths, as makes not only the whole nation in 
many points the wifer, but alfo prefents and carries home 
to princes, men moft remote from vulgar concourfe, fuch 
a full infight of every luiking evil, or reftrained good 
among the commons, as that they ihall not need here* 
after, in old cloaks and falfc beards, to ftand to the cour- 
tefyof a night-walking cudgcUcrfor eaves-dropping, nor 
to accept quietly as a perfume, the overhead emptying 
of fome fait lotion. Who could be angry, therefore, 
but thofe that are guilty, with thefe frecfpoken and 
plain-hearted men that are the eyes of their country, 
and the profpeftive-glaflcs of their prince ? But thefc 
are the nettlers, thelc arc the blabbing books that teU, 
though not half your fellows feats. You love toothlefe 
fatires; let me inform you, a toothlefs fatire is as improper 
as a toothed fleek-ftone, and as buUifh. 

Remonft. I bcfecch you, brethren, fpend your logic 
upon your own works. 

Anfw. The peremptory analylis that you call it, I be- 
lieve will be fo hardy as once more to unpin your fpiucc 
faftidious oratory, to rumple her hices, her frizzles,, and 
her bobbins, tliough ihc wince and fling never fo pc©- 

vilhly. 
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. Remonft. Thofe verbal exceptions are but light froth, 
luad will fink alone. 

Anfw. O rare fubtlety, beyond all that Cardan ever 
dreamed of! when, I befeech you, will light things 
fink ? when will light froth link alone ? Here in your 
phcafe, the fame day that heavy plummets will fwim 
alone. Truft this man, readers, if you pleafe, whofe 
divinity would reconcile England with Rome, and his 
philofophy make friends nature with the chaos, line 
pondere habentia pondus. 

Remonli. That fcum may be worth taking off which 
follows. 

Anfw. Spare your ladle, fir, it will be as the bifhop's 
foot in the broth ; the fcum will be found upon your own 
lemonftrance. 

Remonft. I Ihall defire all indifferent eyes to judge, 
whether thefe men do not endeavour to caft imjuft envy 
upon me. 

Anfw. Agreed. 

Remonft. I had faid that the civil polity, as in gene- 
ral notion, hath fometimes varied, and that the civil came 
from arbitrary impofers' ; thefe gracious interpreters would 
needs draw my words to the prefent and particular go* 
temment of our monarchy. 

Anfw. And defervedly have tliey done fo ; take up 
your logic elfe and fee : civil polity, fay you, hath fome- 
times varied, and came from arbitrary impofers ; what . 
propofition is this? Bifhop Downam in his dialedbics 
will tell you it is a general axiom, though the univerfal 
particle be not exprefled, and you yourfelf in your defence 
fo explain in tliefe words as in general notion. Hence 
18 juftly inferred, he that fays civil polity is arbitrary, fa)r8 
that the civil polity of England is arbitrar)\ The infe- 
rence is undeniable, a thefi ad hypothefin, or from the 
general to the particular, an evincing argument in 
•ogic 

Remonft. Brethren, whiles ye defire to feem godly, 
kam to be lefs malicious. 

Anfw. Rcmonftrant, till you have better learnt your 
Principles of logic, take not upon you to be a dodlor 
to others. 
Kemonft. God blcfs all good men from fuch charity* 

Anfw. 
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Anfw. I never found that logical maxims were uncha- 
ritable before ; yet fhould a juiy of logicians pais upon 
you, you would never be faved by the book. 

Remonft. And our facred monarchy from fuch friends. 

Anfw. Add, as the prelates. 

Rempnft. If epifcopacy have yoked monarchy, it is 
the infoience of the perfons, not the fault of the calling. 

Anfw. It was the fault of the perfons^ and of no cal* 
ling : we do not count prelaty a calling. 

Remonft. The leftimony of a pope (whom thcfc men 
honour highly). 

Anfw. That flanderous infertipn was doubtlefs a pang 
of your incredible charity, the want whereof you lay fo 
often to their charge ; a kind token of your ravour lap- 
ped up in a parenthefis, a piece of the clergy benevolence 
laid by to maintain the epifcopal broil, whether the 1000 
horfe or no, time will difcover : for certainly had thofe 
cavaliers come on to play their parts, fuch a ticket as this 
of highly honouring the pope, from the hand of a prelate, 
might have been of fpecial ule and fafety to them diat 
had cared for fuch a ranfom. 

Remonft. And what fays Antichrift ? 

Anfw. A(k your brethren the prelates, that .hold intel- 
ligence with him, alk not us. But is the pope antichrift 
now ? Good news ! take heed yon be not ftient for this ; 
for it is verily thought, that had this bill been put in 
againft him in your laft convocation, he would havt 
been cleared by moft voices. 

Remonft. Any thing ferves againft epifcopacy. 

Anfw. Sec the frowardncfs oi this man, he would pov 
fuade us, ihat the fucccffion and divine right of biihop* 
dom hath been unqueftionable through all ages; yrt 
when they bring againft him kings, they were irreligious) 
popes, they are antichrift. By what era of computa* 
tion, through what fairy land, would the man dedaop 
this perpetual bcadroll of uncontradidled epifcopacy? 
The pope may as well boaft his ungainfaid authority .10 
them that will believe, that all his contradidlers wertf 
either irreligious or heretical. 

Remonft. If the bilhops, faith the pope, be dedartl 
to ht of divine right, they would be exempted from i** 
gal power ; and if there might be this danger in thofe 

kingdoim 



Remtm/hrMfs Defence y &c. 1 6 1 

igdoms, why is this cnvionfly upbraided to thofc of 
rs ? who do gladly profel's, &c. 

Anfvv. Becanfe your diflcvered principles were but 
c the mangled pieces of a gaftied ferpent, that now 
gun to clofe, and grow together popifti again. What- 
jTcr you now gladly profel's out of fear, we know what 
ur drifts were when you thought yourfelvcs fecure. 
Rcmonft. It is a foul flander to charge the name of 
ifcopacy with a fa6lion, for the fedt imputed to fome 
V. 

Anfw. The more foul your faftion that hath brought 
larmlefs namt; into obloquy, and the faft may juftly be 

rated to all of ye that ought to have withftood it, and 
not. 
Remonft. Pie brethren ! are ye the prelbyters of the 
nrch of England, and dare challenge cpifcopacy of 
lion ? 

Anfw. Yes, as oft as epifcopacy dares be factious. 
Remonft. Had you fpoken fuch a Word in the time of 
ly Cyprian, what had become of you ? 
Anfw. They had neither been haled into your Gc- 
rma at Lambeth, nor (Irapadoed with an oath ex officio 
your bowmen of the arches : and as for Cyprian*S 
le the caufe was far unlike, he indeed fuccccded into 
epifcopacy that began then to prelatize ; but his pcr- 
lal excellence like an antidote overcame the malig- 
!y of that breeding corruption, which was then a difeafi; 
It lay hid for a while under fhowtjf a full and 
althy conftitntion, as thofe hydropic humours not dif- 
rnible at firft from a fair and juicy flefhinefs of body, 
that unwonted ruddy colour, which fcems graceful to 
iicck otherwife pale ; and yet arifes from evil caufes, 
her of fome inward obftrudtion or inflammation, and 
ight deceive the firft phyficians till they had learned 
t fequel, which Cyprian's days did not bring forth ; 
d the prelatifm of epifcopacy, which began then to 
irgeon and fpread, had as yet, efpecialiy in famous men, 
lair, though a falfe imitation of flouriihing. 
RenK)nft. Neither is the WTong left to make applica- 
n of that which was moft jpftly charged upon the 
Vol.. I. M praAioea 
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pradices and combinations of libelling feparatifts, whons 
I defervedly cenfuredj &c. 

Anfw. To conclude this fe^on^ our Remonftrant we 
fee is refolved to make good that which was formerly 
faid of his book^ that it was neither humble nor a remon« 
firance^ and this his defence is of the fame complexion. 
When he is conftrained to mention the notorious vio- 
lence of his clergy attempted on the church of Scotland, 
he ilightly terms it a (z& imputed to fome few ; but when 
he fpeaks of that which the parliament vouchlafes to 
name the city petition, '^ whicn I/* faith he, (as if the 
flate had made him public cenfor) <^ defervedly cenfur- 
ed/' And how ? As before for a tumultuary and under- 
hand way of procured fubfcriptions, fo now in his 
defence more bitterly, as the practices and combinations 
of libelling feparatifts, and the mifzealous advocates 
thereof, juftly to be branded for incendiaries. Whether 
this be for the honour of our chief city to be noted 
with fuch an infamy for a petition, which not without 
fome of the magiftrates, and great numbers of fober and 
conliderable men, was orderly and meekly prefented, al* 
though our great clerks think that thefe men, becaofe 
they have a trade, (as Chrift himfelf and St Paul had) 
€:annot therefore attain to fome good meafure of know- 
ledge, and to a reafon of their adtions, as well as tfaqr 
that {pend their youth in loitering, bczzling, and harlot* 
ting, their fhidies in unprofitable queftions and barbaroui 
fophifiry, their middle age in ambition and idleoefi» 
their ola age in avarice, dotage, and difeafes. And whe- 
tiier this refledt not with a contumely upon the parliament 
iifelf, which thought this petition worthy, not onlv of 
receiving, but of voting to a commitment, after it nad 
been advocated, and moved for by fome honourable and 
learned gentlemen of the houfe, to be called a combioir 
tion of libelling feparatifts, and the advocates thereof to 
be branded for incendiaries ; whether this appeacb not 
the judgment and approbation of the parliament I leiW 
to equal arbiters* 
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SECT.. II. 



Kemonft. After the overflowing of your gall, you de- 
[bend to liturgy and epifcopacy. 

Anfw. The overflow being paft» you cannot now in 
pour own judgment impute any bitternefs to their foUow- 
mgdifcourfes. 

ncmonft. Dr. Hall^ whom you name I dare fay for 
hoiiour*8 lake. 

Anfw* You are a merry man, flr, and dare fay much* 

Bemonft. And why ihould not I fpeak of martyrs^ as 
Hb^ authors and ufers of this holy litui^ ? 

Anfw. As the authors I the tranfutors, you might 
perhaps have faid : for Edward the iixth, as Hayward 
Mth written in his ftory, will tell you upon the word 
4d% king, that the order of the fervice, and the ufe there* 
fif iothe Eogliih tongue^ is no other than the old fervice 
wasi and the fame words in Englifli which were in Latin^ 
eioept a few things omitted, fo fond^ that it had been a 
flume to have heard them in Englifh; thefe are his 
words : whereby we are left uncertain who the authoc 
«ai» but certain that part of the work was efteemed fo 
ibTuid by the tranflators thereof, as was to be alhamed of 
in Englifh. O but the martyrs were the refiners of it, for 
that only is left you to fay. Admit they were, they could 
sot lefine a fcorpion into a fifli, though they had drawn it^ 
ttd rinced it with never fo cleanly cookery, which made 
^em &11 at variance among themfelves about the ufe 
Mher of it, or the ceremonies belonging to it. 

feemonft. Slight you th^m as you pleafe, weblefs God 
fcr fach patrons of our good caufe. 

Anfw. O Benedicite ! Qui color ater er^t» nunc eft 
cSQtnurius atro. Are not thefe they which one of your 
bifiiops in print fcomfully terms the Foxian confeffors ? 
Are not thefe they whofe adls and monuments are not 
^J fo contemptible, but fo hateful to the prelates, that 
^r ftory was almoft come to be a prohibited book, 
Which for thefe two or three editions hath crept into 
•he world by ftcalth, and at times of advantage, not with- 
sat the open i egret and vexation of the biihops^ as many 
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honeft men that had to do in fetting forth the book will 
juftify ? And now at a dead lift for your liturgies you 
blefs God for them : out upon fuch hypocrify ! 

Remonft. As if we were bound to make good every 
word that falls from the mouth of every biihop. 

Anfw. Tour faftion then belike is a fubtile Janus, and 
hath two faces : your bolder face to fet forwwl any in« 
novations or fcandals in the church, your cautious and 
wary face to difavow them if they fucceed not, tliatfo 
the fault may not light upon the fundlion, lefl it ihoold 
fpoil the whole plot by giving it an irrecoverable wound. 
Wherefore elfe did you not kng agOj as a good biftop 
fhould have done^ difclaim and protefl againfl tbemr 
Wherefore have you fat ftill> and complied* and hood- 
winked^ till the general complaints of the land htft 
fqueezed you to a wretched, cold, and hollow-hearted 
confeflion of fome prelatical riots both in this and otber 
places of your book ? Nay, what if you fiill defend tfaefll 
as follows ? 

Remonft. If a biihop have faid that our liturgy hafh 
been fo wifely and charitably framed, as that the devotioQ 
of it ^eldeih no caufe of offence to a very pope's ear. 

Anfw. O new and never heard of hipd:eroratif£ 
height of wifdbm and charity in our liturgy 1 Is diii 
wifdom of Grod or the charitable framing of 6od*s word- 
otherwife inofienfive to the pope's ear, than as he TM 
turn it to the working of his myflerious iniquity ? A 
litde pulley would have fb^tched your wife and charita^ 
ble frame it may be three inches further, that the dcre* 
tion of it might have yielded no caufe of offence to (he 
very deviPs ear, and that had been the fame wifdom and 
charity furmounting to the highefi degree. For Anti' 
thrift we know is but the devil's vicar, and therefore 
pleafe him with your liturgy, and you pleafe his maflert 

Remonfl. Would you think it requiiite, that we fhoidd 
chide and quarrel when we fpeak to the God of peaoef ' 

Anfw. Fie, no fir, but forecafl: our prayers fo, tW 
Satan and his inftruments may take as little excepdOB 
againfl them as may be, left they Ihould chide and qosi^ . 
rel with us. 

Remonil. It is no little advantage to our caufe tfA 
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at our liturgy is taught to fpeak fcvcral Ito* 
n* ufe and example. 

The language of Afhdod is one of them, and 
cs fo many Englifhmen have fuch a fiiiatterini 
philiftian mother. And indeed our liturgy hat) 
md down the world like an englifii galloping 
ftring hcrfelf, but we hear of none yet that bids 
>r her. 

aft. As for that iharp cenfure of learned Mr. 
it might well have been forbom by him in aliena 
u 

Thus this untheological remonftrant would di- 

individual catholic church into feveral repub- 
>w, therefore, that every worthy paHor of thtf 
f Chrift hath univerfal right to admonifh over 
rorld within the church ; nor can that care ht 
com him by any diftance or diftin6tion of nation, 
IS in Chrift all nations and languages are as on6 
d. 

nft. Neither would you think it could become 
ir greateft divines, to meddle with his charge. 

It hath ill become them indeed to meddle fb 
fly, as many of them have done, though that pa- 

I diriftian city hath borne hitherto all their pro- 
fe with lilence. 

nft. Oar liturgy pafled the judgment ofnolefs 

hea^s than his own. 

It bribed their judgments with worldly engage- 
nd fo pafled it. 

nft. As for that unparallelled difcourfe concerning 
|uity of liturgies, I cannot help your wonder, but 
ify mine own aftertion. 

. Your juftification is but a miferable fhifting off 
timonics of the ancienteft fathers alleged againft 
i the authority of fome l^nodal canons, which are 
mt to^us. We profefs to decide our controverfies 
:he fcripture!L-^2)ut yet to reprefs your vain-glory, 

II be voluntarily bellowed upon you a fufhcient 
Dn of your novelties oiit of fucceeding antiquity. 
nft. I cannot fee how you will avoid your own 
dlion, for I demand, is this order of praying and 
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adminiihatxon fet or no ? If it be not fet, how is i 
an order ? And if it be a fet order both for matter am 
form 

Anfw. Remove that form, left you tumble over it 
^hile you make fudi hafle to clap a contradi6Uon upoi 
others. 

Remonft. If the forms were merely arbitrary, towhal 
ufe was the prefcription of an order ? 

Anfw. Nothing will cure this man's underfianding 
but fome familiar and kitchen phyfic, which, with par- 
don, muft for plainnefs fake be adroiniftered to him. 
Call hither your cook. The order of brealiiaft, dinner, 
and fupper, anfwer me, is it fet or no ? Set. Is a man 
therefore bound in the morning to poached eggs and vi- 
negar, or at noon to brawn or beef, or at night to frdh 
falmon, and frcnch kickihofe ? May he not make his 
meals in order, though he be not bound to this or that 
viand ? Doubtlefs the neat-fingered artift will anfwer 
yes, and help us out of this great controverfy without 
more trouble. Can we not underfland an order in 
church-affemblies of praying, reading, expounding, and 
adminiflering, unlefs our prayers be flill the fame crainbe 
of words ? 

Remonft. What a poor exception is this, that liturgies 
were compofed by fome particular men ? 

Anfw. It is a greater prefumption in any particular 
men; to arrogate to themfelvcs that which God univer- 
fally gives to all his minifters. A minifter that cannot 
be trufted to pray in his own words without beipg 
chewed to, and fefcued to a formal injunction of his 
rote-lelTon, fhould as little be trufted to preach, befidca 
the vain babble of praying over the fame things im- 
inediately again ; for there is a lar^e difference in the 
repetition oi fome pathetical ejaculation raifed out of the 
fudden eamefinefs and vigour of the inflamed foul, (fuch 
as was that of Chrift in the garden,) from the continual 
rehearfal of our daily orifons ; which if a man fhall.kned 
down in a morning, and fay over, and prefently in ano- 
ther part of the room kneel down again, and in other 
words aik but flill for the fame things as it were out o( 
one inventory, I cannot fee how he will efcape that be** 

dienifl 



enHh battology of multiplyiDg words^ which Chrift 
mb\U that has the ptittioff up of our prayers, told us 
oiild not be acceptable in Heaven. Well may men of 
Qinent sifts fet forth as many forms, and helps to prayer 
they pleafe ; but to impofc them on minifters lawfully 
Ued, and fufficiently tried, as all ought to be ere they 
s admitted, is a fupercilious tyranny^ impropriating the 
irit of God to themfelvcs. 

Bemonft. Do we abridge this liberty by ordaining a 
]hlic form ? 

Anfw. Your bifliops have fet as fiiir to do it as they 
irft tot that old pharifaical fear that iUll dogs them, the 
ir of the people ; though you will fay vou are none of 
lafe, ftUl you would feem not to have joined with the 
Offftt and yet keep aloof off from that which is be& I 
oold you would either mingle, or part : moil true it ia 
hat Savanarola complains, that wnile he endeavoured 
I reform the church, his greateft enemies were ftiil thefe 
ikewarm ones. 

Remonft. And if the Lord*s prayer be an ordinary 
id ftinted form, why not others ? 
Anfw. Becaufe there be no other Lords, that can ftint 
ith like authority. 

Remonft. If Juftin Martyr laid, that the inflrudor of 
le people prayed (as they faUely turn it) *^ according 
I hu ability.'* 

Anfw. ''(Xrn ii^atfMi muvS will be fo rendered to the world^a 
id by thbfe that are not to learn Greek of the Remon* 
rant, and fo Langus renders it to his face, if he could 
c ; and this ancient father mentions no antiphonies or 
fponfories of the people here, but the only plain accla* 
Mtion of Amen. 

Remonft. The inftru6ior of the people prayed accord* 
m to his ability, it is true, fo do ours : and yet we have 
jitui]^, and fo had they. 

Amw. A quick come-off. The ancients ufed pikes 
iid targets, and therefore guns and great ordnance, 
ecaufe we ufe both. 

Remonft. Neither is this liberty of pouring out our- 
ilves in our prayers ever the more impeached by a pub« 
cform* 
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Anfw. Yes the time is taken up with a tedknis nufnbcsr 
of liturgical tautologies, and impertinencies. 

Remonft. The words of the council are full and aifiir-* 
CQative. 

Anfw. Set the grave councils up upon their ihelves 
ag^in, and firing them hard, left their various and jang- 
ling opinions put their leaves into a flutter. I iEall not 
intend this hot feafon to bid you the bafe through tht 
wide and dully champaign of the councils, but ihall 
take counfel of that which counfellcd them, reafon : and 
although I know there is an obfolete reprehenfion now 
at your tongue's end, yet I fhall be bold to fay» that 
reafon is the gift of God in one man as well as in: a 
thoufand : by that which we have tafted already of their 
ciflems, we may find that reafon was tlie only thisg, aad 
not any divine command that moved them to enjoin fel 
forms of liturgy. Firfl, lefl any thing in geineral Riigbl 
be miflaid in their public prayers tlirough ignorance^ or 
want of care, contrary to the faith : and next, left the 
Arians, 'and Pelagians in particular, Ihould infedt the 
people by their hymns, and forms of prayer. By the 
leave of tbefe ancient fathers^ this was no iblid preven- 
tion of fpreading herefy, to debar the miniflers of Gk)d 
the ufe of their noblefi talent, prayer in the congregation ; 
unlefs they had forbid the ufe of fennons, and fe&uiea 
too, but fuch as were ready made to their hands, aa our 
homilies: or elle he that was heretically difpofed, had 
as fair an opportunity of infecling in his difcourfe as in 
his prayer or hymn. As infufticieutly, and to fay truths 
as imprudently did they provide by their contrived litur- 
gies, left any thing fhould be erroneoufly prayed throqgb 
ignorance, or want of care in the miniftcrs. For if tfaeji 
were carelefs and ignorantin their prayers, certainly they 
would be more carelefs in their preaching, and yet aiare 
carelefs in watching over their fldbk ; and what prefcrip^ 
tion could reach to bound them both in thefe ? What 
if reafon, now illufbrated by the word of God, flialt far 
able to produce a better prevention than thefe councils 
have left us againft herefy, ignorance^ or want of care in 
the miniflry, that fuch wifdom and diligence be ufed iaa 
the education of thofe that would be minifters^ and fiicbt. 
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faift«ad feriouB examiriation to be undergone^ ere their 
sdmifBony as St Paul to Timothy fets down at large, and 
then they need not carry fuch an unworthy fufpicion 
CTfer the preacliers of God's word, as to tutor their un- 
foondnefs with the * Abcie of a liturgy, or to diet their 
ignorance, and want of care, with the limited draught 
of a matin, and evenfoog drench. All this may fuffice 
after all their labourfome ferutiny of the councils. 

Bemonft. Our Saviour was pleafcd to make ufe in the 
celebration of his lad and heavenly banquet both of the 
filAiioBsand words which were ufual in the Jewifli feafts. 

Anfw. What he pleafed to make ufe of, does not 
jnftify what you pleafe to force. 

SraiODfL The fet forms of prayer at the Minduu 

Anfw. We will not buy your rabbinical fumes ; we 
have ono that calls ua to buy of him pure gold tried in 
oie fire* 

Bemonft. In the famaritan chronicle. 

Anlw. As little do we efteem your famaritan trum- 
pery, of which people Chrift himlelf teftifies, Ye worihip 
]psknow not what. 

Remonft. They had their fereral fongs. 

An£w. And fo have we our fcveral pfailms for feveral 
occsiona, without grapoercy to your liturgy. 

Bmonft. Thofe forms which we l^ve under the 
wmt of Saint James, &c» though they have fome infer* 
tioos which are plainly fpurious, yet the fubfiance of 
them cannot be taxed for other than holy and ancient. 

Anfw. Setting alide the odd coinage of your phrafe, 
^hich no mint-mailer of language would allow for Her- 
^ui& that a thing fhould be taxed for no other than holy 
Aiwaacient, let it be fuppofed the fubftance of them may 
^vour of ibraething holy or ancient; this is but the mat- 
f^l the ferm, and the end of the thing may yet render 
A cither fnperftitious, fruitlefs^ or impious, and fo worthy 
te he rejeAed. The garments of a ftrumpet are often 
^e iiune^ materially, that clothe a chafte matron, and yet 
^Bomintous for her to wear : the fubftance of tlie tempt* 
^ wards to our Saviour were holy, but his drift nothing 

* i. •• A, b, a 
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Remocft. In what fenfe we hold the Rotnanm'Cr 
church, is io cleaxtd that the iron is too hot for thi 
fingers, 

Aniw. Have a care it be not the iron to fear your o^ 
confcience. 

Remonft. You need not doubt but that the alterati 
of the liturgy will be conlidered by wifer heads than yc 
own. 

Anfw. We doubt it not^ becaufe we know your he 
looks to be one. 

Remonft. Our liturgy fymbolizeth not with p^i 
mafs, neither as mafs nor as pc^ifh. 

Anfw. A pretty flipfkin conveyance to fift mafii ii 
no mafs, and popifli into not popifh ; yet faving this pa 
ing fine fophiftical boultipg hutch, lo l(mg as flie fyi 
bolizes in form, and pranks hcrfe]f in the weeds of pop: 
mafs, it may be juftly feared fhe provokes the jealou^ 
God, no otherwife than a wife af{e6ting whorifh att 
kindles a difturbance in the eye of her difceming hi 
band* 

Remonfl. If I find ^Id in the channel, fhall I thn 
it away becaufe it was ill laid ? 

Anfw. You have forgot that gold hath been anad 
matized for the idolatrous ufe ; and to eat the good en 
tures of God once offered to idols, is in St Paul's acooi 
to have fellowfiiip with devils, and to partake of the c 
virs table. And thus you throttle yourfelf with yc 
own fimilies. 

Remonft If the devils confcffed the Son of God, fhal 
difclaim that truth ? 

Anfw. You fifled not fo clean before, but you Ihoi 
as foully now ; as if there were the like neceflity of oc 
fefling Chrift, and ufing the liturgy : we do not difcla 
that truth, becaufe we never believed it for their txA 
mony ; but we may well rejeA a liturgy which had 
being that we can know of, but from the corrupt 
times: if therefore the devil fhould be given never 
much to prayer, I fhould not therefore ceafe from d 
duty, becaufe I learned it not from him ; but if he woi 
commend to me a new Pater-nofier, though never 
feemingly holy, he fhould excufe me the form whi 
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wtt his ; but the matter, which was^one of his, he could 
90t give me, nor I be faid to take it from him. It is not 
the goodnefs of matter therefore which is not, nor can be 
owed to the liturgy, that will bear it out, if the form, 
which is the eflence of it, be fantaftic and fuperftitious, 
the end finiHer, and the impofition violent. 

Remonii. Had it been compofed into this frame on 
purpofe to bring papifts to our churches. 

Anfw. To bring them to our churches? alas, what 
was that ? unlefs they had been firft fitted by repentance, 
and right inftru6lion. You will lay, the word was there 
preached, which is the means of converfion ; you (hould 
aave given fo much honour then to the word preached, as 
to have left it to God*s working without the interloping 
4)f a lituigy baited for them to bite at. 

Remonfi. The projeA had been charitable and 
gracious. 

Anfw. It was pharifaical, and vain-glorious, a greedy 
defire to win profelytes by conforming to them unlaw- 
fully ; like the defire of Tamar, who, to raife up feed 
to ner hufband, fate in the common road dreft like a 
courtezan, and be that came to her committed inceft 
vrith her. This was that which made the old chriftians 
paganize, while by their fcandalous and bafe conforming 
to heathenifm they did no more, when they had done 
their utmofi, but brin{^ fome pagans to chriiUanize ; for 
true chriilians they neither were themfelves, nor could 
make other fuch in this faihion. 

Remonfl. If there be found aught in liturgy that 
may endanger a fcandal, it is under careful hands to re- 
move it. 

Anfw. Such careful bands as have fhown themfelves 
fooner bent to remove and expel the men from the fcan* 
dais, than the fcandals fix)m the men, and to lofe a foul 
rather than a fyliable or a furplice. 
. Remonft. It is idolized they fay in England, they 
mean at Amfierdam. 

Anfw. Be it idolized therefore where it will, it is only 
idolatrized in England. 

Remonft. Multitudes of people they fay diflafle it ; 
more ihame for thofe that have io mifiaught them. 

Anfw, More ihame for thofc that regs^ not the trou- 
bling 
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bling God's church with things by themfelves omfeAU to 
be indHFerent, fince true charity is afflicted, and bums at 
the offence of every little one. As for the chriilian tnul« 
titiide which you affirm to be fo miftaught, it is evideiit 
enough, though yoo would declaim never fo long to the 
contrary, that Grod hath now taught them to dcteft your 
liturgy and' prelacy; God who hath piomifed to teach 
all his children, and to deliver them out of your handa 
that hunt and worry their fouls : hence is it that a man 
ftall commonly find more favoury knowledge in one lay- 
man, than in a dozen of cathedral prelates; as we read m 
our Saviour's time that the common people had a reverend 
efleem of him, and held him a great prophet, whilft the 
gowned rabbies, the incomparable and invincible dofiora 
were of opinion that he was a friend of Beelzebub. 

Remonfl. If the multitude diflafte wholefome do^n^ 
ihall we, to humour them, abandon it ? 

Anfw. Yet again ! as if there were like neceHity of 
faving do<5irine, and arbitrary, if not unlawful, or incon- 
venient liturgy : who would have thought a man could 
have thwacked together fo many incongruous fimilitudeg^ 
had it not been to defend the motley incoherence of a 
patched miflal ? 

Remonft. Why did not other churches conform to us ? 
I may boldly fay ours was, and is, the more noble church. 

Anfw. O LaodiceaUs how vainly and how carnally 
dofl thou boaft of noblenefs and precedency ! more 
lordly you have made our church indeed, but not more 
noble. 

Remonfl. The fecond quaere is fo weak, that I wonder ' 
it could fall from the pens of wife men. 

Anfw. You are but a bad fencer, for you never make a 
proffer againft another man's weaknefs ; but you leave 
your own fide always open : mark what follows. 

Remonft. Brethren, can ye think that our reformers had 
any other intentions than all the other founders of litur- 
gies, the leaft part of whofe care was the help of the 
minifter's weaknefs ? 

Anfw. Do you not perceive the noofe you have 
brought yourfelf into, whilft you were fo brief to taunt 
other men with weaknefs ? Is it dean out of your mind 
what you cited from among the councils ; that the prin- 
cipal 



«pdl feope of thofe litnrgy- founders was to prevent either 
the malice or the weaknefs of the minifters ; their ina]ice> 
of infufihg here(y in their forms of prayer; their xvea1c« 
nefs, left fomething might be compofed by them through 
ignorance or want of care contrary to the faith ? Is it not 
now rather to be wondered^ that fuch a weakncfs could fall 
itma the pen of fuch a wife remonftrant man ? 

SemoEifi. Their main drift was the help of the peol- 
ple's devotion, that they knowing before the matter that 
ihould be fued for,— 

Anfw. A folicitous care, as if the people could be ig* 
noBnant of the matter to be prayed for ; feeing the heads 
of public prayer are either ever conftant, or very fre- 
qimtly the (arae. 

Beroonft. And the words wherewith it ihould be 
dothed, might be the more prepared, and be fo much the 
more intent and Icfs diftradted. 

Anfw. As for the words, it is more to be feared left the 
iame continually fhould make them carelefs or fleepy, 
than that variety on the fame known fubjeft (hould dif- 
tnA I variety ( as both mulic and rhetoric teacheth us) 
creds and roufes an auditory, like the mafterfiil running 
over many chords and divifions; whereas if men fliould 
ever be thumbing the drone of one plain fong, it would 
be a dull opiate to the moft wakeful attention. 

Beroonft. Tell me, is tliis liturgy good w evil ? 

Anfw. It is evil : repair the acheloian horn of your 
dilenuna how you can, againft the next pufti. 

Bemonft. If it be evil, it is unlawful to be ufed. 

Anfw. We grant you, and we find you have not your 
fidvc about you. 

Bemonft. Were the impofition amifs, what is that to 
tiie people t 

Anfw. Not a little, becaufe they bear an equal part with 
the prieft in many places, and have their cues and verfes 
aa well as he. 

Bemonft. The ears and hearts of our people look for 
a fettled liturgy. 

Anfw. You deceive yourfelf in their ears and hearts^ 
they look for no fuch matter. 

Bemonft. The like anfwer ferves for homilies, furely 
they were enjoined to all| <cc 

Anfw. 
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Anfw. Let it ferve for them that will be ignorant; we 
know that Havward their own creature writes^ that for 
defeft of preachers, homilies were appointed to be read ia 
churches^ while Edward VI reignra. 

Remonft. Away then with 5ie boolc> whilft it may be 
Xupplied with a more profitable nonfenfe. 

Anfw. Away with it rather, becaufe it will be hardly 
fupplied with a more unprofitable nonfcnfe^ than ia in 
foitie pafiages of it to be feen. 

SBCT. III. 

Remonft. Thus their cavils concerning liturgy are 
taniihed. 

Anfw. You wanted but hey pafs, to have made jom 
tranfition like a mvfiical man of Stuibridge. But for 
all your fleight ot hand, our juft exceptions againft 
liturgy are not vaniihed^ they flare you ftill in the bcc 

Remonft. Certainly had I done fo, I had been no left 
worthy to be fpilten upon for my iaucy uncharitablenefs^ 
than they are now for their uncharitable fitlfehood. 

Anfw. We fee you are in choler, therefore till you oool 
awhile we turn us to the ingenuous reader. See how 
this Remonftrant would inveft himfelf conditionally with 
all the rheum of the town, that he might have fumdent 
to befpaul his brethren. They are accufed by him of 
uncharitable falfehood, whereas their only crime hath 
been, that they have too creduloufly thought him, if not 
an overlogical, yet a well-meaning man; but now we 
find him either grofsly deficient in his principles of logic, 
or elfe purpofely bent to delude the parliament with 
equivocal fophiflry, fcattering among his periods ambi-^ 
guous words, whofe interpretation he will afterwards dif- 
penfe according to his pleafure, laying before us univer- 
fal proportions, and then thinks when he will to pinion 
them with a limitation : for fay, Remonftrant, 

Remonfl. Epifcopal government is cried down abroad 
by either weak or fa£lious perfons. 

Anfw. Choofe you whether you wilt have this propo* 
lition proved to you to be ridiculous or fophiftical i for 
one of the two it mufl be. Step again to bifliop Dow-« 
nam your patron, and let him gently catechife you in tfap 
grounds of logic ; he will fhow you that this axiom^ 

^^ epifcopal 



1^ epMbopal government is cried down abroad by either 
weak or fiidlious perfons/* is as much as to (ay, they 
that cry down epifcopacy abroad, are either weak: 
nr fii6Uous perfons. He will tell you^ that this 
axiom contains a diftribution, and that all fuch axioms 
are general ; and laillyi that the diftribution in which 
any part is wanting, or abundant, is faulty, and fallacious. 
If therefore diftributing by the adjundis of fadlion and 
weaknefs, the perfons that decry epifcopacy, and you 
made your diftribution imperfect for the nonce, you can- 
not but be guilty of fraud intended toward the honour- 
able court, to whom you wrote. If you had rather vin- 
dicate your honefiy, and fufFer in your want of art, you 
cannot condemn them of uncharitable wifehood, that 
attributed to you more (kill than you had, thinking you 
had been able to have made a diftribution^ as it ought to 
be» gieneral and full ; and fo any man would take it, the 
rather as being accompanied with that large word (abroad) 
and to take ag^in either your manifeft leafing, or ma* 
nifeft ignorance. 

Renxmft. Now come thefe brotherly flanderers. 

Anfw. Go on, diflembling Joab, as ftill your ufe is, 
call brother and fmite ; call brother and fmite, till it be 
laid of you, as the like was of Herod^ a man had better 
be your hog than your brother. 

Rcmonft. Which never came within the verge of my 
thoughts, 

Anfw. Take a metaphor or two more as good, the 
preaindl, or the diocefe of your thoughts. 

Remonft. Brethren, if you have any remainders of mo* 
defty or truth, cry God mercy. 

Anfw. Remonilrant, if you have no groundwork of 
logic^ or plaindealing in you, learn both as &ft as you 



Remonft. Of the fame ftrain is their witty defcant of 
my confoundednefs. 

Anfw. Speak no more of it, it was a fatal word that 
God put into your mouth when you began to fpeak for 
epifcopacy, as boding confufton to it. 

Remonft. I am ftill, and fhall ever be thus felf-con* 
firandedf as confidently, to iay, that he is no pcaopable 

and 
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and right-affisded fon of the church of Eogland, tbat 
doth not wi(h well to liturgy and epifcopacy. 

Anfw. If this be not that faucy uncharitableneft^ with 
which, in the foregoing page, you voluntarily inTeitod 

Jrourfelf, with thought to have ihifled it ofF> let the par* 
iament judge, who now themfelves are deliberating whe* 
ther liturgy and epifcopacy be to be well wilhed to^ or 

DO. 

Remonft. This they fay they cannot but rank amongft 
my notorious— fpeak out^ mafters ; I would not have that 
word flick in your teeth, or in your throat 

Anfw. Take your fpeitacles, fir, it fticks in. the peper» 
and was a peroral roule we prepared for you to fwaUow 
down to your heart. 

Remonft. Wanton wits muft have leave to play with 
their own ficm. 

Aniw. A meditation of yours doubtlcfs obferved at 
Lambeth from one of the archiepifcopal kittens. » 

Remonft. As for that form of epifcopal govermnent 
furely could thofe look with my eyes, they would fee 
caufe to l>e aihamed of this their injurious mifcooceit 

Anfw. We muft call the barbci- for this wife fentence ; 
one Mr. Ley the other day wrote a treatife of the fabbath^ 
and in his prefaoe puts the wifdom of Balaam*s afs xxpoa 
one of our biihops, bold man for his labour ; but we ihall 
have more refpe6l to our Remonftrant^ and liken him to 
the afs*s mafter, though the ftory fay he was not fo quicks' 
fighted as his beaft. Is not this Balaam the fon of Beor^ 
the man whofe eyes are open, that faid to the parliament^ 
Surely, could thofe look with my eyes ? Boaft not of your 
eyes, it is feared you have Balaam's difcafe, a pearl iSf 
your eye. Mammon's preftriAion. 

Remonft. Alas, we could tell you of China, Japan, 
Peru, Brazil, New England, Virginia, and a thouland 
others, that never had any biihops to this day. 

Anfw. O do not foil your caufe thus, and troublv 
Ortelius ; we can help you, and tell you where they have 
been ever lince Conftantinc*s time at leaft, in a plaoo^ 
called Mundus alter & idem, in the fpacious and ricli> 
countries of Crapulia, Pamphagonia, Yuronia, and in the' 
dukedom of Orgilia^ and Variana> and their metropolti 

of 
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of Ucalegonium. It was an overfight that none of your 
prime antiquaries could think of thefe venerable monu- 
ments to deduce epifcopacy by; knowing that Mercu- 
rius Britannicus had them forthcoming.. 



SECT. IV. 



Remonft. Hitherto they have fiourifhed, now I hope 
they will ftrike.' 

Aniw. His former tranfition was in the fair about the 
jugglers, now he is at the pageants among the whifflers* 

RefDonft. As if arguments were almanacks. 

Anfw. You will find fome fuch as* will prognofticatc 
your date, and tell you that, after your long fummer fol- 
ftice, the Equator calls for you, to reduce you to the anci* 
ent and equal houfe of Libra. 

Rcanonfl. Truly, brethren, you have not well taken 
the height of the pole. 

Aufw. No marvel, there be many more that do not 
lake well the height of your pole ; but will take better 
the declination of your altitude. 

Remonft. He that faid 1 am the way, faid that the old 
way, was the good way. 

Anfw. He bids aik of the old paths, or for the old 
ways, where or which is the good way ; which implies 
that all old ways are not good, but that the good way is to 
be fearched with diligence among the old ways, which is 
a thing that we do in the oldeft records we have, the gof- 
pcL And if others may chance to fpend more time with 
you in canvaffing later antiquity, I fuppofe it is not for 
that they ground thcmfelves thereon ; but that they en- 
deavour by (howing the corruptions, incertainties, and 
diiagreements of thofe volumes, and the eafincfs of erring, 
or ovcrflipping in fuch a boundlefs and vaft fcarch, if 
they may not convince thofe that are fo ftrongly pcrfua- 
ded thereof; yet to free ingenuous minds from an over- 
awful cftecm of thofe more ancient than trufty fathers, 
whom cuftom and fond opinion, weak principles, and 
the neglect of founder and fuperiour knowledge hath 
exalted fohigh as to have gained them a blind reverence; 
whofe books in bignefs and number fo endlefs and im- 

Vol. I. N xjieafufablc. 
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meafurable, I cannot think that either God or naturct 
either divine or human wifdom, did ever mean (hould be 
a rule or reliance to us in the decifion of any weighty 
and politive doctrine : for certainly every rule and inftru- 
ment of neceflliry knowledge that Grod hath given us, 
ought to be fo in proportion, as may be wielded and 
managed by the life of man, without penning him up 
from the duties of human fociety ; and fuch a rule and 
inflrument of knowledge perfe6lly is the holy Bible. But 
he that fhall bind himfelf to make antiquity his rule, if 
he read but part, befides the difficulty of choice, his rule 
is deficient, and utterly unfatisfying ; for there nwiy be 
other writers of another mind, which he hath not feen; 
and if he undertake all, the length of man*8 life cannot 
extend to give him a full and requifite knowledge of 
what was done in antiquity. Why do we therefore fiand 
worlhipping and admiring this una6tive and lifelefi Go- 
loflus, that, like a car\'ed giant terribly menacing to chil- 
dren and weaklings, lifts up his club, but flrikesnot, and 
is fubjed to the muting of every fparrow ? If you 
let him reft upon his balls, he may perhaps delight the 
eyes of foine with his huge and mountainous bulk, and 
the quaint workmanftiip of his mafly limb^; but if ye 
go about to take him in pieces, ye mar him j and if 
you think, like pigmies,'to turn and wind him whole as 
he is, befides your vain toil and fweat, he may chance to 
fall upon your own he^ds. Go, therefore, and ufc all 
your art, apply your fledges, your levers, and your ixon 
crows, to heave and hale your mighty Polypheme of an- 
tiquity to the delufion of novices and miexperienccd 
chriftians. We ihall adhere clofe to the fcriptuies of 
God, which he hath left us as the juft and adequate mca- 
furc of truth, fitted and proportioned to the dilisenl 
ftudy, memory, and ufe of every faithful man, wnotii 
every part confenting, and making up the harmonious 
Symmetry of complete inftru6iion5 is able to fet out tons 
a perfe^l man of God, or bifhop thoroughly fumiihed 
to all the good works of his charge : and with this wea- 
pon, without ftepping a foot further, we (hall not doubt 
to batter and throw down your Nebuchadnezzar's imag^ 
and crumble it like the chaff of the fummer threlhiag-* 

floors, 
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floors, as well the gold of thofe apoftolic fucccflbrs that 
you boaft of, as your Conftantinian filver, together with 
the iron, the brafs, and the clay of thofe muddy and flrawy 
ages that follow. 

Remonft. Let the boldeft forehead of them all deny 
that epiTcopacy hath continued thus long in our ifland^ 
or that any till this age contradicted it 

Anfw. That bold forehead you have cleanly put upon 
yoorfdf, it is you who deny that any till this age contra* 
didied it ; no forehead of ours dares do fo much : you 
have lowed yourfelf fairly between the Scylla and Cha- 
fybdisy either of impudence or nc^fenfe, and now betake 
yoa to whether you pleafe. 

RenEKmft. As for that fupply of acceflbry flrength, 
which I not beg. 

Anfw. Your whole remonftrance does nothing clfe but 
b^ it, and'your fellow-prelates do as good as whine to the 
parliament for their Aefhpots of Egypt, making fad ora- 
tions at the funeral of your dear prelacy, like that doughty 
centurion Airanius in Lucian; who, to imitate the noble 
Feridea in his epitaphian fpeech, Aepping up after the 
battle to bewail the flain Severianus, falls into a pitiful 
coodolement, to think of thofe coftly fuppei^ and drink* 
ing banquets, which he muft now tade of no more ; and 
by then he had done, lacked but little to lament the dear* 
loved memory and calamitous lofs of his capon and 
white broth. 

Remonft. But raife and evince from the light of na* 
ture, and the rules of juft policy, for the continuance of 
thofe things which long ufe and many laws have firmly 
eftablifhed as neceiTary and beneficial. 

Anfw. Open your eyes to the light of grace, a better 

Side than nature. Look upon the mean condition of 
irift and his apofiles, without that acceflbry ftrength 
you take fuch pains to raife from the light of nature and 
policy : take divine counlel, " Labour not for the things 
that perifh :" you would be the fait of the earth j if that 
favour be not found in you, do not think much that the 
time is now come to throw you out, and tread you under 
foot. Hark, how St. Paul, writing to Timothy, informs a 
true bifhop j *' Bifhops (faith hej mufl not be greedy of 

N 2 filthy 
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filthy lucre ; and having food and raiment, let us be 
therewith content : but they (faith he, meaning, more 
cfpecially in that place, billiops) tliat will be rich, fall 
into temptation and a fnare, and into many foolifh and 
hurtful lulls, which drown men in deftru6lion and perdi- 
tion : for the love of money is the root of all evil, which 
while fome coveted after, they have erred from the faith." 
How can we therefore expe<5l found doctrine, and the 
folution of this our controverfy from any covetous and 
honour-hunting biftiop, that (hall plead fo ItifHy for thcfe 
things, while St. Paul thus exhorts every bifhop ; ** But 
thou,.0 man of God, flee thefe things ?" As for the jufl 
policy, that long ufe and cufiom, and thofe many laws 
which you fay have confen-ed thcfe benefits upon you ; 
it hath been nothing clfe but the fuperllitious devotion 
of princes and great men that knew no better, or the bafc 
importunity of begging fi-iars, haunting and haraffing the 
deathbeds of men departing this life, in a blind and 
wretched condition of hope to merit Heaven for the build* 
ing of chuichcs, cloifters, and convents. The mofl of 
your vaunted pofleflions, and thofe proud endowments 
that ye as finfully wafte, what are they but the black reve- 
nues of purgatory, the price of abufcd and murdered 
fouls, the damned limony of Trcntals, and indulgences to 
mortal fin ? How can ye choofe but inherit the curfe that 
goes along withfuch a patrimony ? Alas ! if there be any 
rele^fcment, any mitigation, or more tolerable being for 
the fouls of our mifguided anccftors ; could wc imagine 
there might be any recovery to fome degree of eafe left 
for as many of them as are lofl:, there cannot be a better 
way than to take the niifbcftowcd wealth which they 
were cheated of, from thefe our prelates, who arc the 
true fucceflbrs of thofe that popped them into the other 
world with this conceit of meriting by their goods, which 
was their final undoing : and to beflow their beneficent 
gifts upon places and means of chriftian education^ and 
the faithful labourers in God's harveft, that may inoef* 
fantly warn the poftcrity of Dives, left they come where 
their mifcrablc forefather was fent by the cozenage and 
miflcading of avaricious and worldly prelates. 

Rcmonit 
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Rcmonft. It will fland long enough againll the battery 
of their paper- pellets. 

Anfw, That muft be tried without a fquare cap in the 
council ; and if pellets will not do, your own canons 
Ihall be turned againft you. 

Remonft. They cannot name any man in this nation^ 
that ever contradidled cpifcopacy, till this pjrefent age. 

\nfw. What an overworn and bedriden argument is 
this ? the laft refuge ever of old falfehood, and therefore 
ft good lign, I truft, that your caille cannot hold out long. 
This was the plea of judaifm and idolatry againft Chrift 
and his apoftles, of papacy againft reformation ; and per- 
haps to the frailty or fiefti and blood in a man deftitutc of 
better enlightenmg may for fome while be pardonable : 
for what has flefhly apprehenfion other to fubfift by than 
fucceffion, euftotn, and vilihility ; which only hold, if 
in his weaknefs and blindnefs he be loth to lofe, who can 
blame ? But in a proteftant nation, that fhould have 
thrown off thefc tattered rudiments long ago, after the 
many ftrivings of God's fpirit, and our fourfcore years 
veiLation of him in this our wildcmefs fincc refonnation 
began, to urge thefe rotten principles, and twit U6 u ith 
the prefent age, which is to us an age of ages wherein 
God is manifeftly come down among us, to do fome re- 
markable good to our church or ftatc ; is, as if a man 
Ihould tax the renovating and reingcndering fpirit of 
God with innovation, and that new creature for an up- 
ftart novelty ; yea, the new Jcrufalem, which, without 
your admired link of fucccffion, defccnds from Heaven, 
could not cfcape fome fuch like c^nfurc. If you require 
a further anfwer, it will not mift^ecome a chrillian to be 
cither more magnanimous or more devout than Scipio 
was ; who, inftcad of other anfwer to the frivolous accu- 
fations of Petilius tlie tribune, " Tliis day, Romans, (faith 
he) I fought with Hannibal profperoufly ; let us all go 
and thank the gods, that gave us fo great a viclorj'^ :** in 
like manner will we now fay, not caring otherwife to 
anfwer this unproteftantlikc objc^Mion ; In this age, Bri- 
tons,God hath reformed his church after many hundred 
years of popifli corruption; in this age, he hath freed 
us from the intolerable yoke of prelates and papal dif- 
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cipline; in this age he hath renewed ~ our proteflation 
again ft all thofe yet remaining dregs of fuperftitioru Let 
us all ROf every true protefted Briton, Uiroughout the 
three kingdoms, and render thanks to God the &ther 
of light, and fountain of heavenly grace, and to his 
fon Chrift our Lord ; leaving this Remonftrant and his 
adherents to their own deiigns, and let us recount 
even here without delay, the patience and long-fu£^-* 
ing that God hath ufed towards our blindnefs and 
hardnefs time after time. For he being equally near 
to his whole creation of mankind, and ot firee power to 
turn his beneficent and fatherly regard to what region or 
kingdom he pleafes, hath yet ever had this iiland under 
the fpecial indulgent eye of his providence ; and pitying 
us the firft of all other nations, after he had decreed to 
purify and renew his church that lay wallowing in ido- 
latrous pollutions, fcnt firft to us a nealing meflenger to 
touch foftly our fores, and carry a gentle hand over our 
wounds : he knocked once and twice, and came again, 
opening our drowfy eyelids leifurely by that glimraerins 
light, which Wicklifrand his followers difperfed; and 
ft ill taking off by degrees the inveterate fcales from our 
nigh perilhed light, purged alfo our deaf ears, and prepared 
them fo attend his fecond warning trumpet in our grand- 
fires* days. How elfe could they have been able to have 
received the fudden afTault of his reforming fpirit, war- 
ring againft human principles, and carnal fenfe, the pride 
of ftefh, that ftill cried up antiquity, cuftom, canons, 
councils and laws; and cried down the truth for novelty, 
fchifm, profanenefs, and facrilege ? whenas we that have 
lived fo long in abundant light, beiides the funny reflec- 
tion of all the neighbouring churches, have yet our 
hearts rivetted with thofe old opinions, and fo obftni6)€4 
and benummed with the fame flefhly reafonings, which 
in our forefathers foon melted and gave way, againft the 
morping beam of reformation. If Gqd h^d left uifdoQC 
this whole work, fo contrary to flefh and blood, till thefe . 
times ; ^ow (hould we have yielded to his heavenly call, 
had we ^een taken, as they were, in the ftarknefs of our 
Ignorance ^ that yet, after all thefe fpiritual preparatives and 
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purgations^ have our earthly appreheniions fo clammed 
and furred with the old leaven ? O if we freeze at noon 
after their early thaw, let us fear left the fun for ever hide 
liimfelf, and turn his orient fteps from onr ingrateful ho- 
rizon, juftiy condemned to be eternally benighted. Which 
dreadful judgment, O thou the ever- begotten Light and 
pcrfedl image of the Father ! intercede, may never come 
upon us, as we truft thou haft ; for thou haft opened our 
difficult and fad times, and given us an upexpedled 
breathing after our long opprdfions: thou haft done 
juftioe upon thofe that tyratmized over us, while fome 
jmen wavered and admired a vain fhadow of wifdom in a 
tongue nothing flow to utter guile, though thou haft 
taught us to admire only that which is good, and to count 
that only praifc-worthy, which is grounded upon thy di- 
vine precepts. Thou haft difcovered the plots, and fruf- 
trated the hopes, of all the wicked in the land, and put 
to (hame the perfecutors of thy church : thou haft made 
our fidfe prophets to be found a lie in the light of all the 
people^ and chafed them with fudden confufion and 
amazement before the redoubled brightnefs of thy de« 
ibending cloud, that now covers thy tabernacle. Who is 
there tnat cannot trace thee now in thy beamy walk 
through the ^nidft of thy fandhiary, amidft* thofe golden 
candldlicks, which have long fuftered a dimnefs amongfl: 
us through the violence of thofe that had feized themj 
and were more taken with the mention of their gold than 
of their ftany light ; teaching the do6lrine of mlaam, to 
cift a ftumbling block before thy fervants, commanding 
tbem to eat things facrificed to idols, and forcing them 
to fornication ? Come, therefore, O thou that haft the 
ieren ftars in thy right hand, appoint thy chofen priefts 
according to their orders and courfes of old, to mmifter 
before thee, and duly to prefs and pour out the confe- 
. crated oil into thy holy and everburning lamps. Thou 
haft fent out the fpirit of prayer upon thy fervants over 
all the land to this effedl, and ftirred up their vows as 
the found of many waters about thy throne. Every one 
can layj that now certainly thou haft vift ted this lana,and 
haft not forgotten the utmoft comers of the earth, in a time 
when men nad thought that thou waft gone up from us 
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to the farthcd end of the heavens, and hadft left to do 
iTiarvelloufly among the fons of thefe laft ages. O per- 
fe<Sl and accomplilh thy glorious a6ts ! for men may 
leave their works unfiniihed, but thou art a God, thy na- 
ture is perfedlion : ftiouldft thou bring us thus far on- 
ward from Egypt to deftroy us in this wildernefs, though 
we dcferve ; yet thy great name would fufFer in the re- 
joicing of thine enemies, and the deluded hope of all thy 
fervants. When thou haft fettled peace in the church, 
and righteous judgment in the kingdom, then ihall all 
thy faints addrefs their voices of joy and triumph to thee, 
Handing on the fhore of that red fea into which our ene- 
mies had almoft driven us. And he that now for hafte 
fnatches up a plain ungamifhed prefent as a thank-ofier- 
ing to thee, which could not be deferred in regard of thy 
fo many late deliverances wrought for us one upon ano- 
ther, may then perhaps take up a harp, and ling thee an 
elaborate fong to generations. In that day it fhall no 
more be faid as in fcom, this or that was never held te 
till this prefent age, when men have better learnt that 
the times and fealons pafs along under thy feet to go and 
come at thy .bidding: and as thou didft dignify our fa- 
thers' day^ with many revelations above all the foregoing 
ages, lince thou tookeft the fleih ; fo thou canft vouch- 
fafe to us (though unworthy) as large a portion of thy 
fpirit as thou pleafeft : for who ihall prejudice thy all- 
governing will ? feeing the power of thy grace is not paiied 
away with the primitive times, as fond and faithlefs men 
imagine, but thy kingdom is now at hand, and thou ftazid- 
ing at the door. Come forth out of thy royal chambers, 
O Prince of all the kings of the earth ! put on the viiihie 
robes of thy imperial majeliy, take up that unlimited 
Iceptre whicji thy almighty Father hath bequeathed the^; 
for now the voice of thy bride calls thee^ and all crai^ 
tures figh to be renewed. 

a E € T. V, 

Remonft. Neglefl not the gift which was given tliec 
by prophecy, and by laying on the bands of preibyteiy. 
Anfw. The Englifh tranflation expreflcs the article 

(the). 
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(the), and renders it the prefbytery, which you do injury 
to omit. 

Remonft. Which I wonder ye can fo prefs, when Cal- 
vin himfe^f takes it of the office, and not of the men. 

Anfw. You think then you are fairly quit of this proof, 
becaufc Calvin interpi-ets it for you, as if we could be put 
off with Calvin's name, unlefs we be convinced with 
Calvin^s reafon ; the word vpArjSuTl^iev is a colledlive noun» 
lignifying a certain number of men in one order, as the 
word privy-council with us ; and fo Beza interprets, that 
knew Calvin's mind doubtlefs, with whom he lived. If 
any amongft us fliould fay the privy-council ordained it, 
and thereby conflrain us to underftand one man*s autho- 
jity, (hould we not laugh at him? And therefore when you 
haveuled all your cramping irons to the text, and done 
your utmoft to cram a preiby tery into the fkin of one per- 
lon, it will be but a piece of frugal nonfenfe. But if your 
meaning be with a violent byperbaton to tranfpofe tlie text, 
as if the words lay thus in order, ^^ negledl not the gift of 
prefbytery :'' this were a conflrudUon like a harquebuis 
£hot over a file of words twelve deep, without authority to 
bid them ftoop ; or to make the word gift, like the river 
Mole in Suny, to run under the bottom of a long line, 
and fo fiart up to govern the word preibjrtery, as in im-^ 
mediate fyntaxis ; a device ridiculous enough to make 
good that old wife's tale of a certain queen of England 
that funk at Charing crofs, and rofe up at Queenhithe. 
No marvel though the prelates be a troublefome genera- 
tion, and, which way foever they turn them, put all things 
wto a foul difcompofure, when to maintain their domi- 
neering they feek tfius to rout and difarray the wife and 
wellcouclied order of Saint Paul's own words, ufing ei- 
ther a certain textual riot to Cfiop off the hands of the 
word prefbytery, or elfe a likckind of fimony to clap the 
word gift between them. Befides, if the verfe muft bo 
read according to this tran(pofition, /xif a/uiAci tS ht (ro\ 
X»oia'fAotTeg ri Trff(rj3uT£f/», it would be improper to call or- 
dination x^^oi<r/A«, whenas it is rather only ;^si'fia(r/Aft, an 
outward teftimony of approbation; unlefs they will 
make it a facraiiient, as the papifts do : but furely the 
prelates would have Saint Paul's words ramp one over 

another. 
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another^ as they ufe to climb into their livings and bi« 
fhoprics. 

Remonft. Neither need we give any other fatisfadlion 
to the pointy than from Saint Paul himfelf» S Timothy i» 
6. *^ Stir up the gift of Grod which is in thee by the im- 
pofitiqn of my hands ;'* mine, and not others. 

Aofw. Te are too quick ; this laft place is to be under- 
flood by the former ; as the law of method^ which bears 
chief fway in the art of teaching, requires^ that cleareft 
and plaineil expreflipns be fet foremoft^ to the end they 
may enlighten any following obfcurity ; and wherefore 
we (hould not attribute a right method to the teachable- 
nefs of fcripture, there can be no reafon given : to which 
method, if we Ihall now go contrary, befides the break* 
ing of a logical rule, which the Remonilrant hitherto we 
fee hath made little account of, we fhall alfo put a ma* 
nifeft violence and impropriety upon a known word 
againft his common fignification, in binding a collective 
to a lingular perfon. But if we fhall, as logic (or indeed 
reafon) inftnidls us, expound the latter place by the for- 
mer cited, and underiland *' by the impoiition of my 
hands,'* that is, of mine chiefly as an apoftle, with the 
ioint authority and affiflance of the prefbytery, there is 
nothing more ordinary or kindly in fpeech, than fuch a 
phrafe as expreiles only the chief in any a^ion, and un* 
derllands the reft. So that the impofition of Saint Paul's 
hands, without more expreflion in this place, cannot ex- 
clude the joint adl of the prefbytery afiumed by the for- 
mer text. 

Remonft. In the mean while fee, brethren, how you 
have with Simon fifhed ail night, and caught nothing. 

Anfw. If we fifhing with Simon the apoflle can catch 
nothing, fee what you can catch with Simon Magus ; lor 
all his hooks and filhing implements he bequeathed 
among you. 
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Remonft. We do again jirofcfs, that if our biAiops 
challenge any other power than was delegated to^ and 
required of Timothy and Titus, we Ihall yield them 
ufurpers. 

Anfw. Ye cannot compare an ordinary bifhop with 
Timothy, who was an extraordinary man, foretold and 
promifed to the church by many prophecies, and his 
name joined as collateral with St. Paul, in moll of his 
apoftolic epiftles, even where he writes to the biihops of 
other churches, aS thofe in Philippi. Nor can you prove 
out of the fcripture that Timothy was bifhop ot any par* • 
ticular place ; for that wherein it is faid in the third 
vcrfe of the firft epiftle, " As I befought thee to abide 
ftiU at Ephefus,** will be fuch a glofs to prove the con- 
ftitutlQn of a bifhop .by, as would not only be not fo 
good as a Bourdeaux glofs, but fcarce be received to 
Tamifh a vizard of Modona. All that can be gathered 
out of holy writ concerning Timothy is, that he was 
either an apoftle, or an apoftle's extraordinary vice- 
gerent, not confined to the charge of any place. The 
fikc may be faid of Titus, (as thofe words import in the 
5di veife) that he was for that caufe left in Crete, that 
he might fupply or proceed to fet in order that which 
St Paul in apofiolic manner had begun, for which he 
had his particular commiffion, as thofe words found '^ as 
I had appointed thee.*' So that what he did in Crete, 
cannot io much be thought the exercifc of an ordinary 
fimdUon, as the direction of an infpired mouth. No 
lets may be gathered from the 2 Cor. viii, 23. 

Remonil. You defcend to the angels of the feven 
Afian churches ; your fhift is, that me word angel is 
here taken colledlively, not individually. 

Anfw. That the word is collc6live, appears plainly. 
Revel, ii. 

Firft, Becaufe the text Itfclf expounds itfo; Rx hav- 
ing fpoken all the while as to the angel, the feventh 
verfe concludes, that this was fpoken to the churches. 
Now if the fpirit conclude coUedlively, and kept the 

fame 
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lame tenor all the way, for we fee not where he parti- 
cularizes j then certainly he muft begin colledlively, 
elfe the con(lru<Slk)n can be neither gramniatical nor 
logical. 

Secondly, If the word angel be individual, then arc 
the faults attributed to him individual : but they are 
fuch as for which God threatens to remove the candle- 
ftick out of its place, which is as much as to take away 
from that church the light of his truth ; and we cannot 
think he will do fo for one bifliop*s fault. Therefore 
thofe faults muft be underftood collective, and by confe- 
quence the fubje6l of them coUedlive. 

Thirdly, An individual cannot branch itfelf into ful>- 
individuals ; but this word angel doth in the tenth verfc. 
*' Fear none of thofe things which thou fhalt fuflfer ; be- 
hold the devil Ihall caft fome of you into prifon." And 
the Jike from other places of this and the following chap- 
ter may be obferved. Therefore it is no individiud 
word, but a coUeiSlive. 

Fourthly, In the 24th verfe this word Angel is made 
capable ot a pronoun plural, which could not be, unleis 
it were a colle6live. As for the fuppofed manufcript 
of Tocla, and two or three other copies tliat have 
expunged the copulative, we cannot prefer them before 
the more received reading, and we hope you will not, 
againft the tranflation of your mother the church of 
England, that paffed the revife of your chiefeft prelates : 
befides this, you will lay an unjufl cenfure upon the 
much- praifed bifhop of Thyatira, and reckon him among 
thofe that had the do6lrine of Jezebel, when the text 
fays, he only fufFered her. Whereas, if you will but let 
in a charitable conjumflion, as we know your fo much 
called for tharity will not deny, then you plainly ao- 
quit the bifhop, if you comprehend him in the name 
of angel, otherwife ypu leave his cafe very doubtful. 

Remcnft. '^Thou fufFereft thy wife Jezebel f* waS ihf 
wife to the whole company, or to one bilhop alone ? 

Anfw. Not to the whale company doubtlefs, for that 
had been worfe than to have been the Lcvite's wife in 
Gibcah : but here among all thofe that conftantly read it 
Otherwife, whom you trample upon, your good mother 

of 
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of England is down again in the throng, who with the reft 
reads it, ' that woman Jezebel :* but fuppofe it were wife, 
aman might as well interpret that word figuratively, as her 
name Jezebel no man doubts to be a borrowed name. 

Remonft. Yet what makes this for a diocefan bifhop? 
Much every way, 

Anfw. No more than a fpecial endorfertent could 
make to pufF up the foreman of a jury. If we deny you 
more precedence, than as the fenior of any fociety, or 
deny you this priority to be longer than annual ; prove 
you Uie contrary from hence, if you can. That you 
think to do from the title of eminence. Angel: alas, 
your wings are too (hort. It is not ordination nor 
jurifdi6lion that is angelical, but the heavenly meflage 
of the gofpeU which is the office of all minifters alike ; 
in which fenfe John the Baptift is called an Angel, which 
in Greek fignifies a mefienger, as oft as it is meant by a 
man, and might be fo rendered here without treafon to 
the hierarchy; but that the whole book foars to a pro- 
phetic pitch in types and allegories. Seeing then the 
reafon of this borrov/ed name is merely to fignify the 
preaching of the gofpel, and that this preaching equally 
appertains to the whole miniftry ; hence may be drawn 
a fifth argument, that if the realon of this borrowed 
name Angel be equally colleftive and communicative to 
the whole preaching miniftr)' of the place, then muft the 
name be coUeftively and communicatively taken ; but 
the reaibn, that is to fay, the office, of preaching and 
watching over the flock, is equally colledlive apd com- 
municative : therefore the borrowed name itfelf is to be 
underftood as equally collcdlivc and communicative to 
the whole preaching miniftry of the place. And if you 
will contend ftill for a fupcriority in one perfon, you 
muft ground it better than from this metaphor, which 
you may now deplore as the axehead that fell into the 
\vater, and fay, "Alas, matter, for it was borrowed;" 
unlefs you have as good a faculty to make iron fvvim, as 
you liad to make light froth fink. 

Remonft. What is, if this be not ordination and juiif- 
diclton? 

Anfw. Indeed in the confiitution and founding of a 
cliurch, that fome men infpired from Gud fhuuld have 

an 
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•n extraordinary calling to appoint, to order, and d 

muft needs be. So Mofes, though himfelf no 

fandtified and ordained Aaron and his fons ; bu( 

all needful things be fet, and regulated by the w 

of the apoftles, whether it be not a mere folly to k< 

a fuperior degree in the church only for ordinatic 

jurifdiflion, it will be no hurt to debate awhile. 

apoftles were the builders^ and, as it were, the arc 

of the chriflian church ; wherein confifted their 

lence above ordinary roinifters \ A prelate would 

commanding, in controlling, in appointing, in i 

to them, and fending from about them to all cou 

their bifliops and archbifhops as their deputies, ' 

kind of legantine power. No, no, vain prelate 

was but as the fcafiblding of a new edifice, whi 

the time muft board and overlook the higheft I 

ments ; but if the ftru6huie once finifhed, any paf 

fhould fall in love with them, and pray that they 

fiill ftand, as being a lingular grace and ftrengthen 

the houfe, who would otherwife think, but thi 

man was prefently to be laid hold on, and fent 

friends and kindred ? The eminence of the aj 

confifted in their powerful preaching, their unw 

labouring in the word, their unquenchable cl 

which, above all earthly refpefls, like a working : 

had fpun up to fuch a height of pure delire, as 

be thought next to that love which dwells in God t 

fouls ; which, while they did, they were contented 

the ofFscouring of the world, and to expofe them 

willingly to all afRi6lions, perfcdting thereby their 

through patience to a joy unfpeakable. As for oi 

tion, what is it, but the laying on of hands, an ou 

fign or fymbol of admiflion ? It creates nothing, it 

fers nothing ; it is the inward calling of God that i 

a minifter, and his own painful ftudy and diligeno 

manures and improves his minifierial gifts. In the p 

tive times, many, before ever they had received ordii 

from the apoftles, had done the church noble fcrvk 

Apollos and others. It is but an orderly fonn of recc 

a man already fitted, and committing to him a parti 

charge ; the employment of preaching is as holy, az 
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more excellent ; the care alfo and judgment to be ufed In 
the winning of fouls^ which is thought to be fufficient 
in everv worthy minifter, is an ability above that which 
is required in ordination : for many may be able to judge 
who is fit to be made a minifter, that would not be found 
fit to be made minifters themfelves ; as it will not be de« 
nied that he may be the competent judge of a neat pi&ure, 
or elegant poem^ that cannot limn the like. Why there* 
fim we fhould conftitute a fuperior order in the church 
to perform an ofSce which is not only every minifter*a 
iiindtioni but inferior alfo to that which he has a confefTed 

3' |;ht to ; and why this fuperiprity ihould remain thus 
Qrped, fome wife Epimenides teU us. Now for jurif- 
didiout this dear faint of the prelates, it will be beft to 
conlider, firft, what it is : that fovereign Lord^ who in 
the difcharge of his holy anointment fix)m God the Father^ 
which made him fupreme biihop of our fouls, was fo 
humble as to (ay, '* Who made me a judge, or a divider 
over yt, ?'* hath taught us that a churchman's jurifdi<Stion 
is no more but to watch over his flock in feafon, and out 
of feafon, to deal by fwect and efiicacioqs inffarudtions, 
gentle admonitions, and fometimes rounder reproofs : 
^gainfl negligence or obllinacy, will be required a rouf- 
ing volley of paflorly threaten ings ; againft a perfifling 
fivbbomnefs, or the fear of a reprobate fenfe, a timely 
feparation from the flock by that interdidlive fentence, 
'left his converfation unprohibited, or unbranded, might 
bieathe a peftilential murrain into the other fheep^ Itx 
Ana, his jurifdidtion is to fee the thriving and profpering 
of that which he hath planted : what other work the 
Srdates have found for chancellors and fuf&agans, dele- 
Bites and officials, with all the Hell-peilering rabble of 
Himners and apparitors, is but an invalion upon the 
temporal magifirate, and affedled by them as men that 
ve not afhamed of the enfign and banner of antichrifl. 
But true evangelical jurifdidlion or difcipline is no more, 
at was laid, than for a miiiifler to fee to the thriving and 
pofpcring of that which he hath planted. And which 
itthe wortfaieft work of thefetwo, to plant as every mi- 
lker's office is equally with the biihops, or to tend that 
^hich is planted, which the blind and undifccming 

prelate^ 
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prelates call jurifdidlion, and would appropriate to them-^ 
felves as a bufinefs of higher dignity ? Have patience 
therefore a little, and hear a law cafe. A certain roan of 
large poffefRons had a fair garden, and kept therein an 
honeil and laborious fervant, whofe ikill and profeflion 
was to fet or fow all wholefome herbs, and delightful 
flowers, according to every fcafon, and whatever elfe was 
to be done in a well-hufbanded nurfery of plants and 
fruits. Now, when the time was come that he Ihould 
cut his hedges, prune his trees, look to his tender ^ips^ 
and pluck up the weeds that hindered their growth, he 
gets him up by break of day, and makes account to dcr 
what was needful in his garden ; and who would thinly 
that any other fhould know better than he how the day* 
work was to be fpent ? Yet for all this there com^ 
another ftrange gardener that never knew the foil, nev^ 
handled a dibble or fpade to fet the lead potherb 
grew there, much lefs had endured an hour's fweat 
chilnefs, and yet challenges as his right the binding ^^ 
unbinding of every flower, the clipping of every bulTSi 
the weeding and wOTming of every bed, both in that avic 
all other gardens thereabout. The honeft gardener, thiiit 
ever fince the daypeep, till now the fun was gro^pvn 
fomewhat rank, had wrought painfully about his banis 
and feedplots, at his commanding voice turns fudden/y 
about with fome wonder ; and although he could have 
well betecmed to have thanked him of the cafe be prof* 
ferred, yet loving his own handywork, modeftly refiifed 
him, telling him withal, that, for his part, if he had 
thought much of his own pains, he could for once have 
committed the work to one of his fellow labourers, for 
as much as it is well known to be a matter of lefs fldB 
and lefs labour to keep a garden handfome, than it is to 
plant it, or contrive it, and that he had already perfonned 
himfelf. No, faid the ftranger, this is neither for yoo 
nor your fellov/s to meddle with, but for me only that 
am for this purpofe in dignity far above you ; and the 
provifion which the Lord of the foil allows me in 'tbit 
oflice is, and that with good reafon, tenfold your wagca* 
The gardener fmilcd and fliook his head ; but what wi§ \ 

determined 
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rmined, I cannot tell you till the end df this parlia- 
It 

tmonR. If in time you fhall fee wooden chalices^ 
wooden priefts, thank yourfelves.' 
nfw. It had been happy for this land, if your priefts 
been but only wooden ; all England know^ they 
i been to this ifland not wood, but wormwood, that 
) infected the third part of our waters, like that apof- 
ftar in the Revelation, that many fouls have died of 
•bittemefs; and if you mean by wooden, illiterate 
ontemptible, there was no want of that fort among 
; and their number increafing daily, as their lazinefs, 
' tavern hunting, their neglect of all found literature, 
their liking of dollifli and monaflical fchoolmen 
r increafed. ^ What, Ihould I tell you how the uni- 
ties, that men look fhould.be fountains of learning 
knowledge, have been poifoned and choaked under 
' governance ? And if to be wooden, be to be bafe, 
re could there be found among all the reformed 
ches, nay in the church of Rome itfelf, a bafer brood 
altering and time-ferving priefts ? according as God 
ounces by Ifaiah, the prophet that teaeheth lies, he 
€ tail. As for your young fcholars, that petitioti 
liihoprics and deaneries to encoura^ them m their 
es, and that many gentlemen elfe will not put their 
to learning s away with fuch young mercenary ftrip- 
I, and their ftmoniacal fathers ; God has no need of 
,they have no part or lot in his vineyard : they may 
dl fue for nunneries, that they may have fome con« 
snt ftowa^e for their withered daughters, becaufr 
cannot give them portions anfwerable to the pride 
vanity \hey have bred them in. This is the root of 
or mifchief, that which they allege for the encou- 
cnent of their iludies fhould be cut away forewith as 
very bait of pride and ambitioui the very garbage 
draws together all the fowls of prey and ravin m 
and to come and gorge upon the church. How 
it be but ever unhappy to the church of Englandy 
e (he fhall think to entice men to the pure fervicc 
od by the fame means that were ufed to tempt our 
)ur to the fervice of the devil, by laying before him 
3L. I. O honour 
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honour and preferment ? Fit profeflbrs indeed arc tlic] 
like to be, to teach others that godlinefs with content i 
great gain, whenas their godlinefs of teaching had no 
been but for worldly gain. The heathen philofopher 
thought that viitue was for its own fake ineflimable, an( 
the greateft gain of a teacher to make a foul virtuous 
fo Xenophon writes of Socrates, who never bargainee 
with any for teaching them ; he feared not left thole wh« 
had received fo high a benefit from him, would not c 
their own free will return him all poflible thanks. Ws 
moral viiiue fo lovely, and fo alluring, and heathen me 
fo enamoured of her, as to teach and ftudy her wi^ 
greateft negle<Sl and contempt of worldly profit and 9Lm 
vancemcnt r And is chriilian piety fo homely and 
unpleafant, and chriilian men fo cloyed with her, as tki 
none will ftudy and teach her, but for lucre and prei% 
ment ! O ftralegrown piety ! O gofpel mted as cheap i 
thy raaftcr, at thirty pence, and not worth the ftudj 
unlefs thou canft buy thole that will fell thee ! O race 6 
Capernaitans, fcnfclefs of divine dodlrine, and capable 
only of loaves and bellychcer ! But they will grant, per- 
haps, piety may thrive, but learning will decay : I would 
fain aftc thefe men at whofc hands they feek inferiovr 
things, as wealth, honour, their dainty fare, their lo(h 
houfes ? No doubt but they will foon.anfwer, that all 
thefe things they feek at God*s hands.^^^ Do they think 
then that all thefe meaner and fuperflubus thingstfOfD^ 
from God, and the divine gift of leamingv^from twdcn 
of Plutus, or the cave of Mammon ? Certainly ncv^ any 
clear fpirit nurfed up from brighter influences, with * 
foul enlarged to the dimcnfton^ of fpacious art and hi^ 
knowledge, ever entered there but with fcom, and 
thought it ever foul difdain to make pelf or ambkion 
the reward of his ftudies ; it being the greateft hompiM 
the greateft fruit and proficiency of learned ftudies 1* 
defpife thefe things. Not liberal fcience, but illibciil 
muft that needs be, that mounts in contemplation oieit^ 
for money. And what would it avail us to have ahtiPC^ 
ling clergy, though never fo learned ? For fuch can ha^ 
neither true wifdora nor grace ; and then in vain d^ 

men tryfl in learning, where thefe be wanting. If J* 

lc6 
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Icfs noble and almoft mechanic arts, according to the 

definitions of thole authors, he is not eftcemed to delerve 

the name of a complete architect, an excellent painter, 

or the like, that bcai*s not a generous mind above the 

peafantly regard of wages and hire ; much more muft we 

think him a moil imperfect, and incomplete divine, who 

]S fo far from being a contemner of filthy lucre, that his 

w^hole divinity is moulded and bred up in the beggarly 

and brutifh hopes of a fat prebendary, deanery, or bi- 

Ihopric ; which poor and lowpitched defires, if they do 

but mix with thofe other heavenly intentions that draw 

^ man to this (ludy, it is jiiiUy expeded that they fhould 

bring forth a baicbom iflue of divinity, like that of thofe 

imperfeiSt and putrid creatures that receive a crawling 

life from two moft unlike procreants, the fun and mud. 

And in matters of religion, there is not any thing more 

intolerable than a learned fool, or a learned hypocrite ; 

the one is ever cooped up at his empty fpeculations, 

a fot, an ideot for any ufe that mankind can make of 

hm, or elfe fowing the world with nice and idle quef- 

tions, and with much toil and difficulty wading to his 

Auditors up to the eyebrows in deep ihallows that wet 

not the inftep : a plain unlearned man that lives well 

by that light which he has, is better and wilcr, and edifies 

^MhcTs more towards a godly and happy life than he. 

Tlii! other is flill uting his fophiAicated arts, and bend* 

log all his fludies how to make his infatiate avarice and 

tmbition feem pious and onhodoxal, by painting his 

kivd and deceitful })rinciples with a Iniooth and glofly 

varniih in a doc^hinal way, to bring about liis wickcdeft 

purpofes. Inftcad of the grcat harm tlicrcforc that thcfe 

n»en fear upon the diflblving of pi dates, what an eafe 

and happincfs will it be to us, when tempting rewards 

an: taken away, that thecunningeli and moft dangerous 

nicrcenarics will ceafc of themlcivcs to frequent the fold, 

*hora otherwile fc^rce all the prayers of the faithful 

^uld have kept hack from devouring the flock ! But 

* tme paftor of ChrilVs fending Imih this efpec ial mark, 

that for gieatcft labours and greatelt merits in the church, 

ht rcrquires either noliiing, if he could fo fublift, or a very 

common and reafonablc fupply of human ncccflarics : 

O i: we 
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we cannot therefore do better than to leave this care of 
ours to Grod, he can eafily fend labourers into his harveft, 
that ihall not cry Give, give, but be contented with a 
moderate and belceniing allowance ; nor will he fuffer 
true learning to be wanting, where true grace and our 
obedience to him abounds : for if he give us to know 
him aright, and to pradlife this our knowledge in right 
eftablifhed difcipline, how much more will he repleniih 
us with all abilities in tongues and arts, that may con- 
duce to his glory and our good ! He can fiir up rich 
fathers to bellow cxquilite education upon their chil- 
dren, and fo dedicate them to the fervice of the gpfpel ; 
he can make the fons of nobles his miniflers, and princet 
to be his Nazarites ; for certainly there is no employment 
more honourable^ more worthy to take up a gi^at fpirit, 
more r^uiring a generous and free nurturcj than to be 
the meflenger and herald of heavenly tnith from God to 
man, and, by the faithful work of holv doctrine, to pro* 
treate a number of faithful men, making a kind of ere* 
ation like to God*s, by infuiing his fpirit and likeneft 
into them, to their falvation, as God did into him ; 
arilin^ to what climate foever he turn him, like that Son 
of righteoufnefs that fent him, with healing in his wing^ 
and new light to break in upon the chill and gloomy 
hearts of his hearers, railing out of darkfome barrenndb 
a delicious and fragrant fpnng of faving knowledge, and 
good works. Can a man, dius employed, find himfelf dif- 
contented, or difhonoured for want of admittance to have 
a pragmatical voice at feflions and jail deliveries ? Or 
becaufe he may not as a judge (it out the wrangling noife 
of litigious courts to Ihrive the purfes of unconfeifiiu; 
and unmortified iinnersi and not their fouls, or be dil^ 
couraged though men call him not lord, whcnas the due 
performance of his oflice would gain him, even from lords 
and princes, the voluntary title of father ? Would he tug 
for a barony to lit and vote in parliament, knowing that 
no man can take from him the gift of wifdom and toond 
doArine, which leaves him free, though not to be a 
member, yet a teacher and perfuader of the parliament? 
And in all wife apprehenfions the perfuafive power in 
man to win others to goodnefs by inflrudUou is greater/ 

and 
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more divine, than the compulfive power to reftrain 
I from being evil by terrour of the law ; and therefore 
ift left Mofes to be the lawgiver, but himfelf cama 
m amongft us to be a teacher, witli which office his 
7enly wifdom was fo well pleafed, as that he was 
ry with thofe that would have put a piece of temporal 
cature into his hands, difclaiming that he had any 
imiflion from above for fuch matters, 
uch a high calling therefore as this, fends not for 
c drofly fpirits that need the lure and whiftle of 
hly preferment, like thofe animals that fetch and 
y for a morfcl ; no. She can find fuch as therefore 
ly her precepts, becaufe (he teaches to defpife prefer- 
it And let not thofe wretched Others think they 
1 impoverifh the church of willing and able fupplir, 
jgh they keep back their fordid fperm, begotten m 

luftinefs of their avarice, and turn thAn to their 
ting kilns ; rather let them take heed what IciTons 
r inftil into that lump of flelh which they are the 
fe of; left, thinking to ofier him as a prefent to God, 
r difh him out for the devil. Let the novice learn 

to renounce the world, and fo give himfelf to God^ 

not therefore give himfelf to God, that he may clofe 
better with the world, like that falfc Ihepherd Pali- 
e in the eclogue of May, under whom the poet lively 
bnates our prelates, whofe whole life is a recantation 
beir paftoral vow, and whofe profcllion to forfake the 
Id, as they ufe the matter, bogs them deeper into the 
Id. Thofe our admired Spenler inveighs againft^ not 
lout fome prefage of thefe reforming times : 

The time wan once and may again return, 
(For oft may happen that luith been beforn) 
When (hepherds bad none inheritance, 
Ne of land nor fee in fufllenincey 
But what might arife of the bare (beep, 
(Were it more or lefs,) which they did keep. 
Well ywiji was it with ihepberdt thO| 
Nought having, nought feared th^ to forego 1 
For Pan himfelf was their inheritance. 
And little them ferv'd for their maintenanoe : 
The Ihrpbcrds God fo well them guided. 
That ol nought they were unprovided. 

O 3 Butter 
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Batter enough, honey, milk and whey. 

And their flock fleeces them to array. 

But tra6i of time, and lung profpcirity ^ 

(That nurfc of vice, thi» of infolcncy) 

LuU'd the (hepherds in fuch fecurity. 

That not content with loyal obeyiance. 

Some gan to gape for greedy governance. 

And match themfeives with mighty potentates. 

Lovers of lordfhips, and troublers of dates. 

Tho gan fliepherds fwain^ to looke aloft,. 

And leave to live hard, and learne to lig f<^. 

Tho under colour of lli^pherds J'ome while 

There crept in wolves full of fraud and guile. 

That often devoured iheir own (heop. 

And often the fliepherd th^t did thcin keep. 

This was the firll Iburce of fliepherds foirow. 

That now nill be quit with bale, nor borrow. 

By all this we may conjcdurc, how little \vc need fear 
that the ungilding of our prelates will prove the wood- 
. ening of our priefts. In the mean while let no man carry 
in his head cither fuch narrow or fuch evil eyes, as not 
to look upon the churches of Bclgia and Helvetia, and 
that envied city Geneva ; where in the chriflian wcnrld 
doth learning more flourifh than in thefe places ? Not 
among your beloved jefuits, nor their favourers, though 
you take all the prelates into the number, and inflaoce 
m what kind of learning you plcafc. And how in 
England all noble fcicnccs attending upon the train of 
chriflian doctrine may flourifli more than ever; and 
how the able profcffors of every art may with ample fii- 
pcnds be honeftly provided ; and finally, how there may 
be better care had that their hearers may benefit by theniy 
and all this without the prelates; the courfes are fo 
many and fo eafy, that I fhall pafs them over. 

Remonfi:. It is God that makes the bifhop, the king 
that gives the bifliopric ; what can you fay to this ? 

Anfw. What you fhall not long flay for: we fay it is 
God that makes a bifhop, and the devil that makes him 
take a prelatical bifhopric; as for the king's gift, regal 
bounty may be excufable in giving, where the bifhop's 
covetoufnefs is damnable in taking. 

Remonfl. Many eminent divines of tlie churches 
abroad have earnedly wilhed themfeives in our condition. 

Anfw. 
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Anfw. I cannot blame them, thc}' were not only emi- 
nent but fupercmincnt divines, and for ftoniach much 
like to Pompcy the great, that could endure no equal. 

Remonft. The Babylonian note founds .well in your 
cars, " Down with it, down with it, even to the ground." 

Anfw. You miiUke the matter, it was the Edomitidi 
note ; but change it, and if you be an angel, cry with 
the angel, ^^ It is fallen, it is fallen/* 

Kemonft. But the God of Heaven will, we hope, vin- 
dicate his own ordinance fo long perpetuated to his 
church. 

Anfwr* Go rather to your god of this world, and fee 
if he can vindicate your lordfhips, your temporal and 
fpirituai tyrannies, and all your pelf; for the God of 
Heaven is already come down to vindicate his ordinance' 
fix>m your fo long perpetuated ufurpation. 

RemoniL. If yet you can blufh. 

Anfw. This is a more Edomitiih conceit than the 
former, and muft be lilenced with a counter quip of ihe 
fame country. So often and fo unfavourily has it been 
repeated, that the reader may well cry, Down with it, 
down with it, for Ihame. A man would think you had 
eaten overliberally of Efau's red porridge, and from 
thence dream continually of blufhing; or perhaps, to 
heighten your fancy in writing, arc wont to fit in your 
dodor*s Icarlet, which through your eyes infcdling your 
pregnant imaginative with a red futfufion, begets a 
continual thought of blufhing : that you thus perfecute 
ingenuous men over all your book, with this one ovei^ 
tired rubrical conceit ilill of blufhing ; but if you have 
no mercy upon them, yet fpare yourfelf, left you bejade 
the good galloway, your own opiniatre wit, and make 
the very conceit itiielt hlufh with fpurgalling. 

Remonft. The fcandals of our inleriour minifters I 
defired to have had lefs public. 

Anfw. And what your fuperiour archbifliop or bi- 
ihops ? O forbid to have it told in Gath 1 fay you. O 
dauber ! and therefore remove not impieties from Ifrael. 
Conftantine might have done more juftly to have pu- 
nifhed thofe clergieal faults which he could not conceal, 
than to leave them unpuniihed^ that they might remaia 
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concealed : better had it been for him, that the heathen 
had heard the fame of his juftice, than of his wilful con- 
nivance and partiality ; and fo the name of God and his 
truth had been lefs blafphcmed among his enemies, and 
the clergy amended^ which dailyi by this impunity, 
grew worfe and worfe. But, O to pubiiih in the ftreets 
of Afcalon ! fure fome* colony of puritans have taken 
Afcalon from the Turk lately, Uiat the Remonftrant is fo 
afraid of Afcalon. The papiils we know condole you, 
and neither Conflantinople nor your neighbours <^ 
Morocco trouble you. What other Afcalon can you 
allude to ? • 

Remonft. What a death it is to think of the fport and 
advantage thefe watchful enemies, thefe oppofite fpedla- 
tors, will be fure to make of our (in and fliame ? 

Anfw. This is but to fling and finiggle under the ine- 
vitable net of God, that now begins to environ you 
round. 

Remonft. No one clergy in the whole chrlftian world 
yields fo many eminent fcholars, learned preachers, grave, 
holy, and accompliftied divines, as this church of £ng« 
land doth at this day. 

Anfw. Ha, ha, ha! 

Remonft. And long, and ever may it thus floariflu 

Anfw. O peftilent imprecation ! flouriih as it does at 
this day in the prelates ? 

Remonft. But O forbid to have it told in Gath ! 

Anfw.' Forbid him rather, facred parliament, to vio- 
late the fenfe of fcripture, and turn that which is fpoken 
of the afHiftions of the church under her pagan enemies, 
to a pargetted concealment of thofe prclatical crying 
(ins: for from thefe is prophanenefs gone forth into all 
the land ; they have hid their eyes from the fabbaths of 
the Lord ; they'have fed themfclves, and not their flocks^ 
with force and cruelty have they ruled over God's pco* 
pie : they have fed his iheep (contrary to that which 
St. Peter writes) not of a ready mind, but for filthy lucre; 
not as examples to the flock, but as being lords over 
God*s heritage : and yet this, dauber would daub ftili 
with his untempered mortar -But hearken what God 
fays by the prophet Ezekiel^ ^^ Say unto them that daub 

this 
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this wall with untempered mortar, that it fhall fall; there 
ihall be an overflowing Ihower, and ye, () great hail- 
ftones, (ball fall, and a (lormy wind (hall rend it» and I 
will lay unto you, the wall is no more^ neither they that 
daubed it.** 

Rernonft. Whether of us ihall give a better account 
of our charity to the God of peace, I appeal. 

Anfw. Your charity is much to your fellow-ofienders, 
but nothing to the numberlefs fouls that have been loft 
by their falfe feeding : ufe not therefore fo (illily the 
name of charity, as moft commonly you- do« and the 
peaceful attribute of God to a prepofterous end. 

Remonft. In the next fedtion, like illbred fons, you 
ipit in the face of your mother the church of England. 

Anfw. What diould we do or fay to this Remon- 
firant, that by his idle and (hallow reafonings, feems to 
have been converfant in no divinity, but that which is 
colourable to uphold biihoprics ? we acknowledge, and 
believe, the catholic reformed church ; and if any man 
be difpofed to ufe a trope or figure, as St. Paul did in 
calling her the common mother of us all, let him do as' 
his own rhetoric (hall perfuade him If therefore wc muft 
needs have a mother, and it* the catholic church only be» 
and muft be (he, let all genealogy tell us, if it can, what 
we muft call the church of England, unlets we (hall make 
every *engli(h proteOant a kind of poetical Bacchus, to 
have two mothers : but mark, readers, the crafty fcope 
of thefe prelates ; they endeavour to imprefs deeply into 
weak and fuperfiitious Ancles, the -awful notion of a 
mother, that hereby they might cheat them into a blind 
and implicit obedience to whatfoever they (hall decree 
or think fit And if we come to afk a reafon of aught 
ftom our dear mother, (he is invifible, under the lock 
and key of the prelates her fpiritual adulterers ; they only 
are the internuncios, or the gobetwtrens, of this trim 
dcfifed mummery : whatfoever they (ay, (he fays muft 
be a deadly fin of difobedience not to believe. So that 
we, who by God's fpecial grace have (haken off* the fer- 
vitude of a great male tyrant, our pretended fiither the 
pope, fhould now, if we be not betimes aware of thefe 
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wily teachers, fink under the flavery of a female' notion 
the cloudy conception of a demy-^ifland mother; anc 
while we think to be obedient fons* ihould make out 
felves rather the bafiards^ or the centaurs of their fpiri 
tual fornications. 

Remonft. Take heed of the ravens of the valley. 

Anfw. The ravens we are to take heed of are yout 
felves, that would peck out the eyes of all knowin 
chrifiians. 

Remonft. Sit you merry, brethren. 

Anfw* So we ihall when the furies of prelatical con 
fciences will not give them leave to do fo. 

Queries. Whether they would not jeopard their eai 
rather, Sec. 

Anfw. A punifhment that awaits the merits of you 
bold accomplices, for the lopping, and iligmatizing c 
fb many freebom chriftians* 

Remonft. Whether the profefied flovenlinefs in GodI 
fervice, &c. 

Anfw. We have heard of Aaron and his linen amic 
but thofe days are paft ; and for your prieft under t^ 
gofpel, that thinks himfelf the purer or the cleanlier 
bis office for his nevirwalhed furplice, we efteem h : 
for fanftity litde better than ApoUonius Thyanaeus 
bis white frock, or the prieft of Ifis in his lawn fleeve 
and they may all for hoUnefs lie together in the fuds. 

Remonft. Whether it were not moft lawful and ju 
to punifh your prefumption and difobedience. 

Anfw. The puniftiing of that which you call ot 
prefumption and difobedience, lies not now within di 
execution of ^our fangs ; the merciful God above, aa 
our juft parliament will deliver us from your Ephefit 
beaftsj your cruel Nimrods, with whom we fhall be eve 
fearlefs to encounter. 

Remonft. Grod give you wifdom to fee the truth, an 
grace to follow it. 

Anfw. I wifh the like to all thofe that refift not tl 
Holy Ghoft; forof fuch God commands Jeremiah, fayiqi 
^' Pray not thou for them, neither lift up cry or vnji 
for them^ neither make interceifion to me, for I will ni 
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hear thcc ;•' and of fuch St John fadth, « He that bids 
them God fpeed, is partaker of their evil deeds." 

TO THB POSTCHIPT. 

Rcmonil. Ai goodly pafquin borrowed (or a great 
part out of Sion's plea, or the brcviate confifting of a 
rhapfody of hiftories. 

Anfw. How wittily you tell us what your wonted 
courfe is upon the like occalion: the colle£tion was 
taken, be it known to you, from as authentic authors in 
this kind, as any in a biihop*s library ; and the colledlor 
of it fays moreover, that if the like occafion come again, 
he (hall lets need the help of breviates, or hiftorical 
rhapfodies, than your reverence to eke out your fcrmon- 
ings Ihall need repair to poftils or poliantheas. 

Kemonfl. Tliey were bifliops, you fay, true, but they 
iwere popiih bifhops. 

Anfw. Since you would bind us to your jurifdi<5lion 
by their canon law, fince you would enforce upon us 
the old riffraff of Sarum, and other monaftical reliques; 
lince you live upon their unjuft purchafcs, allege their • 
siiithorities, boaft of their fucccflion, walk in their fleps, 
ttdr pride, their titles, their covctoul'nefs, their P^rfe- 
cudng of God's people; fincc you difclaim their actions, 
sind build their fepulchres, it is mod jufl that all their ' 
Aults ihould be imputed to you, and their iniquities 
vifited upon you. 

Rempnfl. Could you fee no colleges, no hofpitals 
built? ' 

Anfw. At that primero of piety, the pope and car- 
<3inals are the better gamellers, and will cog a die into 
Heaven be fore you. 

Remonft. No churches reedified ? 

Anfw. Yes, more churches than fouls, 

Remonft. No learned volumes writ ? 

Anfw. So did the mifcreant bifhop of Spalato write 
learned volumes againft the pope, and run to Rome 
when he had done : ye write them in your clofets, and 
uowrite them in your courts ; hot volumins and cold 
bilhops ; a fwaflibuckler againil the pope, and a dor* 
QK)ufe againft the devil, while the whole diocefe be fown 
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with tares, and none to refift the enemy, but fuch as 
]et him in at the poflern ; a rate fuperintendent at Rome^ 
and a cipher at home. Hypocrites ! the gofpel faith- 
fully preached to the poor, the defolate parifhes viiited 
and duly fed } loiterers thrown out, wolves driven from 
the fold, had been a better confutation of the pope and 
mafs, than whole hecatontomes of controverfies ; and all 
this careering with fpear in reft, and thvmdering upon 
the fteel cap of Baronius or Bellarmine. 

Remonft. No feduced perfons reclaimed ? 

Anfw. More reclaimed perfons feduced« 

Remonft. No hofpitality kept ? 

Anfw. Bacchanalias good ftore in every bifhop*8 fa* 
mily, and good gleeking. 

Remonft. No great om^nders punifhed ? 

Anfw. The trophies of your high commiilion are 
renowned. 

Remonft. No good offices done for the public ? 

Anfw. Yes, the good office of reducing monarchy to 
tyranny, of breaking pacifications, and calumniating the 
people to the king. • 

Remonft. No care of the peace of the church ? 
' Anfw. No, nor of the land $ witnefs the two armies 
in the North, that now lie plundered, and overrun by 
a liturgy. 

Remonft. No diligence in preaching ? 

Anfw. Scarce any preaching at all. 

Remonft. No hoUnefs in living ? 

Anfw. No. 

Remonft. Truly, brethren, I can fay no more^ but that 
the fault is in your eyes. 

Anfw. If you can (ay no more than this, you were s 
proper Remonftrant to ftand up for the whole tribe ! 

Remonft. Wipe them and look better. 

Anfw. Wipe your fat corpulencies out of our light* 

Remonft. Yea, I befeech God to open them rather 
that they may lee good. 

Anfw. If you mean good prelates, let be yourpn^er^ 
Alk not impoffibilities. 

Remonft. As for that proverb, ^ the bifhop's foot hath 
been in it,* it were more fit for a Scurra in Trivio^ or fome 
ribald upon an alebcnch. 

Anfw. 
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AaTw. The fitter for them then of whom it was meant. 

• 

Remonft. I doubt not bat they will fay, the bifliop*s 
fool hath been in your book, for I am fare it is quite 
fpciied by this juft confutation ; for your proverb^ Sapit 
ollam. 

Anfw. Spoiled, quoth ye ? Indeed it is fo fpoiled, as a 
good fong is (poiled by a lewd finger ; os as the faying is, 
** God fends meat, but the cooks work their wills :*' in 
that fenfe we grant your bilhoo's foot may have fpoiled 
it, and made it <^ Sapere ollam,* if not«*^ ikperc aulam ;** 
)¥hich is the fame in old Latin, and periiaps in plain 
Encliih. For certain your confutation hath achieved 
Do^iDS agtinil it, and left nothing upon it, but a foul 
tafie of vonr ficillet foot, and a more perfe6l and diftin* 
gaiihable odour of your focks, than of your nightcap. 
And how the biihop fhould confute a book with his 
footy unleis his brains were droppftl into his great toe^ 
I cannot niieet with any man that can refolve me ; only 
they tell me that certainly fuch a confutation muft needs 
bejRHity. So much for the biihop*s foot 

Remcmft. You tell us of Bonner*s broth ; it is the 
faflnon in fome countries to fend in their keal in the 
laft fervice, and tliis it fecms is the manner among our 
Soie6tymnuans. 

Anfw. Your latter fervice at the high altar you mean : 
but foft^ fir, the feaft was but begun, the broth was your 
own^ you have been inviting the land to it this fouricore 
years ; and fo long we have been your fiaves to ferve it 
up for you, much again ft our wills : we know you have 
the boA to it, ready in your kitchens, we are fure it 
was i||fDoft fod before this parliament begun ; what di* 
refiioil.you have given fince to your cooks, to fet it by in 
the pantry till fome fitter time, we know not, and there- 
fore your dear jeft is loft ; this broth was but your firft 
fervice : alas, fir, why do yofjjdelude your guefts ? Why 
do taiot thofe goodly flanks and briikets march up in 
your flately chargers ? Doubtlefs if need . be, the pope 
that owes you for moUtfyirig the matter fo well with him, 
and making him a true churchy will fumifh you with all 
the fat oxen of Italy. 

Remonft. Learned afid worthy doAor Moulin ihaU 
Idl them. 

Anfw. 
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Aiifw. Moulin fays in his book of the calling of paf- 
tors, that bccaufe bilhops were the reformers of tlic 
Englifh church, therefore they were left remaining : this 
argument is but of fmall force to keep you in your 
cathedrals. For firft it may be denied that bilhops were 
our firft reformers, for WicklifF was before them, and 
his e^gious labours are not to be ncgleAed : befidc^^ 
our bifliops were in this work but the difciples of priefts, 
and began the reformation before they were bifhops. 
But what though Luther and otlier monks were the 
reformers of other places ? Does it follow therefore that 
monks ought to continue? No^ though Luther had 
taught fo. And laftly, Moulin*s argument directly makes 
agamft you ; for if there be nothing in it but this, bi- 
lhops were left ^remaining becaufe they were reformenp 
of the church, by as good a confequencc therefoi-e they 
arc now to be removed, becaufe they have been the 
moft certain deformers and ruineiB of the church. Thus 
^u fee how little it avails you to take fan<5luary among 
thofe churches which in the general fcope of your a&ions 
formerly you have difregarded and defpifcd ; however^ 
your fair words would now fmooth it over otherwife. 

Remonft. Our biihops, fome whereof being crowned 
with martyrdom, fubfcribed the gofpel with their blood. 

Anfw. xou boaft much of mart3rrs to uphold your 
epifcopacy ; but if you would call to mind what Eufebius 
in his fifth book recites from Apollinarius of Hierapolis, 
you fhould then hear it efteemed no other than an old 
heretical argument, to prove a pofition true, becaufe 
fome that held it were martyrs; this was that which 
gave boldnefs to the Marcionifls and Cataphryges to 
avouch their impious herefies for pious dodlrine, becaufe 
they could reckon many martyrs of their feft ; and when 
they were confuted in other points, this was ever their 
iaft and ftoutcft plea. 

Kemonft. In tlic mean time I befeech the God of Hea^ 
yen to humble you. 

Anfw. We ihall befeech the fame God to give yoo 
a more profitable and pertinent humiliation than yet yoa 
know, and' a Icfs miftaken charitablencis, with that 
which you have hitherto fo pcncrfcly mifaife6led, 
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MFf readers, to that fame great difBculty of well-doing 
.what we certainly know, were not added in moft men as 
,great a careleiTnefs of knowing what they and othem 
4iught to do, we had been long ere this, no doubt but all 
of usy much farther on our way to fome degree of peace 
and happinefs in this kingdom. But fince our finful 
lM^r|e£t of prai^iiing that which we know to be undoubt- 
iedly true and good^ hath brought forth among us, 
through God*s juft anger, fo great a difficulty now to 
know that which otherwife might be foon learnt, and 
•hath divided us bv a controverfy of great importance 
indeed, but of no nard folution, which is tlie more our 
poniihment ; I refolved (of what fmall moment foever 
I might be thought) to ftand on that (ide where I faw 
both the plain authority of fcripture leading, and the 
iriifoQ of juftice oiki equity perfuading ; with this opi- 
niODy which efteems it more unlike a chriftian to be a 
cold neuter in the caufe of the church, than the law of 
Solon made it puniihable after a fedition in the ftate« 
And becaufe I obferve that fear and dull difpofition, luke- 
warmnefs and floth, are not ieldomer wont to cloak them- 
felves under the afFedled name of moderation, than true 
and lively zeal is cuftomably difparaged with the term 
of indifcxelion, bittemcfs, and choler; I could not to 
sny thinking honour a good caufe more from the heart, 
than by defending it earncilty, as oft as I could judge 
it to behove me, notwithftanding any falfe name that 
ooold be invented to wrong or undervalue an honeft 
meaning. Wherein although I have not doubted to 
fingle forth more than once fuch of them as were thought 
the chief and moft nominated oppofers on the other fide, 
whom no man clfe undertook ; if I have done well 
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cither to be confident of the truth, whofc force is beft fecii 
againfl the ablefl reiiftancey or to be jealous and tender 
of the hurt that might be done among the weaker by the 
intrapping authority of great names titled to falie opi- 
nions; or that it be lawful to attribuns ' fomewhat to 
gifts of 6od*8 imparting, which I boail nof , but th&nk« 
fully acknowledge, and fear alfo left at my certain ac- 
count they be reckoned to me rather many than few ; or 
if laflly it be but juilice not to defraud of flue eileem the 
weariiome labours and ftudious watchings, wherein I 
have fpent and tired out almoft a whole youth, I ihaU 
not diflruft to be acquitted of prefumption : knowing 
that if heretofore all ages have received with favour and 
;ood acceptance the early induftry of him that hath been 
lopeful, it were but hard meafure now, if the freedom 
of any timely fpirit ihould be opprefled merely by the 
big and blunted fame of his elder adverfary ; and that 
his fufiiciency muft be now fentenced, not by ponder- 
ing the reafon he (hows, but by calculating the years he 
brings. However as my purpofe is not, nor hath been 
formerly, to look on my adverfary abroad, through the 
deceiving glafs of other men*s great opinion of him, but 
at home, where I may find him in the proper light of 
his own worth ; fo now againft the rancour of an evil 
tongue, from which I never thought fo abfurdly, as that 
I of all men ihould be exempt, I muft be forced to pro- 
ceed from the unfeigned and diligent inquiry of my own 
confcience at home (for better way I know not, readers) 
to give a more true account of myfclf abroad than this 
modeft confuter. as he calls himfelf, hath given of me. 
Albeit, that in doing this, I fhall be fenfible of two 
things which to me will be notliing pleafant ; the one 
is, that not unlikely I fhall be thought too much a p8r(| 
in mine own caufe, and therein to fee Icafi : the other, 
that I fhall be put unwillingly to molefl the jpublic view 
with the vindication of a private name ; as if it woe 
worth the while that the people (hould care whether 
fuch a one were thus, or thus. Yet thofe I entreat who 
have found the ieifure to read that name, however of 
iinall repute, unworthily defamed, would be fo good ai4 
fo patient as to hear the fame perfbn not unneedfiil^ 
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lefendecL I will not deny but that the bed apology againft 
alfe accufers is iilence and fufFerancei and honeft deeds 
ct againft diihoneft words. And that I could at this 
ime moft eafily and fecurely, with the leaft lofs of 
eputation, ufe no other defence, I need not defpair to 
nn belief; whether \ confider both the foolifh contriv- 
Dg and ridiculous aiming of thefe his ilanderous bolts, 
hot fo wide of any fufpicion to be fisiftened on me, that 
! have oft with inward contentment perceived my friends 
migratulating themf elves in my innocence, and my ene- 
mes aihamed of their partner^ folly : or whether I look 
it thefe prefent times wherein moft men, now fcarce per* 
nitted the liberty to think over their own concernments, 
bave removed the feat of their thoughts more outward 
to the expediation of public events : or whether the 
examples of men, either noble or religious, who have 
(at down lately with a meek iilence and fufierance under 
many libellous endorfements, may be a rule to others, I 
niKht well appeafe myfelf to put up any reproaches in 
fu^ am honourable fociety of fellow-fufFerers, uiing no 
Other defence. And were it that flander would be con*^ 
tent to make an end where it firft fixes, and not fedc Xo 
caft out the like infamy upon each thing that hath but 
any relation to the perfon traduced, I ihould have 
pleaded ^ainft this confuter by no other advocates than 
thofe which I firft commended, iilence and fuflferancc, 
uid fpeaking deeds againft faltering words. But when I 
diibenied his intent was not fo much to fmite at me, as 
through me to render odious the truth which I had writ- 
ten, and to ilain with ignominy that evangelic doctrine 
which oppofes the tradition of prelaty ; I conceived my- 
^tohe now not as mine own perfon, but as a member 
iQOH-porate into that trutli whereof I was perfuaded, and 
whereof I had declared openly to be a partaker. Where- 
upon I thought it my duty, if not to myfelf, yet to the 
itKgious caule I had in hand, not to leave on my gar« 
mcnt the leaft fpot or blemiih in good name, fo long as 
God fhould give me to fay that which might wipe 
it ofT. Left thofe difgraces, which I ought to fufler, if 
t fo be&ll me, for my religion, through my. default reli-> 
^n be made liable to fufter for me* And, whether it 
Vol.1. P might 
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might not fomethinff reflect upon thofe reverent men^ 
whofe friend I may oe thought in writing the Animad*- 
veriions, was not my laft care to conlider ; if I ihould 
refl under thefe reproaches^ having the lame common 
adverfaiy with them^ it might b^ counted finall credit for 
then: caufe to have found fuch an afliilant^ as this bab- 
bler hath devired me. What other thing in his book 
there is of difpute or quefiion, in anfwering thereto I 
doubt not to be juftiiied ; except there be who will ccm- 
•demn me to have wafted time in throwing down that 
which could not keep itfeif up. As for others, who not- 
withftanding what I can allege have yet decrc^ to mif- 
interpret the intents of my reply, I fuppofe they would 
have found as many cauies to have mifconceived the 
reafons of my filcnce. 

* JL o begin therefore an apology for thofe f nimadver^ 
fions, which I writ againft the Remonflrant in defence of 
Sme£hrmnuus ; lince the preface, which was porpofelj 
let bemre them, is not thought apologetical enon^ht it 
will be bed to acquaint ye, readers, before other things 
what the meaning was to write them in that manner 
which I did. For I do not look to be afked wherefixt 
I writ the book, it being no difficulty to anfwcr, that I 
did it to thofe ends, which the beft men propofe to them- 
felves when they write : but wherefore in that manner, 
neglecting the main bulk of all that fpecious antiquitji 
which might fiun children, and not men, I chofe rather 
to obferve fome kind of military advantages to await him 
at his foragings, at his waterings, and whenever he felt 
liimfelf fecure, to folace his vein in derifion of his mow 
ferious opponents. And here let me have pardon, leaderi^ 
if the remembrance of that which he hath licenfa) 
himfelf to utter contemptuoufly of thofe reverend mco* 
provoke me to do that over again, which fome expeA I 
ihould excufe as too freely done ; fince I have two pro- 
vocations, his lateft infulting in his Ihort anfwer, and 
their final patience. I had no fear, but that the authofSflC 
Smedlymnuiis, to all the (how of folidity, which the Bb- 
monftrant could bring, were prepared both with flcill «d 
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purpofe to return a fufHcing anfwcr, and were able 
enough to lay the duft and pudder in antiquity, which 
he and his, out of ilratagem, are wont to raife ; but when 
I law his weak arguments headed with iharp taunts, and 
*that his defign was, if he could not refute them, yet at 
leafi with quips and fnapping adages to vapour them 
cut, which they, bent only upon the bufinefs, were mind- 
ed to let pafs ; by how much I faw them taking little 
thought for their own injuries, I muft confefs I took it 
as my part the lefs to endure that my refpedled friends, 
through their own unneceifary patience, ihould thus lie 
at the mercy of a coy flirting flyle ; to be girded with 
frumps and curtal gibes, by one who makes lentences by 
the ftatute, as if all above three inches long were confif- 
cate. To me it feemed an indignity, that whom his 
whole wifdom could not move from their place, them hit 
impetuous folly fhould prefume to ride over. And if I 
were more warm than was meet in any pailage of that 
book^ which yet I do not yield, I might ufe therein the 
patronage of no worfe an author than Gregory Nyflen, 
who mentioning his iharpnefs againil Eunomius in the 
defence of his brother BalU, holds himfelf irreprovable in 
that ** it was not for himfelf, but in the caufe of liis bro- 
ther ; and in fuch cafes," fiiith he, ^' perhaps it is wor- 
thier pardon to be angry than to be cooler/' And 
whenfts this confuter taxes the whole difcourfc of levity, 
I ihall fhow ye, readers, Wherefoever it (hall be obje6led 
in particular, that I have anfwered with as iilde ligbtnefs 
as the Remonfirant hath given example. I have not 
been fo light as the palm of a biihop, which is the lighteft 
thing in the world when he brings out his book of ordi- 
nation : for then, contrary to that which is wont in re- 
leafing out of prifon, any one that will pay his fees is 
laid hands on. Another reafon, it would not be amifs 
though the Remonftrant were told, wherefore he was in 
that unufual manner beleaguered ; and this was it, to 
pluck out of the heads of his admirers the conceit that all 
who are not prelatical, ai'e grofs-hcaded, thick-witted, 
iUiferate, ihallow. Can nothing then but epifcopacy 
teach men to fpeak good engliih, to pick and order a fet 
of words judicioufly ? Muft we Icam from canons and 
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quaint fermonings^ interlined with barbarous latin, to illU'^ 
mine a period, to wreath an enthymcma with mafterou9 
dexterity ? I rather incline, as I have heard it ohfcrved, 
that a jefuit's Italian when he writes, is ever naught, 
though he be bom and bred a Florentine, fo to think, that 
fmm like caufes we may go near to obferve the fame in 
the ftyle of a prelate. For doubtlcfs that indeed accord* 
ing lo art is moft eloquent, which turns and approaches 
neareft to nature from whence it came ; and they ex- 
prefs nature beft, who in their lives Icaft wander froto 
her lafe leading, which may be called regenerate reafon. 
So that how he ihould be truly eloquent who is tiot 
withal a good man, I fee not. Neverthelefs, as oft as is 
to be dealt with men who pride themfelves in their fup-p 
pofcd art, to leave them inexcufable wherein they will 
not be bettered ; there be of thofe that cfteem prelaty a 
figment, who yet can pipe if they can dance, nor will be 
unfurnilhed to fhow, that what the prelates admire and 
have not, others have and admire not. The knowledge 
whereof, and not of that only, but of what the fcriptare 
teacheth us how we ought to withiland the perverten of 
the goipel, were thofe other motives, which gave the 
Animadverfions no leave to remit a continual vehemence 
throughout the book. For ds in teaching doubtleis the 
fpirit of meeknefs is moft powerful, fo arc the meek only 
fit perfons to be taught : as for the proud, the obftinate, 
and falfe dodors of men's devices, be taught they will 
not, but difcovered and laid open they muft be. For 
how can they admit of teaching) who have the condem* 
nation of God already upon uem for refufing divine 
inftrucftion ? That is, to be filled with their own devicc% 
as in the Proverbs we may read : therefore we may fafely 
imitate the method that God ufes ; U with the miwafd 
to be froward, and to throw fcom upon the fcomer,** 
whom, if any thing, nothing elfe will heaL And if the 
*' righteouslhall laugh at the deftru6iion of the ungodly/^ 
they may alfo laugh at the pertinacious and incuni* 
ble obftinacy, and at the fame time be moved witb 
deteftation of their leducing malice, who employ all 
their wits to defend a prelaty ul'urped, and to deprave 
that juft government, which pride and ambition, partly 
by fine fetches and pretences, partly by force, hath fhoul- 
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dered out of the church. And againil (bch kind of 
deceivers openly and eameftly to proteft, left any one 
Ihould be inquiiitive wherefore this or that man is for« 
warder than others, let him know that this office goes 
i\ot by age or youth, but to whomlbever God fhall give 
apparently the will, .the fpirit, and the utterance. Ye 
have heard the reafons for which I thought not myfelf 
exemptc;d from affociadng with good men in their 
labours toward the chureh*s welfare ; to which, if any 
one brought oppofition, I brought my beft reiiflance. 
If in requital of this, and for that I have not been neg- 
ligent toward the reputation of my friends, I have gained 
a name beiluck, or as I may fay, bedecked with the re« 
proaches and reviles of this modeft confuter $ it ihall be 
to me neither ftrange nor unwelcome, as that which 
could not come in a better time. 

Having rendered an account what induced me to 
write thofe animadverfions in that manner as I writ them. 
I come now to fee what the confutation hath to fay 
againil them ; but fo as the confuter ihall hear firft what 
I have to fay againil his confutation. And becaufe he 
. pretends to be a. great conjedor at other men by their 
writings, I will not fail to give ye, readers^ a prefent taile 
of him from his title, hung out like a tolling iign poft 
to call pailengers, not fimply a confutation, but ^^ a jno- 
deil confutation,'' with a laudatory of itfelf obtruded in 
the very firil wonL Whereas a modefl title ihould only 
inform the buyer what the book contains without further 
infinuation; this officious epithet fo hailily aflliming 
the modeily which others are to judge of by reading, 
not the author to anticipate to himfelf by foreflalling, 
is a ilrong prefumption, that his modefly, fet there to 
fale in the frontifpiece, is not much adcudted to bluih. 
A furer iign of his loft ihame he could not have given^ 
than feeking thus unfeafonably to prepoiTefs men of his 
uiodeily. And feeing he hath neither kept his word in 
the fequel, nor omitted any kind of boldnefs in ilander- 
ing, it is manifeft his purpofe was only to rub the fore- 
he^ of his title with this word modeft, that he might 
iiot want colour to be the more impudent througiiout 
bis whq^e coafutation. Next, what can equally favour of 
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injuftice and plain arrogance^ as to prejudice and fote- 
condemn his advcrfary in the title for " flanderous and 
fcunilous,** and as the Remonftrant's fafluon is, for fri- 
volous, tedious,^ and falfe, not ftaying till the reader can 
heaf him proved fo in the following difcourfe ? Which 
is one caufe of a fufpicion that in fetting forth this pam- 
phlet the Remonftrant was not unconfulted with : thus 
his firft addrefs was " an humble remonftrance by a du- 
tiful fon of the church,** almoft'as if he had faid, her 
white-boy. His next was, ^* a Defence" (a wonder how 
it efcaped fome praifing adjunct) " againft the frivolous 
and falfe exceptions ag^mft Sme<5lymnuu8,'* fitting in the 
chair of his title-page upon his poor call adverfaries both 
as a judge and party, and that before the jury of readers 
can be impannelled. His laft was ^^ a (hort anfwer to a 
tedious vindication ;" fo little can he fufFer a man to 
meafure either with his eye or judgment, what is ihort or 
what tedious, without his preoccupying direction : and 
from hence is begotten this ^^ modeft confutation ^^inil 
a flanderous and fcurrilous libel," I conceive, readers, 
much may be gueffed at the ,man and his book, what 
depth there is, by the framing of his tiWe ; which being 
in this Remonfbrant fo rafh and unadvifed as ye fee, I 
conceit him to be near akin t6 him who fet forth a paf- 
fion fermon with a formal dedicatory in great letters to 
our Saviour. Although I know that all we do ought to 
begin and end in his praife and glory, yet to infcribe him 
in a void place with flouri(hes, as a man in compliment 
ufes to trick up the name of fome efquire^ gentleman, or 
lord paramount at common law, to be his book-patron, 
with the appendant form of a ceremonious prefentment, 
will ever appear among the judicious to be but an infulfe 
and frigid affedation. As no lefs was that before his book 
againft the Brownifts, to write a letter to a Profopopoeia, 
a certain rhetorized woman whom he calls mother, and 
complains of fome that laid whoredom to her chai^ i 
and certainly had he folded his epiftle with a fuperfcripi-' 
tion to be delivered to that female figure by any poft 9tF 
carrier, who were not a ubiquitary, it had been a mofb 
miraculous greeting. We find the primitive doctors, 9» 
oh as they writ to churches^ fpeaking to them as to a^ 
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number of faithful brethren and fons, and not to make a 
cloudy tranfmigration of fexes in fuch a familiar way of 
writing as an epiftle ought to be> leaving the tracK: of 
common addrefs^ to run up, and tread the air in meta- 
phorical compellations> and many fond utterances better 
let alone. But I iiep again to this emblazoner of his 
titlepage, (whether it be the fame man or no, I leave 
it in the midfl,) and here I find him pronouncing 
without reprieve, thofe animadverfions to be a flander- 
OU8 and fcurrilous libel. To which I, readers, that th^ 
are neither flanderous, nor fcurnlous» will anfwer in 
what place of his book he fhall be found with reafon, and 
not ink only in his mouth. Nor can it be a libel more 
than his own, which is both namelefs and full of flan- 
ders ; and if in this that it freely fpeaks of things amifs 
in religion, but eftabliihed by a6l of date, I fee not how 
Wickliff and Luther, with all the firft martyrs and 
refisrmers, could avoid the imputation of libelling. I never 
thought the human frailty of erring in cafes of religion^ 
in&my to a date, no more than to a coimcil : it had 
therefore been neither civil nor chriftianly, to deroeate 
the honour of the flate for that caufe, efpecially when 
I law the parliament itfelf pioufly and mdgnanimoufly 
bcDt to fuppjy and reform the defedb and overfights of 
their forefathers, which to the godly and repentant ages 
of the Jews were often matter of humble confeiiing and 
bewailing, not of confident alTerting and maintaining; 
Of the ftate therefore I found good reafon to (peak all 
hoQQurable things, and to join in petition with good 
'Hen that petitioned : but againft the prelates, who were 
*be only feducers and milleaders of die Hate to conftitute 
J|te government of the church not rightly, methought I 
*^d not vehemence enough. And thus, readers, by the 
^^ajnplc which he hath fet me, I have given ye two or 
^'^^ee notes of him out of his titlcpage ; by .which his 
^^■ftlings fear not to cuefs boldly at his whole lump, for 
*^a.t guefs will not fail ye ; and although I tell him keen 
J^th, yet he may bear with me, fince I am like to diafe 
"•^ into ibme good knowledge, and others, I truft, fhall 
J^t mifpend their leifure. For this my aim is, if I am 
^<t)ed to be unpleafing to him whofe fault it is, I iball 
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not forget at the fame time to be ufeful in fomething to 
the ftander by. 

As therefore he began in the title, fo in the next leaf 
he makes it his firft bufinefs to tamper with his reader 
by fycophanting and mifnaming the work of his advcr- 
fary. He calls it " a mime thruft forth upon the ftage, 
to make up the breaches of thofe folemn fcenes between 
the prelates and the Smedlymnuans." Wherein while 
he is fo over-greedy to fix a name of ill found upon ano- 
ther, note how fiupid he is to expofe himfelf or his own 
friends to the fame ignominy ; likening thofe • grave 
controverfies to a piece of ftagery, or fcenework, where 
his own Remonflrant, whether in bufkin or fock, muft 
of all right be counted the chief player, be it boafling 
Thrafo, or Davus that troubles all thingSi or one who 
can fhift into anv fhaj^e, I meddle not ; let him explicate 
who hath refemoled the whole argument to a comedy, 
for ^' tragical,** he fays, ^* were too ominous/* Nor yet 
doth he tell us what a mime is, whereof we have no pat- 
tern from ancient writers, except fome fragments, which 
contain many acute and wife fentences. And this we 
know in Laertius, that the mimes»of Sophron were of 
fuch reckoning with Plato, as to take them nightly to 
read on, and after make them his pillow. Scaliger def- 
cribes a mime to be a poem intimating any adlion to ftir 
up laughter. But this being neither poem, nor yet ridi- 
culous, how is it but abufively taxed to be a mime ? For 
if every book, which may by chance excite to laugh hcr^ 
and there, mufl be termed thus, then may the dialogues* 
of Plato, who for thofe his writings hath obtained th( 
fumame of divine, be efleemed as they are by that detrac 
tor in Athenaeus, no better than mimes. Becaufe th 
18 fcarce one of them, efpecially wherein fome notable 
fophifler lies fweating and turmoiling under the inevifafc.— 
ble and mercilefs dilemmas of Socrates, but that he wh 
reads, were it Saturn himfeU, would be often robbed 
more than a fmile. And whereas he tells us, that ** four- 
rilous Mime was a perfonated grim lowering fool," his 
foolifh language unwittingly writes fool upon his owTt 
friend, for he who was there perfonated was onlytbc 
Jiemoaftrant ; the author is ever difUnguifhed from the 
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perfon he introduces. But in an ill hour hath this 
unfortunate ralhncfs ilumbled upon the mention of 
miming, that he might at length ceafe, which he hath 
not yet (ince he fiepped in, to gall and hurt him whom 
he would aid. Could he not beware, could he not be«> 
think him, was he fo uncircumfpe<Sl as not to forefee, 
that no fooner would that word mime be fet eye on in the 
paper, but it would bring to mind that wretched pil- 
gnmage over Min(hew*8 didlionary called ^^ Mundus 
alter & idem,** the idjeft and the paltricft mime that 
ever mounted upon bank ? Let him alk " the author 
of thofe toothlefs fatires,'* who was the maker, or rather 
the anticreator of that univerlal foolery, who he was, 
who like that other principal of the Manichees the arch 
evil one, when he had looked upon all that he had made 
and mapped out, could fay no other but contrary to the 
divine mouth, that it was all very fooliih. That grave 
and noble invention, which the greateft and fubliipefl: 
wits in fundry ages, Plato in Critias, and our two fa- 
mous countrymen, the one in his " Utopia,'* the other 
in his " New Atlantis" ^chofe, I may not fay as a fiddt 
but as a mighty continent, wherein to difplay the large- 
nefs of their fpirits, by teaching this our world better 
and exadler things than were yet known or ufed : this 
petty prevaricator of America, the zany of Columbus 
(for fo he muft be till his world's end) having rambled 
over the huge topography of his own vain thoughts^ 
JM> marvel if he brought us home nothing but a mere 
tankard droller}^, a venereous parjctory for a ftewa. 
Certainly, he that could endure with a fober pen to fit 
and devife laws for drunkards to caroufe by, I doubt 
me whether the very fobemefs of fuch a one, like an 
imliquorcd Silenus, were not flark drunk. Let him 
go now and brand another man injurioufly with the 
name of Mime, being himfelf the loofefl and moil: 
extravagant Mime that hath been heard of, whom no 
lefs than almoft half the world could ferve for iiage* 
room to play the Mime in. And let him advife again 
with fir PVancis Bacon, whom he cites to confute others, 
what it is *^ to turn the fins of chrifiendom into a 
mimical mockery, to rip up the ikddeii vices with a 
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laughing countenance,** efpec^ially where neither rep 
nor better teaching is adjoined. Nor is my mean 
readers^ to ihift off a blame from myidi^ by charj 
the like upon my accufer^ but Ihall only defire, 
fentenoe may be refpited^ till I can come to fome 
fiance wheieto I may give anfwer. 

Thus having ijpent his firft onfet, not in confut 
but in a reafonleu defaming of the book, the met 
of his malice hurries him to attempt the like aga 
the author ; not by proofs and teflimonies, but ^' ha^ 
no certain notice of me/* as he profelTes, ** further t 
what he gathers fix)m the animadverfions,'* blun 
at me for the rt% and flings out flray crimes at a ^ 
ture, which he could never, though he be a ferp 
fuck from any thing that I have written, but from 
own fluffed magazine^ and hoard of flanderous in^ 
tions, over and above that which he converted to va 
in the drawing. To me, readers, it happens as a fing 
contentment ; and let it be to good men no light fatis 
tion, that the flanderer here confeffes, he has ^^ no fun 
notice of me than his own conjcdhire.'* Although it 
been honeff to have inquired, before he uttered f 
infamous words, and I am credibly informed he 
inquire ; but finding finall comfort from the intelligc 
which he received, whereon to ground the falf 
which he had provided, thought it his likeliefl: co 
under a pretended ignorance to let drive at rand 
left he ihould lofe his odd ends, which from fome pe 
nous book of charaAers he had been culling out 
would fain apply. Not caring to burden me with t! 
vices, whereof, among whom my con verfa tion hath bee 
have been ever leafi fufpedted ; perhaps not without fc 
fubtlety to call me into envy, by bringing on me a ne 
fity to enter into mine own praifes. In which argume 
know every wife man is more imwillingly drawn to fp 
than the mofl repining ear can be averfe to hear, Ne 
thelefs, fince I dare not wi(h to pafs this life unperfcci 
of flanderdus tongues, for God bath told us that tc 
generally praifed is woeful, I 'fhall rely on his promifi 
firee the innocent from caufelefs afperfions : whereof 
thing fooncr can affure me^ than if I fhall feel him i 
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ailitHng me in the juft vindication of myfelf, which yet 
I oould defer, it being more meet, that to thofe other mat* 
ters of public debatement in this book I Ihonld give atten* 
d^nce firfl, but tliat I fear it would but harm the truth 
for me to reafon in 'her behalf, fo long as I ihould fu£fer 
my honed ellimation to lie unpurgcd from thefe infolent 
fvifpicions. And if I fhall be large, or unwonted in jufti- 
fying myfelf to thofe who know me not, for elfc it 
w ould be needlefs, let them coniider that a fhort flander 
will oft-times reach further than a long apology ; and 
that he who will do juftly to all men, muft begin from 
knowing' how, if it fo happen, to be not unjuft to 
himfelf. I muft be thought, if this libeller, (for now he 
Ihows himfelf to be fo) can find belief, after an inordi- 
nate and riotous youth fpent at the univerfity, to have 
been at length *^ vomited out thence." For which com* 
modious lie, that he may be encouraged in the trade 
another time, I thank him i for it hath given me an apt 
occafion to acknowledge publicly with all grateful 
naind, that more than ordinary favour and refpeft, which 
I found above any of my equals at the hands of thofe 
courteous and learned men, the fellows of that college 
^horein I fpent fome years: who at my parting, after I 
l^ad taken two degrees, as the manner is, lignificd maxqr 
^ays, how much better it would content them that I 
}vould ftay ; as by many letters full of kindness and lov- 
ing refped, both before that time, and Wng after, I was 
^fltured of their lingular good affefbion towards me. 
^hich being likewife propenfe to all fuch as were for 
^hcir ftudious and civil life worthy of efteem, I could 
^ot wrong their judgments, and upright intentions, fo 
^uch as to think I had that regard from them for other 
faufc, than that I might be ftill encouraged to proceed 
^ the honeft and laudable courfes, of which they appre- 
J^^nded I had given good proof. And to thofe inge- 
nuous and friendly men, who were ever the countenan* 
^^^rs of virtuous and hopeful wits, I wifh the beft and 
*^ppicft things, that friends in abfence wifh one to ano- 
^er. As for the common approbation or diflike of that 
place, as now it is, that I fhould efteem or difefteem my- 
^ifj or any other the more for that { too ftmple and too 

credulous 
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credulous is the confuter> if he think to obtain with nie^ 
or any right difcerner. Of fmall pra<5lice were that phy- 
iician^ who could not judge by what both ihe or her 
fifter hath of long time vomited, that the worfer ftufF (he 
ilrongly keeps in her ilomach, but the better fhe is ever 
kecking at^ and is queafy. She vomits now out of fick- 
nefs ; but ere it will be well with her, fhe muft vomit 
by ibrong phylic* In the mean while that fubuib fink, 
as this rude fcavenger calls it, and more than fcurriloufly 
taunts it with the plague, having a worfe plague in his 
middle entrail, that fuburb wherein I dwell, (hall be in 
my account a more honourable place than his univerfity. 
Which as in the time of her better health, and mine 
own younger judgment, I never greatly admired, fo now 
much lefs. But he follows me to the city, ftill ufurping 
and forging beyond his book notice, which only he ai^ 
firms to have had ; '^ and where my morning haunts 
are, he wifles not/' It is wonder, that being fo rare an 
alcfaymift of flander, be could not extnu5l that» as vrell 
as the univerfity vomit, and the fuburb fink which his 
art could difHl fo cunningly; but becaufe his limbec 
fails him, to give him and envy the more vexation, I 
will tell him. Thofe morning haunts are where they 
ihould be, at home; not fleeping, or concodling the 
furfeits of an irregular feaft, but up and fUiring, in win- 
ter often ere the found of any bell awake men to labour, 
or to devotion ; in fummer as oft with the bird that firfL^ 
roufes, or not much tardier, to read good authors, oc~ 
caufe them to be read, till the attention be weary, or me- 
mory have its full fraught : then with ufefiil! and gene — 
rous labours pieferving the body's health and hardincfii 
to render lightfome, clear, and not lumpifh obedience to ' 
the mind, to the caufe of religion, and our oomitfv*)i 
liberty, when it fhall require firm hearts in found bodies 
to (land and cover their flations, rather than to fee the 
ruin of our proteftation, and the inforcement of a flavifh 
life. Thefe are the morning pra<5lices : proceed now to 
the afternoon ; " in playhoufes,*' he fays, ** and the bar- 
delloes.'* Your intelligence, unfaithful fpy of Canaan I 
He gives in his evidence, that " there he hath traoBd 
me/* Take him at his word^ readers^ but let him bciiv 

good 
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good fureties ere ye difmifs him, that while he pretend- 
ed to dog others, he did not turn in for his own plea- 
lure : for fo much in efFe6t he concludes againft himfeif, 
Slot contented to be caught in every other gin, but he 
mull be fuch a novice, as to be ftill hampered in his own 
liemp. In the animadverfions, faith he, I find the men- 
^on of old cloaks, falfe beards, nightwalkei*s, and fait 
lotion; therefore the animadverter haunts playhoufea 
and bordelloes ; for if he did not, hovy^ could he fpeak of 
iuch gear ? Now that he may know what it is to be a , 
child, and yet to meddle with edged tools, I turn his < 
antiftrophon upon his own head ; the confiiter knows \ 
that thele things are the furniture of playhoufes and bor- 
delloes, therefore by the fame reafon *^ the confuter him- 
felf hath been traced in thofe places.** Was it fuch a 
diflblute fpecch, telling of fome politicians who were 
wont to eavesdrop in difguifes, to fay they were often 
liable to a nightwalking cudgeller, or the emptying of a 
urinal ? What if I had writ as your friend the author of 
the aforefaid mime, ^' Mundus alter & idem," to have been 
lavifhed like fome young Cephalus or Hylas, by a troop of 
camping houfewifes in Viraginea, and that he was thero 
forced to fwear himfelf an uxorious varlet ; then after 
a long fervitude to have come into Aphrodifia that 
pleafant country, that gave fuch a fwcet imell to his 
iKxftrils among the ihamelefe courtezans of Defvergonia ? 
Surely he would have then concluded me as conftant at 
the bordello, as the galleyflave at his oar. But fince 
there is fuch neceifity to the hearfay of a tire, a peri- 
wig, or a vizard, that plays muft have been feen, what 
difficulty was there in that ? when in the colleges fo 
many or the young divines, and thofe in next aptitude 
to divinity, have been feen fo often upon the ftage, wrilh« 
ine and unboning their clergy limbs to all the antic and 
dilnoneft gefturcs of TrinciJoes, buffoons, and bawds; 
proftituting the ihame of that miniftry, which either 
th^ had, or were nigh having, to the eyes of courtiers 
and court ladies, with their grooms and madcmoifelles. 
There while they a6led and overadted, among other 
young fcholars, I was a fpedtator ; they thought them- 
lielves gallant men, and I thought them fools; they 
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made fport, and I laughed ; they mifpronounced, and I 
mifliked ; and to make up the atticifm^ they were outj 
and I hifled. Judge now whether fo many good text- 
men were not fufiicient to inftru^l me of fklfe beards and 
-vizards^ without more expofitors ; and how can this con- 
futer take the face to obje£l to me the feeing of that, 
which his reverend prelates allow, and incite their 
young difciples to a6l r For if it be unlawful to fit and 
behold a mercenary comedian perfonating that which 
is leaft unfeemly for a hireling to do, how much more 
blameful is it to endure the fight of as vile things aded 
by perfons either entered, or piiefently to enter mto the 
miniilry ; and how much more foul and ignominious for 
them to be the adtors ? 

But becaufe as well by this upbraiding to me the bor- 
delloes, as by other fufpicious glancihgs in his book, he 
would feem privily to point me out to his readers, as 
one whofe cuftom of life were not honeft, but licentious; 
I (hall intreat to be bom with^ though I digrefs ; and in a 
way not often trod, acquaint ye with the fum of my 
thoughts in this matter, dirough the courfe of my years 
and ftudies. Although I am not ignorant how ha^ud- 
ous it will be to do this under the nofe of the envious, ^ 
as it were in flLirmifh to change the compact order, axi(L« 
infiead of outward actions, to bring inmoft thoughts iht 
front. And I muft tell ye, readers, that by this fort o 
men I have been already bitten at ; yet (hall they not foi 
me know how flightly they are efteemed, unlefe th 
have fo much learning as to read what in greek onrti 
is, which, together with envy, is the common difeafe <Kf 
thofe who cenfure books that are not for their leadings. 
With me it fares now, as with him whofe outward gar- 
ment hath been injured and illbedighted ; for having no 
other Ihift, what help but to turn the infide outwanH 
efpecially if the lining be of the fame, or, as it is fome- 
times, much better ? So if my name and outward 
demeanour be not evident enough to defend me, I muft 
make trial, if the difcovery of my inmofl: thoughts can : 
wherein of two purpofes both honeft, and both fincece^ 
the one perhaps I .fhall not mifs ; although I fail to {pun 
belief .with others, of being fuch as my perp^ial 
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thoughts (hall here difclofe me, I may yet not &il of 
iuccels in perfuading fome to be fuch really them- 
ielvesy as they cannot believe me to be more than what 
I £un. I had my time,' readers, . as others have, who 
have good learning befiowed upon them, to be fent 
to thofe places^ where the opinion was, it might be 
fooneft attained ; and as the manner is, was not un- 
iludied in thofe authors which are moft commended ; 
whereof fome were grave orators and hiftorians, whofc 
matter methought I loved indeed, but as my age then 
was, fo I underftood them; others were the finooth 
elegiac poets, whereof the fchools are not fcarce, whom 
both for the pleafing found of their numerous writing, 
^hich in imitation I found moft eaify, and moft agree- 
able to nature's part in me, and for their matter, which 
iivbat it is, there be few who know not, I was fo allured 
to read> that no recreation came to me better welcome : 
far that it was then' thpfe years with me which are ex- 
eufed, though they be leail fevere, I may be (aved the 
labour to remember ye. Whence having obferved them 
to accoimt it the chief glory of their wit, in that they 
xvere ableft to judge, to praife, and by that could efteem 
themfelves worthieft to love thofe high perfedtions, 
*^hich under one or other name they took to celebrate % 
I thought with myfelf by every inftindt and prelage of 
nature, ^which is not wont to be falfe, that what em- 
boldened them to this tafk, might with fuch diligence 
as they ufed embolden me ; and that what judgment, wit, 
or elegance -was my fhare, would herein beil appear, 
and bejd value itfelf, by how much more wifely, and 
with more love of virtue I ihould choofe (let rude ears 
be abfent) the obje6l of not unlijke pi^ifes : for albeit 
thefe thoughts to fome will feem virtuous and com- 
mendable, to others only pardonable, to a third fort 
perhaps idle^ yet the mentioning of them now will 
end in ferious. Nor blame it, readers, in thofe years to 
propofe to themfelves fuch a reward, as the nobleil 
difpofitions above other things in this life have fome- 
times preferred : whereof not to be fenlible when good 
and fair in one perfon meet, argues both a grofs and 
ihallow judgment; and withal an imgentle, and fwainifli 
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breaft : for by the firm fettling of thefe perfuafions, | 

I became, to my beft memory, fo much a proficient, 1 1 

that if I found thofe authors any where fpeaking unwor- \ \ 

thy things of themfelves, or unchafle of tho^ names 
which before they had extolled ; this effeft it wrought 
with me, from that time forward their art I fiill ap- 
plauded, but the men I deplored ; and above them aJl, 
preferred the two famous renowners of Beatrice and 
Laura, who never write, but honour of them to whom 
they devote their verfe, difplaying fublime and pure 
thoughts, without tranfgrellion. hn^ long it was not 
after, when I was confirmed in this opinion, that he 
who would not be fruftrate of his hope to write well 
hereafter in laudable things, ought , himfelf to be a true 
poem; that is, a compofition and pattern of the beft 
and honourableft things; not prefuming to fing high 
praifes of heroic men, or famous cities, unlefs he have 
in himfelf the experience and the pradlice of all that 
which is praifcworthy, Thefe reafonings, together with 
a certain nicenefs of nature, an honeft haughtinefs, and 
felfcftcem either of what I was, or what I might be, 
(which let envy call pride) and laftly that modefty, 
whereof though not in the titlepage, yet here I may 
be cxcufcd to make fome befeeming profeftion ; all thefi 
uniting the fupply of their natural aid together, kept m< 
ftill above thofe low dcfccnts of mind, beneath which b 
muft dcje6l and plunge himfelf, that can agree to (al 
ble and unlawful proftitutions. Next, (for hear me o 
now, readers) that I may tell ye whether my vounj 
feet wandered ; I betook me among thofe lotty fab 
and romances, which recount in lolemn cantoes t 

deeds of knighthood founded by our victorious kin, 

and from hence had in renown over all chriftendo^cm. 
There I read it in the oath of every knight, that Tn 
Ihould defend to the expenfe of his beft blood, or of X^i 
life, ifitfobefel him, the honour and chaftity of vir- 
gin or matron'; from whence even then I learned wliAf 
a noble virtue chaftity fure muft be, to the defence of 
which fo many worthies, by luch a dear adventure of 
themfelves, had fworn ; and if I found in the ftory after- 
ward, any of them^ by word or deed, breaking that oatb^ 
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I judgcfl it the fame fault of the poet, as that which is at- 
tribated to Homer, to have written indecent things of the 
gods: only this my mind gave me, that every free and 
gentle fpirlt, without that oath, ought to be bom a knight, 
nor needed to expert the gilt fpur, or the laying ot a 
fword upon his fhoulder to ftir him up bcjth by his 
counfel and -his arm, to fecure and protcdl the wcakncfs 
• of any attempted chaftity. So that even thefe books, 
which to many others have been the fuel of wantonnefs 
and loofe living, I cannot think how, unlefs by divine 
indulgence, proved to me fo ^ many incitements, as you 
bave heard, to the love and (leadfafl obfervation of that 
virtue which abhors the fociety of bordelloes. Thus 
from the laureat fraternity of poets, riper years and the 
ceafelel^ round of ftudy and reading led me to the (hady 
fpaces of phiiofophy ; but chiefly to the divine volumes 
f^ Plato, and his equal Xenophon : where, if I fhould 
tell ye what I learnt of chaftity and love, I mean that 
which is truly fo, whofe charming cup is only virtue, 
•which (he bears in her hand to thole who are worthy; 
^thc reft are cheated with a thick intoxicating potion, 
which a certain forcerefe, the abul'er of love's name, carries 
about ;) and how the firft and chiefeft pfRce of love begins 
-and ends in the foul, producing thofe happy twins of 
Ther divine generation, knowledge and virtue : with fuch 
-«^lka<S):ed lublimities as thefe, it might be worth your 
^iftening, readers, as I may one day hope to have ye in 
't iiill time, when there fhall be no chiding; not in thefe 
ooifes, the adverfary, as ye know, barking at the door, 
or fearching for nie at the bordelloes, where it may be 
he has loft lumfelf, and raps up without pity the fage 
and rheumatic old prelatefs, with all her young Corinth- 
ian laity, to inquire for fuch a one. Laft q( all, not 
in time, but as perfe6tion is laft, that care was ever had 
of me, with my earlieft capacity, not to be negligently 
trained in the precepts of chriflian religion: this that i 
have hitherto related, hath been to Ihow, that though 
chrifiianity had been but flightly taught me, yet a cer- 
tain refervednefs of natural difpofition, and moral difci- 
pline, learnt out of the nobleft phiiofophy^ was enough 
to keep me in dildain of far Icfs incontinences than this 
Vol. I. Q of 
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of the bordello. But having had the do^lrine of holy 
fcripture, unfolding thofe chafte and high myfieries, 
with timelieft care infufed^ that ''the body is for tho 
Lord, and the Lord for the body \* thus alio I ainied 
to myfelf, that if unchaftity in a woman, whom St. Ruil 
terms the glory of man^ be fuch a fcandal and diihonour, 
then certainly in a man, who is both the image and 
glory of God, it muft, though commonly not fo though^ 
be much more deflowering and diihonourable ; in that he 
£ns both againfl his own body, which is the perfinSler 
fex, and his own glory, which is in the woman i and 
that which is worft, acainft the image and glory of Grod^ 
which is in himfelf. rfor did I flumber over mat place^ 
exprelling fuch high rewards of ever accompanjdng the 
Lamb, with thofe celeitial fongs to others inappreheor* 
fible, but not to thofe who were not defiled with women^ 
which doubtlefs means fornication ; for marriage muft 
not be called a defilement Thus large I have purpoiely 
been, that if I have been juftly taxed with this crime, 
it may come upon me, after all this my confeffion, with 
a tenfold fhame : but if I have hitherto deferved no fuch 
opprobrious word, or fufpicion, I may* hereby engagr 
myfelf now openly to the faithful obfervation of what 
I have profeifed. I go on to (how you the uabridled 
impudence of this loofe railer, who, having once begun 
his race, regards not how far he flies out beyond all 
truth and fhame ; who, from the iingle notice of the Ani* 
madverfions, as he protefl:s, will imdertake to tell ye the 
very clothes I ^ear, though he be much miftaken in my 
wardrobe : /and, like a fon of Belial, without the hire of 
Jezebel, charges me ^' of blafpheming God and the 
king," as oi:dinarily as he imagines ^* me to drink iat^L 
and fwear," merely becaufe this was a ihred in hi$ 
commonplace book, and feemed to come off roundly^ 
as if he were fome empiric of falfe accufations, to 
try his poifons upon me, whether they would wodb 
or no. Whom what ihould I endeavour to refiito 
more, whenas that book, which is his only teftimonjfy 
returns the lie upon him$ not giving him the lem 
hint of the author to be either a fwearer or a iack* 
drinker. . . And for the readers^ if they can believe me^ 
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principally for thofc reafons which I have alleged, to be 
of life and ^nrpofe neither di (honed nor unchafte, they 
will be eafily induced to think me fober both of wine 
and of •wora ; but if I have been already fuccefslefs in 
perfuading them, all that I can further fay, will be but 
vain ; and it will be better thrift to fave two tedious 
labours^ mine of exculing, and theirs of needleft 
hearing. 

Froceedine, further, I am met with a whole ging of 
-^-wmdy and phrafes hot mine, for he hath maimed them, 
axkl, like a fly depraver, mangled them in this his wicked 
limbo, worfe than the ghoft of Deiphobus appeared to 
his friend ^neas. Here I fcarce know them, and he 
that would, let him repair to the ' place in that book 
where I fet them : for certainly this tormentor of femi* 
colons is as good at difmembering and flitting fentences, 
as his grave fathers tbe prelates have been at fligma* 
tizing and flitting nofes. By fuch handicraft as this 
what might he not traduce ? Only that odour, which 
being his own muft needs offend nis fenfe of fmelling, 
fince he will needs beftow his foot among us^ and not 
allow us to think he wears a fock, I fliall endeavour it 
may be k>fiencelers to other men*s ears. The Remon« 
ftrant having to do with grave and reverend men hit 
adveriaries, thought it became him to tell them in fcom, 
that, *' the biftiop's foot had been in their book and con- 
futed it;'* which when I faw him arrogate, -to have done 
that with his heels that furpafl[ed the beft conflderation 
of his head, to fpum a confutation among refpeded men, 
I qneftioned not the lawfulnefs of moving his jollity to 
bethink him, what odour a fock would have in luch' 
painful bufinefs. And this may have chanced to touch 
him more nearly than I was aware, for indeed a bifliop's 
foot that hath all his toes maugre the gout, and a linen 
fock over it, is the aptefl emblem of the prelate himfelf ; 
who being a pluralift^ may under one furplice, which is 
alfo linen, hide four b nefices, befides the metropolitan 
toe, and fends a fouler flench to Heaven, than that which 
this young queafinefs retches at» And this is the imme* 
diate reafon here why our enraged confuter, that he may 
be as perfeA a hypocrite as Caiphas, ere he be a high* 

a S prieft. 
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pricft, cries out, " Horrid blafphcoiy !** and^jlike a recre- 
ant Jew, calls for flohes* I beleech ye, fn^^ds, ere the 
brickbats fly, rcfolve me and yourfclves, is itl)ia^hfiin]r» 
or any whit dilagreeing from chriftian meekne^ ^h9n98 
Chrifi himfelf, {peaking of unfavoury traditionvj^ruples 
not to name th&:^unghill and the jakes, for me to.aii^frer 
a fldvenly wincer'^'of a confutation, that iif he, would 
needs put his foc^ to fucli a fweaty fer\'ice, the odour of 
his fock was Y\}^ to be neither mufk nor benjamin ? 
Thus did tliat fooHfh monk in a barbarous declination 
accufe Petrarch of blafphemy for difpraifing the french 
wines. But this which follows is plain Bedlam ftofi^ 
this is the demoniac legion indeed^ which the Remon- 
flrant feared had been againft him, and now he may fee 
15 for him/ *' You that love, Chrift,*' faith he, "and 
know this mifcreant wretch, (lohe him to death, left you 
fraart for his impunity.'* What thinks the Remonftrant? 
does he like that fuch words as thefe fhould come out of 
his Ihop, out of his Trojan horfe ? To give the watch- 
word like a Ouifian of Paris to a mutiny or maiTacre ; 
to proclaim a croifade againft his feUow-chriftian now 
in this troublous and divided time of the kingdom ? If 
he do, I ihall fay tliat to be the Remonftrant, is no better 
than to be a jefuit ; and that if he and his accomplices 
could do as the rebels have done in Ireland to the. pro- 
teflants, they would do in England the fame to them 
that would no prelates. For a more feditious and but- 
cherly fpeech no cell of Loyola could have belched 
againft one who in all his writing fpake not, that any 
man s ikin fhould be raifed. And yet this curfing Shi- 
mei, a hurler of ftones, as well as a railer, wants not 
the face inftandy to make as though he ^< defpaired of 
vi^iory, unlefs a modeft defence would get it him/* Did 
I err at all, readers, to foretel ye, when firft I met with 
his tide, iliat the epithet of model): there was a certain 
red portending lign, that he meant ere long to be moft 
tempeftuoufly bold and fhamelefs ? Neverthelefs, '' be 
dares not fay but there may be hid in his nature as much 
venomous atheifm and profanation^ as he thinks h^th; 
broke out at his adverfary's lips ; but he hath not the 
fore running upon him/* as he would intimate^ I have. 

Now 
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Nnw truft m« not, readers, if I be not already weary of 
pluming and footing this fea-gull, fp open he lies t6 
ftrbkieft, and never offers at another, bat brings home 
the ddrre upon ' himfelf. ' For if the fore be running 
xsp^ me, in all judgment I have efcaped the difeafe ; 
but he who hath as much hid in him, as he hath volun-- 
tarily confeffed, and cannot expel it, becaufe he is dull, 
(for venomous dtheifm were no treafure to b^ kept 
within him clfe,) let him take the part he hath chofen, 
which muft needs follow, to fwell and burft with his 
own inward venom. 

SECT. T. 

But mark, readers, there is a kind of juftice obfcnrcfl 
Among them that do evil; but this man loves injuftice in 
the very order of his malice. For hirving all this while 
abufed the good name of his adverfary with -all manned: 
of licence in revenge df his Remonftrint, if thejr be not 
l)eth onp perfon, or, as I ain told, fe*feer rfnd Ion, yet 
kfter all this he calls for fatisfa6lion, whdnas he himl'elf 
fcath already taken the utmoft farthing. ^ Vicilencc hath 
been done," (ays he, " to the perfon of a holy and rdt- 

gious prelate." To which, fomethin'g m effe<9: to wh^ 
t. Paul anfwered of Ananias, I anfwer, ** I wHl not, bris 
thren^ lihat he was a holy and religious prelate v*^ for cvfl 
is written of thofe who would be prelates: And finding 
Jiim thus in difguife without his fuperfcriptidn or phy^ 
ladery either of holy or pfrelate, it were no fin to Icrvr: 
him as Longchamp bifh6p of Ely was fervetj in his dil^ 
guife at Dover : he hath begun ' the raeafure namelefst 
and when he pleafes we 'may all appear as we are. And 
let him be then what he will, he (hall bfe to me fo as 1 
find him principled. For neither mnft prelate or arch- 
prelate hope to exempt himfelf from being reckoned as 
one of the vulgar, whicih is for him only to hope .whom 
true wifdom and the contempt of vulgar opinions ex- 
empts, it being taught us in the Pfalms, ^hat he who h 
in honour and undcrftandeth not, is as the bcafts thaft 
pcri(h. And now firft •* the manner of handling that 
caufe,** which.I undertook, hetbiiAB is fufpicious> as ?f 

Q 3 the 
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the wifeft^ and the befl: words were not ever .to fome or 

other fufpicious. But where is the offence, the difa?- 

greement from chriflian meeknefs, or theprecept of So^ 

lomon in anfwering folly ? When the Renionilrant talks 

of froth and fcum, I tell him there is none, and bid him 

fpare his ladle : when he brings in the mefs with keaJ, 

beef, and brewefs, what ftomach in England could for* 

bear to call for flanks and brifkets ? Capon and white 

broth having been likely fometimes in the fame nxxn 

with Chrifl and his apoftles, why does it trouble him, 

that it fhould be now in the fame leaf, efpecially where 

the difcourfe is not continuedi but interrupt ? And let 

him tell me, is he wont to fay grace, doth he not tfien 

name holieil names over the Seam of coftlieft fuper- 

fluities ? Does he judge it foolifh or diflibnefl:, to write 

that' among religious things, which, when' he talks of 

.religious things, he can^ devoutly chew ? Is he afraid to 

name Chrifl where thofe things are written in the fame 

leaf, whom he fears not to name while the faqie things 

are in his mouth ? Doth not Chrift himfelf teach the 

highefl things by the fimilitude of old bottles and patdied 

clothes ? Doth he not illuibrate befl thin^ by things 

moft evil ? His own coming to be as a thief m the m^t^ 

and the righteous man's wifdom to that of an unjuft 

fieward ? He might therefore have done better to have 

kept in his canting beggars, and heathen altar, to facri- 

£ce his threadbare criticifm of Bomolochus to an unfea^ 

fonable goddefs fit for him called Importunity, and have 

referved his greek derivation till he lecture to his firefli 

men, for here his itching pedantry is but flouted. 

But to the end that nothing may be omitted, which 
may farther fatiafy any confcionable man, who, notwith- 
fianding what I could explain before the animadverfioiis, 
remains y^t unfatisfied concerning that way of writing 
which I there defended, but- this confuter, whom it pinches^ 
utterly difapproves ; I fhall afiay once again, and perhaps 
with more luccefs. If therefore the qucflion were in oni<- 
tory, whether a vehement vein, throwing out indignation 
or fcom upon an object that merits it, were among the 
aptefl ideas of fjieech to be allowed, it were my work, and 
that an eafy one^ to rn^e it dear both by the rulos of 

beft 



Jk Apology for Sm^Ojymnuui. fiSl, 

1)eft flietoricians, and the &mottfeft eicamples of the greek 
and romtn orations. But lince the religion of it is dif-* 
pmtedj and not ^e artj I iball make ufe only of fuch 
reafons and authorities, as religion cannot except againft. 
ft will be harder to gainfay, than for me to evince, that in 
tlM5 teadhing of men diverfely tempered, different ways are 
to be tried. The Baptift, we know, was a ilrifl man» 
remarkable for aufterity and fet order of life. Our Sa- 
viour, who had all gifts in him, was Lord to exprefs his 
indodtrinating power in what fort him beft feemed; 
fometimes by a mild and familiar converfe ; fometimes 
with plain and impartial homefpeakine, resardlefs of 
diofe whom the auditors might think he uiould have had 
in more refpedt ; otherwhile, with bitter and ireful re- 
bukes, if not teaching, yet leaving excufelefs thofe his 
wilful impugners. What was all m him, was divided 
among- many others the teachers of his church ; fome to 
be fevere and ever of a fad gravity, that they may win 
fuch, and check fometimes thofe who be of nature over- 
confident and jocund ; others were fent more cheerful, 
fiee, and ftill as it were at large, in the midfl of an un- 
fanefpafiing honeily ; that they who are fo tempered, may 
have l^ whom they might be drawn to lalvation, and 
^doacf wno are too fcrupulous, and dejected of fpiri^ might 
be often ftrengthened with wife confolations and re- 
vivings : no man being forced wholly to diilblve that 
|riaundwork of nature which Grod created in him, the 
fanguine to empty out all his fociable livelinefs, the cho- 
leric to expel quite' the unfinning predominance of his 
anger ; but that each radical humourand paflion, wrought 
upon and corrected as it ought, might be made the 
proper mould and foundation of every man's peculiar 
gifts and virtues. Some alfo were indued with a flaid 
moderation and foundnefs of argument, to teach and 
convince the rational and foberminded ; yet not there- 
fore that to be thought the only expedient courfe of 
teaching, for in times of oppofition, when either againft: 
new herefies ariiing, or old corruptions to be reformed, 
this cool unpaflionate mildnefs of pofitive wifdom is not 
enough to damp and aftonifh the proud refiftance of 
canuu aod &lfe doAors, then (that I may have leave to 

Q 4 foar 
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I foar awhile as the poets ufe) Zeal, whofe fubfiance im 
I ethei'eal, arming in complete diamond, afcends his fiery 
chariot drawn with two blazing meteors, figitred like 
beafts, but of a higher breed than any the zodiac yields^ 
, refembling two of thofc four which Essekiel and St* John 
faw, , the one vifaged like a lion, to exprefs power, high 
authority, and indi<jnation; the other of countenance 
like a man, to call cierifion and fcorn upon perverfe and 
fraudulent feducers : with thcfe the in\ incible warrior,. 
Zeal, ihaking loofely the flack reins, drives over the headr 
of fcarlet preliates, and fuch as are infolcnt to maintain tra- 
ditions, bruifing their flifi'neckKS undtr his flaming wheelsi. 
Thus did the true prophets of old combat with the falfe { 
thus Chrifl himlelf, the fountain of niceknefs, found' 
acrimony enough to be flill galling and vexing tiie pre^ 
latical pharifees. But ye will fay, thcfe had^ immediatei 
warrant from God to be thus bitter ; and 1 • fay, fo much 
the plainer is it proved, that there may be a fanAified' 
bittemefs againfl: the enemies of truth. Yet that ye may. 
not think infpiration only the warrant thereof, but that, 
it is as any other virtue, of moral and general obfcrva-' 
tion, the example of Luther may fland for all, whom God 
made choice of before others to be of highefl: eminence 
and power in fefomiing the cliurch ; who, not of reve- 
lation, but of judgment, writ fo vehemently againfl the 
chief defenders of old untruths in the romifli church, 
that his own friends and favourers were many times of- 
fended with the fiercencfs of his fpirit; yet he being cited 
before Charles the Fifth to anfwer for his books, and 
having divided them into three forts, whereof one was of 
thofe which he had fliarply written, refufed, though upon 
deliberation given him, to retradl or unfay any word 
therein, as we may read in Sleidan. Yea, he defends- 
his eagerncfs, as being ** of an ardent fpirit, and one 
who could not write a dull ftyle:'* and affirmed, " he 
tiiought it God's will, to have the inventions of men thuir 
laid open, feeing that njattcrs quietly handled \Vei« 
oiiickly forgot." Andhcrewithal how ufeful and available 
God hath made this tart rhetoric in the church's caufi^ 
he often found by his own experience. For when Jm 
betook himfelf to lenity and moderation^ as they calli i^ 

he 
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bfe reaped ndthing but cohtenipt both from Cajetan and 
Eraffnua, from Cocloos^ irbm ficehiua, and others ; info- 
raoeh that blaming bi9 friendsy who had fo counfelled 
hiiii^ he refblved never to.ron into the like errour : if at 
odkertiinea.hi^feem toexcufe his vehemence, as more 
tbaa what wali meet,. ^ J'^7^ ^^ examined through, hia 
works, to know how far fi^^rve way to his own fervent 
mind ; it &all fufHce me to look to mine own. And 
tfaisi ihall eaiily aver, though it may feem a hard ikying^ 
lliattbefpirit of Grod, who is purity itfelf, when he would 
reprove any &uit fevereIy,:or but relate things done or 
laid with xiidignation by ofiiers, abftains not from Ibme 
wonls ndt civil at otheriimes to be fpoken. Omkting 
that:plaoe in 'Numbers at the killing of 2^mri and Coibi ; 
done by Phineas in the height of zeal, related, as the 
rabbmsiexpound, inot withottf an obfcene word ; we itiay 
find in Deuteronomy and three' of the prophets, whete 
God, denouncing bitterly the punishments of idolatdftt^ 
tdls them in a term immodeft to be uttered in cool 
blood, that their wives ihall be defiled openly. But 
tfaefe^'they will fay, were honeft words in that age 
wheii they wdre fpokem' Which is more than any rab-' 
bin can prove i and certainly had Ood been fo minded, 
he codid have picked fuoh words as ihould never 
have come into abiife. What will they fay to this ? 
David going againil Nabai, in the very fame bredth when 
he had juil before named the name of God, he vows not 
** to leave any alive of NabaFs houfe that pifleih againft 
the wall.'* But this was unadvifedly fpoken, you'wfll 
anfwer, and fet down to aggravate his infirmity. Ttmi 
then to the firil of Kings, where Ood himfelf ufes thfe- 
phrafe, " I will cut off from Jeroboam him that 'ptflcth 
againfi the wall." Which had it been an unfecmly 
fpeech in the heat of an earneft expreflldn, then we 
muft conclude that Jonathan or Onkelos the targmnifis 
were of cleaner language than he that made the tongue ; 
for they render it as briefly, " I will cut off all Who are. 
at yeara of difcretion," that is to fay, fo much difcretion 
8S to hide nakednefs. Whereas God, who is the author 
both of purity and eloquence, chofe this phrafe as iittefb 
in that vehement character wherein he fpake. Othte* 
wife that pliiin word might have ealily been forbom • 

which 
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which the maforeths and rabbinical fcholiafts^ not well 
attending, have often ufed to blnr the mai^ent with Keri 
inftead of Ketiv, and gave us this infulfe rule out of their 
Talmud, " That all words which' in the law arc written 
obfcenely, muft be changed to more civil words :** fools, 
who would teach men to read more decently than God 
thought good to write. And thus I take it to be mani* 
feft, that indignation againfi: men and their anions note- 
riouily bad hath leave and authority ofttimes to utter 
fuch words and phrafes, as in common talk were not fo 
mannerly to ufe. That }e may know, not only as the 
hiftorian fpeaks, '^ that all thofe things for which men 
plough, build, or fail, obey virtue,'* but that all words^ 
and whatfoever may be fpoken, fhall at fome time in an 
unwonted manner wait upon her purpofes. 

Now that the confutant may'aUb know as he defiicsy 

what force of t«Saching there is fometimes in laughter ; 

I ihall return him in mort, that laughter being one way 

of anfwering '^ a fool according to his folly,*' teaches two 

forts of perfons, firft, the fool himfelf ^' not to be wife in 

his own conceit,'* as Solomon afErms ; which is certainly 

a great document to make an unwife man know himfel£ 

Next, it teacheth the hearers, in as much as fcom is one 

of thofe punifhments, which belong to men carnally wife^ 

which is oft in fcripture declared ; for when fuch are 

punifhed, ^^ the limple are thereby made wife,** if Solo- 

mon*s rule be true. And I would aik, to what end Eiiah 

mocked the falfe prophets ? was it to ihow his wit, or to 

fulfil his humour ? Doubtleis we cannot imagine that 

great fervant of God had any other end, in all which he 

there did, but to teach and inftru6l the'^ poor miiled peo* 

pie. And we may frequently read, that many of the 

martyrs in the midft of their troubles were not fparing^ 

to deride and feoff their fuperftitious perfecutors. Now 

may the confutant advife again with fir Francis Baooby 

whether Eliah and the martyrs did well to turn religioii 

into a comedy or fatire ; '^ to rip up the wounds of ido» 

latry and fuperftition with a laughing countenance:*' 

fo that for pious gravity the author here is matched and 

overmatched, and for wit and morality in one that 

follows : 

y l aqghiag 
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^ ——laughing to teach the truth 
iVhat hinders ? as fome teachers give to bojrs 
Junkets and knacks that they maj learn apace.** 

Thus Flaccus in his firft (atirei and his tenth : 

*' — — Jefting decides great things 

Stronglter and better oft than eameft can.** 

I could brge the fame out of Cicero and Seneca^ but 
be may content him with this. And henceforward, if 
he can learn, may know as well what are the bounds 
and objedks of laughter and vehement reproof, as he 
hath known hitherto how to deferve them both. But 
left fome may haply think, x>r thus expoftulate with me 
after this debatement, who made you the bufy almoner 
to deal about this dole of laughter and repreheniion^ 
which no man thanks your bounty for ? To the ur- 
banity of that man I mould anfwer much after this 
fort: that I, friend obje<5ler, having read of heathen 
philofophers, fome to have taught, that whofoever 
would but ufe his ear to liilen, might hear the voice 
of his guiding genius ever before him, calling, and aa 
It were pointing to that way which is his part to /oUow; 
odiers, as the ftoics, to account reafon, which they call 
the Hegempnicon, to be the common Mercury condu6i* 
ing without errour thofe that give themfelves obediently 
to be led accordingly : having read this, I could not ' 
efteem fo poorly of tne fiiith which I profefs,^ that Gp4' 
had Idt nothing to thofe who had forfaken mil other v 
doctrines for his, to be an inward witnefs andN^anani 
of what they have to do, as that they fhould n^ed to 
meafure themfelves by other mcn*s meafures, how to 
give (cope or limit to their proper a<^ions ; for that were 
to make us the mod at a ftand, the moft uncertain and 
accidental wanderers in our doings, of all religions in the 
world. So that the queflion ei^ while moved, who it 
he that fpends thus the benevolence of laughter and 
reproof fo liberally upon fuch men as the prelate^ 
nay return with a more juft demand, who he is not of 
place and knowledge never fo mean^ under whofe con* 
7 tempt 
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tempt and jerk thefe men are not defervedly fallen ? 
Neither can religion receive any wound by .difgraoe 
thrown upon the prelates, iince religion and uiey furely 
were never in fuch amity. They rather are the men 
who have wounded religion, and their ftripes tnuft \jkal 
her. I might alfo tell tliem> what £le<5lra in Sophocles^ 
a wife virgin, anfwered her wicked mother, who thought 
hcrfclf too violently reproved by her the daughter; 

*lls you thtrt fay it^ not I ; yon do the deeds, 
And your UDgodly deeds iiod me the words. 

If therefore the Remonftrant complain of libels, it is 
becaufe he feels them to be right aimed. For I aik 
again, as before in the animadversions, how k^; is it 
fince he hath difrelifhed libels ? We never heard the 
leail mutte:r of his voice againil them while they flew 
abroad without control or check, de&ming the Scots 
and Puritans. And yet he can remember of none but 
Lyfimachus Nicanor, and ^'that he miiliked and cenr 
fured/* No more but of one can the Remonihant re« 
member ? What if I put him in mind of one more ? 
What if of one more whereof the Remonflxant in maHy 
likelihoods may be thought the author ? Did he never 
fee a pamphlet intitled^after his own falhion, ^' A Survey 
of that foolifh, feditious, fcandalous, prophane Lib^l, the 
Ftotefiation proteAed ?" The child doth not more es- 
prefsly refigure the vi(^ge of his father, than that book 
xefembles the fiyle of the Remonftrant, in thofe idiomB 
of fpeech, wherein he feems moft to delight : and in 
the fevententh page three lines together are taken out 
of the Remonftrance word for word, not as a citation^ 
but as an author borrows from himfelf. Whoever it' 
be, he may as juftly be faid to have libelled^ as he 
againil whom he writes: there ye fhall find another 
man than is here made fhow of, there he bites as fail as 
this whines. *^ Vinegar in the ink" is there *^ the antidote 
of vipers." Laughing in a religious contrbverfy is there 
*^ a thrifty phyfic to expel his melancholy." In die 
fis^n time the leilimony of iir Francis Bacon was not 
miialleged, complaining that libels on the biihops put 

were 
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uttered openly ; and if he h(q>ed the prelatei had 
no intdiligence with the libellers, he delivers it but aa 
his £ivourable opinion. But had he contradicted hjunfel^ 
how could I aifoil him here, more tiian a little bi^mi 
where I know not how, by entangling himfelf, he ^leaves 
an afperfion upon Job, which by any elfe I never hmii^ 
laid to his charge ? For having affinned that '^ there' 1$ 
no greater confulion than the confounding of jeft and 
cameft," prefcntly he brings the example of Job, "glanc- 
ing at conceits of mirth, when he fat among the {^eopl^ 
with the gravity of a judge upon him/^ If jdl and 
cameii be fuch a confulion, then were the pepple nuich 
wifer than Job, for ^^ he fmiled, and they liciUeveil. him 
not.*' To defend libels, which is that whereof I ^uornext 
accufed, was far from my purpofc. I had not fo Iktlq 
ihare in good name, as to give another that advantage 
againft myfelf. The fum of what I faid was, that a 
more free permiilion of writing at fome times might be 
profitable, in fuch a queftion efpedally wherein the ma*-^ 
giftrates are not fully refolved; and both fides have 
equal liberty to write, as now they have. Not as when 
the prelates bore fway« in whofe time the books of fQpip 
men were confuted, when they who ihould have asofweot 
ed were in clofe prifon, denied the ufe of pen or papeTi 
And the divine right of epifcopacnr was then vauanlly 
ai&rted^ when he who would have been refpondent w^ 
have bethought himfelf withal how he could refute tha 
Clink or the Gatehoufe. If now therefore they be pur* 
fued with bad words, who perfecuted others with bad 
deeds, it is a way to Icfien tumult rather than to increafi^ 
it ; whenas anger thus freely vented fpends itfelf ere it 
break out into adion, though Machiavel, whom he cite8» 
or any other Machiavelian prieft think the contrary. 



SECT. III. 



Now readers, I bring ye to his third fe<ftion ; wherein 
very cautioufly and no more than needs, left I ihould 
take him for fome chaplain at hand, fomc fquire of the 
body to his prelate, one that fervcs not at the altar only, 
but at the court cupboard, he will bellow on us a pretty 
1 model 
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model of himfelf ; and fobs me out half a dozen phthificsil 
mottoes wherever he had them, -hoppmg fhort in the 
meafure of convulfion-fits ; in which labour the agony 
of his wit having efcap6d narrowly, infiead of welluzed 
periods, he greets us with a quantity of thumb-ring pefies* 
'^ He has a fortune therefore good, becaufe he is content 
with it*' This is a piece of fapience not worth the brain 
of a fruit trencher ; as if content were the meafure of 
what is good or bad in the gift of fortune. For by this 
rule a bad man may have a good fortune, becaufe he 
may be ofttimes content with it for many reafons which 
have no affinity with virtue, as love of eafe, want of 
fpirit to ufe more, and the like. ** And therefore con- 
tent," he fays, " becaufe it neither goes before, nor oooaes 
behind his merit.'^ Belike then if his fortune fhould gg 
b^ore his merit, he would not be content, but refign, if 
we believe him, which I do the lefs, becaufe he implies, 
that if it came behind his merit, he would be content as 
little. Whereas if a wife man's content fhould depend 
upon fuch a therefore, becaufe his fortune came not be- 
hind his merit, how many wife men could have content 
in this world ? In his next pithy fymbol I dare not board 
him, for he pafles all the (even wife maflers of Greece, 
attributing to himfelf that which on my life Solonum' 
durft not : ^^ to have affe^lions fo equally tempered, that 
they neither too haflily adhere to the truth before it be 
folly examined, nor too lazily aflerward/* Which, unlefs 
he only were exempted out of the corrupt mafs of Adam^ 
bom without fin original, and living without aAual, is 
impofiible. Had Solomon (for it behoves me to inftanoe 
in the wifefl, dealing with fuch a tranfcendant fage as 
this) had Solomon afiedlions fo equally tempered, ^s *' not 
adhering too lazily to the truth,** when God warned 
him of his halting in idolatry ? do we read that he rc^ 
pented haflily ? did not his affe6lions lead him haflily 
from an examined truth, how much more would they 
lead him flowly to it ? Yet this man, beyond a floic 
apathy, fees truth as in a rapture, and cleaves to it ; not 
as through the dim glafs of his afFe6lions, which, in thig 
frail manfion of fiefh, are ever unequally tempered, 
pufhing forward to errour, and keeping back from truth 

ofltimes 
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oftdmes the beft of moi. But how far this boafter is 
from knowing himfelfj let his pre&ce fpeak. Something 
I thought it was that made him fo quickiiehted to 
^ther luch ftrange tlun^s out of the animadverfionsy 
whi^peof the leaft conception could not be drawn ficom 
thence, of ^^ fuburb-links," fometimes '^ out of wit and 
dothesy** fometimes ^^ in new ferge, drinking fackf and 
fwearing ;** now I know it was this equal temper of his 
afibfUons, that gave him to fee dearer than any feimel* 
rubbed ferpent Lafily, he has refolved '^ that ndther 
perfon nor caufe (hall improper hint** I may mifbtke 
lus meaning, for the word ye hear is ^^ improper.'* But 
whether if not a perfon, yet a good parfonage or impro- 
priation bought out for him, would not ^^ improper** him, 
beeaufe there may be a quirk in the word, I leave it 
for a canonift to refolve. 



SBC T. IT. 

4td thuseilds this fe<Stiou, or rather diiIe<dion, of him- 
|h0rt||i'jirill fay both in breadth and extend, as in oiir 
otwinaiJCbi it ought to be, unlefs wherein a good name 
bath been wrongfully attainted. Right ; but if ye look at 
what he afcribes. to himfelf, '^ that temper of his afieo- 
tionot** which cannot any where be but in Paradife, all 
the judicious panegyrics in any language extant; are not 
halt fi> prolix. And that well appears in his next re- 
moval. For what with putting his fancy to the tiptoe 
in this defcription pf himfelf, and what with adventuring 
prefently to ftand upon his own legs without the crutches 
of his maigin, which is the fluice mod commonly that 
feeds the drought of his text, he comes Q> lazily on in a 
£mile, with Ids ^^ armfull of weeds/* and demeans him- 
felf in the dull expreifion fo like a dough-kneaded thing, 
that he has not fpirit enough left him fo far to look 
to his fyntax, as to avoid nonfenfe. For it mud bo 
underftood there that the ilranger, and not he who brings 
the bundle, would be deceived in cenl'uring the fields 
which this hipfhot grammarian caimot iet into right 
fiame of conilrudiion, neither hete in the iimilitude, nor 
ia the following rcddition thereof; which being to this 

purpofe. 
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piirpofe^ that '^ the faults of the beft picked out, iinSt 

Erefented in grofs^ feem monftrous, this,*' faith he, *^ you 
ave done, in pinning on his fleeve the faults of others;*^ 
as if to pick out his own faults, and to pin the £iults 
of others upon him, were to do the fame thing. To an- 
fwer therefore how I have culled out the evil adiions 
of the Remonflrant from his virtues, I am acquitted by 
the dexterity and conveyance of his nonfenfe, lofing th^ 
fyc which he brought his parable. But what of other 
men's faults I have pinned upon his fleeve. let him ihovit. 
For whether he were the man who termed the m^ulyrs 
Foxian confeffors, it matters not ; he that fhall fiep up 
before others to defend a church-government, which 
wants almoft no circumilance, but only a name, to be a 
plain popedom, a government which changes the fatherly 
and ever-teaching difcipline of Chrifl into that lonily 
and uninilru6ling jurifdidtion, which properly makes the 
pope Antichrift, makes himfelf an acceiroiy to all the evil 
committed by thofe, who are armed to do mifchief by 
that undue government ; which they, by their wicked 
deeds, do, with a kind of paflive and unwitting obedience 
to God, deftroy ; but he, by plaufible words and tradi- 
tions againfl the (cripture, obftidately feeks to maintain. 
They, by their own wickednefs ruining their own unjuft 
authority, make room for good to fucceed $ but he, by 
a fhow of good upholding the evil which in them undoes 
itfelf, hinders the good which they by accident let in. 
Their manifefl: crimes ferve to bring forth an enfuing 
good, and hailen a remedy againfl themfelves ; and his 
feeming good tends to reinforce their felf-punifhing 
crimes and his own, by doing his beft to delay all 
redrefs. Shall not all the mifchief which other men 
do be laid to his charge, if they do it by that unchurch- 
like power which he defends ? Chrifl faith, *' he that 
is not with me, is againfl me ; and he that gathers not 
with me, fcatters." In what degree of enmity to Chrift 
fhall we place that man then, who fo is with him, as that 
it makes more againfl him ; and fo gathers with him, that 
it fcattcrs more from him ? Shall it avail that man to tigf 
he honours the martyrs memory, and treads in thctf 
jfteps ? No ; the pharifees confefled as much of the holy 

prophetSr 
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prophets. Let him, and fuch as he, when they are in 
their bcft adlions, even at their pra)^rs, look to hear 
that which the pharifeea heard m)tn John the Baptift 
when they leaft expedled, when they rather looked for 
praife from him; '^ generation of vipers, who hath 
warned ye to flee from the wrath to come ?" Now that 
yc have ftarted back from the purity of fcripture, which 
IS the only rule of reJEbrmation, to uie old vomit of your 
traditions ; now that ye have either troubled or leavened 
the people of Godf and the dodlrine of the gofpel with 
icandalous ceremonies and mafs-borrowed hturgies, do 
ye tarn the ufe of that truth which ye profefs, to couqt 
tcnance that falfehood which ye gain by ? We alfo 
r ev er e n ce the martyrs, but rely only upon the fcriptures. 
And why we ought not to rely upon the martyrs, I fhall 
be content with fuch reafons as my confuter himfelf 
•fiords me ; who is, I muft needs fay for him, in that 
point as officious an adverfary as- 1 would wifh to any 
man. For, " firft,'* (aith he, •' there may be a martyr 
in a wrong caufe, and as courageous in fufiering as the 
beft; ibmetimes in a good caufe with a forward ambition 
difpleafing to God. Other whiles they that ftory of them 
out of blind zeal or malice, may write many things of 
them untruly/* If this be fo, as ye hear his own confef- 
fionj with what fafetycan the ttemonibrant rely upon 
Ae martyrs as ^' patrons of his caufe,'* whenas any of 
thofe who are alleged for the approvers of our liturgy or 
prelaty, might have been, though not in a wrong caufe^ 
martyrs ? Yet whether not vainly ambidous of mat ho* 
nouTj or whether not mifreported or mifunderflood in 
thofe their opinions, God only knows. The teftimony 
of what we believe in religion muft be fuch as the eon* 
fdence may reft on to be infallible and incomiptibley 
which is only the word of God. 

SECT. v. 

ft 

His fifth ie6Uon finds itfelf aggrieved that the Remon- 
ftnnt ihould be taxed with the illegal proceeding of the 
high commiffion, and oath ex officio : and firfi;, *^ whe- 
ther they were illegal or no, it is more than lie knows.** 

Voi^. I. U Sec 
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Sec this malevolent fox ! that tyranny which the whole 
kingdom cried out againil as flung with adders and 
fcorpions, that tyranny which the parliament, in com- 
panion of the church and commonwealth, hath diflblved 
and fetched up by the roots, for which it hath received 
the public thanks and bleilings of thoufands; this obfcure 
thorn eater of malice and detra6Uon as well as of quod- 
libets and fophifms, knows not whether it were ille^ or 
not. Evil, evil, would be your reward, ye worthies of 
the parliamentj if this fophifter and his accomplices had 
the cenfiiring or the founding forth of your laboun. 
And that the Remonftrant cannot wafh his hands of all 
the cruelties exercifed by the prelates, is paft doubting. 
They fcourged the confeflTors of the gofpel, and he held 
the fcoui]gers garments. They executed their rage \ and 
he, if be did nothing elfe, defended the government with 
the oath that did it, and the ceremonies which were the 
caufe of it; does he think to be counted guiltlefi ? 

SECT. ▼!• 

In the following fe&ion I mud foretel yCj readers, the 
doings will be rough and dangerous, the baiting of a 
iatire. And if the work feem more trivial or boiflerous 
than for this difcourfe, let the Remonftrant thank the 
folly of this oonfuter, who could not let a private word 
pafs, but he muft make all this blaze of it. I had laid, 
that becaufe the Remonftrant was fo much offended with 
thofe who were tart againft the prelates, fure he loved 
tQOthlefs fatiresy which I took were as improper as a 
toothed fleekftone. This champion from behind the 
arras cries out, that thofe toothleis fatires were of the 
Remonftrant*8 making ; and arms himfelf here tooth and 
nail, and horn to boot, to fupply the want of teethj pr 
rather of gums in the fatires. And for an onfet tells me, 
that thefimile of a fleekftone '^fhows I can be as bold 
with a. prelate as familiar with a laundrefs/* But does 
it not argue rather the lafcivious .promptnefs of his own 
fancy, who, from the harmlcfs mention of a fleekftqn^ 
could neigh out the remembrance of his old converGition 
among the viraginian trollops ? For me^ if he move me^ 

lihall 
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I Aall claim his own oath, the oath ex officio againft 
any prieft or prelate in the kingdom^ to have ever as 
much hated fuch pranks as the beil and chafteft of them 
all. That exception which I made againft toothlefs 
iatires, tlie confuter hopes I had from the fatirift, but is 
fiur deceived : neither have I ever read the hobbh'ng dif- 
tich which he means. For this good hap I had from a 
careful education, to be inured and feafoned betimes 
with the beft and eleganteft authors of the learned 
tiMigues, and thereto brought an ear that could meafure 
a juft i^dence, and fcan without articulating: rather 
nice and humorous in what was tolerable, than patient 
to read every drawling verfifier. Whence lighting upon 
this title of ^^ toothlefs fatires,** I will not conceal ye what 
I thought, readers, that fure this muft be fome fucking 
fitfire, wlio might have done better to have ufed his 
coral, and made an end of breeding, ere he took upon 
him to wield a fatire's whip. But when I heard him talk 
of *' fcdwering the rufty fwords of elvifli knights,'* do 
not hUme me, if I changed my thought, and concluded 
him fome defperate cutler. But why <^ his fcomful mufe 
could never abide with tragic fhoes her ancles for to 
hide,** the pace of the verfe told me that her mawkin 
knuckles were never fhapen to that nml bulkin. And 
turning by chance to the fixth fatire ot his fecond book, 
I was confirmed ; where having begun loftily ^' in Hea- 
ven^s univerfal alphabet,'' he falls down to that wretched 
poomels and frigidity, as to talk of '^ Bridge ffareet in 
lleaTen, and the Oilier of Heaven,*' and there wanting 
other matter to catch him a heat, (for certain he was in 
die firoaen zone miferably benummed) with thoitfhts 
lower than any beadle betakes him to whip the ngn- 
pofts of Cambridge alehoufes, the ordinary fubjeA of 
fincflunen's tales, and in a ftrain as pitiful. Wmch for 
him' who would be counted the fiiil engliih fatire, to 
abafe himfelf to, who might have learned better among 
the latin and italian fatirifls, and in our own tongue 
fixMU the " Vilion and Creed of Pierce Plowman,** befides 
others before him, manifcfted a prefumptuous undertak- 
ing^ with weak and unexamined ihoulders. For a fatire 
as it was bom out of a tragedy, fo ought to rcfemble 
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his parentage, to ftrike high, and adventure dadgerotffly 
at the moil eoiiiient vices among the greateft perfons, 
and not to creep into every blind taphoufe, that fears a 
conftable more thata a fatire. But that fuch a poem 
ihould be toothlefs, I Hill afErm it to be. a bull, takii^ 
away the eflence of that which it calls itfelf. For if it 
bite neither the perfons nor the vices, bow is it a fatire ? 
And if it bite either, how is it toothlefs ? So that tooth- 
lefs fatires arc as much as if he had faid toothleft teeth. 
What we fhould do therefore with this learned oom- ^ 
ment upon teeth and horns, which hath brov^ht thi^ 
confutant into his pedantic kingdom of Coroucoptat tcr: 
reward him for glofling upon horns even to the Aebrev^ 
root, I know not; nnleis we ihould commend him to ~ 
lecturer in £afl*cheap upon St Luke*8 day, when tht 
iend their tribute to that famous haven byDeptfon^ 
But we are not like to efcape him Uu Foe now th^ 
worm of criticifm works in him, he will tell us tt:^ 
derivation of ^^german rutters, of meat, and of inlL-^'^ 
which doubllefs, rightly applied with fome gpdl Sa it, 
may prove good to heal this tetter of pedaffogifin tkut 
befpreads him, with fuch a tenefmus of origmatiog, that 
if he be' an arminian, and deny original fin^ all likt tfy^ 
mologies of his book ihall ivitnefs, that his brain is nof 
meanly tainted with that infection. 

8 K C T. TIT. 

His feventh fe6lion labours to cavil out the flaws 
which were found in the Remonftrant's lo^c; wbo 
having laid down for a general propofition, mat *^ civil 
polity is variable and arbitrary,'* from whence was infe' 
led logically upon him, that he had concluded the poli^ 
of England to be arbitrary, for general includes partkii- 
lar ; here his defendant is not afhamed to contefsy tfasi 
the Remonilrant's propofition was fophiftical by a fiaXkei 
called ad plures intcrrogationes : which founds to flue 
fome what' flrange^ that a Remonfhunt of that pretended 
iincerity fhould bring deceitful . and double-dealing pi^ 
pofitions to the parliament. The truth is, he haa kt 

flip a fhrewd paffagc ere he was aware^ not thinking 
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Qclufion would turn upon him with fucha terribk 
and not knowing how to wind out of the briars, 
his fubftitute, feeo^s more willing to lay the inte- 
>f his logic to pawn, and grant a fallacy in his own 
, where none is, than to be forced to uphold the 
ice. For that diftindlion of poflible, and lawful, 
:nilous to be fought for in that piopofition ; no man 
mg that it is poflible to change the form of civil 
; and that it is held lawful by that major, the word 
rary*' implies. Nor will this help him, to deny 
is arbitrary ^^ at any time, or by any undertakers^" 
ti are the limitations invented by him iince) for 
it ftands as he will have it now by his fecond 
1, ^^ civil polity is variable, but not at any time, or 
r undertakers,"* it will refult upon him, belike thjBJi 
le time, and by feme undertakers it may. And {b 
% on mincing the matter, till he meets with fome- 
in fir Francis Bacon ; then he takes heart again, 
olds his major at laige. But by and by, as foon as 
adow of fir Francis hath left him, he falls off again 
[igi and warping, till he cpme to contradidt himfelf 
imeters and denies flatly that it is *^ either variable 
itrary, being once fetded.*' Which third ihift is 
fs a piece of laughter : for, before the polity was 
I, how could it be variable, whenas it was no polity 
but either an anarchy or a tyranny ? That limi* 
therefore, of after-fettling, is a mere tautology. So 
in fine, his former aflertion is now recantedj ai^d 
i polity is neither variable nor arbitrary.** 

SECT. VIII. 

latever clfe may perfuade me, that this confutation 
ot made without fome aflifiance or advice of the 
nfirant, yet in this eighth fedtion that his hand was 
:eatly intermixed, I can eafily believe. For it begins 
this furmife, that ^^ not having to accufe the Kp- 
rant to the king, I do it to the parliament;** which 
it of the man clearly fboves the king out of the 
ment, and makes two bodies of one. Whereas the 
nArant, in the cpiflle to his lad ^ Short Anfwer,** 
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gives his fuppofal, " that they cannot be fevered in the 
rights of their fevcral concernments." Mark, readers, 
if they cannot be fevered in what is feveral (which cafts 
a bull's eye to go yoke with the toothlefs fatii-es) how 
fhould they be fevered in their common concernmentSy 
the welfare of the land, by due accufation of fuch as are 
the common grievances, among which I took the Re- 
monftrant to be one ? And therefore if I accufed him 
to the parliament, it was the fame as to accufe him to 
the king. Next he cads it into the difh of I know not 
whom, '^ that they flatter fome of the houfe^ and libel 
others whofe confciences made them vote contrary to 
fome proceedings." Thofe fome proceedings, can be 
underftood of nothing clfe but the deputy's execution. 
And can this private concoAor of malecontent, at the 
very inftant when he pretends to extol the parliaments^ 
afibrd thus to blur over, rather than to mention, thar: 
public triumph of their juftice and confiancy, fo higl^ 
10 glorious, lb reviving to the fainted commonwealtl^ 
with fuch a fufpicious and murmuring expreffion as t:: 

call it fome proceedings ? And yet immediately he fkl 

to glofling, as if he were the only man that rejoiced ^ 
thefe times. But I ihall difcover to ye, readers, that tl^ 
his praifing of them is as full of nonfenfe and fcholaf^ 
foppery, as his meaning he himfelf difcovers to be fi 
of clofe malignity. His firft encomium is, ^* that the 
looks not upon a braver, nobler convocation than is 
of king, peers, and commons.'* One thing I beg of -y^ 
readers, as ye bear any zeal to learning, to elegance, uvd 
that which is called decorum in the writipg of prai/i; 
cfpecially on fuch a noble argument, ye would not he 
offended, though I rate this cloiflered lubber according 
to his deferts. Where didft thou learn to be fo aguiib,fo 
pulillanimous, thou lofel bachelor of art, as againft all 
cuflom and ufe of fpeech to term the high and fovereigp 
court of parliament, a convocation ? Was this the flower 
of all the fynonimas and voluminous papers, whofe beft 
folios are predcftined to no better end than to make wind- 
ingfheets in lent for pilchers ? Couldft thou prefume thai 
with one word's fpeaking to clap as it were under hatoho 
the king with all his peers and geatry into fquare caps add 
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monkiih hoods ? How well doft thou now appear to be 
a chip of the old block, that couldfind <^ Bridge ilreet 
and alehoufes in Heaven ?" Why didft thou not, to be 
his perfedfc imitator, liken the king to the vicechancellor, 
and the lords, to the do<Stors ? Neither is this an indig- 
nity only but a reproach, to call that inviolable re(idence 
of juftice and liberty, by fuch an odious name as now a 
•• convocation" is become, which would be nothing in- 
jured, though it were ftyled the houfe of bondage, w here- 
out fo many cruel tafks, fo many iinjuft burdens have 
been laden upon the bruifed confciences of fo many 
chriflians throughout the land. But which of thofe 
worthy deeds, whereof we and our pofterity muft confefs 
this parliament to have done fo many and fo noble, which 
of thofe memorable adh comes firft into his praifes? 
JNTone of all, not one. What will he then praite them 
for ? Not for any thing doing, but for deferring to do, 
<br deferring to cnaftife his lewd and infolent compriefls: 
not that they have deferred all, but that he hopes they 
xrill remit wnat is yet behind. For the reft of his oratory 
that follows, fo juft is it in the language of flail epiftle 
nonfenfe, that if he who made it can underftand it, I 
deny not but that he may deferve for his pains a cafl 
doublet. When a man would look he ihould vent fome- 
thing of his own, as ever in a fet fpeech the manner is 
ipvith him that knows any thing, he, left we fhould not 
take notice enough of his barren ftupidity, declares it by 
alphabet, and refers us to odd renmants in his topics* 
Nor yet content with the wonted room of his mai^in^ 
bat he muft cut out large docks and creeks into his text, 
to unlade the foolifh frigate of his unfeafonable authori- 
ties, not therewith to praife the parliament, but to tell 
them what he would have them do. What elfe there is, 
he jumbles together in fuch a loft conftru£tion, as no 
man, either lettered or unlettered, will be able to piece 
up. I ihall (pare to tranfcribe him, but if I do him 
wnmg let me be fo dealt with. 

Now although it be a digreffion from the enfuing 
matter, yet becaufe it fhall not be faid I am apter to 
blame others than to make trial mjrfelf, and that I may 
after this harfh difcord touch upon a Imoother firing 
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awhile to entertain myfelf and him tliat lift, with ibme 
more pleaiing fit, and not the leaft to teftify the grati- 
tude which 1 owe to thofe public benefadlors of their 
country, for the fhare I enjoy in the common peace and 
good by their inccflant labours ; I (hall be fo troublc- 
lome to this declaimer for once, as to fhow him what he 
might have better faid in their praife : wherein I mufi 
mention only fome few things of many, for more than 
that to a digreilion may not be granted. Although cer* 
tainly their actions arc worthy not thus to be Ipoken of 
by the way, yet if hereafter it befall me to attempt fome- 
thing more anfwerable to their great merits, I perceive 
how hopelefs it will be to reach the height of their 
praifes at the accomplifhment of that expcdation that 
waits upon their noble deeds, the unfinifhing whereof 
already furpafTes what others before them have left en- 
a£led with their utmoft performance through many ^ea» 
And to the end we may be confident that what they do, 
proceeds neither from uncertain opinion,^ nor fudden 
counfels, but from mature wifdom, deliberate virtue, and 
dear affedlion to the public good ; T ihall begio at that 
which made them likelieft in the eyes of good men to 
cfFe£t thofe things for the recovery of decayed religion 
and the commonwealth, which they who were beft 
minded had Ions wifhed for, but few, as the times then 
were defperate, had the courage to hope for. Firft, there- 
fore, the moft of them being either of ancient and high 
nobility, or at leaft of known and well reputed anceftry, 
which is a great advantage towards virtue one way,^ but 
in refpe6l of wealth, cafe, and flattery, which accompany 
a nice and tender education, is as much a hindrance 
another way; the good which lay before them th^ 
took, in imitating the worthieft of tlieir progenitors; 
and the evil which ailliulted their younger years by the 
temptation of riches, high birth, and th^t ufual bringixig 
up, perhaps too favourable and too remifs, through the 
ftrength of an inbred goodnefs, and with the help of 
divine grace, that had marked them out. for no mean 
puipofes, they nobly overcame. Yet had they a greater 
danger to cope with ; for, being trained up in the know-r. 
ledge of learning, and fent to thofe pl^qcs which were 
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intended to be the feed plot^ of piety and 4be liberal arlg, 
bnt were become the nurfeiies of fuperftitioD and .empty 
Ip^alation, as they were profpexpQS againft thofe vices 
whic^ ^w upon youth out of idleoefs and fuperflnityy 
fo were they happy in working off the hartoa of dieir 
^bufed ftudiesand labours; corre^ng by the deameia 
of their own Judgment the erroucs of their nufinftmAiony 
and were, as David was^ wifer than their teachers. And 
although their lot fell into fudb times, and to be bred in 
fuch -places, where if they chanced to be tau^ any thing 

rl/ or oif their own accord bad learnt it^ they m^^ 
that prefently untai:^ht than by the cuflom and iU 
examplje of their elders ; fo fiur in all probability was their 
youth from being milled by the fingle power <tt example, 
as their riper years were known. to be unmoved with the 
baits of prefinment, and undaunted for any diicoarag^ 
ment and terrour which appeared often to thofe that loved 
lelk^ion and their native liberty ; which two things God 
hftm infeparably knit together^ and hath difdofed to us^ 
ikat they who leek to corrupt our reUgion, are die fiune 
that would enthral our civil liberty. Thus in the midft 
of all-diiadvantages and difrefpe^ (fome alfoat laft not 
ipvithout imprifooment^and open di&nices in the caufe 
of their country) having given proofof themielves to be 
better made and framed by nature to the love and prac*- 
tice of virtue, than others under the holieft precepts and 
bffi: examples have been headftrong and pnHie to vice % 
and having in all the trials of a mm ingrafted honefty 
not oftener buckled in the ccmflid than given everf 
of^iition the foil ; this moreover was added by favour 
from Heaven, as an ornament and happinefs to dieir 
virtue, that it Ihould be neither cbfcure m the opinion 
of men, nor eclipfed for want of matter equal to illuArate 
itfdf I God and man confenting in joint approbation to 
choofe them out as worthieft above otheis to be both the 
great reformers of th6 churchy and the refiorers of the 
commopwcaUh* Nor did they deceive that expedatioa 
which with the ^yes and defirds of their country was 
fixed upon them ; for no fooner did the force of lb much 
united excellence meet in one gld>e ofhrightnefsand 
ei^Scacyj, bjiit encountering the. dazzled j^iftance of 
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tyranny^ they gave not oyer, though their enemies were 
ftiong and fubtle, till they had laid her groveling upon 
the fatal block ; with one ftroke winning again our loft 
liberties and charters^ which our fore&thers after fo many 
battles could fcaroe maintain. And meeting next^ as [ 
may fo refemble, with the fecond life of tyranny (for ihe 
was grown an ambiguous monfter^ and to be flain in two 
ihapes) guarded with fuperftition^ which hath no fmall 
power to captivate the minds of men othetwife moil wife, 
they neither were taken with her mitred hypocrify, nor 
terrified with the puih of her beftial horns, but breaking 
themj immediately forced her to unbend the pontifical 
brow, and recoil ; which repulfe only given to the pre^ 
lates (that we may imagine how happy their removal 
would be) was the producement of fuch glorious efie^^s 
and confequences in the church, that if I fhould compare 
Ihem with thofe exploits of higheft fame in poems and 
panegyrics of old, I am certain it would but diminiih 
and impair their worth; who are now my argument ; for 
thofe ancient worthies delivered men from fuch tyrants 
las were content to inforce only an outward obedience, 
letting the mind be as free as it could ; but thefe have 
freed us from a dodrine of tjnnanny, that offered violence 
and corruption even to the inward perfualion. The^ fet 
at liberty nations and cities of men pood and bad mixed 
together ; but thefe opening the prifons and dungeons, 
called out of darknefs and bonds the eledfc martvrs and 
witnefles of their Redeemer. They reflored the Dody to 
eafe and wealth; but thefe, the opprefled confcience to 
that freedom which is the chief prerogative of the gofpd ; 
taking off thofe cruel burdens impofed not by neceffity, 
as other tyrants are wont for the fafeguard of their lives, 
but laid upon our necks by the ftrange wiifulnefs and 
wantonnefs of a needlefs and jolly peitecutor called In- 
difference. Laftly, fome of thofe ancient deliverers have 
had immortal praifes for preferving their citizens finm « 
famine of com. But thefe, by this only repulfe of an uiK 
holy hierarchy, almoft in a moment replenifhed with fay- 
ing knowledge their country nigh famifhed for want of that 
which fhould feed their fouls. All this being done while 
two armies in the field ftood gazing on, the one in rever^ 
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eix^e of fuch noblenefs quietly gave back and diflodged; 
the otber,^ fpight of the onrulmefs, and doubted fidelity 
in fopae regiments, was either perfuaded or compelled to 
diiband and retire home. With fuch a majefty had their 
wifdom begirt itfelf^ that whereas others had levied war 
to fubdhie a nation thatfou^t for peace^ thqr fitting here 
in peace, could fo many miles extend the force of their 
fingle words, as to overawe the diflblute ftoutnefs of an 
armed power fecretly ftirred up and almoft hired againft 
them. And having by a folenm proteftation vowed 
themfelves and the Kingdom anew to God and his fer- 
vice, and by a prudent forefight above what their Others 
thought on, prevented the mfiR>lution and fruftrating of 
their ddfigns by an imtimely breaking up ; notwithftand- 
ins all the treafonous ^lots againft them^ all the rumours 
^ler of rebellion or invafion, thejr have not been yet 
brought to change their confiant lefolution, ever to thmk 
fearlcfidy of their own fafeties, and hopefiiUy of the com- 
monwealth : which hath g^dned them fuch an admiration 
from all good men, that now they hear it as their ordi- 
Darv fumame, to be faluted the mthers of their countnr, 
ana fit as gods among daily petitions and oublic thanu 
flowing in upon thenu Which doth fo ntde yet exalt 
them in their own thoughts, that, with all gentle afiability 
and courteous acceptance, they both receive and return 
that tribute of thanks which is tendered them ; teftifying 
their zeal and defire to fpend themfelves as it were piece- 
meal upon the grievances and wrongs of their diftrefibl 
nation ; infomuch that the meanefi: artifans and labour* 
cr^ at other times alfo women, and often the younger 
fort of fervants afiembling with their complaints, and mat 
fometimes in a lefs humble guife than for petitioners, 
have gone with confidence, that neither their meanneis 
would be rejeAcd, nor their fimplicity contemned ; nor 
yet their urgency diftafted either by the dignity, wifdom, 
or moderation of that fupreme fenate ; nor did they de- 
part uniatisHed. And indeed, if we confider the general 
concourfe of fuppliants, the free and ready admittance, 
the willing and fpeedy redrefs in what is pofiible, it will 
not fecm much otherwife, than as if fome divine commif- 
fion from Heaven were defcended to take into hearing 
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and commiferation the long remedilefs affli Aions of this 
kingdom ; were it not that none more than therofelves ' 
labour to remove and divert fuch thoughts^ left men 
ihould place top much confidence in their porfons, ftiU 
referring us and our prayers to him that can grant all, and 
appointing the monthly return of public fails and fuppli- 
cations. Therefore the more they feek to humble them- 
fdvesj the more does Grod, by manifeft iigns and teflimo- 
nies, vifibly honour their proceedings ; and fets them as 
the mediators of this his covenant, which he afiers us to 
renew. Wicked men daily canfpire their hurt, and it 
comes to nothing; rebellion rages in our Iriih province, 
but, with miraculous and lofslels vi^ries of few agpinft 
many, is daily dilcomfited and broken ; if we negledl not 
this early pledge of 6od*s inclining towards us^ by the 
ilacki^s of our needful aids. And whereas at other 
timep we count it ample honour when .God vouchiafes 
to make man the inftrument and fubbrdinate worker of 
his gracious will, fuch acceptation have their prayers 
£>ui)d with him, that to them he hath been pleafed to 
make himfelf the agqit, and immediate performer of 
their deiires ; difTolving their difficulties When they are 
thought inexplicable, cutting out ways for them where 
no paii^e could be feen ; as who is there fo regardleis of 
divine rrovidence, that from late occurrences will not 
confefs ? If therefore it be fo high a grace when men 
are preferred to be but the inferior officers of good things 
from God, whdt is it when Grod himfelf condefcends, and 
works with his own hands* to fulfil the requefis of men ? 
Which I leave with them as the greateft praife that caQ 
belong to human nature : not that we ihould think they 
are at the end of their glorious progrefs, but that they 
will go on to follow his Almighty leading, who (eems 
to have thus covenanted with them ; that if the will and 
the endeavour Ihall be theirs, the performance and the 
perfeAing fhallbehis. Whence only it is that I have 
not feared, though many wife men have mifcarried Jn 
praiiing great defigns bemre the utmoft event, becaufe I 
fee who is their affifiant, who is their confederate, who 
hath engaged his omnipotent arm to fuppoft and crown 
with fuccefs their faith^ their fortitude^ their juft.aoci 

magnanimoua 
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tnagiumimotis adions, till he have brought to pafs all 
that eiipei£led good^ which, his fervants truft, is in his 
thoughts to bring upon thift land in the full and perfect: 
t^eibritottion of his church. 

Thus far I haye-iiiereired, readers^ from my former 
^fVlb$^ ; but xet!(0S6m a path, as I doubt not ye will 
, ttKe with itie, tb %e much fairer and more delightful 
man the roadway 1 was in. And how to lM:eak off fud* 
denly into thofe jarring notes which this confuter hath 
fet m^ I muft be wary, unlefs I can provide a^nft of^ 
fending the iear, as foroe muKicians ate wont ikilfuUy to 
fall out of one key into another, without breach of har- 
tiidny. By good luck therefore his ninth fe^on is fpent 
in mournful elegy, certain pallionate folilpquies ; and two 
^dle pages of interrogatones that praife the Remonlirant 
evtfn to the fonneting of '^ his fnefh chedis, quick cyt^ 
fOUDd tongue, agil hand, and nimble invention.^ 

In his tenth fe^on he will needs ey^ figurte, and 
tell fortunes ; ^< I am no biihop^'* he (ays^ ^^ I was neve^ 
born to it" Let me tell therefore this Wisard, fince he 
cdculat^ fo right, that he may know there he in the 
woridy and I among thofe, who nodiing admire his idol 
a bitti^^c ; and hold that it wants fo much to be a 
bklfiilg, as that I rather deem it the mereft, the falfeft, 
the moft unfortunate gifl of fortune. And were the 
poniihment and mifery of beins a prelate bifhop termi* 
nated only in the perfon, and did not extend to tne afliic- 
tion of the whole diocefe, if I would with any thing in 
the bittemefii of foul to mine enatny, I would wifh him 
the b^eeft ztA (ktteft bini<^ric. But he proceeds ; and 
the fiumlitir belike informs him, that ^^ a rich widow, or 
a le6h]fe, or both, would content me :** whereby I per* 
ceive him to be more ignorant in his art of divining dian 
any gipfy* For this I cannot omit without ingratitude 
to that novidenoe above, who hath ever bred me up in 
plenty, although my life hath not been unexpeniive in 
learning, and voyaging about ; fo long as it ihall pleafe 
him to lend me what he hath hitherto thought good, 
which is enough to ferve me in all honeft and liberal 
occaiion^ and fomethin^ over befides, I were unthankful 
to that higheil bounty, if I fhould make myfelf fo poor, 

as 
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as to folicit needily any fuch. kind of rich hopes as thif 
fortuneteller dreams of; And that he may farther learn 
how his afirology is wide all the houfes of Heaven in 
fpelling marriages, I care not if I tdl him thus much 
profefiedly, though it be the lofing of my rich hopes, 
as he calls them, that I think with them who, both in 
prudence and elegance of fpirit^ would choofe a virgin 
of mean fortunes honeftly bred, before the wealthieft 
widow. The fiend therefore, diat told our Chaldean 
. the contrary, was a lying fiend. His next venom he 
utters againft a prayer, which he found in the Animad- 
verfions, angry it ieems to find any prayers but in the 
iervice book ; he diflikes it, and I therefore like it the 
better. '^ It was theatrical," he fays ; and yet it confift- 
ed moil of fcripture language ; it had no rubric to be 
fung in an antic cope upon the flage of a high altar. ''It 
was bigmouthed," he fays ; no marvel, if it were framed 
as the voice of three kingdoms ; neither was it a prayer 
fo much as a hymn in profe, freauent both in the pro- 
phets, and in human authors ; tnerefore the fiyle was 
greater than for an ordinary prayer. '*It was an aficMiiih- 
ing prayer." I thank him for that confeffion, fo it was 
intended to aflound and to aflonifh the guilty prelates ; 
and this confuter confefies, that with him it wrought 
that efie6):. But in Uiat which follows, he does not [Say 
the foothfayer, but the diabolic flanderer of prayers. *' It 
was made,' he fays, '^ not fo much to pleafe God, or to 
benefit the weal public," (how dares the viper jud^ 
that ?) '^ but to intimate," faith he, '^ your good abilities 
to her that is your rich hopes, ^our Maronilla.'* How 
hard is it when a man meets with a fool, to keep his 
tongue from folly I That were miferable indeed to be 
a courtier of Maronilla, and withal of fuch a haplefi in-> 
vention, as that no way fhould be left me to prefent my 
meaning, but to make myfelf a canting probationer m 
orifons. The Remonfbrant, when he was as young as If 
could 

'' Teach each hollow groTe to found his love, 
Weaiyibg echo with one chaogcleft word.** 

Toothlelf Si^iKl. 

And 
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And fo he well mighty and all his auditory beiides 
with his *^ teach each/' 

■ 

** Whether lb me lift my lovdj thooghts to fiog. 
Come dance ye nimble diyads hf my fide, 
\ Whiles I report Wf fbrtnoes or nqr lofet." 

TootUefii Satires* 

Delicious ! he had that whole bevy at comnuuid whe- 
ther in morrice or at mavpole ; whilft I by this figure* 
caAer muft be imagined in fuch diftrefs as to fue to 
Maronilla, and yet left fo iropoveriihed of what to fav, 
as to turn my liturgy into my lady's pfalter. Believe i^ 
^[rBduate, I am not altogether to ruftipt and nothing fo 
lrreligiou8^ but as hv diftant from a le&urer, as the 
iDereft laic, for any confecrating band of a prelate that 
ihall ever touch me. Yet I ihall not decline the more 
for that, to fpeak my opinion in the controverfy next 
moved^ ^^ whether the people may be allowed for com-* 
petent judges of a minifter*s ability/* For how elfe can 
be fulfilled that which God hath promifedj to pour out 
fuch abundance of knowledge upon all forts . of men 
in the times of the gofpel ? How ihould the people ex- 
amine the do^ne which is taught them, as Chrift and 
his apoftles continually bid them do ? How ihould they 
u diioem and beware of &lfe prophets^ and try every 
fpirit," if they muil be thought imfit to judge of the mi- 
nifier*s abilities ? The apoftles ever laboured to perfuade 
the chriitian flock, that they '< were called in Chrifl; to all 
perfedne& of fpiritual knowledge, and full afTuranco 
Qf imderflanding in the myftery of God/' But the non- 
refident and plurality-gaping prelates, the gulfs and 
whirlpools of benefices, but the dry pits of all found 
dodbine, that they may the better preach what they lift 
to their iheep, are fiill poiTeiiing them that they are 
iheep indeed^ without judgment, without underfianding, . 
*^ the very beads of mount Sinai^" as this confuter calls 
them ; which words of theirs may ferve to condemn them 
out of their own mouths, and to fhow the grofs contra- 
rieties that are in their opinions : for while none think 
the people fo void of knowledge as the prelates think 
them, none are fo backward and malignant as they to 
befiow knowledge upon them ; both by fupprefling the 
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frrqaency of fermons, and the printed explanatioDs of 
the Engliih Bible. No marvel if the people turn beafla^ 
when ^eir teachers themfelves, as Ifaiah calls them, ^'are 
dumb and greedy dogs^ that can never have enough^ 
ignorant^ blinds and cannot underfiahd; who while 
they all lode their own way, everj^ one for his gain from 
his quarter/' how many parts of the land are fed with 
windy ceremonies infiead of fincere milk ; and while 
one prelate enjoys the nouriihment and right of twenty 
minifteis, how many wafie places are letlt aa dark as 
^^ Galilee of the gentiles, fitting in the region and fha- 
dow of death," without preaching miniiler, without 
]ight. So litde care they of beafts to make tiiem men^ 
tkit by their forcerous do6hine of formalities, they take 
the way to transform them out of chriilian men into 
judaizing beafts. Had they but taught the land, or fof* 
&red it to be taughtj as Chrift would it fhould have been 
in all plenfieous £fpenfation of the word, then the poor 
mechmic might have fo accuiiomed his ear to mod 
teaching, as to have difcemed between fiutbful tead«t 
and falfe. But now, with a mod inhuman cruelty, they 
who have put out the peoples e|res, reproach them of 
their blindnefs ; juft as the phanfees their true fisUhen 
were wont, who could not endure, that the people ihouU 
be thought competent judges of Chrift's do&rine^ al- 
though we know they judged far better than tlu^fe great 
rabbies : yet '^ this people,*' faid they, *< that Icnows not 
the law is accurfed." We need not the authority of 
Pliny brought to tell us, the people cannot judge of a 
minifier : yet that hurts not For as none can judge of 
a painter, or ilatuary, but he who is an artift^ that k^ 
either in the practice or theory, which is often feparatttl 
from the practice, and judges learnedly without it ; fi> 
none can judge of a chriilian teacher, but he who hath • 
either the praAice, or the knowledge of chrifti^n reb- 
gion, though not fo artfully digefled in him. And wfao 
almoft of the meaneft chriflians hath not heard the ibrip* 
tures oflen read from his childhood, befides fo flHUlif 
fermons and lectures more in number than anv ftuddit 
hath heard in philofophy, whereby he may eauly attakl' 
to know when he is wifely taught^ and when wetJiJfy? 
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whereof three ways I remember are fet down in fcripture; 
the one is to read often that beft of books written to this 
purpofe^ that not the wife only, but the fimple and igno- 
rant, may learn by them ; the other way to know of a 
minifler is, by the life he leads, whereof the meaneil un- 
derlianding may be apprehenfivc. The lafl way to judge 
luight in this point is, when he who judges, lives a 
duiflian life himfelf. Which of thefe three will the 
<30Dfuter affirm to exceed the capacity of a plain artizan? 
And what reafon then is there left, wherefore he ihould 
be denied his voice in the eledtion of his minifler, as nojt 
thought a competent difcemer ? It is but arrogance 
therefore^ and the pride of a metaphyiical fume, to think 
that f* the mutinous rabble" (forfo he calls the chriflian 
GCHigresation) " would be fo miflaken in a clerk of the 
nniverfity,'* that were to be their miniftcr. I doubt me 
thofe clerks, that think fo, are more miflaken in them* 
felves ; and what with truanling and debauchery, what 
with £dfe grounds and the weaknefs of natural faculties 
in many of them (it being a maxim in fome men to fend 
the fimplefl of their fons thither), perhaps there would be 
found among them as many unfolid and corrupted judg- 
ments both in dotdlrine and life, as in any other two cor« 
porations of like bignefs. This is undoubted, that if any 
carpenter, fmitb, or weaver, were fuch a bungler in his 
trade, as the greater number of them arc in their profef* 
fion, he would fiarve for any cuflom. And fhould he 
exercife his manufacture as little as they do their talents^ 
he would forget his art ; and ihould he miibke his tools 
as they do theirs, he would mar all the work he took in 
hand. How few among them that know to write, or 
ipeak in a pure flyle ; much lefs to diflinguifh the i(}ea8^ 
and various kinds of flyle ; in Latin barbarous* and oft 
not without folecifms, declaiming in rugged and mifc^l- 
laneous gear blown together by the four winds, and in 
their choice preferring the gay ranknefs of Apuleius, 
Amobius, or any modem fufiianift, before the native 
Latinifms of Cicero. In the Greek tongue mofl of them 
nnlettered, or ^* unentered to any found proficiency in thofe 
attic maflecs of moral wiidom and eloquence." In the 
Hebrew text, which is fo neceflary to be underflood, 
Vdi.1 L S except 
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except it be forae few of them, their lips are utterly 
uncircumcifed. No lefs are they out of the way m phi- 
lofophy, peftering their heads with the faplcfs dotages 
of old Paris and Salamanca. And that which is the 
main point, in their fermons afFecfting the comments and 
poflils of friars^ ndjefuits, but fcorning and flighting the 
reformed writers ; infomuch that the better fort among 
them. will confefs it a rare matter to hear a true edifying 
fermon in either of their great churches ; and that fuch 
as are mod hummed and applaude^d there, would fcarcely 
be fuffered the fecond hearing in a grave congregatioa 
of pious chriftians. Is there caufe why thefe men mould 
oyerwean, and be fo queafy of the rude multitude, left 
tHeir deep worth fhould be undervalued for want of fit 
umpires? No, my matriculated confutant, there will 
not want in any congregation of this ifland, that hath not 
been altogether famifhed or wholly perverted with prc- 
latifh leaven ; there will not want divers plain and folid 
men, that have learned by the experience of a good con- 
fcience, what it is to be well taught, who will foon lode 
through and through both the lofty nakednefs of your 
latinizing barbarian, and the finical goofery of your neat 
fermon aftor. And fo I leave you and your fellow 
*^flars;" as you term them, "of either horizon,*' mean- 
ing I fuppofe either hemifphere, unlefs you will be ridi- 
culous in your aflronomy : for the rational horizon in 
heaven is but one, and the feniible horizons in earth are 
innumerable ; fo that your allufion was as erroneous as 
your flars. But that you did well to prognoflicate them 
all at lowefi: in the horizon ; that is, either feeming big- 
ger than they are through the mift and vapour whiai 
they raife, or elfe finking and wafted to the fnuflF in fhcir 
.weftem focket. 

' SECT. XI. 

• His eleventh fedlion intends I know not what, unlefi 
to clog us with the refidue of his phlegmatic floth, difr 
cuiEng with a heavy pulle the " expedience o^Sid 
forms ;' ' which no queflion but to feme, and for fine 
iime may be permitted, and perhaps tlicre may be ale* 
.\ ^ * . fiilly 
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foHy fct - forth by the church a common diredlory of 
public prayer, efpecially in the adminiftration of the 
lacraments. But that it Ihould therefore be enforced 
where both minifter and people profefs to have no need, 
but to be fcandalized by it, that, I hope, every fenfible 
chriftian will deny : and the reafons of fuch denial the 
amfiiter himfelf, as his bounty ftill is to his adverfary, 
will give us out of his affirmation. Firft, faith he, 
•* God in ^ his providence hath chofen fome to teach 
others, and pray for others, as minifters and paflors." 
Whehce I gather, that however the faculty of others 
may be, yet that they whom God hath fet apart to his 
miniftry, are by him endued with an ability of prayer i 
becaufe their office is to pray for otherd, and not to be 
the lip- working deacons of other men's appointed words. 
Nor is it eafily credible, that he who can preach well, 
ihould be unable to pray well ; whenas it is indeed the 
fame ability to fpeak affirmatively, or do^trinally, and 
only by changing the mood, to fpeak prayingly. In vain 
therefore do they pretend to want utterance in prayer, 
who can find utterance to preach. And if prayer be the 
gift of the fpirit, why do they admit thofe to the miniftry, 
who want a main gift of their fundlion, and prefcribe 
gifted men to ufe that which is the remedy of another 
man*8 want ; fetting them their talks to read, whom the 
fpirit of God ftands ready to affift in his ordinance with 
ttic gift of free conceptions ? What if it be granted to 
the infirmity of fome minifters (though fuch feem rather 
to be half minifters) to help themfelves with a fet form, 
fhall it therefore be urged upon the plenteous graces of 
others ? And let it be granted to fome people while they 
are babes, in chriftian gifts, were it not better to take it 
awayfoon after, as we do loitering books, and inter* 
Kneary tranflations ftom children ; to ftir up and exercife 
that portion of the fpirit which is in them, and not im- 
pofe it upon congregations who not only deny to need 
it, but as a thing troublefome and oftenlive, refufe it ? 
iUiother reafon which he brings for liturgy, is " the pre- 
lerving of order, unity, and piety' ;'* and the fame fhall be 
my reafon againft liturgy. For I, readers, ftiall always 
be of this opinion^ that obedience to the fpirit of God^ 

S 2 ' rathec 
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rather than to the iau- feeming pretences of men^ is the. 
befi and moft dutiful order that a chriftian can obferve. 
If the fpirit of God manifeft the gift of prayer in his roi- 
nifter, what more fcemly order in the congregationy 
than to go along with that man in our devouteft affec- 
tions ? For him to abndge himfelf by reading, and to 
foreilall himfelf in thofe petitions, which he muft eithw 
omit, or vainly repeat, when he comes into the pulpit 
under a fhow of order, is the greateft diforder Nor is 
unity lefs broken, efp)ecially by our liturgy, though this, 
author would almoil bring the coromunipn of laints to n 
communion of liturgical words. For what other re- 
formed church hold» -communion with us by our liturgy, 
and does not rather diflike it ? And among ourfelves, 
who knows it not to have been a perpetual caufe pf dif- 
upion ? 

Laftly, it hinders piety rather than fets it forward, 
being more apt to weaken the fpiritual facultieSj if the 
people be not weaned from it in due time ; as the daily 
pouring in of hot waters quenches the natural heat For' 
not only the body and the mind, but alfo the improve- 
ment of God's fpirit, is quickened by ufing. Whereas 
they who will ever adhere to liturgy, bring themfelves 
in the end to fuch a pafs by overmuch leaning, as ta 
lofe even the legs of their devotion. Thefc inoonvenica- 
cies and dangers follow the compelling of fet forms : but 
that the toleration of the Engliih liturgy now in ufe is 
more dangerous than the compelling of any other, which 
tlie reforiTied churches ufq, thefe reafons ibllqwing may 
evince. To contend that it is fantaflical, if not lenfc}ei^ 
in forae places, were a copious argument, efpecially in 
the jRefponforics. For fuch alternations as are thepe uied 
muft be by feveral perfonfl ; but the minifter and the 
people cannot fo fever their intcrefts, as to fufiain feveral 
perfons ; he being the only mouth of the vyhole bpc^ 
which he prefenls. And if the people pray, he bejng 
lilent, or they aik any one thing, and he another, i( €ii||ier 
changes the property, making the prieft the people, ^Iqid 
the people the prieft, by turns, or elfe makes two perfpfis 
and two bodies rcprefentatiYC where there fhoiild be bift 
one. , Which, if it be nought elfe, muft needs be arrange 

quaintncA 
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<|uainttiefs in ordinary prayer. The like, of worfc, may 
be faid of the litiany, wherein neither prieft nor people 
ipeak any intire fenfe of thettifelvca throughout the 
Whole, I know not what to name it ; only by the timely 
contribution of their parted (lakes, clofing up as it were 
the fchifm of a fliced prayer, they pray not in vain, for 
by this means they keep life between them in a piece of 
gafping fenfe, arid keep down the faucinefs of a conti- 
nual rebounding nonfenfe. And hence it is, that as it hath 
been far froni the imitation of any wiarranted prayer, fo 
we all know it hath been obviouis to be the pattern of 
many a jig. And he who hath but read in good books 
of devotion and no more, cannot be fo cither of ear or 
judgment unpradKfed to diilinguifh what is grave, pa- 
thetical, devout, and what not, but will prefenlly perceive 
this litui^ all over in conception lean and dry, of affec- 
tions empty and unmoving, of paflion, or any height 
whereto the foul might war upon the wings of zeal, 
deftitute and barren ; belides errours, tautologies, imper- 
tinencies, as thofe thanks in the woman's churching for 
her delivery from funbuming and moonblailing, as if 
fhc had been tm vailing not in her bed, but in the deferts 
cf Arabia. So that while fome men ceafc not to admire 
the incomparable frame of our liturgy, I cannot but ad- 
mire as fkft what they think is become of judgment and 
tafle in other men, that they can hope to be heard with- 
out laughter. And if this were all, perhaps it were a 
compliable matter. But when we rcmeml)er this our 
liturgy where we found it, whence we had it, and yet 
where we left it, ftill fcrving to all the abominations of 
the antichriftian temple, it may be wondered how we 
can demur whether it fhould be done away or no, and 
not rather fear we have highly offended in ufing it fo 
long. It hath indeed been pretended to be more ancient 
than the mafs, but fo little proved, that whereas other 
corrupt liturgies have had withal fuch a feeming anti- 
quity, as that their publiflicrs have ventured to afcribe 
them with their worft corruptions either to St. Peter, 
St. James, St. Mark, or at leall to Chryfoftom or Balil, 
ours hath been never able to find either age or author 
allowable, on whom to father thofc things therein which 
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are leaft ofienfive, except the two creeds» for Te Deum 
has a fmatch in it of Limbus Patnim : as if Chrift had 
not ** opened the kingdom of Heaven'* before he had 
** overcome the Iharpnefs of death." So th^t having'ie- 
ceived it from the papal church as an original creature, 
for aught can be ihown to the contrary, formed and 
iafhioned by workmafters ill to be trufted, we may be 
affured that if God loathe the beft of an idolater's prayer, 
much more the conceited fangle of his prayen This 
confuter himfelf confefles that a community of the lame 
fet form in prayers, is that which " makes church and 
church truly one ;" we then ufing a litui^ far more like 
to the mafs book than to any protcflant fet form, by his 
own words muft have more communion with the Rom- 
ilh church, than with any of the reformed. How caa 
we then not parfake with them the curfe and vengeance 
of their fuperftition, to whom we come fo near in the 
fame .fet form and drefs of our devotion ? Do we think 
to lift the matter finer than we are fure God in his jea- 
loufy will, who detefted both the gold and the fpoil of 
idolatrous cities, and forbid the eating of things offered 
to idols ? Are we ftronger than he, to brook thaf which 
his heart cannot brook? It is not furely becauie we 
think that prayers ai*e no where to be had but; at Rome ? 
That were a foul fcom and indignity cafl upon all the 
reformed churches, and our own : if we imagine that all 
the godly minifters of England are not able to newmould 
a better and more pious liturgy than this which was 
conceived and infanted by an idolatrous mother^ how 
bafely were that to efteem of God's fpirit, and all the hol]^ 
bleffings and privileges of a tine church above a falfc ^ 
Hark ye, prelates, is this your glorious modier of England.^ 
who, whenas Chrift hath taught her to pray, thinks it 
not enough unlefs fhe add thereto the teaching of Anti.— 
chrift ? How can we believe ye would rcfufe to take lliiB 
ftipend of Rome, when ye Ihame not to live upon tbc 
almsbafket of her prayers ? Will ye perfuade us, that yc 
can cyrfe Rome from your hearts, when none but Romtf 
muft teach ye to pray ? Abraham difdained to take fq 
much as a thread or a fhoelatchet from the king of 
Sodopi^ though no foe of his, but a wicked king ; and 
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ihall we receive our prayers at the bounty of our more 
widced enemies, whole gifts are no gifts, but the infiru- 
inents of our bane ? Alas ! that the fpirit of God ftiould 
blow as an uncertain wind, (hould fo miflake his infpiriug, 
fo' mifbefiow his gifts promifed only to the ele6l, that the 
idolatrous ihould tind words acceptable to prefent God 
with, and abound to their neighbours, while the true 
profeflbrs of the gofpel can find nothing of their own 
worth the conftituting, wherewith to worlhip God in 
public i Confider if this be to magnify the church of 
England, and not rather to difplay her nakednefs to all 
the world. Like therefore as the retaining of this Rom- 
iih liturgy is a provocation to God, and a difhonour to 
our church, fo is it by thofe ceremonies, thofe purifyings 
and offerings at the altar, a pollution and difturbance to 
the gofpel itfelf ; and a kind of driving us with the fool- 
iihGalatians to another gofpel. For that which the 
Apoftles taught hath freed us in religion from the ordi- 
nances of men, and commands that ^^ burdens be not 
laid** upon the redeemed of Chrift ; though the formalift 
%ill fay, What, no decency in God's worfhip ? Certainly, 
readers, the worlhip of God fingly in itfelf, the very adt 
of prayer and thankfgiving, with thofe free and unim* 
pofed expreilions which from a fincere heart unbidden 
come into the outward gefture, is the greateft decency 
that can be imagined. Which to drcfs up and garnifh 
with a devifed bravery aboliftied in the law, and dif- 
daimed by the gofpel, adds nothing but a deformed 
Qglinefs ; and hath ever afforded a colourable pretence 
^ bring in all thofe traditions and carnalities that are fo 
killing to the power and virtue of the gofpel. What was 
Aat which made the Jews, figured under the names of 
Aholah and Aholibah, go a whoring after all the hea- 
^'^cn's inventions, but that they faw a religion gorgeoufly 
*ttired and defirablc to the eye ? What was all that the 
^fc dodlors of the primitive church, and ever fince have 
^one, but "to make a fair fhow in the flelh," as St. Paul's 
^ords are ? If we have indeed given a bill of divorce 
*^ popery and fuperftition, why do we not fay as to a 
•ivorced wife, Thofe things which are yours take them 
*U with you, and tliey fliaU fwecp after you ? Why were 
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not we thus wife at our parting from Kome ? Ah ! lite 
a craFty aduhercfs fhe forgot not all her fmooth looks and 
enticing words at her parting ; yet keep thefe letters, thefe 
tokens, and thefe few ornaments ; I am not all fo greedy 
of what is mine, let them preferve with you the memory 
of what I am ? No, but of what I was, once fair arid 
lovely in your eyes. Thus did thofc tender-hearted re- 
formers dotingly fufFer themfelves to be overcome with 
harlot's language. And fhe like a witch, but with a con* 
trary policy, did not take fomcthing of theirs, that ihe 
might flill have power to bewitch them, but for the fame 
intent left fomcthing of her own behind her. And that 
her whorifli cunning fhould prevail to work upon us her 
deceitful ends, though it be fad to fpeak, yet fuch is our 
blindnefs, that we deferve^ For we arc deep in dotage. 
We cry out facrilege and mifdevotion againft thofe who 
in zeal have demolished the dens and cages of her an*- 
clean wallowings. We ftand for a popifh liturgy as for 
the ark of our covenant. And fp little docs it appear 
our prayers are from the heart, that multitudes of ud de- 
clare, they know not how to pray but by rote. Yet they 
can learnedly invent a prayer of their own to the parlia- 
ment, that they may ftill ignorantly read the prayers of 
other men to God. They objedt, that if we muft forfake 
all that is Rome's, Ve muft bid adieu to our creed ; and 
I had thought our creed had been of the Apoflles, for fo 
it bears title. But if it be hers, let her take it. Wc can 
want no creed, fo long as we want not the fcrlptutei 
We magnify thofe who, in reforming our church, ba?e 
inconlideratcly and blamefully permitted the old leaven 
to remain and four our whole lump. But they were 
martyrs; true, and he that looks well into the book of 
God's providence, if he read there that God for thislhcir 
negligence and halting brought all that following pcrfc- 
rution lipon this church, and on themfelves, perhaps will 
be lound at the laft day rjot to have read amifs. 

SECT. XII. 

But now, readers, wc have the port within fight ; hrt 

lafl fcdion, v^bich is no deep one, remains only to be. 
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ferded, and tfaeh the wilhed fhorti And here fir ft it 
pieafes him much, that he had defcried me^ as he con^ 
ceiveSj to be unread in the councils. Concerning which 
matter it will not be unneceflary to ihape him this isih^ 
fwer ; that fomc years I had fpent in the ftories of thofe 
€rreck and Roman exploits^ wherein I fbimd many things 
both nobly done, and worthily fpoken; when cominr 
m the method of time to that age wherein the chufcl 
had obtained a Chriftian emperor, I fo prepared myfelf^ 
as being now to read examples of wifdotn and goddneft 
among thofe who wer6 foretnoft in the chturch, hot elfe^ 
where to be parallelled ; but, to the amazement of what 
I expedted, readers, I found it all quite contraty ; except^ 
ing in fome very few, nothing but ambition, corruption^ 
contention, combuftion ; infomuch that I could not but 
love the hiftorian Socrates^ whb, in the proem to his fifth 
book profeftes^ ^^ he was fain to intermix afibirs of ftate^ 
for that it would be elfe ah extreme annbyahce to htbt 
in a continued difcoUrfe the endlefs brabbles and coonte^^ 
plottings of the biftiops." Finding, therefore, thenioft of 
their adtions in fingle to be weak> and yet turbuletit $ 
full of ftxife, and yet fiat of fpirit ; and the fum of their 
beft councils there colle6ted, to be moft commonly in 
queftions either trivial and vain, or elfe of ftiort and eafy 
decifion ; without that great buftle which they made ; 
I concluded that if their fingle ambition and ignorance 
was fuch, then certainly united in a council it would be 
much niore ; and if the compendious recital of what 
they there did was fo tedious and unprofitable, then 
furely to fet out the whole extent of their tattle in a dozen 
volumes, would be a lofs of time irrecoverable. Befidea 
that which I had read of St. Martin, who for his laft fix^ 
teen years could never be perfuaded to be at any council 
of the biihops. And Gregory Nazianzen betook him to 
the fame refolution, affirming to Procopiiis, " that of any 
council or meeting of biihops he never faw good end ; 
nor any remedy thereby of evil in the church, but rather 
an increafe. For," faith he, ** their contentions and de- 
fire of lording no tongue is able to exprefs." I have not 
therefore, 1 confefs, read more of the councils fave here 
Und there ; I fliould be forry to have been fuch a prodigal 
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of my time : but that which is better^ I can aflure this 
confuter, I have read into them all. And if I want any 
thing- ]^t, I fhall reply fomething toward that which ia 
the defence of Murama was anfwered by Cicero to Siil« 
pi tins the lawyer. If ye provoke me (for at no hand elfc 
will I undertake fuch a frivolous labour) I will in three 
months be an expert councilift. For, be not deceived, 
readers, by men that would overawe your ears with 
big names and huge tomes that contradidl and repeal 
one another, becaufe'they can cram a margin with 
citations. Do but winnow their chaflf from their wheat, 
ye ihall fee their great heap ihrink and wax thin paft 
belief. From hence he pafTes to inquire wherefore I 
ihould blame the vices of the prelates only,\ feeing the 
inferiour clergy is known to be as faulty. To which let 
him hear in brief; that thofe prieils whofe, vices have 
been notorious, are all prelatical, which argues both the 
impiety of that opinion, and the wicked remiiTnefs of 
that government We hear not of any which are called 
Bonconformifts, that have been accufed of fcandalous 
living ; but are known to be pious or at leaft fober men. 
Which is a great good argument that they are in the 
truih and prelates in the errour. He would be refolved 
next, *' What thfc corruptions of the univcrfities concern 
the prelates ?'* And to that let him take this, that the Re- 
monflrant having fpoken as if learning would decay with 
the removal of prelates, I Ihowed him that while books 
were extant and in print, leaming^could not readily be at & 
worfe pafs in the univcrfities than it was now under their* 
government. Then he feeks to juftify the pemicioaft 
fcrmons of the clergy, as if ^they upheld fovereignty^ 
whenas all Chriflian fovereignty is by law, and to. no 
other end but to the maintenance of the common good* 
But their dcxSlrine was plainly the di/folution of law, 
which only fets up fovereignty, and the erecting of ari. 
arbitrary fway according to private will, to which they 
would enjoin a llavilh obedience without law ; which 
is the known definition of a tyrant, and a tyrannifed 
people. A little beneath he denies that great riches iiv 
the church are the baits of pride and ambition ; of which 
errour to undeceive him^ I Ihall allege a reputed divine 
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thority, as ancient as C!onftantine^ which his love to 
tiquity muft not except againfi ; and to add the more 
right, he ihall leam it rather in the words of our old 
etGower than in mine, that he may fee it is no new opi- 
Dn, but a truth delivered of old by a voice from Heavear^ 
d ratified by long experience. 

'' This Conftantine wliich heal hath foand, 
" Withio Rbme anon let found . 
** Two churches which, he did make 
*' For Peter and for PauTs fake: 
" Of whom he had a yifion, 

And yafe thereto pofleffioa 

Of lordfhip and of worlds good ; 

Bat how fo that his will was good 
** Toward the pope and hit fniQcbi£^ 
'' Yet hath it proved otherwiie 
*' To iee the working of the deed : 
*' For in cronick thus I read> 
" Anon as he hath made the jtft, 
'' A voice was heard on high the left» 
^' Of which all Rome was adrad* 
'' And faidy this daj venim is (had 

In holy Churchy of temporall 

That meddleth with the fpiritual I 
*' And how it flant in that degree^ 
'' Yet may a man the footh fee* 
\ ** Grod amend it whan he will, 
" I can thereto none other fkilL** 

But there were bcafts of prey, faith he, before wealth 
8 beftowed on the church. What, though, becaufe 
5 vultures had then but fmall pickings, fhall we there- 
e go and fling them a full^orge ? If they for lucre 
: to creep into the church undifcemibly, the more 
fdom will it be fo to provide that no revenue there ' 
y exceed the golden mean ; for fo, good paftors will 
content, as having need of no more, and knowing 
iial the precept and example of Chrift and his Apol- 
;, and allb will be lefs tempted to ambition. The bad 
1 have but fmall matter whereon to fet their mifchief 
ork ; and the worfl: and fubtlefl heads will not come 
all, when they Ihall fee the crop nothing anfwerable 
their capacious grecdinefs; for fmall temptations 
are but dribbling offenders j but a great purchafe will 
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call fuch as both are moft able of themfelres, and will 
be moft. enabled hereby to compftrs dangerous prbjeds. 
But, fiittl he, ** a widow's houfe Will tempt as well as a 
biihop*^ palace. '* Acutely fpoken ! becaufe neither we 
^or the prelates can abolifh widows houfes, which are 
but an occafion taken of evil Without thfe church> there- 
fore we Ihall fet up within the church a lottery of fuch 
prizes as ar^ the dirc<6t inviting caufes of avadce and 
ambition, both unnec^flSry and harmful to be propofed, 
and moil eafy, moft convenient, and needful to be remov- 
ed. " Yea but they are in a wife difpenfer's hand/* Let 
them be in whofe hand they will, they are moft apt to 
blind, to pufF up, and pervert, the itioft feeming good. 
And how they h^ve been kept from vultures, whatever 
the difpcnfer's care hath been, we have learned bv our 
miferies. But this which comes next in view, I know 
not what good vein or humoui took him when he let 
drop into his paper ; I that was ere while the ignorant, the 
loiterer, on the fudden by his permiffion am now granted 
** to know fomething/' And that ".luch a volley of ex- 
preffions'* he hath tnet withal, ** as he would never delire 
to have them belter clothed." For me, readers, although 
I cannot fay that I am utterly ilntraincd in Ihofp rules 
which bcft rhetoricians have given, or unacquainted with 
thofe examples which the prime authors of eloquence 
have written in any learned tongue ; yet true eloquence 
1 find to be none, but the ferious and hearty love of* 
truth : and that whofe mind foever is fully poflefled witbi 
a fervent defire to know good things, and with the dear*- 
eft charity to infufe the knowledge of them into others^ 
when fuch a man would fpeak, his words (by what I can 
exprefs) like fo man ^ nimble and.airy.lerYitQrsjtrip about 
him at commSmd, and*m well- ordered files, as he would 
tvifh, fall aptly into their own places. But now to the 
remainder of our dilbourfe. Chrift refufed great ricbea^ 
and large honours at the devirs hand. But why, iaitb 
he, " as they were tendered by him from whom it was A 
fin to receive them.*' Timely remembered : why is it 
not therefore as much a fin to receive a liturgy of the 
mallcs* giving, were it for nothing elfe but for the giver? 

*' But he could make no ufe of fuch a high eftate/* quoth 
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tbe confuter; opportunely. For why then fhcHiId the 
fervant take upon him to ufe thofe things which bis 
mailer had unfitted himfelf to ufe, that he might teack 
his miniftere to follow his fteps in the fame miniftry ? 
But " they were offered him to a b^d end." So thev 
prove to tlie prelates, who, after their preferment, moO: 
ufually change the teaching labour of tne word, into the 
untcaching eafe of lordfhip over confcieqces and purfes. 
But he proceeds, " God enticed the Ifraelites with the 
promife of Canaan ;'' did not the prelates bring as flavifh 
minds with them, as the Jews brought out of Egypt ? 
they had left out that inflance. Beiides that it \vas theu 
the time, whenas the beil of them, as St. Paul faith, ^' was 
fhut up unto the faith under the law their fchoolmafter,** 
who was forced to entice them as children with childifh 
enticements. But thp gofpel is our manhood, and the 
miniflry ihould be^ the maahood of the gofpel, not to 
look after, much lefs fo bafely to plead for earthly re^ 
wards. '^ But God incited the wifefl man Solomon with 
thefc means." Ah, confuter of thj^clf, this example 
bath undone thee; Solomon aiked an underdandmg 
heart, which the prelates have little care to afk. He 
alked no riches, which is their chief care ; therefore was 
the prayer of Solomon pleafing to God ; he gave hin> 
wifdom at his requeil, and riches without afking, as now 
he gives the prelates riches at th?ir feeking, and no wif- 
dom becaufe of their perverfe alking. But he gives not 
over yet, " Mofes haa an eye to the reward.'* To what 
'^ward, thou man that Ipokefi with Balaam*s eyes ? To 
^hat reward had the faith of Mofes an eye ? He that 
'^ forfaken ail tbe greatnefs of Egypt, and chofe a 
t^'oublefome journey in his old age through the wilder-r 
'^cfs, and yet arrived not at his journey's end. His faithful 
^yes were fixed upon that incorruptible reward, promifed 
^ Abraham and his feed in the Mefliah ; he fought a 
heavenly reward, which could make him happy, and 
^^ver hurt him, and to fuch a reward every good man 
*^y have a refpc<St i but the prelates are eager of fuch 
Awards as cannot make them nappy, but can only make 
*i^em woife, Jacob, a prince bom, vowed that if God 
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would " but give him bread to eat and raiment to put WL, 
then the Lord fhould be his God/' But the prelates of 
mean birth, and ofttimes of loweft, making inow as if 
they were called to the fpiritual and humble miniftry of 
the gofpel, yet murmur, and think it a hard fervice, tm- 
lefs, contrary to the tenour of their profcffion, they may 
eat the bread and wear the honours of princes : fo nmch 
more covetous and bafe they are than Simon Magus, for 
he profered a reward to be admitted to that work^ 
which they will not be meanly hired to. But, faith he, 
" Are not the clergy members of Chrift, why fhould not 
each member thrive alike ?** Carnal textman ! as if 
worldly thriving were one of the privileges we have by 
being m Chrift, and were not a providence ofttimes ex- 
tended more liberally to the infidel than to the chriftiaiu 
Therefore muft the minifters of Chrift not be over rich or 
great in the world, becaufe their calling is fpiritual, not 
fecular ; becaufe they have a fpecial warfare, which is 
not to be entangled with many impediments ; becaufe 
their mafltr Chrift gave them this precept, and fet them 
this example, told them this was the myftery of. his 
coming, by mean things and perions to fubdue mighty 
ones : and laftly, becaufe a middle eftate is moft pro-' 
per to the office of teaching, whereas higher dignibr 
teaches far lefs, and blinds the teacher. Nay, faith 
the confuter, fetching his laft endeavour, *^ the prelates^ 
will be very loth to let go their baronies, and votes im. 
parliament," and calls it "God's caufe," with ah in— 
fufferable impudence. *' Not that they love the honours 
and the means," good men and generous ! '* but that they 
would not have their country made guilty of fuch a facri— ■ 
lege and injuftice !" A worthy patriot for his own corrapf: 
ends. That which he imputes as facrilege to his country, 
is the only way left them to purge that abominable facrx- 
lege out of the land, which none but the prelates zTC 
guilty of; who, for the difcharge of one fingle dutyt 
receive and keep that which might be enough to fating 
the labours of many painful minifters better defervixiS 
than therofelves ; who poflefs huge benefices for \sctsf 
performances, great promotions only for the execotioi' 

of 
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of a cruel difgofpelling jurifdiSion ; who ingrofs many 
pluralities under a nonrefident and flu bbering difpatch. 
of fouls; who let hundreds of parilHcs famifh in one 
diocefe, while they, the prelates are mute, and yet enjoy 
that wealth that would fumifli all thofe dark places with 
able fupply ; and yet they eat, and yet they live at the 
rate of earls, and yet hoard up ; they who chafe away all 
the faithful Shepherds of the flock, and bring in a dearth 
oif fpiritual food, robbing thereby the church of her dear- ' 
eft treafure, and fending herds of fouls ftarveling to Hell, 
while they feaft and riot upon the labours of hireling 
curates, confuming and purloining even that which by' 
their foundation is allowed, and left to the poor, and to 
reparations of the church. Thefe are they who have 
bound the land with the fin of facrilege, from which 
mortal engagement we fliall never be free, till we have to- 
tally removed with one labour, as one individual thing, 
prelat}^ and facrilege. And herein will the king be a true 
defender of the faith, not by paring or leffening, but by 
difiributing in due proportion the maintenance of the 
church, that all parts of the land may equally ,partake 
the plentiful and diligent preaching of the faith, the 
fcandal of ceremonies thrown out that delude, and cir- 
cumvent the faith ; and the ufurpation of prelates laid 
level, who are in words the fathers, but in their deeds^ 
the oppugners of the faith. This is that which will beft 
confirm him in that glorious title. Thus ye have heard, 
readers, how many Ihifts and wiles the prelates have in- 
dented to fave their ill got booty. And if it be true, as 
ia fcripture it is foretold, that pride and covctoufncfs are 
the fure marks of thofe falfe prophets which are to come; 
4en boldly conclude thefe to be as great feducers as any 
of the latter times. For between tliis and the judgment 
day do not look for any argh deceivers, who in fpite of 
^formation will ule more craft, or lefs fhame to defend 
^I^r love of the world and their ambition, than thefe 
Ptiates have done. And if ye think that foundnefs of 
'^fon, or what force of argument foever will bring them 
^ an ingenuous filence, ye think that which will never 
^ But if ye take that courfe which Erafmus was wont 
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to fay Luther took againft the pope and monks ; if 
ye denounce war againil their mitres and their bellies^ 
ye ihall fpon difcera that turban of pride, which they 
wear upon their heads, to be no helmet of falvation, but 
the mere metal and hornwork of papal jurifdi6ii,on ; apdl 
that they have alfi> this gift, like a certain kind of foo^ 
tjbat are poflefljbd, to have their voice in their bellies^ 
lyhich, being i^^ell drained and taken down, their great: 
oracle, which is only there, will foon be dumb; ancl^ 
the divine right of epifcopacy, forthwith e3q)iring, wUl^ 
put us no more to ^oublie with tedious antiquitJies aa^ 
difpijtes. 
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MASTER SAMUEL HARTLIB. 



MASTER HARTLIB^ 

If long lince perfuadcd, that to fay or do aught worth 
aory and imitation, no purpofe or refpedt fhould foon- 
love us than limply the love of God, and of mankind* . / 
^crthelefs to write now the reforming of education^ ^ 
ogh it be one of the greateft and nobleft defigns that 
be thought on, and tor the want whereof this nation 
j(hes ; I had not yet at this time been induced, but by 
r eameft entreaties and ferious conjurements ; as 
mg my mind for theprefent half diverted in the pur- 
ice of fome other affertions, the knowledge and the 
of which cannot but be a great furtherance both to 
enlargement of tnitb, and noneft living with much 
re peace. Nor ihould the laws of any private fricnd- 
> have prevailed with me to divide thus, or ttanfpoie 

former thoughts, but that I fee thofe aims, thofe 
ons, which have won you with me the eftcem oif a 
Ton fent hither by fome good providence from a far 
ntry to be the occalion and incitement of great good 
his ifland. And, as I hear, you have obtained the 
le repute with men of mod approved wifdom, and 
le of the higheil authority among us ; not to mention 

learned correlpondence which you hold in foreign 
ts, and the extraordinary pains and diligence, which 
I have ufed in this matter both here and be}'Qnd the 
B ; either by the definite will of God fo ruling, or the 
ruliar fway of natiuc^ which alfo is God's working* 
iToL. L T Neither 
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Neither can I think that fo reputed and fo valued as ] 

are, you would to the forfeit of your own difcem 

ability, impofe upon me an unfit and overponder 

argument ; but that the fatisfadlion, which you pro 

to have received from thofe incidental dilcourfes wh 

we have wandered into, hath preiied and almoii c 

ibrained you into a perfuafion, that what you reqi 

from me in this point, I neither ought nor can in c 

fcience defer beyond this time both of fo much nea 

once, and fo much opportunity to try what God 1: 

determined* I will not refift therefore whatever i 

either of divine or human obligcment, that you lay u 

me ; but will forthwith fet down in writing, as you 

quefl me, that voluntary idea, which hath long in file 

' prcfented itfelf to me, of a better education, in ex 

and comprehenfion far more large, and yet of time 

ihorter, and of attainment far more certain^ than 1 

been yet in pra<!tlice. Brief I (hall endeavour to be ; 

.that which I have to fay, affuredly this nation hath 

trerae need fhould be done fooner than fpoken. To 

you therefore what I have benefited herein among 

renowned authors, I fhall fpare ; and to fearch \r 

•many modem Januas and Dida6lics, more than evi 

-ftiall read, have projected, my inclination leads me 

But if you can accept of thefe few obfervations wl 

have flowered off, and arc as it were the burnifhinj 

many iludious and contemplative years altogether f] 

-in the fearch of religious and civil knowledge, audi 

as pleafed you fo well in the relating, I here give 

• them to difpofe of. 

The end then of learning is to repair the ruins of 

' firfi parents by regaining to know God aright, and 

V of that knowledge to love him, to imitate him, to be 

him, as we may the ncareft by polTeffing our fouls of 

virtue, which being united to the heavenly grace o£fi 

makes up the higheft perfedlion. But becaufe ourun 

Handing cannot in this body found itfelf but on fchi 

things, nor arrive fo clearly to the knowledge of God 

^ things invifible, as by orderly conning over the fi 

: and inferior creature, the Tame method is neceflaril 

be followed ia All difcreet teaching. And feeing c 
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tetioH affords not experience and tradition enough for all 
iind of learning, therefore we are chiefly taught the Ian* 
gaages of thofe people who have at any time been mod 
mdnftrious after wildom ; fo that language is but the in- 
ftrument conveying to us things ufeful to be known. And 
though a linguiil ihould pride hirofelf to have all the 
toogues that Babel cleft tlie world into, yet if he have not 
fiiided the folid things in them as well as the words 
and lexicons, he were nothing fo much to be efieemed a 
learned man, as any yeoman or tradefman competently 
wile in his mother dialedl only. Hence appear the many .. 
nnAakea which have made learning generally fo unpIeaU 
ii^ and fo unfuccefsful ; firil, we do amifs to fpend feven 
or eifirht vears merely in fcrapins together fo much mifer* 
able Latm and Greek, as mightbe learned otherwife eafity 
and delightfully in one year. And that which cafts our 
pcoficiency therein fo much behind, is our time loft 
partly in too oft idle vacancies given both to fchools and 
imiverfities ; partly in a prepofterous exadtion, forcingr 
the empty wits of children to compofe themes, verfes/ and 
onoionsy which are the afts of ripeft judgment, and th^ 
final work of a head filled by lon^ reading and obfenr* 
log, with elegant maxims and copious invention. Theie 
ait not matters to be wrung from poor ftriplings, like 
Uood out of the nofe, or the plucking of untimely fruit ; 
befides the ill habit which they get of wretched barbar- 
ixim againft the Latin and Greek idiom, with their untu- 
toped Anglicifms, odious to be read, yet not to be avoided 
^tbout a well continued and judicious converfing among 
pure authors digefted, which they fcarce tafte : whereas^ 
u after fome preparatory grounds of fpeech by their cer- 
tain forms got into memory, they were led to the praxis 
thereof in fome chofen ihort book lefToned thoroughly 
to them^ they might then forthwith proceed to learn the 
^^bftance of good things, and arts in due order, which 
J^^Quld bring the whole language quickly into their power. 
^hiM I take to be the moft rational and moft profitable 
^7 of learning languages, and whereby we may beft 
*^Opc to give account to God of our youth Ipent herei^. 
^d for the ufual method of teaching arts, I deem it to 
** an dd errour of univerfities, not yet well recovered 

T 2. from 
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from the fcholaftic grolTnefs of barbaroas B&i»^ thit itl« 
flead of beginning with arts mod eafy, (and mofe be fuch 
as are mod obvious to the fenfe,) they prefent their young' 
unmatriculated novices at firft coming with the moft in- 
telledlive abf):ra6iions of logic and metaphyfics ; fo that 
they having but newly left thofe grammatic flats and ibal- 
lows where they fluck unreafonably to learn a few woiA 
ivith lamentable conftru£lion, and now on the fuddd 
tranfported under another climate to be tofled and tcnr- 
xnoiled with their unballafted wits in fathomlefs and tm* 
quiet deeps of controverfy, do for the mb& part'drMr 
into hatred and contempt of learning, mocked and de- 
luded all this while with ragged notions and babblemoM^ 
while they expe<9;ed worthy and delightful knowk^s 
'till poverty or youthful years call them importuiurtely 
their feveral way89 and haflen them with the fwky « 
fiiends either to an ambitious and mercenary, or ino- 
rantly zealous divinity ; fome allured to the trade of UW, 
grounding their purpofes not on the prudent and heavca- 
\y contemplation of juiKce and equity, which was neier 
taught them, but on the promifing and pleaiii^ tfaouh'' 
of litigious terms, fat contentions, and flowing fes 
'others betake them to flate af&irs, with fouls fo uttpfm* 
cipled in virtue and true generous breeding, that fltttoy 
and courtfhifts and t3rrannous aphorifms appear to them 
the highell points of wifdom ; inftilling their baneo 
hearts with a confcientious flavery ; if, as I rather thioki 
it be not feigned. Others, lafily, of a more delicious ind 
airy fpirit, retire themfelves, (knowing no better) to 4c 
enjoyments of cafe and luxury, living out their days m 
feaft and jollity ; which indeed is the wifefl and the fiftft 
courfe of all thefe, unlefs they were with more integ|ri^ 
undertaken. *And thefe are the errours, and thefe lue 
the fruits of mifpending our prime youth at the fchodl ] 
I and univerfities as we do, either in learning mere woi^ ' 
or fuch things chiefly as were better unlearned. 

I fhall detain you now no longer in the demonfbidda 
of what we fhould not do, but draight condu6l yoa'lD t 
faillfide, where I will point you out the right patb of I 

f Thus it if in the firft edition. 
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wtuous and noble education ; laborious indeed at the 
jSrft aicentj but elfe fo fmooth, fo green, fo full of goodly 
profpeiSlj and melodious founds on every iide^ that the 
harp of Orpheus was not more charming. I doubt jiot 
but 3^ ihall hare more ado to drive our dulled and lazieft 
youth, our Aocks and flubs^ from the infinite defire of 
filch a happy nurture^ than we have now to hale and 
diag our choiceft and hopefiilleil wits to that afinine feafl: 
of wwthifiles and brambles, which is commonly fet before 
them as all the food and entertainment of their tendereft 
and moft docible age. I call therefore a complete and ' 
^jcnerous^ education, that which, fits a man to perform 
|iiftly9 ikilfully, and magnanimouily all the o£BceS| both 
private and public, of peace and war. And how all thia 
■my be done between twelve and one and twenty, left 
tune than is now befiowed in pure trifling at grammac 
and fophifiry, is to be thus ordered. 

Firft, to find out a fpacious houfe and ground about 
it fit for an academy^ and big enough to lodge a hundred 
md fifty perfons, whereof twenty or thereabout may be 
attendants, all under the government of one, who ihaU 
be thought of defert fufiicient^ and ability either to do 
allj or wifely to diredt and overfee it done. This place 
fliould be at once both fchool and univerfity^ not needing 
a remove to any other houfe of fcholarfhip^ except it be 
foine peculiar college of law, or phyfic, where they mean 
to be pradtitionersi but as for thofe general ftudies which 
take up all our tune from Lillv to commencing, as they 
term it, mafler of art, it ihoula be abfolute. Ailer thia 
pattern, as many edifices as may be converted to this ufe 
as (hall be needful in every city throughcmt this land^ 
irhich would tend much to the increafe of learning and 
civility every where. This number, lefs or more thus 
coUeoed, to the convenience of a foot company^ or inter- 
changeably two troops of cavalry, ihould divide their 
day's work into three parts as it lies orderly ; their ftudies^ 
their exercife, and their diet. 

For their ftudies; firil, they ihould begin with the . - 
chief and necefiary rules of ibme good grammar^ either ^ 
that now ufed, or any better ; and while this is doings 
their fpeech ia to be fiUhioned to a difiiodt and clear pro- 

T % nunciation. 
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nuDciation, as near as may be to the Italian9 efpecially m 
the vowels. For we Englifhmen being far northerly, do 
not open our mouths in the cold air, wide enough to . 
grace a fouthem tongue ; but are obferved by all other 
nations to fpeak exceeding clofe and inward ; fo that to 
fmatter Latin with an £ngli(h mouth, is as ill a hearing as 
law French. Next, to make them expert in the ufefulleft 
points of grammar ; and withal to feafon them and win 
them early to the love of virtue and true labour, ere any 
flattering feducement or vain principle feize them wan« 
dering, lomeeafy and delightful book of education would 
be read to them ; whereof the Greeks have ilore, as Cebea^ 
Plutarch, and other Socratic difcourfes. But in Latin we 
have none of clalHc authority extant, except the two or 
three firfi books of Quintilian, and fome feledt pieces-^ 
elfewhere. But here the main ikill and groundwork.^ 
will be, to temper them fuch le6hires and explanation^ 
Upon every opportimity^ as may lead and draw them ic^ 
willing obedience, enflamed with the fiudy of learnings 
tnd the admiration of virtue ; flirred up with high hopes 
of living to be brave men, and worthy patriots, dear to 
God, and famous to all ages. That they may defpife and 
fcom all their childilh and illtaught qualities, to delight 
in manly and liberal exercifes ; which he who hath the 
art and proper eloquence to catch them with, what with 
mild and effectual perfuafions, and what with the inti- 
mation of fome fear, if need be, but chiefly by his own 
example, might in a fhort fpace gain them to an incredi* 
ble diligence and courage ; infufing into thefr young 
breafts fuch an ingenuous and noble ardour, as would 
not fail to make many of them renowned and matcbleft 
men. At the fame time, fome other hour of the day^ 
might be taught them the rules of arithmetic^ and fooa 
after the elements of geometry, even playing, as the ok' 
manner was. After evening repaft, till bedtime, tbd 
thoughts would be befl: taken up in the eafy grounds * 
religion, and the ftory of fcripturc. The next Sep woo 
be to the authors of agriculture, Calo, Varro, and CkH 
mella, for the matter is moft eafy; and if the language 
difficult, fo much the better, it is not a difficulty & 
their years. And here will be an occaHon of inciting, 

cna) 
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enabling them hereafter to improve the tillage of their 
country, to recover the bad foil, and to remedy the wafte 
that is made of good ; for this was one of Hercules's 
praifes. Erehalf thefe authors be read, (which will foon be 
with plying hard and daily) they cannot choofe but be 
mafters of any ordinary profe. So that it will be then 
feafonable for them to learn in any modem author the 
ufe of the globes, and all the maps ; firfl with the old 
names, and then with the new ; or they might be then 
capable to read any compendious method of natural phi* 
lolophy. And at the fame time might be entering into 
the Greek tongue, after the fame manner as was before 
prefcribed in the Latin ; whereby the difficulties of gram- 
mar being foon overcome, all the hiftorical phyfiology of 
Ariftotle and Theophraftus are open before them, and* 
as I may fay, under contribution. The like accefs will 
be to Vitruvius, to Seneca^s natural queflions, to Mela» 
Celfus, Pliny, or Solinus. And having thus palled the 
principles of arithmetic, geometnr^ aftronomy, and geo- 
graphy, with a general compa<^ of phyfics, they majr 
Tlefcend in mathematics to the infirumental fcience of 
trigonometry, and from thence to fortification, archi« 
tefture, enginery, or navigation. And in natural phi« 
loibphy they may proceed leifurely from the hiflory of 
meteors, minerals, plants, and living creatures, as far ai 
anatomyt ^Then alfo in courfe might be read to them 
out of fome not tedious writer the infiitution of phyfic i 
that they i)*ay know the tempers, the humours, the fea* 
fons, and how to manage a crudity ; which he who can 
wifely and timelv do, is not only a great phyfician to 
himfelf and to his friends, but alfo may at fome time or 
other fave an army by this frugal and expenfelefs means 
poly ; and not let the healthy and ftout bodies of young 
men rot away under him for want of this difcipline ; 
which is a great pity, and no lefs a ihame to the com- 
mander. To fet forward all thefe proceedings in nature 
and mathematics, what. hinders but that they may pro« 
cure, as oft as (hall be needful, the helpful experiences 
of hunters, fowlers, fifhermen, fhepherds, gardeneras 
apothecaries ; and in the other fciences, architcdls, engi« 
neen^ roarineiSi anatomifls; who doubtlefs would be 

T 4 ready. 
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-readyt fome for reward^ and fome to favour fudi a 

hope^ feminary. And this will give them fuch a real 

tin^hire of natural knowledge, as they (hall never foi^get^ 

but daily augment with delight. Then alfo thofe poett 

which are now counted moft hard, will be both &cil 

and pleafant, Orpheus, Heiiod, Theocritus, Aratus^ 

ONicander^ Oppian, Dionyfius, and in Latin^ Lucretius^ 

Manilius, and the rural part of Virgil. 

By this time, years, and good general precepts, will 

have fumifhed them more diftinftly with that a6l of rea^ 

fon which in ethics is called Proaireiis ; that they m^y 

with fome jud^exit contemplate upon moral good and 

evil. Then will be required a fpecial reinforcement of 

coniiant and found indoctrinating to fet them right and 

firm, inftru6ling them more amply in the knowled^ of 

virtue and the hatred of vice ; while their young and f^uuit 

afic^ons are led through all the moral works of Fliuk^ 

Xenophon» Gcero, Plutarch, Laertius, and thofe L oc ri a n 

remnants; but fiill to be reduced in their nightwan) 

ifaidies wherewith they dofe the day's work, under tho 

determinate fentence of David or Solomon, or the 6van- 

;els and apoftolic fcriptiires. Being perfe6l in the 

:nowledge of perfonal duty, they may then begin the 

ftudy of oeconomics. And either now or before tfais^ 

they may have ealily learned at any odd hour the Italian 

tongue. And foon after, but with warinels and good 

antidote, it would be wholefome enough to let uiem 

tafle fomexhoice comedies, Greek, Latin, or Indian; thofe 

tragedies alfo, that treat of houfehold matters, as Trachi- 

niae, Alceftis, and the like. The next removal muft be 

to the ftudy of politics ; to know the beginning, end, and *. 

reafons of political focieties ; that they may not in a dasEL^ ' 

gerous fit of the commonwealth be fuch poor, fhaktli^ 

uncertain reeds, of fuch a tottering confcieuce, as maof 

of our great counfellors have lately fhown therafelves, bat 

ftedfaft pillars of the ftate. After this, they are to diif 

into the grounds of law, and legal juftice ; delivered frft I 

and with beft warrant by Mofes ; and as far as huiWK ' ' 

prudence can be trailed, in thofe extolled remains tf 

Grecian lawgivers, Lycurgus, Solon^ Zaleucus, ChaMb* 

das^ and thence to all the Kom^ edi<5ts and tables ^M 

their 
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their Juftinian ; and fo down to the Saxon a(nd <5cmirooa 
Uw8 of England, and the flatutes. Sundays alfo and 
every evening may be now underftandingly fpent in the 
higheft matters ot theolo^, and church-hiftory ancient 
and modem ; and ere this time the Hebrew tongue at 
a fet hour might have been gained, that the fcnptures 
may be now lead in their own original; whereto it 
would be no impoilibility to add the Chaldee, and 
the Syrian dialcA. When all thefe emplojrments are 
well conquered, then will the choice hiftories, heroic 
poems, and attic tragedies of fiatelieft and moft real 
argument, with all the famous political orations, omt 
themfelves ; which if they were not only read, but fome 
of them got by memory, and folemnly pronounced with 
right accent and grace, as might be taught, would endue 
them even with, the fpirit and vigour of IXnnofthenes or 
Cicero, Euripides, or Sophocles. And now laftly will 
be the time, to read with them thofe organic arts, which 
enable men to difcourfe and write perfpicuoully, ele- 
gantly, and according to the fitted ftyle of lofty, mean^ 
or lowly. Loj^c, therefore, fo much as is ufeful, is to be 
referred to this due place with all her well couched 
heads and topics, until it be time to open her contradled 
palm into a graceful and ornate rhetoric taught out of 
the rule of Plato, Ariflotle, Phalercus, Cicero, Hermo* 
Cenes, Longinus. To "which poetry would be made fub- 
wquent, or indeed rather precedent, as being lefs fubtile 
and fine, but more limple, fenfuous, and paiiionate. I 
• mean not here the profody of a verfc, which they codld 
not but have hit on before among the rudiments of 
grammar; but that fublime art which in Ariftotle's 
poetics, in Horace, and the Italian commentaries of 
CafUevctro, TafTo, Mazzoni, and others, teaches what 
Ae laws are of a true epic poem, what of a dramatic, 
what of a lyric, what decorum is, which is the grand 
maflerpiece to obfervc. This would make them foon 
perceive what dcfpicable creatures our common rhimers 
and play writers be ; and Ihow them what religious, 
what glorious and magnificent ufe might be made of 
poetry, both in divine and human things. From hence, 
fad not till now> will be the right feafon of fcoming them 

to 
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to be able writerB and compofere in every excellent itiat« 
ter, when they (hall be thus fraught with an univerfal 
infight into things. Or whether they be to fpeak in 
parliament or council^ honour and attention would be 
waiting on their lips. There would then alfo appear in 
pulpits other vifages^ other geitures, and ftufF othcrwiie 
wrought than what we now lit under^ ofltimes to aa 
great a trial of our patience as any other that they preach 
to us. Thefe are the ftudies wherein our noble and our 
gentle youth ought to bellow their time in a difciplinary 
way from twelve to one and twenty ; unlefs they rely 
more upon their anceflors dead than upon themfdvea 
living. In which methodical courfe it is fo fuppofed 
they mud proceed by the Heady pace of learning onward 
us at convenient times for memory's fake to retire back 
into the middle ward, and fometimes into the rear of what 
they have been taught, until they have confirmed and 
folidly united the whole body of their perfeded know« 
ledge, like the laft embattelling of a Roman legion. Now 
will be worth the feeing, what exercifes and rtcrcationt 
xnay bed agree^ and become thefe (ludies« 

THBIR EXERCISE. 

The courfe of fludy hitherto briefly defcribed is, whal 
I can guefs by reading, likeft to thofe ancient and ^mnoua 
fchools of Pythagoras, Plato, Ifocrates, Aiiflotle, and fuck 
others, out of which were bred fuch a number of rcr 
nowned philofophers, orators, biflorians, poets, and 
princes all over Greece, Italy, and Alia, befides the flout- 
riihing ftudies of Cyrene and Alexandria. But herein it 
ihall exceed them, and fupply a defed as great as that 
which Plato noted in the commonwealth of Sparta; 
whereas that city trained up their youth moft for walk 
and thefe in their academies and Lycaeum all for the 
gown, this inftitution of breeding which I here delineate 
ihall be equally good both for peace and war. There- 
fore about an hour and a half ere they eat at noon ihoald 
be allowed them for exercife, and due refl afterwardtf 
but the time for this may be enlarged at pleafure, accord- 
ing as their rifing in the morning ihall be early. Tb^ 

exercifo 
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exercife which I commend firft, is the exzGt ufe of their i 
weapon, to guard, and to ilrike fafcly with edge or point ;• 
this will keep th^m healthy, nimble, firong and well ia 
breath, is alfo the likelieft means to make them grow 
large and tali, and to infpire them with a gallant and 
fearlefs courage, which being tempered with feafonable - 
lectures and precepts to them of true fortitude and pa« 
tience, will turn into a native and heroic valour, and 
make them hate the cowardice of doing wrong. They 
muft be alfo pra<Stifed in all the locks and gripes <n 
wreftling, wherein Englilhmen were wont to excel, as 
neoi may often be in fight to tug, to grapple, and to 
<dofe. And this perhaps will be enough, wherein to 
prove and heat their fingle ftrength. The interim of 
unfweating themfelves regularly, and convenient reft 
before meat, may both with profit and delight be taken 
up in recreating and compofing their travailed fpirits 
with the folemn and divine harmonies of mufic heard 
er learned; either whilft the Ikilful organift plies his 
grave and fancied defcant in lofty fugues, or the whole 
fymphony with artful and unimaginable touches adom 
ud grace the well itudied chords of fome choice com- 
pofer ; fometimes the lute or foft organ ftop waiting oa 
eleeant voices, either to religions, martial, or civil ditties; 
which, if wife men and prophets be not extremely out, 
bave a great power over difpolitions and manners, to 
fmooth and make them gentle from ruftic harihnefs and 
diftempered paifions. The like alfo would not be unex« 
pedient after meat, to alfift and cheriih nature in her firft 
concoi^ion, and fend their minds back to ftudy in good 
tune and fatisfadtion. Where having followed it clofe un- 
der vigilant ieyes, till about two hours before fupper, they 
ore by a fudden alarum or watchword, to be called out to 
their, military motions, under iky or covert, according to 
the feafon, as was the Roman wont ; firft on foot, then 
aa their age permits, on horfcback, to all the art of 
cavalry ; that having in fport, but with much exadtnefs 
and oaily mufter, fervcd out the rudiments of their 
ibldierfhip, in all the ikill of embattling, marching, 
encamping, fortifying, befieging, and battering, with all 
tbe helps of ancient axul .ouxlem ftratajgems, tadics, and 

warlike 
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warlike maxims, they may as it were out of a long war 
come forth renowned and perfect commandem ia the 
fervice of their country. They would not then^ if they 
were trufted with fair and hopeful armies^ fuller then 
for want of juft and wife difcipline to ih^ away from 
about them like fick feathers,, though they be never fo 
oft fupplied ; they would not fuffer their empty and un« 
recruitable colonels of twenty men in a company, to quaff 
out, or convey into fecret hoards, the wages of a delufivc 
lift, and a miferable remnant ; yet in the mean while to 
be overmaftered with a fcbre or two of drankards, the 
only foldiery left about them, or elfe to comply with all 
xapmes and violences. No certainly, if they knew aught 
of that knowledge that belongs to good men or ggod 
governors, they would not fuffer thefe things. But to 
return to our own inftitute ; beftdes theiie conftant exer- 
: ci(bs at home, there is another opportunity of gaining 
' experience to be won from pleafure itfelf- abroad $ in 
thofe vernal feafons of the year when the air is calm and 
pleafant, it were an injury and fuUennefs againfl nattire^ 
QOt to go out and fee her riches, and partake in her rqoic* 
ing with Heaven and earth. I ihould not therefore he 
a perfuader to them of ftudying much then, afler two or 
three years that they have well laid their grounds, but 
( to ride out in companies with prudent and ftaid guidea 
to all the quarters of the land ; learning and obfenriog 
all places of ftrength, all commodities of building and of 
foil, for towns and tillage, harbours and ports for trade. 
Sometiihes taking fea as far as to our navy, to learn there 
alfo what they can in the practical knowledge of failing 
and of fea- fight. Thefe ways would try all their peculiar 
gifts of nature, and if there were any fecret excellenoe 
among them would fetch it out, and give it fair opportu- 
nities to advance itfelf by, which could not but ooightily 
redound to the good of this nation, and bring into &ihioo 
again thofe old admired virtues and excellencies with 6r 
more advantage now in this purity of chrifiian knowledfl& 
Nor fhall we then need the monlieurs of Paris to tue 
our hopeful youth into their flight and prodigal cuflodies^ 
and fend them over back again transformed into mimiciH 
apes, and kickfhows. But if they delire to fee other cooo* 
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tries at three or four and twenty years of age, not to leara 
principles, but to enlarge experience, and make wife 
obfervation, they will by that time be fuch ^s fhall de- 
fcrve the it^ard aild honour of all men where they pafs, 
and the fociety and fnendihip of thofe in all places who 
arebeil and moft eminent And perhaps, then other 
nations will be glad to vifit ns for their breeding, or eUe 
to imitate us in their own country. 

Now laftly for their diet there cannot be itmch to fay, 
ia?e only that it would be bed in the fame houfe ; for 
much time elfe would be loft abroad, and many ill habits 

fot ; and that it fhould be plain, healthful, and moderate, 
fuppofe is out of controverfy. Thus Mr. Hartlib, you 
)iaye a general view in writing, as your defire was, of 
that} which at feveral times I nad dlfcourfed with yoa 
concerning the beft and nobleft way of education ; not 
beginning as £bme have done from the cradle, which yet 
might be worth many confiderations, if brevity had not 
been my fcopie ; many other circumftances alfo I could 
jliave mentioned, but this to fuch as have the worth in 
them to make trial, fdr light and dirediion may be enough* 
Only I l)elieve that this is not a bow for every man tb 
ftbot in, that counts himfelf a teacher ; but will require 
"finews almoft equal to thofe which Homer gave Ulyifts ; 
^yet I am withal perftlad^ that it may prove much mofe 
%afy in the alfay, than it now feems at diftance, and much 
inore illuftxious ; howbeit, not more difficult than I 
imagine, and that imagination prefents me with.nothing 
bat very happy, and very poffible according to bed wifh- 
es'; if ^rod have fo decreed, and this age have fpirit and 
"ttipacity enough to apprehend. 
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A SPEECH FOR THE UBERTY OF UNLICENSED PRINTING^ 
TO THB PARLIAMENT Or ENGLAND. 



Xpusiv ti ^iXevfL* ilg jxbVov fipetv, Wm* 

Eoripid. Hiceti^. 

This IK trae L1ber^r> when freebom men^ 

Having to advife toe public, may fpeak free, > 

Which he who can, and wiU, deferveft high praiiei 

Who neitlier can, nor will, may hold hia peaces 

What can be jufter in a fiate than this ? 

Eurip!d.IDootid: 



» : . 



X HET9 who to fiates and governors of the common-^ 
wealth direct their fpeech, hi^h court of parliament 1 or 
wanting fuch accefs in a pnvate condition^ write thMt 
which they forefee may advance the public good ; I fup« 
pofe them^ as at the beginning of no mean endeavoufj 
not a little altered and moved inwardly in their minds ; 
fome with doubt of what will be the fuccefs, others witti 
fear of what will be the cenfure ; fome with hope, otheag 
with confidence of what they have to fpeak. And ay 
perhaps each of thefe difpofitions, as the fubjfedb Was 
whereon I entered, may have at other times varioully 
afie£ted ; and likely might in thefe foremoft expreiiions 
now alfo difclofe which of them fwayed moil, but that 
the very attempt of this addrefs thus made, and thq 
thought of whom it hath rccourfe to, hath got the power * 
within me to a paflion, far more welcome than incidental 
to a preface. Which though I ftay not to confefs en 
any afk, I (hall be blamelels, if it be no other, than the 
joy and gratulation which it brings to ail who wifli and 

promote 
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promote their country's liberty ; whereof this whole dif- 
courfe prbpofed will be a certain teilimonyj if not a 
trophy. For this is not the liberty which we can hope, 
that no grievance ever ihould arife in the commonwealth, 
that let no man in this world expeA ; but when com- 
plaints are freely heard» deeply confidered, and fpecdily 
Jreformed, then is the utmoft bound of civil liberty attain-^ 
cd» that wife men look for. To which if I now manifeft, 
by the very found of this which I fhall utter, that we are 
already in good part arrived, and yet from fuch a fteep 
diladvantage of tyranny and fuperftition grounded into 
our principles, as was beyond the manhood of a Romao 
recovery, it will be attributed firft, as is mod due^ to the 
ftrong afliftance ^of God, our deliverer ; next, to your 
faithml guidance and undaunted wifdom, lords and com- 
mons of England ! Neither is it in God's efteem, thq 
diminution of his glory, when honourable things are 
fpoken of good men, and worthy magiftrates ; which if 
I now firft (hould begin to do, after fo fair a progrefs of 
your laudable deeds, and fuch a long obligement upoa 
the whole realm to your indefatigable virtues, I might be 
juftly reckoned among the tardieft, and the unwillingeft 
of them that praifc ye. Neverthelefs there being three 
principal things, without which all praifing is but court- 
Ihip and flattery, firft, when that only is praifed which 
is lolidly worth praife ; next, when greateft likelihoods 
are iNrpught, that fuch things are truly and really in thofe 
perfonsy to whom they are afcribed ; the other, when he 
who praifes, by ihowing that fuch his adhial perfu^ 
fion is of whom he writes, can demonftrate that he flat- 
ten not ; the former two of thefe I have heretofore en- 
deavoured, refcuing the employment from him who went 
about to impair your merits with a trivial and malignant 
encxmiium ; the latter as belonging chiefly to mine own 
acquittal, that whom I fo extolled I did not flatter, hath 
been refetved opportunely to this occafion. For he who 
freely magnifies what hath been nobly done, and fcaiB 
not to declare as freely wliat might be done better, gives 
ye the beft covenant of his fidelity; and that his loplcft 
flflfe£lion and his hope waits on your proceedings. His 
bigheft praifing is not flattery, and his plainelt advioe 
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is a kind of praifing ; for though I fhould afErm -ancl 
hold by argument, that it would fare better with truth, 
with learning, and the commonwealth, if one of your 
publiihed orders, which I ihould name, were called in ; 
yet at the fame time it could not but much redound to 
the luftre of your mild and equal government, whesuia 
private perfons are hereby animated to think ye better 
pleafed with public advice, than other flatifte have been 
delighted heretofore with public flattery. And mea wilt 
then fee what difference there is between the n;iagnam« 
mity of a triennial parliament, and that jealous hau^« 
tinels of prelates and cabin counfellors that ufurped of 
late, whenas they fhail obferve ye in the midft of your 
Ti£tories and fucocifes more gently brooking written ex* 
ceptions againft a voted order, than other courts, which 
had produced nothing worth memory but the weai <^ 
tentation of wealth, would have endured the leafi (ignified 
dillike at any fudden proclamation. If I fhould thus &r 
prefume upon the meek demeanour of your civil and 
jentle greatnefs, lords and commons 1 as what your ppb- 
iihed order hath direcUy faid, that to gainfay, I mig^ 
defend myfelf with eafe, if any fhould accufe me q( bemg 
new or infolent, did they but know how much better 1 
find ye efleem it to imitate the old and elegant humanity 
of Greece, than the barbaric pride of a Hunnifh and 
Norwegian flatelinefs. And out ofthofe ages, to whofe 
polite wifdom and letters we owe that we arc not yet 
Goths and Jutlanders, I could name him who from his 
private houfe wrote that difcourfe to the parliament 
of Athens, that perfuades them to change the form of 
democraty which was then eliablifhed. Such honour 
was done in thofe days to men who prbfefTed the ffaidy 
of wifdom and eloquence, not only in their own countf|9 
but in other lands, that cities and iigniories h^rd them 
gladly, and with great refpe6t, if they had aught in pufah 
lie to admonifh the flate. Thus did Dion Pnif£euH|i 
.firanger and a private orator, counfel the RhodittQS 
againfl a former edi<5l ; and 1 abound with other lil^ 
Qcamples, which to fet here would be fuperfluous. Bat „^ 
if from the indufiry of a life wholly dedicated to ftudteqi 
labours^ and thofe natural endowments haply tiot tl|e 
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^orft for two and fifty degrees of northern latitude, fo 
much muft be derogated, as to count me not equal to 
any of thofe who had this privilege, I would obtain to 
be thought not fo inferior, as yourfelves are fuperior to 
the moft of them who received their counfel ; and how 
&T you excel them, be alTured, lords and commons ! 
there can no greater teftimony appear, than when your 
prudent fpirit acknowledges and obeys the voice of rea- 
fon, from what quarter foever it be heard fpeaking ; and 
renders ye aB willing to repeal any adl of your own fetting 
forth, as any fct forth by your predeceflbrs. 

If ye be thus refolved, as it were injury to think ye 
wwe not, I know not what fhould withhold me fix)m pre- 
feoting ye with a fit infiance wherein to fhow both that 
love of truth which ye eminently profefs, and that up- 
rightnefs of your judgment which is not wont to be par- 
tial to yourfelves; by judging over again that order 
ivhich ye have ordained " to regulate printing ; that no 
book, pamphlet, or paper, ftiall be henceforth printed^ 
unlefs* the fame be firft approved and licenfed by fuch, 
or at leaft one of fuch, as fliall be thereto appointed.'* 
Pot that part which preferves juftly every man's copy to 
hioifelf, or provides for the poor, I touch riot; only wifli 
they be not made pretences to abufe and perfecutc honeft 
ind painful men, who ofiend not in either of thefe par- 
Uculars. But that other claufe of licenfing books, which 
W€ thought had died with his brother quadngefimal and 
matrimonial when the prelates expired, 1 fhall now attend 
irith fuch a homily, as fhall lay before ye, firft the in- 
ventors of it, to be thofe whom ye will be loth to own ; 
next, what is to be thought in general of reading, what- 
ever foit the books be ; and that this order avails nothing 
to the fuppreffing of fcandalous, feditious, and libellous 
books, which were mainly intended to be fupprefled. 
Laft, that it will be primely to the dilcouragement of all 
learning, and the ftop of truth, not only by difexercifing 
and blunting our abilities, in what we know already^ but 
by hindering and cropping the difcovcrj^ that might be 
jrct further made, both in religious and civil wifdom. 

I deny not, but that it is of greatcft concernment in 
Sic church and commonwealth, to have a vigilant eye 
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how books demean themfelves as well as men; and 
thereafter to confine, imprifon, and do fhaq>e(l juftice 
on them as malefa6lors ; for lxx)ks are not abfolutely 
dead things^ but do contain a progeny of life in them to 
be as adlive as that foul was whofe progeny they ares 
nay, they do preferve as in a vial the pureil ^cacy and 
extraction oC that living intelledt that bred them. I know 
they are as lively, and as vigorouily produdlive^ as thofe 
fabulous dragons teeth ; and being fown up and down, 
may chance to fpring up armed men. And lyet on the 
other hand, unlefs warinefs be ufed, as good almoft kill 
a man as kill a good book : who kills a man kills a lea- 
fonable creature, God's image ; but he who deftroys a 
good book, kills reafbn itfelf, kills the image of God, ai 
it were in the eye. Many a man lives a burden to the 
earth ; but a good book is the precious lifeblood of a 
mailer fpirit, imbalmed and treafured up on purpofe to 
a life beyond life. It is true, no age can restore a lifi^ 
whereof perhaps there is no great lofs ; and revolutioiB 
of ages do not oft recover the lofs of a rejecSled truths fer 
the want of which whole nations fare the worfc. We 
,ihould be wary therefore what perfecution wc raifc 
againft the living labours of public meUj how we fpll 
that feafoned life of man, prefer\'ed and fiored up in 
books ; lince we fee a kind of homicide may be thof 
committed^ fometimes a martyrdom ; and if it extend to 
the whole imprcffion, a kind of maflacre, whereof 4^ 
execution ends not in the flaying of an elemental lift* 
but firikes at the aethereal and fifth efTence, the breath 
of reafon itfelf; flays an immortality rather than a life 
But lefl I fhould be condemned of introducing lioetft 
while I oppofe licenfing, I refufe not the pains to befo 
much hiflorical, as will ferve to fhow what hath beei 
done by ancient and famous commonwealths, againfitbii 
diforder, till the very time that this proje6l of licenfiDg 
crept out of the inquifition, was catched'up by our JflPpp 
lates, and hath caught feme of our prefbyters. 

In Athens, where books and wits were ever bufier Afll 
in any other part of Greece, I find but only two forts'of 
writings which the magiftrate cared to take notioeoft 
thofe either blafphemous and atheiflical^ or libelloi^ 
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18 the books of Protagoras were by the judges of 
Dpagus commanded to be burnt, and himfelf baniih- 
be territory for a difcomrfe, begun with his confeffing 
to know, "whether there were gods, or whether 
' And againfl defamipg, it was agreed that none 
lid be traduced by name, as was the manner of Vetus 
icediaj whereby we may guefs how they cenfured 
ling ; and this courfe was quick enough^ as Cicero 
cs, to quell both the defperate wits of other atheifts, 
the open^way of defaming, as the event ihowed. Of 
X fedlsand opinions, though tending to voluptuoufnefst 
the denying of divine providence, they took no heed, 
refore wc do not read that either Epicurus, or that li« 
inc fchool of Cyrene, or what the Cynic impudence 
red, was ever queflioned by the laws. Neither is it 
rded, that the writings of thofe ^old comedians were 
>rcflcd, though the adling of them were forbid; and 
Plato commended the reading of Ariftophanes, the 
sft of them all, to his royal fcholar Dionylius, is com* 
dy known, and may be excufed, if holy Chryfoftom, as 
ported, nightly (ludied fo much the fame author, and 
the art to cleanfe a fcurrilous vehemence into the 
\ of a roufing fermon. That other leading city of 
etc, I^ccdaemon, confidering that Lycurgus their 
jiver was fo addicted to elegant learning, as to have 
1 the firil that brought out of Ionia the fcattered 
ks of Homer, and feiit the poet Thales from Crete 
)repare and mollify the Spartan furlincfs with his 
otb fongs and odes, the better to plant among them 
and civility ; it is, to be wondered how mufelefs and 
ookifh they were, minding nought but the feats of 
• There needed no licenling of books among them, 
iiey diiliked all but their own laconic apophthegms, 
took a flight occafion to chafe Archil ocus out of their 
, perhaps for compofing in a higher drain than their 
I foldicry, ballads, and roundels, could reach to ; or 
were for his broad verfes, they were not therein fo 
ious, but they were as diflblute in Ihe.ir promifcuous 
rerfing ; whence Euripides affirms in Andromache, 
their women were all unchaftc. Thus much may give 
light after what fort of books were prohibited among 
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the Greeks. The Romans alfo for many ages trained tip 
only to a military roughnefs, refembling mod the Lace- 
daemonian guife, knew of learning little but what their 
twelve tables and the pontific college with their augurs 
and flamins taught them in religion and law ; fo unac- 
quainted with other learning, that when Cameades and 
Critolaus, with the.ftoic Diogenes^ coming embaf&dors 
to Rome, took thereby occaiion to give the city a tafte 
of their philofophy, they were fufpeiled for feduceis by 
no lefs a man than Cato the cenfor, who mored it in the 
fenate to difmifs them fpeedily, and to banilh all facfa 
Attic babblers out of Italy. But Scipio and others of the 
nobleft fenators withflood him and his old Sabin aufterity; 
honoured and admired the men ; and the cenfor bimlelf 
at laft, in his old age, fell to the ftudy of that whenof 
before he was fo fcrupulous. And yet at the fame ttme, 
Naeviusand Plautus, the firfi: Latin comedians^ had filled 
the city with all the borrowed fcenes of Menander tod 
Philemon. Then began to be confidered there alfo what 
was to be done to libellous books and authors ; for N»« 
vius was quickly caft into prifon for his unbridled* peOf 
and releafed by the tribunes upon his recantation ; wo 
read alfo that libels were burnt, and the makers puniihed 
by Auguftus. The like feverity, no doubt, was ufed, if 
aught were inipioufly written againft their efteeroed 
gods. Except in thefe two points, how the world went 
in books, the magiftrate kept no reckoning. And there* 
fore Lucretius, without impeachment, verfifies his Epi- 
curifm to Memmius, and had the honour to be fet forth 
the fecond time by Cicero, fo great a father of the conn 
•mon wealth, ; although himfelf difputes againft that ojtt- 
nion in his own writings. Nor was the fatirical ftatp- 
nefs or r.aked plainnefs of Lucilius, or Catullus, or FUi* 
cus, by any order prohibited. And for matters of fMf 
the ftory of Titus Livius, though it extolled that prtt 
which Pompey held, was not therefore fuppreflcd W 
Oflavius Caefar, of the other faftion. But that Nw 
was by him banifhcd in his old age, for the wadHtt 
poems of his youth, was but a mere covert of ftate ©••* 
fome fccret caufc ; and befides, the books were neidM' 
banilhed nor called in.. From hence we ihall meet wi* 
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e ellfe but tyranny in the Roman empire, that we may 
fnarvel, if not fo often bad as good' books were 
)ced. I ihall therefore deem to have been largo 
iigh, in producing what among the ancients was pu« 
jtble to write, fave only which^ all other aiguments 
e free to treat on. 

J this time the emperors were become chrifiians^ 
it difcipline in this point I do not find to have been 
c fevere than what was formerly in praiSiiice. The 
ks of thofe whom they took to be' grand hereticf 
e examined, refuted, antl condemned in the general 
[icils ; and not till then wete prohi))ited, or burpt by 
lority of the emperor. As for the writings of heathen 
lors, unlefs they were plain invc<SUvcs againl^: chrift- 
ty, as thofe of Porphyrins and Proclus, they met 
I no interdi6l that can be cited, till about the year 
» in a Cartihaginian council, wherein bifhops (hem- 
» were forbid to read the books of gentiles, but be-- 
rs they might read ; while others long before them on 
contrary fcrupled more the books of heretics, than 
entiles. And that the primitive councils and bifhops 
i wont only to declare what books wefe nof.eom* 
idable, paffing no further, but leaving it to eaph one's 
[cience to read or to lay by, till after the year 800, is 
•rved already by Padre Paolo the great unmaflcer of 
Trentine council. After which time the poj^es of 
le, engrofling what they pleafed of political rule into 
r own hands, extended their dominion over men's 
, as they had before over their judgments, bumihg 
prohibiting to be read what they fancied not ; .yet 
ing in their ceqfures, and the books not many which 
' fo dealt with ; till Martin the fifth, by his bull not 
' prohibited, but was the firft that excommunicated 
reading of heretical books; for about that time 
^lifFe and HuiTe growing terrible were they who 
drove the papal court to a ftri^ler policy of prohibit- 
Which courfe Leo the tenth and his fucceiTors 
»wed, until the council of Trent, and the Spanilh in* 
ition engendering together brought forth or perfeft- 
Jiofe catalogues and expurging indexes, that rake 
ngh the entrails of many an Old good author, with 
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a violation worfe than any could be offered to his tombJ 
Nor did they ftay in matters heretical, but any fubjeft^ 
that was not to their palate, they either condemned in a 
prohibition, or had it ftraight into the new Purgatoiy of 
bh index. To fill up the meafure of encroachment, their 
laft invention was to ordain that no book, pamphlet, or 
paper,* fhould be printed (as if St. Peter had bequeathed 
them the keys of the prefs alfo as well as of Paradifc) un-* 
lefs it were approved and licenfed under the hands of 
two or three gluttonous friars* For example : 

Let the chancellor Cini be pleafed to fee if in thiff 
prefent work be contained aught that may with^ 
ftand the printing ; 

Vincent Rabbata^ vicar of Florence. 

I have feen this prefent work, and find nothiiig 
athwart the catholic faith and good manners ; in 
witnefs whereof I have given, &a 

Nicolo Cini, chancellor of Floorende» 

Attending the precedent relation, it is allowed that 
this prefent work of Davanzati may be printed^ 

Vincent Rabatta, &a 

It may be printed, July 15. 

Friar Simon Mompei d' Amelia, chancellor of the 

holy office in Floieoloa 

Sure they have a conceit, if he of the bottomlefs jat ^ 
had not long fince broke prifon, that this (quadruple dp 
orcifm would bar him down. I fear their next defiga 
will be to get into their cuftody the licenfing of tfak 
which they fay Claudius intended*, but went fitt 
through with. 'Vouchfafe to fee another of their fbnaib 
the Roman ftamp ; 

Imprimatur, If h feem good to the reverend mate 
of the holy palace, Bclcaftro, vie * 




• Quo yeniam daret flatum crepitumque yentris io convivio emitlaA 

Sueton. in Qlaiidlo. 
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Imprimatur^ 
Friar Nicholo Rodolphi mafter of the holy palace. 

Sometimes five imprimaturs are feen together dialogue 
wife in the piatza of one titlcpage, complimenting and 
ducking each to other with their {haven reverences, whe- 
ther the author, who ftands by in perplexity at the foot 
of his epiftle, (hall to the prefs or to the fpunge. Thefe 
are the pretty refponforics, thefe are the dear antiphonics^ 
that fo bewitched of Jate our prelates and their chap- 
lains, with the goodly echo they made ; and befotted us 
to the gay imitation of a lordly imprimatur, one from 
Lambeth-houfe, another from the weft end of PauFs ; fo 
apiihiy romanizing, that the word of command ftill was 
let down in Latin ; as if the learned grammatical pea 
that wrote it would caft no ink without Latin ; or per-. 
haps, as they thought, becaufe no vulgar tongue was 
w<Mrthy to exprefs the pure conceit of an imprimatur ; 
but rather, as I hope, for that our Englifh, the language 
of men ever &mous and foremoft in the achievements of 
liberty, will not ealily find fervile letters enow to fpell 
fuch a didlatory prefumption engliflicd. And thus ye 
baye the inventors, and the original of book licenfing 
ripped up and drawn as lineally as any pedigree. We 
have it not, that can be heard of, from any ancient ftate^ 
or polity, or church, nor by any ftatute left us by our an-^ 
ceftors elder or later ; nor from the modern cuftom of any 
reformed city or church abroad ; but from the nioft anti- 
chriftian council, and the moft tyrannous inquifition, that; 
ever inquired. Till then books were ever as freely ad- 
mitted into the world as any other birth ; the iifue of the 
brain was no moi'e ftifled than the iffue of the womb ; 
no envious Juuo fat crofslegged over the nativity of any 
man's intellectual offspring ; but if it proved a monfier^ 
who denies but that it was juilly burnt, or funk into the 
iea ? But that a book,, in worfe condition than a pqccant 
foul, ihould be to ftand before a jury ere it be bom to 
the world, and undergo yet in darknefs the judgment 
of Radamanth and his colleagues, ere it can pais tho 
Cory backward into light, was never heard before, till 
that myfterious iniquityi provoked and troubled at the 
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firft entrance of reformation, fought out new Limbecs and 
new Hells wherein they might include our books alfo 
within the number of their damned. And this was the 
rare morfel fo officioufly fnatched up, and fo illfavour- 
edly imitated by our inquiiiturient bifhops^ and the at- 
tendant minorites their chaplains. That ye like not now 
thefe moil certain authors of this licenfing order, and 
that all linifter intention was far difiant from your 
thoughts, when ye were importuned the palling it, all 
men who know the integrity of your a6lions, and how 
ye honour truth, will clear ye readily. 

But fome will fay, what though the inventors wete 
bad, the thing for all that may be good. It may fo ; yet 
if that thing be no fuch deep invention, but obvious and 
cafy for any man to light on, and yet beft and wifeft 
commonwealths through all ages and occafions have 
forborn to ufe it, and falfeft feducers and opprefibn of 
men were the firft who took it up, and to no other par- 
pofe but to obftruiSl and hinder the firft approach of 
reformation ; I am of thofe who believe, it will be a 
harder alchymy than Lullius ever knew, to fublimate any 
good ufe out of fuch an invention. Yet this only is what 
I requeft to gain from this reafon, that it may be held a 
dangerous and fufpicious fruit, as certainly it deferveSf 
for the tree that bore it, until I can diflc<ft one by cmc 
the properties it has. But I have firft to finifh, as was 
propounded, what is to be thought in general of reading 
books, whatever fort they be, and whether be more the 
benefit or the harm that thence proceeds. 

Not to infift upon the examples of Mofes, Daniel, and 
Paul, who were fkilful in all the learning of the Egypt- 
ians, Chaldeans, and Greeks, which could not probably 
be without reading their books of all forts, in Paul efpe^ 
cially, who thought it no defilement to infert into holy 
fcripture the fentences of three Greek poets, and one <rf 
them a tragedian ; the queftion was notwithftanding 
fometimes controverted among the primitive doiftors, bat 
with great odds on that fide which affirmed it both law- 
ful and profitable, as was then evidently perceived, whett 
Julian the Apoftate, and fubtleft enemy to our f3uAk» 
made a decree forbidding Chrifiians the ftudy of heathen 
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leaming ; for faid he, they wound us with our own wea- 
pons, and with our own arts and faiences they overcome 
us. And indeed the Chriilians were put fo to their (hifts 
by this crafty means, and fo much in danger to decline 
into all ignorance, that the two Apollinarii were fain, as 
a man may fay, to coin all the {tvtn liberal fciences out 
of the Bible, reducing it into divers forms of orations^ 
poems, dialogues, even to the calculating of a new 
cfarifiian grammar. But, faith the hiftorian Socrates, 
die providence of Grod provided better than the induftry 
of ApoUinarius and his fon, by taking away that illiterate 
law with the life of him who devifed it. So great an in* 
jury they then held it to be deprived of Hellenic learn« 
ing ; and thought it a perfecution more undermining, 
and fecretly decaying the church, than the open cruelty 
of Decius or Diocleiian. And perhaps it was the fame 
politic drift that the devil whipped St. Jerom in a lenten 
dream, for reading Cicero ; or elfe it was a phantafm^ 
bred by the fever which had then feized him. For hadi 
an angel been his difcipliner, unlefs it were for dwelling 
too much on Ciceronianifms> and had chaftifed the read- 
ing, not the vanity, it had been plainly partial ; firft to 
corre6t him for grave Cicero, and not for fcurril Plautus^ 
whom he confelles to have been reading not long before; 
next to oorredt him only, and let fo many more ancient 
fathers wax old in thofe pleafant and Horid Audies with- 
out the lafh of fuch a tutoring apparition ; infomuch 
that Balil teaches how fome good ufe may be made of 
Margitesa fportful poem, not now extant, writ by Homer ; 
and why not then of Morgante an Italian romance much 
to the fame purpofe ? But if it be agreed we ihall be tried 
by vifions, there is a vifion recorded by Eufebius, far an- 
cienter than this tale of Jerom, to the nun Euftochium^ 
and befides, has nothing of a fever in it. Dionyiius Alex- 
andrinus was, about the year 240, a perfon of great 
name in the church, for piety and learning, who had 
wont to avail himfelf much againft heretics, by being 
oonveriant in their books ; until a certain prefbytcr laid 
it fcrupuloufly to his confcience, how he durft venture 
himfelf among thofe defiling volumes. The worthy man^ 
loth to give olenccj fell into a new debate with himfelf^ 

what 
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what was to be thought ; when fuddenly a vifion fcnC 
from God, (it is his own epiftle that fo avers it,) con- 
firmed him in thefe words : '^ Read any books whatever 
come to thy hands, for thou art fufficient both to judge 
aright, and to examine each matter.** To this levdbttimi 
he alTented the fooner, as he confefies, becaufe it was 
anfwerable to that of the Apoftle to the Theflidonians ; 
<' Prove all things, hold fail that which is good/* And 
he might have added another remarkable faying of the 
fame.author : ^^ To the pure, all things are pure;** not 
only meats and drinks, but all kind of knowledge^ whe- 
ther of good or evil ; the knowledge cannot defik^ nor 
confequently the books, if the wiU and confcience be not 
defiled. For books are as meats and viands are i fome 
of good, fome of evil fubflance ; and yet God in that 
unapocryphal vifion faid without exceptiop, '^ rife Petec 
kill and eat ;*' leaving the choice to each man*s difcie- 
tion. Wholefome meats to a vitiated flomaeh diftr 
little or nothing from unwholefome ; and befl books to 
a naughty mind are not unapplicable to occaiions of eviL 
Bad meats will fcarce breed good nourifliment in the 
healthiefl concodtion ; but herein the difference is of bid 
books, that they to a difcreet and judicious reader ferm 
in many refpe6ls to difcover, to confute, to forewarn^ and 
to illufbrate. Whereof what better witnefs can ye expeA 
I fhould produce, than one of your own now fitting in 
parliament, the chief of leamed men reputed in this landt . 
Mr. Selden ; whofe volume of natural and national laws 
proves, not only by great authorities brought together» • 
but by exquifite reafons and theorems almofl mathemati^ 
rally demonftrative, that all opinions, yea errours, knowiit 
read, and collated, are of main fervice and afliftance to* 
ward the fpcedy attainment of what is truefl. I conceive 
therefore, that when God did enlarge the univerfal diefe.^, 
of man's body (faving ever the rules of temperance,) lie 
then alfo, as before^ left arbitrary the dieting and repaft* 
ing of our minds ; as whemn every mature man might 
have to exercife his own leading capacity. How gceat .' 
a virtue is temperance, how much of moment througli •* 
the whole life of man 1 Yet Grod commits the managing 
jfo great a truiJ: without particular law or prefcriptioo,. 

whollj 
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wholly to the demeanour of every grown man. And 
^refore when he himfelf tabled the Jews from Heaven^ 
that omer, which was every man*s daily portion of man* 
na, is computed to have been more tlian might have well 
fiifficed the heartieft feeder thrice as many meals. For 
thofe actions which enter into a man, rather than ilfue 
out of him, and therefore defile not, God ufes not to cap* 
tivate under a perpetual childhood of prefcription, but 
trufis him with the gift of reafon to be his own choofer ; 
tfaere were but little work left for preaching, if law and 
compulfion fhould grow fo fad upon thofe things which 
heretofore were governed only by exhortation. Solomon 
iDforms us, that much reading is a wearinefs to the flefli ; 
but neither he, nor other infpired author tells us that 
fuch or fuch reading is unlawful ; yet certainly had Grod 
thought good to limit us herein, it had been much more 
(expedient to have told us what was unlawful, than what 
was wearifome. As for the burning of thofe Ephelian 
books by St. PauFs converts ; it is replied, the books were 
magic, the Sjnriac fo renders them. It was a private a6l, 
a volxmtary a6l, and leaves us to a voluntary imitation : 
tiie men in remorfe burnt thofe books which were their 
own ; the magiffante by this e&mple is not appointed ; 
tfaefe men prauSUfed the books, another might perhaps 
have read them in fome fort ufefully. Good and evil we 
know in the field of this world grow up together almofl 
inleparably ; and the knowledge of good is fo involved 
and interwoven with the knowledge of evil, and in fo 
many cunning refemblances hardly to be difcemed» that 
thofe confufed feeds which were impofed upon Pfyche 
as an inceffant labour to cull out, and fort afunder, were 
not more intermixed. It was from out the rind of one 
apple tafted, that the knowledge of good and evil, as two 
twins cleaving together, leaped forth into the world. 
And perhaps this is that doom which Adam fell into ot 
knowing good and evil, that is to fay of knowing good 
by evil. As tl)erefore the Hate of man now is ; what 
wifdom can there be to choofe, what continence to for- 
bear without the knowledge of evil ? He that can appro- 
jiend and coniider vice with all her baits and ieeming 
pieafuresi and yet abftaiuji and yet diftinguifh^ and yet 

prefer. 
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prefer that which is truly better, he is the true warfaririg 
Chriftian. I cannot praife a fugitive and cloiflered virtue 
unexercifed, and unbreathed, that never Tallies out and 
fees her adverfary^ but ilinks out of the race, where that 
immortal garland is to be run for, not without duft and 
heat. AiTuredly we bring not innocence into the world* 
we bring impurity much rather ; that which purifies u& 
is trial, and trial is by what is contrary. That virtue 
therefore which is but a youngling in the contemplation 
of evil, and knows not the utmoft that vice prooufes to 
her followers, and reje^s it, is but a blank virtue, not a 
pure ; her whitenefs is but an excremental whitenefii t 
which was the reafon why our fage and ' feriouB poet 
Spenfer, (whom I dare be known to think a better teadi- 
er than Scotus or Aquinas,) defcribiog true temperanoo 
under the perfon of Guion, brings him in with his pal- 
mer through the cave of Mammon, and the bower of 
learthly blifs, that he might fee and know, and yet 
abftain. Since therefore the knowledge and furveyof 
vice is in this world fo neceflary to the conilituting of 
human virtue and the fcanning of errour to the.cQnfirm- 
ation of truth, how can we more lafely, and with k& 
dan^ fcout into the r^ions of fin and faliity^ than by 
reading all manner of tradlates, and hearing all manner 
of reafon ? And this is the benefit which may be had of 
books promifcuoufly read. But of the harm that may 
refult hence, three kinds are ufually reckoned. Firft, ia 
feared the infe^Slion that may fpread ; but then, all hu« 
man learning and controverfy in religious points maft 
remove out of the world, yea, the Bible itfelf ; for that 
ofltimes relates blafphemy not nicely, it dcfcribes thecart 
nal fenfe of wicked men not unelegantly, it brines in 
holiefi: men paflionately murmuring againil provi&noe ' 
through all the arguments of Epicurus ; in other great * 
difputes it anfwers dubioufly and darkly to the coounoii 
reader ; and afk a Talmudift what ails the modefty of Ilia 
marginal Keri, that Mofes and all the prophets cannot 
perfuade him to pronounce the textual Chetiv. Bar ; 
thefe caufes we all know the Bible itfelf put by the papift .* 
into the firft rank of prohibited books. The anciexrteft 
fathers muft be next remove^^ as Clement of Al.cxandrui|. 

ana 
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imd that Enfebian book of evaogelic preparation , tranf* 

mitting our ears through a hoard of heathenifh obfceni- 

tics to receive the gofpeL Who finds not that Irenasua^ 

Epiphanius^ Jerom^ and others difcover more hcrefies 

than they well confute^ and that oft for herefy which is 

the truer opinion ? Nor boots it to fay for thefe, and all 

the heathen writers of greateft infection if it muft be 

thought fo, with whom is bound up the life of human 

leamuig, that they writ in an unknown tongue, fo long 

as we are fure thofe languages are known as well to the 

word of men, who are both moft able, and moll diligent 

to inftil the poifon they fuck, firfl; into the courts of 

princes, acquainting them with the choiceft delights, and 

criticilhis of fin. As perhaps did that Petronius, whom 

Nero called his arbiter, the mailer of his revels ; and 

that notorious ribald of Arezzo, dreaded and yet dear 

to the Italian courtiers* I name not him for poflerity^s 

fake, whom Henry the eighth named in merriment 

his yicar of Hell. By whicn compendious way all the 

contagion that foreign books can infufe wiU find a 

paflage to the people far eafier and ihorter than an In* 

dian voyage, though it amid be failed either by the north 

of Cataio eafiward, or of Canada weflward, while our 

Spanifh licenfing gags the £ngli(h prefs never fo feverely. 

But on the other fide, that infedlion which is from books 

of controverfy in religion, is more doubtful and danger* 

ous to the learned, than to the ignorant ; and yet thofe 

books mufi: be permitted untouched by the licenfer. It 

will be hard to infiance where any ignorant man halh 

been ever feduced by any papifi:ical book in Englifh, 

tinlefs it were commended and expounded to him by 

fome of that clergy; and indeed all fuch tradates, whe« 

tfaer falfe or true, are as the prophecy of I&iah was to 

the eunuch, not to be ^^ underilood without a guide.'* 

But of our priefis and do6tors how many hate been cor- 

topted by fiudying the comments of Jefuits and Sorbo* 

niils, and bow fall they could transfufe that corruption 

into the people, our experience is both late and fad. It 

is not forgot, fince the acute and difiindt Arminius was 

perverted merely by the perufing of a nameleis diCcourfe 

written at Delft^ which at firfl he took in hand taoon^ 

fute. 
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fute. Seeing therefore that Aofe books^ and thofe in 
great abundance whieh are likelieft to taint both life and 
do6irine, cannot be fuppreffed without the fell of leam^ 
ing, and of all ability in difputation, and that thefe books 
of either fort are moft and foonefl catching to the leamedf 
(from whom to the common people whatever is heretical 
or diflblute ma;^ quickly be conveyed,) and that evil 
manners are as perfectly learnt without books a thoufand 
other ways which cannot be flopped^ and evil do6trine 
not with books can propagate^ except a teacher guide, 
which he might alio do without writing, and fo beyond 
prohibiting ; I am not unable to unfold, how this caut&« 
lous enterprife of licenfing can be exempted from the 
number of vain and impoffible attempts. And /he who 
were pleafantly difpofed, could not well avoid to likea 
it to the exploit of that gallant man^ who thought to 
pound up the crows by (hutting his park gate, Scfides 
another inconvenience^ if learned men be the firfl receiv- 
ers out of books^ and difprcaders both of viceand enour, 
bow iball the licenfers themfelves be confided in^ unlefii 
we can confer upon them^ or they ailume to themfelves 
above all others in the land, tlie grace of infallibility and 
uncorruptedncfs ? And again, if it be true, that a wife 
man, like a good refiner, can gather gold out of the 
droiiieft volume, and that a fool will be a fool with the 
beii book, yea, or without book ; there is no reafon that 
we (hould deprive a wife man of any advantage to fai§ 
wifdom, while we feek to reflrain fit)m a fool that which 
being rrftrained will be no hindcrance to his folly. For 
if there fhould be fo much exadlnefs always ufed to keep 
that from him- which is unfit for his reading, wc ihouid 
in the judgment of Ariftotle not only, but of Solomon^ 
and of our Saviour, not vouch fafe him good preceptBj 
and by confequence not willingly admit him to good 
books ; as being certain that a wile man will make bet^ 
ter ufe of an idle pamphlet, than a fool will do of facied 
fcripture. 

Citis next alleged, we muft not expofe ourfelves toi' 
temptations without necefiity, and next to that, not emi 
ploy our time in vain things. To both thefe objedtionf 
^ne anfwcr will ferve, out of the grouads already laidi 
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tbat to all men fuch books are not temptations, nor vani- 
ties; but ufeful drags and materials wherewith to temper 
and compofe efFediive and ftrong medicines, which man's 
life cannot want. The reft, as children and childiih men, 
who have not the art to qualify and prepare thefe work- 
ing minerals^ well may be exhorted to forbear, but hin- , 
dered forcibly they cannot be, by all the licenfing that 
fainted inqoifition could ever yet contrive ; which is what 
I promifed to deliver next : diat this order of licenfing 
conduces nothing to the end for which it was framed ; 
and hath almoft prevented me by being clear already 
while thus much hath been explaining. See the inge- 
nuity of truth, who, when Ihe gets a free and willing > 
hand^ opens herfelf fader than the pace of method and 
difcourfe can overtake her. It was the tafk which I 
began with, -to fhow that no nation, or well inAitutcd 
fiate, if they valued books at all, did ever ufe this way of 
licenfing ; and it might be anfwered, that this is a piece 
of prudence lately difcovered. To which I return, that 
as it was a thing flight and obvious to think on, fo if it 
had been difficult to find out, there wanted not among 
them long fince, who fuggefled fuch a courfe ; which 
they not following, leave us a pattern of their judgment 
that it was not the not knowing, but the not approving, 
which was the'caufe of their not ufing it. Plato, a man 
of high authority indeed, butleaft of all for his Common- 
wealth, in the book of his laws, which no city ever yet 
*«ccivcd, fed his fancy with making many edidls to his 
*iry burgomafiers, which they who otherwife admire 
him with had been rather buried and excufed in the 
genial cups of an academic night fitting. By which laws 
ic ieems to tolerate no kind of learning, but by unalter- 
^y>\t decree, confifling mofl of practical tradition^ to the 
attainment whereof a library of fmaller bulk than hig 
^Wn dialogues would be abundant. And there alfo 
^■^ads, that no poet (hould fo much as read to any pri- 
^^*tc man what he had written, until the judges and law 
•^J^pcrs had feen it, and allowed it ; but that Plato meant 
**^ is Jaw peculiarly to that commonwealth which^ he had 
*^^^:iagined, and to no other, is evident. Why was hfc not 
^Ifc a Jawgiver to himfclf, but a tranfgreffor, and to be 
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expelled by his own magiilrateS) both for the wantott 
epigrams and dialogues which he made^ and his perpe* 
tual reading of Sophron^ Mimus^ and Ariftophanes, 
books of groffeft infamy ; and alfo for commending the 
latter of them^ though be were the malicious libeller of 
his chief friends, to be read by the tyrant Dionyfius, 
who had little need of fuch traih to fpend his time on ? 
But that he knew this liceniing of poems had reference 
and dependance to many other provifoes there fet down 
in his fancied republic, which in this world could have 
no place ; and fo neither he himfelf, nor any magiilrate 
or city ever imitated that courfe, which taken apart from 
thofe other collateral injun6lions muft needs be vain and 
fruitlefs. For if they fell upon one kind of ibri<Sbief% 
unlefs their care were equal to regulate all other things 
of like aptnefs to corrupt the mind, that iingle endeavour 
they knew would be but a fond labour ; to fhut and for* 
tify one gate againfl corruption, and be neceilitated to 
leave others round about wide open. If we thmk to rt^ 
gulate printing, thereby to redlify manners, we muft 
regulate all recreations and paftimes, all that is deligfatfiil 
to man. No muiic muft be heard, no fong be fet or 
fung but what is grave and doric. There muft be li« 
cenfing dancers, that no gefture, motion, or deportment 
be taught our youth, but what by their allowance Ihall 
be thought honeft ; for fuch Plato was provided o£ It 
will afk more than the work of twenty licenfers to ex- 
amine all the lutes, the violins, and the guitars in every 
houfe ; they mud not be fufFered to prattle as they d(^ 
but muft be licenfed what they may fay. And wbD 
ihall lilence all the airs and madrigals that whifper foft» 
nefs in chambers ? The windows alfo, and the balcooidi 
muft be thought on ; there are ihrcwd books, with dta^ 
gerous frontifpieces, fet to fale ; who Ihall prohibit theni^ 
ihall twenty licenfers ? The villages alfo muft have dieir 
vilitors to inquire what le<5lures the bagpipe, and dli 
rebec reads, even to the ballatry and the gamut ol '\ 
every muncipal fidler ; for thefe are the countrynumH 
Arcadias, and his Monte Mayors. Next, what more fl# 
tional corruption, for which England hears ill abniad^ 
than houiehold gluttony.;, who ihall be the redors a£xibt * 

daily 
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lily rioting ? And what Ihall be done to inhibit the 
ultitudes, that frequent thofc houfes where drunkennels 
fold and harboured ? Our garments alio Ihould be 
forredto the licenfing of fome more fober workmafters, 

fee them cut into a Icfs wanton garb. Who Ihall re- 
flate all the mixed converfation of our youth, male and 
male together^ as is the falhion of this country ? .Who 
lall ftill appoint what (hall be difcourfed, what pre- 
tmed, and no further ? Laftly, who fhall forbid and 
parate all idle refort, all evil company ? Thefe things 
ill be, and muft be ; but how they fhall be lealt hurt- 
il, how lead enticing, herein confifts the grave and go- 
srning wifdom of a ftate* To fequefler out of the world 
ito Atlantic and Eutopian politics, which never can be 
rawn into ufe, will not mend our condition ; but to 
rdain wifely as in this world of evil, in the midft 
^hereof God hath placed us unavoidably. Nor is it 
^lato's licenfing of books will do this, which neceflarily 
»ull8 along with it fo many other kinds of licenfing, as 
nil make us all both ridiculous and wearj^, and yet fruf- 
rate; but thofe unwritten, or at leaft unconftraining 
V9{^ of virtuous education, religious and civil nurture, 
vhich Plato there nwjntions, as the bonds and ligaiments 
i the commonwealth, the pillars and the fuftainers of 
nrery written ft:atute ;' thefe they be, which will bear chief 
way in fuch matters as thefe, when all licenfing will be 
lafily eluded. Impunity and remiflhefs for certain are 
fee bane of a commonwealth ; but here the great art lies, 
o difccm in what the law is to bid reflraint and punifti- 
fient^ and in what things perfuafion only is to work. If 
ivcry a6lion which is good or evil in man at ripe years 
^crc to be undei pittance, prefcription, and compul-* 
ioo^ what were virtue but a name, what praife could be- 
hca due - to well doing, what gramcrcy to be fobcr, 
uft, or continent ? Many there be that complain of di- 
vine providence for fufFering Adam to tranfgrefs. Fool- 
Ih tongues 1 when God gave him reafon, he gave him 
itedom to choofc, for reafon is but choofing ; he had 
teen elfe a mere artificial Adam, fuch an Adam as he is 
D the motions. We ourfelves efteem not of that obedi- 
nee, or love^ or gift^ which is of force ; God therefor^ 

Vol. L X left 
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left him free, fet before him a provoking objcift, ever 
almoft in his eyes ; herein confifted his merit, herein the 
right of his reward, the praife of his abftinence. Where* 
fore did he create pai!ions within us, pleafures round 
^bout us, but that thefe rightly tempered arc the vciy 
ingredients of virtue ? They are sot ikilful confidereraL. 
of human things, who imagine to remove fin, by remove 
ing the matter of /fin ; for, befides that it is a huge hea[> 
increafing under the very a6l of diminifliing, though 
fome part of it may for a time be vrithdrawn from fome 

Eerfons, it cannot from all, in fuch a univerfal thing as 
ooks are ; and when this is done, yet the fin remaing 
entire. Though ye take from a covetous man all \m 
treafure, he has yet one jewel left, ye cannot bereave him 
of his covetoufnefs. Banifh all objedts of luft, ihut op 
all youth into the fevereft difcipline that can be exercifed 
in any hermitage, ye cannot make them chafte, thtf 
came not thither fo : fuch great care and wifdom is re- . 
quired to the right managing of this point. Suppofe we * 
could expel fin by this means ; look how much we thus , 
expel of <fin, fo much we expel of virtue : for the matter 
of them both is the fame : remove that, and ye remove, 
them both alike. This juftifies the high proyidenok of 
God, who, though he commands us temperance, jufiioei 
continence, yet pours out betbre us even to a piofofeneft 
all dcfirable things, and gives us minds that can waader 
beyond all limit and fatiety. Why ihould we then afieS a 
rigour contrary to the manner of God and of nature^ 1^ 
abridging or fcanting thofe means, which books, fiwchf 
permitted, are both to the trial of virtue, and the exetdfe j 
of truth ? It would be better done, to learn that theb* 
muft npeds be frivolous, which goes to reftrain tbiflMf 
uncertainly and yet equally working to good, and to Cro 
And were I the choofer, a dram of well doing ihootl^ 
be preferred before many times as much tlie forcibloJ^l 
derance of evil doing. For Grod fure efteems the (^IClOT 
and completing of one virtuous perfon, more tlujiik^ 
reftraint of ten vicious. And albeit, whatever tl 




hearer fee, fitting, walking, travelling, or convciJin! 
may be fitly called our book, and is of the fisime i4M>; 
that writings are ; yet grant the thing to be proliisii 
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rfetoly books, it appears that this order hitherto is far 
ifficient to the end which it intends. Do we not fee, 

once or oftener, bat weekly, that continued court- 
d againil the parliament and city, printed, as the wet 
ets can witnefs, and difperfed among us for all that 
nfing can do ? Yet this is the prime fervice ' a roan 
aid think wherein this order fhould give proof of it- 
. If it were executed, you will fay. But certain, if 
cution be remifs or blindfold now, and in this parti- 
ir, what will it be hereafter, and in other books ? If 
a the order fhall not be vain and firuflxate, behold a 
r labour, lords and commons, ye muft repeal and pro- 
be all Icandalous and unlicenfed books already print- 
and divulged : after ye have drawn them up into a 
that all may know which are condemned, and which 
; and ordain that no foreign books be delivered out 
uftody, till they have been read over. This office 
I require the whole time of not a few overfeers, and 
fe no vulgar men. There be alfo books which are 
Xy ufeful and excellent, partly culpable and pemici- 
; this work will aik as many more officials, to make 
urgations and expundtions, that the commonwealth 
earning be not damnified. In fine, when the mul- 
dc of books increafe upon their hands, ye muft be 

to catalogue all thofe printers who are found fre- 
ntly oflfending, and forbid the importation of their 
de fufpedled typography. In a word, that this your 
ar may be exa6l, and not deficient, ye muft reform it 
c<5tly accprding to the model of Trent and Sevil, 
ch I know ye abhor to do. Yet though ye fhould 
iefcend to this, which God forbid, the order ftill 
iki be but fruitlefs and defective to that end whereto 
oeant it. If to prevent fedls and fchifms, who is fo 
^ or uncatechifed in ftory, that hath not heard of 
ly fedls refiifing books as a hinderance, and preferving 
r do^ne unmixed for many ages, only by unwritten 
itions ? The chriftian faith, (for that was once a 
[in !) is not unknown to have fprcad all over Afia, ere 
gofpel or epiftle was feen in writing. If the amend* 
it of manners be aimed at, look into Italy and Spain, 
dier thofe places be one fcruple tbebetteri the ho^ 

X 2 nefter^ 
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neficr, the wifi^r, the chaftet-^ iince all the inquifitional 
rigour that hath been executed upon books. 

Another reafon, whereby to make it plain that this 
order will mifs the end it feeks, condder by the quality 
which ought to be in every licenfer. It cannot be 
denied, but that he who is made judge to lit upoii: the 
birth or death of books, whether they may be wafted 
into this world or not, had need to be a man above the 
common meafure, both fludious, learned, and Judicious ; 
there may be elfe no mean miflakes in the cenfure o( 
what is paffableor not; which isalfono mean injury. 
If he be of fuch worth as behoves him, there cannot be 
a more tedious and unpleafing joumeywork, a greater 
lofs of time levied upon his head, than to be made the 
perpetual reader of unchofen books and pamphlets^ oft- 
times huge volumes. There is no book that is accept- 
able, unlefs at certain feafons; but to be enjoined the 
reading of that at all times, and in a hand fcarce legible, 
whereof three pages would not down at any time in the 
faired print, is an impofition which I cannot believe 
how he that values time, and his own ftudies,*or is but 
of a fcnfiblc noftril, fhould be able to endure. In this 
one thing I crave leave of the prefent licenfers to be par- 
' doned for fo thinking ; who doubtlefs took this office up, 
looking on it through thfeir obedience to the parliament, 
whofe command perhaps made all things feem eafy and 
unlaborious to them ; but that this fhort trial hath wea- 
ried them out already, their own expreffions and excufes 
to them, who make fo many journeys to folicit their 
licence, are teftimony enough. Seeing therefore thofc, 
who now poflefs the employment, by all evident figua 
wifti themfelves well rid of it, and that no man of worth, 
none that is not a plain unthrift of his own hours, is ever 
likely to fuccced them, except he mean to put him&lf 
to the falary of a prefs corredor, we may ealily foitfee 
what kind of licenfers we are to expecft hereafter, eitfaei 
ignorant, imperious, and remifs, or bafely ptcXLUi/Uf* 
This is what I had to Ihow, wherein this order ctaqpi^ ' 
conduce to that end, whereof it bears the intention. ... . ' 

I laftly proceed from the no good it can do, to the voih ' 
nifell hurt itcaufes^ in being firft the greateft difooungpr 
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ment and affront that can be offered to learning, and to 
learned men. It was the complaint and lamentation of 
prelates, upon every lead breath of a motion to remove 
pluralities, and diflribute more equally church revenue^, 
that then all learning would be for ever dafhed and dif- 
couraged. But as for that opinion, I never found cauic 
to think, that the tenth part of learning flood or fell with 
the clergy : nor could I ever but hold it for a fordid and 
unworthy fpeech of any churchman, who had a compe- 
tency left him. If therefore ye be loth to difhearten ut- 
terly and difcontent, not the mercenary crew of falfe pre- 
tenders to learning, but the free , and ingenuous fort of 
fuch as evidently were bom to fludy and love learning 
for itfelf, not for lucre, or any other end, but the fervice 
of God and of truth, and perhaps that lafling fame and 
perpetuity of praife, which God and good men have con- 
icnted fhall be the reward of thofe, whofe publifhed la- 
bours advance the good of mankind : then know, that fo 
far to diflrufl the judgment and the honefty. of one >vho 
hath but a common repute in learning, and never yet 
ofiended, as not to count him fit to print his mind with- . 
out a tutor and examiner, left he fhould drop a fchifm^ 
or fomething of corruption, is the greateft difpleafuae 
and indignity to a free and knowing fpirit, that can be 
put upon him. What advantage is it to be a taaUj^ over 
it is to be a boy at fchool, if we have only efc^pe4 tho 
ferula, to come under the fefcue of an. Imprimatur ? If 
fcrious and elaborate writings, as if they were no more 
than the theme of a grammar-lad under his pjedagoguc, 
niuft not be uttered without the curfory eyes of a tempo- 
rizing and extemporizing licenfer ? He who is not truft- 
cd with his own adlions, his drift not being known to be 
evil, and ftanding to the hazard of law and penalty,, has 
no great argument to think himfelf reputed in the com- 
monwealth wherein he was born for other than a fool 
or a foreigner. When a man writes to the world, he 
fummons up all his reafon and deliberation to afSft him ; 
he fearches, meditates, is induftrious, and likely confults 
and confers with his judicious friends ; after all which 
done, he takes himfelf to be informed in what he writes, 
W well as any th^t writ before him; if in this the mofl 
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confummate a6)t of his fidelity and ripenefs, no years, no 
indaftry, no former proof of his abilities can bring him 
to that ftate of maturity, as not to be ftill miilrufted and 
fufpedled, unlefs he carry all his confidcrate diligence, all 
his midnight watchings, and expenfe of Falladian oil, 
to the hafty view of an unleifured licenfer, perhaps 
much his younger, perhaps far his inferior in judgment, 
perhaps one who never knew the labour of bookwriting ; 
and if he be not repulfed, or flighted, muft appear in 
print like a puny with his guardian, and his cenfor*8 
hand on the back of his title to be his bail and furety, 
that he is no ideot or feducer ; it cannot be but a dis- 
honour and derogation to the author, to. the book, to 
the privilege and dignity of learning. And what if the 
author fhall be one fo copious of fancy, as to have 
many things well worth the adding, come into his mind 
after licenfing, while the book is yet under the prefs, 
'which not feldom happens to the beft and diligenteft 
writers ; and that perhaps a dozen times in one book. 
The printer dares not go beyond his licenfed copy ; fo 
often then muft the author trUdge to his leave-giver, that 
thofe his new infertions maybe viewed; and itiany a 
jaunt will be made, ere that licenfer, for it muft be the 
fame man, can either be found, or found at leifure ; mean 
while either the prefs muft ftand ftill, which is no fmall 
damage, or the author lofe his accurateft thoughts, and 
fend the book forth worfe than he had made it, which 
to a diligent writer is the greateft melancholy and vexa* 
tion that can befal. And how can a man teach with 
authority, which is the life of teaching j how can he be 
a do6lor in his book as he ought to be, or elfe had better 
be filent, whcnas all he teaches, all he delivers, is but 
under the tuition, under the correal ion of his patriarchal 
licenfer, to blot or alter what precifely accords not with 
the hide-bound humour which he calls his judgment? " 
When every acute reader upon the firft light of a pedan- 
tic licence, will be ready with thefe like words to ding 
the book a coit's diftance from him, I hate a pupil teadb^ 
cr, I endure not an inftrudor that comes to me undflT 
the wardfhip of an overfeeing fift. I know nothing of 
the licenfer, but that I have his own hand here for Im 
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arrogance ; who fhall warrant me his judgment ? The 
ftate, fir, replies the ftationer : but has a quick return, 
the ftate Ihall be my governors, but not my critics ; they 
may be miilaken in the choice of a licenfer, as eafily as 
this licenfer may be miftaken in an author. This is 
ibme common fiufF; and he might add from fir Francis 
Bacon, that ^'fuch authorized books are but the language 
of the times," For though a licenfer fhpuld happen to 
be judicious more than ordinary, which will be a great 
jeopardy of the next fucccflion, yet his very office, and 
bis coinmiilion enjoins him to let pafs nothing but what 
is vulgarly received already. Nay, which is more lament^ 
able, if the work of any deceafed author, though never fo ' 
famous in his lifetime, and even to this day, comes to 
their hands for licence to be printed, or reprinted, if there 
be found in his book one fentence of a venturous edge, 
uttered in the height of zeal, (and who knows whether 
it might not be the dictate of a divine fpirit ?) yet not 
fuiting with every low decrepit humour of their own, 
though it were Knox himfelf, the reformer of a kingdom 
that fpake it, they will not pardon him their daih ; the 
fenfe of that great man ihall to all poilerity be loft, for 
the fearfulnefs, or the prefumptuous raflmefs of a per- 
functory licenfer. And to what an author this violence 
hath been lately done, and in what book of greateft con*» 
fcquence to be feithfuUy publiihed, I could now infiance, 
but (ball forbear till a more convenient fea(bn. Yet if 
thefe things be not rcfented ferioufly and timely by them 
who have the remedy in their power, but that fuch iron- 
moulds as thefe fhall have authority to gnaw out the 
choiceft periods of exquifiteft books, and to commit 
fuch a treacherous fraud againft the orphan remainders 
of worthieft men after death, the more forrow will belong 
to that haplefs race of men, whofe misfortune it is to have 
underftanding. Henceforth let no man care to learn, 
or care to. be more than worldly wife ; for certainly in 
higher matters to be ignorant and flothful, to be a com* 
mon ftead&ft dunce, will be the only pleafant life, and 
only in requeft. 

And as it is a particular difefteem of every knowing 
perfoii alive, and moft injurious to the written labours 
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and monuments of the dead, fo to mc it icems an under- 
valuing and vilifying of the whole nation. I cannot fet fo 
light by all the invention, the art, the wit, the grave and 
foJid judgment which is in England, as that it can be com- 
prehended in any twenty capacities how good foevcr; 
much Icfs that it fliould not pal's except their fuperintend- 
ence be over it, except it be lifted and drained with their 
drainers, that itihould be uncurrent without their manual 
ftamp. Truth and underftanding are not fuch wares as 
to be monopolized and traded in by tickets, and ftatutes, 
and ftandards. We muft not think to make a fiaple 
commodity of all the knowledge in the land, to mark 
and licenfe it like our broad cloth and our woolpackss. 
What is it but a fervitude like that impofed by the Phi- 
lifiines, not to be allowed 'the fharpening of our own 
axes and coulters, but we muft repair from all quarters 
to twenty liccnfing forges ? Had any one written and di- 
vulged erroneous things and fcandalous to honeft life, 
mifufing and forfeiting the efteem had of his reafon 
among men, if after convicSlion this only ccnfure were 
adjudged him, that he fhould never henceforth write, 
but what were firft examined by an appointed officer,. 
whofe hand fhould be annexed to pafs his credit for him, 
that now he might Jdc fafely read ; it could not be ap- 
prehended lefs than a difgraceful punifhtnent. Whence 
to include the whole nation, and thofe that never yet 
thus offended, under fuch a diffident and fufpedlful pro- 
hibition, may plainly be underftood what a diiparagement 
it is. So much the more whenas debtors and delinquents 
may walk abroad without a keeper, but unofFenfive'bool^ 
muft not ftir forth' without a vilible jailor in their title.* 
Nor is it to the common people lefs than a reproach; 
for if we be fo jealous over them, as that we dare not 
truft them with an Englifh pamphlet, what do we bat 
cenfure them for a giddy, vicious, and ungrounded peo- 
ple ; in fuch a fick and v^'eak eftate of faith and difcretioD| 
as to be able to take nothing down but through the 
pipe of a licenfer ? That this is care or love of them, wc 
cannot pretend, whenas in thofe popifh places, where the 
laity are moft haled and defpifed, the fame ftri6lneft ii 
ufcd over them. Wil'dom we cannot call it, becaufc it 
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ftops but one breach of licence, nor that neither : whenas 
thofe corruptions, which it feeks to prevcilt, break: in 
fafter at other doors, which cannpt be Ihut 

And in conclufion it reflefts to the difrepute of our 
ininifters alfo, of whofe labours we ihould hope better, 
and of their proficiency which their flock reaps by them, 
than that after all this light of the gofpel which is, and 
is to be, and all this continual preaching, they Ihould be 
iiill frequented with fuch an unprincipled, unedified^ and 
laic rabble, as that the whifF of every new pamphlet . 
ihould ftagger them out of their catechifm and chriiliaa 
walking. This may have much reafon to difcourage the 
miniAers, when fuch a low conceit is had of all their ex- 
hortations, and the benefiting of their hearers^ as that 
they are not thought fit to be turned loofe to three iheets 
of paper without a licenfer ; that all the fermons, all the 
ledtures preached, printed, vended in fuch numbers, 
and fuch volumes, as have now well-nigh made all other 
books unfalcable, ihould not be armour enough againft 
one fingle Enchiridion, without the cafUe of St. Angelo 
of an Imprimatur. 

And left fome (hould perfuade ye, lords and commons, 
that thefe arguments of learned men's difcouragement at 
tliis your order are mere flourifhes, and not real, I could 
recount what I have feen and heard in other countries, 
where this kind of inquifition tyrannizes; when I have 
fat among their learned men, (for that honour I had,) 
and been counted happy to be bom in fuch a place of 
philofophic freedom, as they fuppofed England was, 
while thcmfelves did nothing but bemoan the fervile con- 
dition into which learning amongft them was brought; 
that this was it which had damped the glory of Italian 
wits; that nothing had been there written now thefe 
many years but flattery and fuilian. There it was that I 
found anrf vifitcd the famous Galileo grown old, a pri- 
foner to the inquifition, for thinking in aftronomy other- 
wife than the francifcan and dominican licenfers thought. 
And though I knew that England then was groaning 
loudcfl under the prclatical yoke, nevcrthelefs I took it 
as a pledge of future happincfs, that other nations were 
fo pcrfuaded of her liberty. Yet was it beyond my hope, 
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that thofe worthies were then breathing in her air, who 
ihould be her leaders to fuch a deliverance, as Ihall never 
be forgotten by any revolution of time that this world 
hath to finilh. When that was once begun, it was as 
little in my fear, that what words of complaint I heard 
among learned men of other parts uttered againil: the in- 
quiiition, the fame I fhould hear by as learned men at 
• home uttered in time of parliament againft an order of 
liceniing ; and that fo generally, that when I had dif- 
clofed myfelf a companion of their difcontent, I might 
fey, if without envy, that he whom an honeft quaeAor- 
ihip had endeared to the Sicilians, was not more by them 
importuned againft Verres, than the favourable 'opinion 
which I had among many who honour ye, and are 
ioiown and refpedted by ye, loaded me with entreatiek 
and perfuaiions, that I would not defpair to lay together 
that which juft reafon fhould bring into my mind, to* 
ward the removal of an undeferved th^ldom upon 
learning. That this is not therefore the difburdening of 
a particular fancy, but the common grievance of all 
thofe who had prepared their minds and fiudies above 
the vulgar pitch to advance truth in others, and from 
others to entertain it, thus much may fatisfy. And in 
their name I fhall for neither friend nor foe conceal what 
the general murmur is ; that if it come to inquifitioning 
again^ and liceniing, and that we are fo timorous of 
ourfelves, and fufpicioiis of all men, as to fear each book„ 
and the ihaking of every leaf, before we know what the 
contents are ; if fome who but of late were little better 
than filenced from preaching, fhall come now to lilenoe 
ns from reading, except what they pleafe, it cannot be 
gucfTed what is intended by fome but a fecond tyranny 
over learning : and will foon put it out of controverfy, 
that biihops and prefby ters are the fame to us both namer 
arid thing. That thofe evils of prelaty which befoib 
from five or fix and twenty fees were diftributivdjr 
charged upon the wliole people, will now light wholly 
upon learning, is not obfcure to us : whenas now tTO 
paftor of a fmall unlearned parifh, on the fudden fhall 
be exalted archbifhop over a large dioccfe of books, and 
yet not remove, but keep his other cure too, a myfticat 
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pluralifi. He who but of late cried down the folc ordi« 
nation of every novice bachelor of art^ and denied fole 
jurifdidion over the iimpleft pariihioner, {hall now at 
home m his private chair aifume both thefe over worth!- 
eft and excellenteft books, and ableft authors that write 
them. This is not, ye covenants and proteftations that 
we have made ! this is not to put down prdaty i this is 
but to chop an epifcopacy ; this is but to tranflate the 
palace metropolitan from one kind of dominion into 
another ; this is but an old canonical flight of commute 
ing our penance. To ilartle thus betimes at a mere 
unlicenfed pamphlet, will, after a while, be afraid of 
every conventicle, and a while after will make a con- 
venticle of every chriftian meeting. But I am certain^ 
that a flate governed by the rules of juftice and fortitude, 
or a church 'built and founded upon the rock of faith 
and true knowledge, cannot be fo pulillanimous. While 
things are yet not conftituted in religion, that freedom of 
writing ihould be retrained by a difcipline imitated 
fi'om the prelates, and learned by them from the inqui- 
fition to ihut us up all again into the breaft of a licenfer, 
muft needs give caufe of doubt and difcouragement to 
all learned and religious men : who cannot but difcem 
the finenefs of this politic drifl, and who are the contrive 
ers ; that while bifhops were to be baited down, then all 
preflfes might be open; it was the people's birthright 
and privilege in time of parliament, it was the breaking 
forth of light But now the bifhops abrogated and void- 
ed out of the church, as if our reformation fought no 
more, but to make room for others into their feats under 
another name ; the epifcopal arts begin to bud again ; 
the cruife of truth muft run np more oil ; liberty of 
printing muft be enthralled again under a preladcal 
commiflion of twenty ; the privilege of the people nulli- 
fied ', and which is worfe, the freedom of learning muft 
groan again, and to her old fetters : all this the parlia* 
ment yet fitting. Although their own late arguments 
and defences againft the prelates might remember them, 
that this obfb:u6ting violence meets for the moil p^rt 
with an event utterly oppofite to the end which it drives 
at ; inftead of fupprei]ing fe<Sts and fchifms^ it raifes them 
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and invefls them with a reputation : *^ the punifhing 

of wits enhances their authority," faith the vifcount St. 

Albans ; *^ and a forbidden writing is thought to be a 

certain fpark of truth, that flies up in the faces of them 

who feek to tread it out.** This order therefore may 

prove a nurfing mother to fefts, but I Ihall eafily (how 

bow it will be a flepdame to truth : and firft by difcu- 

abling us to the maintainance of what is known ahready. 

Well knotys he who ufes to confider, that our faith 

and knowledge thrive?s by exercife, as well as our limba 

and complexion. Truth is compared in fcripture to a 

ftreaming fountain; if her waters flow not in a perpetual 

progreflSon, they licken into a muddy pool of conformity 

and tradition. A man ihay be a heretic in the truth ; 

and if he believe things only becaufe his ps^ftor fays fo, 

or the aflembly fo determines, without knowing other 

reafon, though his belief be true, yet the very truth he 

holds becomes his herefy. There is not any burden^ 

that fome would gladlier poft off to another, than the 

charge and care of their religion. There be, whcr knows 

not that there be of proteftants and profefl'brs, who live 

and die in as errant and implicit faith, as any lay papifl 

of Loretto. A wealthy man, addi6led to his pleafure and 

to his profits, finds religion to be a traffic fo entangled, 

and of fo many piddling accounts, that of all myfterics 

he cannot Ikill to keep a flock going upon that trade. 

What fliould he do ? Fain he would have the name to 

be religious, fain he would bear up with hrs neighbour$ 

in that. What does he therefore, but refolves to give 

overtoiling, and to find himfelf out fome fa6ior, to whofe 

care and credit he may commit the whole managing of 

his religious affairs ; fome divine of note and eflimatton 

that mufl:be. To him he adheres, refigns the whole waror 

houfe of his religion, with all the locks and keys into h^ 

cuftody ; and indeed makes the very perfon of that man his 

religion ; eflreemshis aflxx:iating with him a fuflScientevi* 

dence and commendatory of his own piety. So that % 

man may fay his religion is now no more within hifl^ 

fclf, but is become a dividual movable, and goes and 

comes near him, according as that good man freqiicatt 

the houfe. He entertains him^ gives him gifts, kaH^ 
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him, lodges hiiti ; his religion comes home at night, P^'aySf 
18 liberally fupped, and fumfjtuoufly laid to flcep ; rifes, 
is fainted, and after the malmfey, or fome well-fpiced 
bruage, and better breakfafted, than he whofe morning 
appetite would have gladly fed on green figs between 
Bethany and Jerufalem, his religion walks abroad at 
eight, and leaves his kind entertainer in the fhop trading 
all day without his religion. 

Another fort there be, who when they hear that alt 
^"^ings Ihall be ordered, all things regulated and fettled ; 
notliing written but what pafles through the cuftomhoufe 
of certain publicans that have the tonnaging and pound- 
agii^ of all freefpoten truth ; will ftraight give themfelves 
up into your hands, make them and cut them out what 
religion ye pleafe : there be delights, there be recreations 
juid jolly paftimes, that will fetch the day about from fun 
to fun, and rock the tedious year as in a delightful drcam. 
What need they torture their heads with that which 
others have taken fo ftridlly, and fo unalterably into their 
own purveying ? Thefe are the fruits, which a dull cafe 
and ceffation of our knowledge will bring forth among 
the people. How goodly, and how to be wiftied were- 
fuch an obedient unanimity as this ? What a fine con- 
formity would it ilarch us all into ? Doubtlefs a fiaunch 
and folid piece of framework, as any January could 
fireeze together. 

Nor much better will be the confequence even among 
the clergy themfelves : it is no new thing never heard of 
before, for a parochial minifter, who has his reward, and 
is at his Hercules pillars in a warm benefice, to be eafily 
inclinable, if h# have nothing elfe that may roufe up 
his iludies, to finifh his circuit in an Englifh G>ncord- 
ance and a topic folio, the gatherings and favings of a 
fober graduateftiip, a Harmony and a Catena, treading 
the conftant round of certain common dodrinal heads, 
attended with their ufes, motives, marks and means; out 
of which, as out of an alphabet or fol fa, by forming and 
transforming, joining and disjoining varioufly, a little 
bookcraft, and two hours meditation, might furnifli him 
Vnfpeakably to the performance of more than a weckljr 
dwge of fermoning : not torepkon up the infinite helps 
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of interliniaries, breviaries, fynopfes, and other loitering 
gear. But as for the multitude of (ermons ready printed 
and piled up, on every text that is not difficult, our Lon- 
don trading St. Thomas in his veflrj-, and add to boot 
St. Martin and St. Hugh, have not within their hallowed 
limits more vendible ware of all forts ready made : fa 
that penury he never need fear of pulpit pro viiion^ hav- 
ing where fo plenteoufly to refrefh his magazine. But 
if his fear aiid flanks be not impaled, if his back d€K>r 
be not fecured by the rigid licenfer, but that a bold book 
may now and then iffue forth, and give the ailault to 
fome of his old collections in their trenches, it will con* 
cem him then to keep waking, to iland in watch, to Ult 
^)od guards and fentinels about his received opiniona^ 
to walk the round and counter-roimd with his feilow'-' 
infpe6lors, fearing left any of his flock be feduced, wha 
alfo then would be better inifanded, better exercifed 
and difciplined. And God fend that the fear (^this dili- 
gence, which muft then be ufed, do not make us aflfe^ 
the lazinefs of a liccnfing church ! 

For if we be fure we are in the right, and do not hold 
the truth guiltily, which becomes not, if we oorMreS' 
condemn not our own weak and frivolous teaching, and 
the people for an untaught and irreligious gadding roat ; 
what can be more fair, than when a m^n judicious, 
learned, and of a confcience, for aught we know as good 
as theirs that taught us what w;e know, (hall not privily 
from houfe to houfe, which is more dangerous, but- 
openly by writing publilh to the world what his opimon; 
is, what his reafons, and wherefore that which is now^ 
thought cannot be found;jS Chrift urged it as wherewitil^ 
to jnftify himfelf that b<j preached in public ; yet writiiqg^ 
is more public than preaching ; and more eafy to 
futation if need be, there being fo many whofe bufii 
and profeffion merely it is to be the champions of truth 
which if they negledl^ what can be imputed but 
floth or unability ? 

Thus much we are hindered and diiinured by 
courfe of licenfing toward the true knowledge of whM# ' * 
we feem tq know. For how much it hurts and hindia0^ 
the liccnfers themfclves in the calling of their minifl^. , 
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faoine than any fecular employment, if they will dif* 
charge that office as they ought, fo that of neceffity they 
muft negled either the one duty or the other ; I infift 
not, becaufe it is a particular, but leave it to their own 
coofcience, how they will decide it there. 

There is yet behind of what I pucpofed to lay open^ 
the incredible lofs and detriment that *his plot of licenfing' 
puts \is to, more than if fome enemy at fea ihould flop up 
all our havens, and ports, and creeks ; it hinders and re-* 
tards the importation of our richeft merchandize, truth : 
nay, it was firft eftabliflied and put in praAice by anti- 
chriftian malice and myftery on fet purpofe to extinguifli, 
if it wete poffible, the light of reformation, and to fettle 
falfchood ; little differing from that policy wherewith 
the Turk upholds his Alcoran, by the prohibiting of 
printing. It is not denied, but gladly confefTed, we arc 
to fend our thanks and vows to Heaven, louder than mofl 
of nations, for that great meafure of truth which we 
enjoy, efpecially in thofe main points between us and the 
pope, with his appurtenances the prelates : but he who 
thinks we are to pitch our tent here, and have attained 
the utraofl profpeft of reformation, that the mortal glafs 
wherein we contemplate can fhow us, till wc come to 
beatific vifion ; that man by this very opinion declares, 
that he is yet far fhort of truth. 

Truth indeed came once into the world with her' di- 
Tine mailer, and was a perfedl fhapemoft glorious to 
look on : but when he afcended, and his apoflles afler 
him were laid afleep, then flraight arofe a wicked race 
of deceivers, who as that ftory goes of the Egyptian 
Typhon with his confpirators, how they dealt with the 

food Ofyris, took the virgin Truth, hewed her lovely 
>rm into a thoufand pieces, and fcattered them to the 
fcur winds. From that time ever fince, the fad friends 
pf Truth, fuch as duHl appear, imitating the careful foarcb 
that Ifis made for the mangled body of Ofiris, went ui> 
and down gathering up limb by limb flill as they could 
find them. We have not yet found them all, lords and 
commons, nor ever ihall do, till her maftefs fecond oom^ 
ing; he fliali bring together cvexj joint and member^ 
and ihall mould them into an immortal feature of lave- 
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linpfs and perfedlion. Suffer not thefe licenfing pm*- 
hibitions to ftand at every place of opporttmity forbid-* 
ding and diftnrbing them that continue feeking, that 
continue to do our obfequies to the torn body of our 
martyred faint. We boaft our light ; but if we look not 
wifely on the fun. itfelf, it fmites us into darknefs. Who 
can difcern thofe planets that are oft combufl, and ffaofe 
ilars of brighteft magnitude that rife and fet with the 
fun, until the oppofite motion of their orbs bring them 
to fuch a place in the firmament, where they may be 
feen evening or morning ? The light which we have 
gained, was given us, not to be ever flaring on, but by it 
to difcover onward things more remote from our know- 
ledge. It is not the unfrocking of a prieft, the tm- 
mitring of a bifhop, and the removing him from off the 
prefbyterian fhoulders, that will make us a happy na-» 
lion ; no, if other things as great in the church, and io 
the rule of life both oeconomical and political be not- 
looked into and reformed, we have looked fo long upon 
the blaze that Zuinglius and Calvin have beaconed up to 
us, that we are ftark blind. There be who perpetually 
complain of fchifms and fedls, and make it fuch a ca- 
lamity, that any man diffents from their maximjs. It is 
^eir own prick and ignorance which caufes the difturb- 
irig, who neither will hear with meeknefs, nor can con- 
vince, yet all muft be fupprcffed which is not found in 
their Syntagma. They are the troublers, they are the di^ 
viders of unity, who negledl and permit not others to 
unite thofe diilevercd pieces, which are yet wanting to 
the body of truth. To be ftill fearching what we knov 
not, by what we know, ftill clofing up truth to truth at 
we find it, (for all her body is homogeneal, and propor- 
tional) this is the golden rule in theology as well as ia- 
arithmetic, and makes up the beft harmony in a church ; 
not the forced and outward union of cold, and i^utnd^ 
and inwardly divided minds. 

Lords and commons of England ! confider what 
nation it is whereof ye are, and whereof ye are the go* 
vernors : a nation not flow and dull, but of a quick^ . 
ingenious, and piercing fpirit ; acute to invent, fubtilft 
and finewy to difcourie, not beneath the reach of aoy: ' 
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Jjoiilt thfe higheft that human capacity can foar to. 
Thetefore the ftudies of learning in her deepeft fciences 
have been fo ancient, and fo eminent among us, that 
writers of good antiquity and able judgment have been 
perfuaded, that even the fchool of P3rthagoras, and tho 
Perfian wifdom, took beginning from the old philbfophy 
of this ifland. And that wife and civil Roman, Julius 
Agricola, who governed once here for Caefar, preferred 
the natural wits of Britain, before the laboured iludies 
of the French. Nbr is it for nothing that the grave and 
frugal Tranlilvanian fends Out yearly from as far as the 
mountainous borders of Ruflia, and beyond the Hercy- 
nian wildemefs, not their youth, but their ftaid men, to 
learn our language, and our theologic arts. Yet that 
which is above all this, the favour and the love of Hea- 
ven, we have great argument to think in a peculiar 
nianner propitious and propending towards us. Why 
elfe was this nation chofen before any other, that out of 
i^r, as out of Sion, Ihould be proclaimed and founded 
forth the firft tidings and trumpet of reformation to all 
fiuropc ? And had it not bee\i the obftinate perverfenefs 
of" our prelates againft the divine and admirable fpirit of 
W^ickliff, to fupprefs him as a fchifmatic and innovator, 
perhaps, neither the Bohemian Hufle and Jerom, no nor 
the name of Luther or of Calvin, had been ever known : 
the glory of reforming all our neighbours had been 
^TOpletely ours. But now, as our obdurate clergy have 
^ith violence demeaned the matter, we are become hi- 
therto the latcft and the backwardeft fcholars, of whom 
®od offered to have made us the teachers. Now once 
fgain by all concurrence of iigns, and by the general 
jnftinft of holy and devout men, as they daily and fo- 
'^wmly exprefs their thoughts, God is decreeing to begin 
fonic new and great period in his church, even to the 
'^forming of reformation itfelf ; what docs he then but 
'^^^^l himfelf to his fervants, and as his manner is, firft 
*^ his Engliflimen ? I fay as his manner is, firft to us, 
*hough we mark not the method of his counfels, and 
•^ unworthy. Behold now this vaft city; a city of 
J^^ge, the manfion-houfc of liberty, cncompaffed and 
^^rrounded with his protection ; the Ihop x)f war hath 
Vol. I. Y not 



322 A Speech for the Liberty ofunllcenfed Frhiiiftg. 

not there more anvils and hammers waking, to fafldoa 
out the plates ^nd inftruments of armed jullice in de- 
fence of beleagured truth, than there be pens and beads 
there, fitting by their iludious lamps, mufing, fearching, 
revolving new notions and ideas wherewith to prefentt 
as with their homage and their fealty, the approaching 
reformation: others as faft reading, trying all thipgs^ 
aflenting to the force of reafon and convincement What 
could a man require more from a nation fo pliant and 
fo prone to feek after knowledge ? What wants there tp 
fuch a towardly and pregnant foil, but wife and faithfbl 
labourei^, to make a knowing people, a nation of pro- 
phets, of fages, and of worthies ? We reckon mpre than 
five months yet to harVeft ; there need not be five week% 
had we but eyes to lift up, the fields are white already. 
Where there is much delire to learn, there of neceffity 
will be much arguing, much writing, many opinions $ 
for opinion in good men is but knowledge in ^le mak-r 
ing. Under thefe fantaftic terrours of fe6l and fchifin, 
we wrgng the earnefl and zealous thirft after knowledge 
^nd imdcrflanding, which God hath ftirrcd up in tmp 
city. . What fome lament of, we rather fhould rejoice 
at, fhould rather praife this pious forwardnefs amoi^ 
men, to reafTume the ill-deputed care of their religion 
into their own hands again. A little generous prudeoc^ 
a little forbearance of one another, and fome grain of 
charity might win all thefe diligencies to join and unite 
into one general and brotherly fearch after truth ; could 
we but forego this prelatical tradition of crowding fioeo 
confciences and chriflian liberties into canons and ptt? 
cepts of men. I doubt not, if fome great and wgrtlff 
ilranger fhould come among us, wife to difcem the mow 
and temper of a people, and how to govern it, obferviqg 
the high hopes and aims, the diligent alacrity of ourcsr 
tended thoughts and reafoningsin thepurfuance of tidD) 
and freedom, but that he would cry out as Pyrrhus didfi^f 
miring the Roman docility and courage ; if fuch wete.fitf 
tlpbots, I would not defpair the greatefl defign tliat oo^ 
be attempted to make a church or kingdom happy, tff 
thelb are the men cried out againft for fchifmatics an^ifl9T 
taries^ as if^ while the temple of the Lord was buildiBft 
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fome cutting, fomc fqtiaring the marble, others hewing 
the cedars, there Ihould be a fort of irrational men, who 
could not confider there muftbe many fchifms and many 
difle^ions made in the quarry and in the timber, ere the 
houfe of God can bq built. And when every ftonc is laid 
artfully together, it cannot be united into a continuity, 
it can but be contiguous in this world : neither can every 
piece of thd building be of one form ; nay rather the 
pcrfeAion confifts in this, that out of many moderate 
varieties and brotherly diffimrlitudes that are not vaftly 
difpropbrtional, arifes the goodly and the graceful fym- 
metry that commends the whole pile and ftrudlure. Let 
us therefore be more confiderate builders, more wife in 
foiritual architedlure, when great information is expelled. 
For now the time feems come, wherein Mofes the great 
prophet may fit in Heaven rejoicing to fee that memora- 
tlc and glorious wifti of his fulfilled, when not only out 
fcventy elders, but all the Lord's people are become pro- 
phets. No marvel then though fome men, and fome 
good men too perhaps, but young in goodnefs, as Jofliua 
then was, envy them. They fret and out of their own 
wcaknefs are in agony, left thefc divifions and fubdivi- 
fions will undo us. The adverfary again applauds, and 
Waits the hour ; when thev have brancheci themfelves 
out, faith he, fmali enough into parties and partitions, 
then will be our time. Fool ! he fees not the firm root, 
Out of which we all grow, though into branches ; nor 
will beware until he fee our fmall divided maniples cut- 
ting through at every angle of his ill-united and unwieldy 
brigade. And that we are to hope better of all thefe fup- 
po&i fe£ts and fchifms, and that we fhall not need that 
folicitude, honeft perhaps, though overtimorous, of 
them that vex in this behalf, but (hall laugh in the end 
*t thofe malicious applauders of our differences, I hav6 
thefc reafons to perfuade me. 

Firft, when a city fhall be as it were befieged and 
Mocked about, her navigable river infefted, inroads and 
j^curiions round, defiance and battle ofl rumoured to 
"C marching up, even to her walls and fuburb trenches; 
*^^ then the people, or the greater part, more than at 
other times, wholly takca up with the fludy of higheft 
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and mod important matters to be reformed, ihould be 
difputing, reafoning, reading, inventing, difcourfin^ 
even to a rarity and admiration, things not before dif- 
courfed or written of^ argues firfl a fingular good will, 
contentednefs and confidence in your prudent forefigh^ 
and fafe government, lords and commons; and firmn 
thence derives itfelf to a gallant braverv and well groond'^ 
ed contempt of their enemies, as if tnere were no fmall 
number of as great fpirits among us, as his was who 
when Rome was nighbefieged by Hannibal, being in tbe 
city, bought that piece of ground at no cheap rate, where- 
on Hannibal himfelf encamped his own regiment Neci^ 
li is a lively and cheerful prefage of our happy fucoeft 
and viflory. For as in a body when the blood is fieA, 
tlie fpirits pure and vigorous, not only to vital, but to 
rational faculties, and thofe in the acuteft, and the perteft 
operations of wit and fubtlety, it argues in what good 
plight and conilitution the body is ; fo when the cfccr- 
lulnefs of the people is fo fprightly up, as that it bis 
not only wherewidi to guard well its own fi:'eedom apd 
iafety, but to fpare, and to beftow upon the folideft and 
fublimefl points of controverfy and new inventicnii it 
betokens us not degenerated, nor drooping to a fidd 
decay, by cafting off the old and wrinkled ikin of cor* 
ruption to outlive! thefe pangs, and wax young agaioi 
entering the glorious ways of truth and profperous vir- 
tue, deftined to become great and honourable in thefe 
latter ages. Methinks I fee in my mind a noble Ad 

Suiflant nation roufing herfelf like a ftrong man aftff 
eep, and fhaking her invincible locks : methinks I fo 
her as an eagle muing her mighty youth, and kindlilH 
her undazzled eyes at the full midday beam ; puxpK 
and unfcaling her long abufed fight at the fountain itfw 
of heavenly radiance ; while the whole noife of timoroap 
and flocking birds, with thofe alfo that love the twilil^ 
flutter about, amazed at what (he means, and in VBtk 
envious gabble would prognoillcate a year of fects iNI: 
fchifms. ' •; 

What fhould ye do then, Ihould ye fupprefs all W* | 
flowery crop of knowledge and new light fprungupium 
yet fpringbg daDy in t^s city ? Should ye fet an oT 
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hy of twenty engroffers over it, to bring a famine 
a our minds again, when, we Ihall know nothing but 
t is meafured to us by their bufhel ? Believe it, lords 
commons ! they who counfcl ye to fuch a fupprcf- 
, do as good as bid ye fupprcfs yourfelves ; and I 
foon ftiow how. If it be dciircd to know the im- 
iatc caufe of all this free writing and free fpeaking, 
J cannot be affigned a truer than your own mild, and 
and humane government ; it is the liberty, lords 
commons, which your own valorous and happy 
ifcls have purchafed us ; liberty which is the nurle 
1 great wits : this is that which hath rarified and 
;htcned our fpirits like the influence of Heaven ; this 
at which hath enfranchifed, enlarged, and lifted up / 
ipprehenfions degrees above themfelvcs. Ye cannot 
5 us now lefs capable, lefs knowing, lefs eagerly 
iiing of the truth, unlefs ye firft make yourfelves, 
made us fo, lefs the lovers, lefs the founders of our 
liberty. We can grow ignorant again, brutifli, 
al, and flavifh, as ye found us ; but you then muft 
become that which ye cannot be, oppreiSve, arbi- 
and tjrrannous, as they were from whom ye have 
. us. That our hearts are now more capacious, our 
gbts more ere6led to the fearch and expe<5lation of 
eft and exaAeft things, is the iflfue of your own vir- 
iropagated in us ; ye cannot fupprefs that, unlefs ye 
brce an abrogated and mercilefs law, that fathers 
difpatch at. will their own children. And who 
then ftick clofeft to ye and excite others ? Not he 
takes up arms for coat and condudl, and, his fbur 
Bsof Danegelt, Although Idifpraife not the defence, 
ft immunities, yet love my peace better, if that were 
Give me the liberty to know, to utter, and to argue 
J according to confcience, above all liberties, 
liat would be bed advifed then, if it be found fo 
ill and fo unequal to fupprefs opinions for the new- 
or the unfuitablenefs to a cuftomary acceptande^ 
QOt be my talk to fay ; I fhall only repeat what Jt 
learned from one of your own honourable number, 
ht noble and pious lord, who had he not facrificed 
fe and fortunes to the church and commonwealth, 
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we had not now miiled and bewailed a worthy and ua* 
doubted patron of this argument Ye know him, I am 
fure ; yet I for honour's lake, and may it be eternal to 
him, inall name him, the lord Brook. He writing of 
epifcopacy, and by the way treating of fedls and fchifms, 
left ye his vote, or rather now the lall words of his 
dying charge, which I know will ever be of dear and 
honoured regard with ye, fo full of meeknefsand breath- 
ing charity, that next to his lafl teftament, who be- 
queathed love and peace to his difciples, I cannot call to 
mind where I have read or heard wonU more mild and 
peaceful. He there exhorts us to hear with patieooe 
and humility thofe, however they be mifcallcd, that de- 
fire to live purely, in fuch a ufe of God's ordinanceSi as 
tlie befl guidance of their confcience gives them, and to 
tolerate them, though in fome difconformity to ourfelves. 
The book itfelf will tell us more at large, being publifii^ 
edto the world, and.dedicated to the parliament byhiiOi 
who both for liis life and for his death deferves, that 
what advice he left be not laid by without perufal. 

And now the time in Ipecial is, by privilege to write 
and fpeak what may help to the further difcuffing of 
matters in agitation. The temple of Janus with his two 
controvcrfal faces might now not ilniignificantly be fet 
open. And though all the winds of do6lrine were let 
loofe to play upon the earth, fo truth be in the field, wc 
do injurioufly by licenfing and prohibiting to mifdoubt 
her flrcngth. Let her and faJfchood grapple ; who ever 
knew truth put to the worfc, in a free and open encoun- 
ter ? Her confuting is the befl and furcft fuppreiT^ig^ 
He who hears what praying there is for light and clear 
knowledge to be fent down among us, would think of 
other matters to be confl.ituted beyond the difcipUnc of 
Geneva, framed and fabricked already lo our handSr.Icti 
when the new light which we beg for Ihines in upon-os, 
there be who envy and oppofc, if it come not firftinat 
their calcments. What a collufion is this, whena^ .iW: 
are exhorted by the wife roan to ufc diligence, " toffdl 
for wifdom as for hidden treatures'\early and late, tljiltl 
another order fliall enjoin us, to know nothing but tt 
fiaiuie ? When a man hath been labouring the hard^ 
7 labouJ 
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labour in the deep mines of knowledge, hath fumifhed 
out his findings in all their equipage, drawn forth his 
reafons as it were a battle ranged, icattered and defeated 
all objc6tions in his way, calls out his adverfary into the 
plain, offers him the advantage of wind and fun, if he 
pleafe, only that he may try the matter by dint of argu- 
ment ; for his opponents then to fculk, to lay ambulh- 
ments, to keep a narrow bridge of licenfing where the 
challenger fhould pafs, though it be valour enough in 
foldierihip, is but weaknefe and cowardice in the wars 
of truth. For who knows not that truth is ftrong, next 
to the Almighty ; Ihe needs no policies, nor ftratagems, 
nor liceniings to make her vidlorious, thofe are the fhifts 
and the defences that errour ufes againft her power : give 
her but room, and do not bind her when fhe fleeps, for 
Acn (he fpeaks not true, as the old Proteus did, who 
fpake oracles only when he was caught and bound, but 
tticn rather fhe turns herfelf into all fhapes, except her 
own, and perhaps tunes her voice according to the time, 
as Micaiah did before Ahab, until fhe be adjured into 
her own likenefs. Yet is it not impoffible that fhe mav 
have more fhapes than one ? What clfe is all that rank 
of things indifferent, wherein truth may be on this fide, 
or on the other, without being unlike herfelf ? What 
but a vain fhadow elfe is the abolition of " thofe ordi- 
nances, that hand-writing nailed to the crofs ?" whalb 
great piux:hafe is this chriftian liberty which Paul fo 
often boafts of? His do<5lrine is, that he who eats or 
cats not, regards a day or regards it not, may. do either 
to the Lord. How many other things might be tolerated 
in peace, and left to confcience, had we but charity, and 
were it not the chief flrong hold of our hypocrify to be 
ever judging one another ? I fear yet this iron yoke of 
outward conformity hath left a,flavifh print upon our 
necks ; the ghoft of a linen decency yet haunts us. We 
Xhimble, and are impatient at the Icaft dividing of one 
vifible congregation from another, though it be not in 
fundamentals ; and through our forwardnefs to fupprefs, 
ahd our backwardncfs to recover, any enthralled piece of 
truth out of the gripe of cuflom, we care not to keep 
truth feparated from truth, which is the ficrcelt rent and 
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difunion of all. We do not fee that while we flill zSScA 
by all means a rigid external formality, we may as (boa 
fall again into a grofs conforming flupidity, a fiark and 
dead congealment of ^' wood and hay and-ftubble** forced 
and frozen together, which is more to the fudden dege- 
nerating of a church than many fubdichotomics of petty 
fchifms. Not that Lean think well of every light fepara- 
tion ; or that all in a church is to be expeded ^^ gold and 
filver and precious (lones :'' it is not poi&ble for man to 
fever the wheat fram the .tares, the good filh from the 
other fry ; that mull be the angels miniftry at the end of 
mortal things. Yet if all cannot be of one mind, as who 
looks they ihould be ? this doubdefs is more whole- 
fome, more prudent, and more chriflian, that many be 
tolerated rather than all compelled. ' I mean, not tole- 
rated popery, and open fuperllition, which as it extir- 
pates all religions and civil fupremacies, fo itfelf ihould 
be extirpate, provided firft that all charitable and com- 
paflionate means be ufed to win and regain tlv^ 'weak 
and the milled : that alfo which is impious or evil abfo- 
lutely either againft faith or manners, no law can polfihiy. 
permit, th^t intends not to unlaw itfelf: but thofe 
neighbouring differences, or rather indifferences, are 
what I fpeak of, whether in fomc poiqt of dodbrine or of 
difcipline, which though they may be many, yet need 
not interrupt the unity of fpirit, if we could but find 
among us the bond of peace. In the mean while, if any 
one would write, and bring his helpful hand to the flow 
moving reformation which we labour under, if truth 
have fpoken to him before others, or but feemed at leaft 
to fpeak, who hath fo bejefuited us, that we fhouid 
trouble that man with alking licence to do fo worthy 9, 
deed ; and not confider this, that if it come to prohibit^ 
ing, there is not aught moi'e likely to be prohibited thaA 
truth itfelf : whofe firfl appearance to our eyes, bleared and 
dimmed with prejudice and cuftom, is more unlightljr 
and unplaufible tiian many errours ; even as the peiiba 
is of many a great man flight and contemptible to fee to. 
And what do they tell us vainly of new opinions, wheat 
this very opinion of theirs, that none muft be heard but! 
whom they like, is the worft and neweli opinion of all 
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others ; and is the chief caufe why fedls and fchifms do 
fo much abound, and true knowledge is kept at diflance 
from us ; belides yet a greater danger which is in it. 
For when Grod fhakes a kingdom, with firong and 
healthful commotions, to a general reforming, it is not 
untrue that many fciSlaries and falfe teachers are then 
bufieft in feduring. But yet more true it is, that God 
then raifes to his own work men of rare abilities, and 
more than comD:K>n induftry, not only to look back and 
revife what hath been taught heretofore, but to gain fur- 
ther, and to go on Ibme new enlightened iteps in the dif- 
covery of truth. For fuch is the order of Grod^s enlight- 
ening his Church, to difpenfe and deal out by degrees 
ills beam, fo as our earthly eyes may beft fuftain it. Nei* 
-'Xher is God appointed and confined, where and out of 
what place thefe his chofen fhall be firft heard to fpeak ; 
for he fees npt as man fees, choofes not as man choofes, 
left we fhould devote ourfelves again to fet places, and 
aflemblies, and outward callings of inen ; planting our 
fkith one while in the old convocation houfe, and another 
while in the chapel at WeAminfter ; when all the faith 
and religion that ihall be there canonized, is not fuffi- 
cient without plain convincement, and the charity of 
patient inftrudlion, to fupple the lead bruife of con* 
fcience, to edify the meaneft chriftian, who defires to 
walk in.the fpirit, and not in the letter of human truft, 
for all the number of voices that can be there made ; no 
though Harry the feventh himfelf there, with all his 
liege tombs about him, ihould lend them voices from 
the dead to fwell their number. And if the men be 
erroneous who appear to be the leading fchifmatics, what 
witholds us but our floth, our felfwill, and diftruft in 
the right caufe, that we do not give them gentle meetings 
and gentle difmiflions, that we debate not and examine 
the matter thoroughly with liberal and frequent audi- 
ence ; if not for their fakes yet for our own ? Seeing no 
man who hath tailed learning, but will confefs the many 
ways of profiting by thofc who, not contented with ftalc 
receipts, are able to manage and fet forth new politions 
to the world. And were they but as the duft and cinders 
of Qur fcetj fo long as in tluit notion they may yet ferve 

to 



330 A Speech for the Liberty of imltcenfed Trmitng. 

to polifh and brighten the armory of truth, even for that 
refpeA they were not utterly to be caft away. But if 
they be of thofe whom God hath fitted for the fpccial 
ufe of thefe times with eminent and ample gifts, and 
thofe perhaps neither amdng the priefts, nor among the 
Pharifees^ and we in the hade of a precipitant zeal fhall 
make no diftin6lion> but refolve to flop their njouths, 
Becaufe we fear they come with new and dangerous 
opinions, as we commonly forejudge them ere we under- 
fland them ; no lefs than wo to us, while, thinking thus 
to defend the gofpel, we are found the perfecutors ! 

There have been not a few fince the beginning of this 
parliament, both of the prefbytery and others, who by 
their luilicenfed books to the contempt of an imprimatur 
firft broke that triple ice clung about our hearts, and 
taught the people to fee day : I hope that none of thofe 
were the perfuaders to renew upon us this bondage, which 
they themfelves have wrought fo much good by con- 
temning. But if neither the check that Mofes gave to 
young Jofhua, nor the countermand which our Saviour 
gave to young John, who was fo ready to prohibit thofe 
whom he thought unlicenfed, be not enough to admo* 
nilh our elders how unacceptable to God their tefty 
mood of prohibiting is ; if neither their own remembrance 
what evil hath abounded in the church by this Ictt of 
licenfing, and what good they themfelves have begun by 
tranfgreffing it, be not enough, but that they will per- 
fuade and execute the moft Dominican part of the in-* 
quifition over us, and are already with one foot in the 
ftirrup fo aftive at fuppreffing, it would be no unequal 
diftribution in the firft place to fupprefs the fqpprcflbrs 
themfelves ; whom the change of their condition hath 
puffed up, more than their late experience of harder 
times hath made wife. 

And as for regulating the prefs, let' no man think to * 
have the honour of advifing ye better than yourfelves 
have done in that order publifhed next before this, 
•^That no book be printed, unlefs the printer's and the 
author's name, or at leaft the printer's be regiftered." 
Thofe which otherwife come forth, if they be found jnif- 
cfaievous and libellous^ the fire and tlie executioner will 
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be the timelieft and the moil efFc6liial remedy, that 
roan*s prevention can ufe. For this authentic Spanifh 
policy of licenfing books, if I have faid aught, will prove 
the moft unlicenfed book itielf within a fbort while; 
and was the inunediate image of a flar-chamber decree to 
that purpofe made in thofe very times when that court 
did the reft of thofe her pious works, for which (he is 
now fallen from the ftars with Lucifer. Whereby ye 
may guefs what kind of ftale prudence, what love of the 
people, what care of religion, or good manners there 
was at the contriving, although- with lingular hypocrify 
it pretended to bind books to their good behaviour. 
And how it got the upper hand of your precedent order 
fo well conftituted before, if we may believe thofe men 
whofe profeffion gives them caufe to inquire moft, it 
may be doubted there was in it the fraud of fome old 
patentees and monopolizers in the trade of bookfellihg ; 
who under pretence of the poor in their company not 
to be dtrfrauded, and the juft retaining of each man his 
feveral copy, (which God forbid fhould be gainfaid) 
brought divers glolling colours to the houfe, which were 
indeed but colours, and ferving to no end except it be 
to exercife a fuperiority over their neighbours; men 
who do not therefore labour in an. honeft profeffion, 
to which learning is indebted, that they fhould be made 
other men's vailals. Another end is thought was aimed 
at by fome of them in procuring by petition this order, 
that having power in their hands, malignant booka 
might the eaiier efcape abroad, as the event Ihows. But 
of thefc fophifms and elcnchs of merchandize I ikill 
QOt : This I know, that erroufs in a good govenuueufc 
i(nd in a bad are equally almolt incident ; for what ma- 
giftrate may not be mifinformed, and much the fooner, 
if liberty of printing be reduced into the po>ver of a few ?' 
But to redrefs willingly and Speedily what hath beca 
erred, and in higheft authority to efieem a plain adver- 
tifement more than others have done a fumptuous bride, 
is a virtue (honoured lords and commons I) anfwemble 
to your higheft actions, and whereof none can partici* 
pate but greateft and wifeft men. 

THE 
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DOCTRINE AND DISCIPLINE 

OP 

DIVORCE; 

Reflored to the good of both fexes, finom the bondage of 
canon law, and other miflakes, to the true meaning of 
fcripture m the law and gofpel compared. 

Wbereiq id(b ^rc fet down the bad confequences of ahoIi{hiiig» or 
condpm^ing of fin, ths^t which the law of Goo allows, vsd 
Chsjst aboUihed ootf 

Now the feeond tltM revifidj and much aupnentedj in two hofiks : To 
tbi parliament of England j wttbtbe qffemily. 

Matth. xiii, 52. ** Every fcribe inftrudted in the kingdom of Heafca 
is like the mafter of a houfe, which bringeth out of his treafurj things 
Dew and old.** 

f aoY. xviiiy 13. '' He that anfwereth a matter befpre be hearetb it;, 
it is folly and ihame unto him.** 

To the Parliament of England, with the JJp^mhJy. 

If it were ferioufly alked, (and it would be no untimely 
queftion,) renowned parlianfient, fele<ft aflembly ! who^ 
of all teachers and mailers, that have ever taught, hath' 
drawn the mofl: difcipl^ after him^ both in religion and' 
in manners ? it might be not untruly anfwered, Cuftom. 
Though virtue be commended for the moft perfuafivi^ 
in her theory, and confcience in the plain demonflratielnf 
of the fpirit finds moft evincing ; yet whether it be the 
fecret of divine will, or the original blindnefs we are borti^' 
in, fo it happens for the moft part, that cuftom ftitt it^ 
filently received for the beft inftrudlor. Except it bt^ 
becaufe her method is f o glib and eafy, in fonxe manoiil 
like to that vifton of Ezekiel rolling up her fudden bodb 
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of implicit knowledge, for him that will to take and fwal- 
low down at pleafure ; which proving but of bad nou- 
rifhrneiit in the conco(£lion, as it was heedlefs in the 
devouring, puffs up unhealthily a certain big face of pre- 
tended learning, miftaken among credulous men for the 
wholeiome habit of foundnefs and good conftitution, but 
is indeed no other than that fwoln vifage of counterfeit 
knowledge and literature, which not only in private marg 
our education, but alfo in public is the common climber 
into every chair, where either religion is preached, or 
law reported : filling each eftate of life and profefiion 
with abjedl and fervile principles, deprelfing the high 
and heavenbom fpirit of man, far beneath the condition 
wherein either Gr6d created him, or fin hath funk him. 
To purfue the allegory, cuftom being but a mere face> 
as echo is a mere voice, refis not in htv imaccomplifh* 
ment, until by fecret inclination fhe accorporate berfelf 
with errour, who being a blind and ferpentine body 
without a head, willingly accepts what he wants, and 
fupplies what her incompletenels went feeking. Hence 
it is, that errour fupports cuftom, cuftom countenances 
errour: and thefe two between them would perfecute 
and chafe away all truth and folid wifdom out of human 
life, were it not that Godj rather than man, once in 
many ages calls together the prudent and religious coun*^ 
fels of men, deputed to reprefs the incroachments, and 
to work off the inveterate blots and obfcurities wrought 
upon our minds by the fubde iniinuating of errour and 
cuflom ; who, with the numerous and vulgar train of 
their followers, make it theit chief deiign to envy and 
cry down the induftry of free reafoning, under the terms 
of humour and innovation ; as if the womb of teeming 
truth were to be clofed up, if fhe prefume to bring forth 
aught that forts not with their unchewed notions and 
fuppofitions. Againft which notorious injury and abufe 
of man's free foul, to teftify and oppofe the utmoft that 
fiudy and true labour .can attain, heretofore the incite- 
ment of men reputed grave hath led me among'others; 
and now the duty and the right of an inftrudlcd Chrift- 
ian calls me through the chance of good or evil report, 
to be the fole advocate of a difcountenanccd truth : a 

High 
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high cnterprife, lords and commons ! a high entcfprife 
and a hard, and fuch as every feventh fon of a feventh 
fon does not venture on. Nor have I amidft the clamour 
of fo much envy and impertinence whither to appeat^ 
but to the concourfe of fo much piety and wifdom here 
aflembled. Bringing in my hands an ancient and moft 
iieceflary, moft charitable, and yet moft injured ftatute of 
Mofes ; not repealed ever by him who only had the 
authority, but thrown afide with much inconfiderate 
ncgleift, under the rubbifh of canonical ignorance ; as 
once the whole law was by fome fuch like conveyance m 
Joiiah's time. And he who fliall endeavour the amend- 
ment of any old neglc6led grievance in church or ftate^ 
or in the daily courfe oflife, if he be gifted with abilities 
of mind, that may faife him to fo high an undertaking, 
I grant he hath already much whereof not to repent him ; 
yet let me aread him, not to be the foreman ot any mi£-^ 
lodged opinion, unlefs his refolutions be firmly feated 
m a fquare and conftant mind, not confcious to itfelf of 
any deferved blame, and regardlefs of ungrounded fuA 
picions. For this let him be fure he (hall be boarded 
prefently by the ruder fort, but not by difcreet and well- 
nurtured men, with a thoufand idle defcantsand fur- 
nifes. Who when the^ cannot confute the leaft joint 
or finew of any paifage m the book ; yet Grod forbid that 
truth Ihould be truth, becaufe they have a boifterous 
conceit of fome pretences in the writer. But were they 
not more bufy and inquifitive than the Apoftle commends, 
they would hear him at leaft, ^^ rejoicing fo the truth be 
preached, whether of envy or other pretence what- 
foever :** for truth is as impoffiblc to be foiled by any 
outward touch, as the funbeam; though this ill hat* 
wait on her nativity, that Ihe never comes into the worlds 
but like a baftard, to the ignominy of him that brought 
her forth ; till time, the midwife rather than the mother 
of truth, have waihed and falted the infant, declared hct 
legitimate, and churched the father of his young Minerva; 
fi-om the needlefs caufes of his purgation. Yourfelves cati. 
bcft witnefs this, worthy patriots ! and better will, nd 
doubt, hereafter: for who among ye of the foremoft that 
have travailed in her behalf to the good of church^ ctf 

fiattjT 
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flate^ hath not been often traduced to be the agent of his 
own by-ends, under pretext of reformation ? So much the 
more I fhall not be unjuft to hope, that however infamv 
or envy may work in other men to do her fretful will 
againil this dlfcourle, yet that the experitoce of your own 
uprightnefs mifinterpreted will put ye in mind^ to give 
it free audience and generous con(lru6tion. What 
though the brood of £elial the draff of men^ to whom 
no liberty is pleafing, but unbridled and vagabond lull 
without pale or partition, will laugh broad perhaps^ to 
fee fo great a flrenglh of fcripture muftering up in fisivour^ 
as they fuppofe, of their debaucheries ; they will know 
better when they fhall hence learn, that honefl liberty is 
the greatefl foe to difhonefl licence. And what though 
others^ out of a waterifh and qUeafy confcience^ becaufc 
ever crazy and never yet found, wiU rail and &ncy to 
themfelves that injury and licence is the beil of this 
book ? Did not the diflemper of their own ftomachs 
• af{e6l them with a dizzy megrim, they would foon tia 
up their tongues, and difcem themfelves like that Afly- 
rian blafphemcr, all this while reproaching not man, but 
the Almighty, the Holy One of Ifrael, whom they do 
not deny to have belawgiven his ow;a facred people with 
this very allowance, which they now call injury and li« 
cence, and dare cry fhame on, and will do yet a while^ 
till they get a little cordial fobriety to fettle their qualm* 
ing zeal. But this queflion concerns not us peiiiaps : 
indeed man's difpofition, though prone to fearch after 
vain curiofities, yet when points of difficulty are to bo 
difcuflfed, appertaining to the removal of unreafonable 
wrong and burden from the perplexed life of our brother^ 
it is incredible how cold, how dull, and far from all 
fellow-feeling we are, without the fpur of felf concern- 
ment Yet if the > wifdom, the jufiice, the purity of God 
be to be cleared from fouleil imputations, which are not 
yet avoided ; if charity be not to be degraded and trodden 
down under a civil ordinance ; if matrimony be not to 
be advanced like that exalted perdition written of to the 
Theffalonians, '^ above all that is called Grod,*' or good* 
ncfs, nay againft them both ; then I dare affirm, there 
WiU be found in the contents of this book that which 

may 
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may concern us all. You it concerns chiefly, worfhfei 
in parliament ! on whom as on our deliverers^ all onf 
grievances and cares, by the merit of your eminence and 
fortitude, are devolved. Me it concerns next, having 
with much labour and faithful diligence firft found out, 
or at leaf} with a fearlefs and communicative candour 
firft publiihed to the manifeft good of chriftendom, that 
which, calling to witnefs every thing mortal and immcMV 
tal, I believe unfeignedly to be true. Let not other men 
think their confcience bound to fearch continually after 
truth, to pray for enlightening from above, to publiih 
what they think they have fo obtained, and debar me 
from conceiving myfelf tied by the fame duties. Ye have 
now, doubtlefs, by the favour and appointment of God, 
ye have now in your hands a great and populous nation 
to reform ; from what corruption, what bliildnels in re- 
ligion, ye know well ; in what a degenerate and fallen 
fpirit from the apprehenfion of native liberty, and true 
manlinefs^ I am fure ye find ; with what unbounded 
licence ruftiing to whoredoms and adulteries, needs not 
long inquiry : infomucb that the fears, which men have 
of too ftri6t a difcipline, perhaps exceed the hopes, that 
can be in others, of ever introducing it with any great 
fuccefa. What if I fhould tell ye now of difpenfations 
and indulgences, to give a little the reins, to let them 
play and nibble with the bait a while ; a people as hard 
of heart as that Egyptian colony that went to Canaan. 
This is the common do6lrine that adulterous and inju- 
rious divorces were not cdnnived only, but with eye open 
allowed of old for hardnefs of heart. But that opinion^ 
I truft, by then this following argument hath been well 
read, will be left for one of the myfteries of an indulgent 
Antichrifi, to farm out inceft by, and thofe his other tri- 
butary pollutions. What middle way can be taken theoi 
may fome interrupt, if we muft neither turn to the rights 
nor to the left, and that the people hate to be reformed \ 
Mark then, judges and lawgivers, and ye whofe officMk 
it is to be our teachers, for I will utter now a do£)rinAi^ 
if ever any other, though ncglefted or not underflood^ 
yet of great and powernil importance to the govemi])ig 
9f mankind* He who wifely would reftrain the realoD^ 

able 
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ible foul of man within due bounds^ muft firft himfelf 
know perfc6Uy, how far the territory and dominion ex- 
tends of juft and honeft liberty. As little muft he ofier 
to bind tibat which Grod hath loofened^ as to loofen that 
which he hath bound. The ignorance and roiftake of 
this high point hath heaped up one huge half of all the 
roifery^ that hath been iince Adam. In the gofpel we 
ihall read a fupercilious crew of mafters^ whofe holinefs^ 
or rather whole evil eye, grieving that God Ihould be fo 
facil to man, was to fet raaiter limits to obedience, thaa 
God hath fet, to cnflave the dignity of man, to put a 
garrifon upon his neck of empty and over dignified pre- 
cepts: and we fhall read our Saviour never more grieved 
and troubled, than to meet with fuch a peeviih madnefs 
lunongmen againft their owufireedom. How can we 
ezpeO^ him to be lefs oiiended with us, when much of 
the iSune folly fhall be found vet remaining where it 
leaft ought, to the perifliing of tnoufands ? The greateft 
burden in the world is fu|>erflition, not only of ceremo- 
nies in the church, but of imaginary and fcarecrow fins 
at home. What greater weakening, what mcMre fubde 
ftratagem againft our chriftian warfare, when bdides 
thegrofs body of real'tranfgreflions to encounter, we 
fhall be terrified by a vain and fhadowy menadng of 
faults that are not : When things indifferent fhall be fet 
to overfront us under the banners of fin, what wonder 
if we be routed, and by this art of our adverfary, &1L 
into the fubjedlion of worft and deadliefi ofiences r The 
fuperftition of the papift is, ^^ touch not, tafte not,** when 
God bids both ; and ours is, ^^ part not, feparate not,** 
when God and charity both permits and commanda* 
^ Let all your things be cjone with charity,** faith St* 
Paul ; and his mafter faith, ^' She is the fulfilling of the 
law.*' Yet now a civil, an indifferent, a fometime dif- 
fuaded law of marriage, muft be forced upon us to fulfil, 
not only without charity, but i^nft her. No place iu 
Heaven or earth, except Hell, where charity may not 
enter: yet marriage, die ordinance of our folace and 
contentment, the remedy of our lonelinefs, will not 
admit now either of charity or mercy, to come in and 
mediate, or pacify the fieccenefs of this gentle ordinance. 
Vol.. U Z the 
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the unremedied lonelilefs of this remedy. Advife ye 
well, fnpreme fenate, if charity be thus excluded and 
expulfed, how ye will defend the untainted honour of 
your own adlions and proceedings. He who marries^ 
intends as little to confpire his own ruin, as he that 
fwears allegiance : and as a whole people is in proportion 
to an ill government, fb is one man to an ill marriage. 
If they, againft any authority, covenant, or ilatute, may 
by the fovereign edidl of charity, fave not only their 
lives, but honeft liberties, from unworthy bondage, as 
well may he againft any private covenant, which he 
never entered to his mifchief, redeem himfelf from un- 
fupportable difturbances to honeft peace, and juft con- 
tentment : And much the rather, for that to refift the 
higheft magi ft rate though tyrannizing, God never gave 
us exprefs allowance, only he gave us reafon, charity, 
nature, and good example to bear us out ; but in this 
^economical misfortune thus to demean ourfdves^ befides 
4he warrant of thofe four great directors, which doth as 
juftly belong hither, we have an exprefe law of God, and 
fuch a law, as whereof our Saviour with a folemn threat 
forbid the abrogating. For no efFedl of tyranny can fit 
more heavy on the commonwealth, than this houfehold 
wnhappinefs on the family. And farewell all hope of 
true reformation in the ftate, while fuch an evil as this 
]ies undifcerned or unregarded in the houfe : on the re- 
drcfs whereof depends not only the fpiritful and orderly 
life of our grown men, but the willing and careful edu- 
cation of our children. Let this therefore be new ex- 
amined, this tenure and freehold of mankind, this native 
at)d doineftic charter given us by a greater lord than thit 
Saxon king the confeflbr. Let the ftatutes of God be 
turned over, be fcanned anew, and conlidered not al- 
together by the narrow intelle6luals of quotationifts and 
common places, but (as was the ancient right of coon- 
rils) by men of what liberal profeffion foever, of emincot 
fpirit and breeding, joined'with a difFufe and vaiioBi 
knowledge of divine and human things ; able to balinOB 
and define good and evil, right and wrong, throughovt 
every ftate of life ; able to fho w us the ways of the ha/A 
liraight and faithful ^ they ore^ not full of cranks Md 
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COTitcadi^^ipns^ and pitfalling difpenfes, but with divine 
infight and benignity meafured out to the proportion of 
each mind and fpirit^ each temper and difpofition created 
lb different each from other, and yet by the fldll of wife 
condu6ling, all to become uniform in virtue. To expe- 
dite thefe knots, were worthy a learned and memorable 
fynod ; while our enemies expedt to fee the expedlatioa 
of the church tired out with dependencies and independ- 
encies how they will compound, and in what calends. 
Doubt not, worthy fenators! to vindicate the facred 
honour and judgment of Mofes your prcdeceflbr, from 
the ihallow commenting of fcholaflics and canoniils. 
Doubt not after him to reach out' your fleady hands to 
the mifinformed and wearied life of man ; to reftore this 
his loft heritage, into the houfehold ftate; wherewith. 
be fure that peace and love, the beft fubfiftence of a 
chriftian family, will return home from whence they are 
now baniihed ; places of proflitution will be leis haunt- 
ed, the neighbour s bed lefs attempted, the yoke of pru-* 
dent and manly difcipline will be generally fubmitted 
to ; fober and well ordered living will foon fpring up in 
the commonwealth. Ye have an author great beyond 
exception, Mofes ; and one yet greater^ he who h^ged 
in from abolilhing every fmallefi jot and tittle of pre-- 
cious equity contained in that law, with a more accurate 
and lafting Maforeth, than either the fynagogue of Ezra 
or the Galila^n fchool at Tiberias hath left us. What- 
ever elfe ye can enadl, will fcarce concern a third part of 
the Britiih name : but the benefit and good of this your 
magnanimous example, will eafily fpread i&r beyond the 
•baiiKS of Tweed and the Norman ifles. It would not 
be the firft or fecond time, (ince our ancient Druids, by 
whom this iiland was the cathedral of philofophy to 
France, left off their pagan rites, that England hath had 
this honour vouchlafed from Heaven, to give out refor- 
mation to the world. Who was it but our Englifti Con- 
fiantine that baptized the Roman empire ? Who but 
the Northumbrian Willibrode, and Winifride of Devon, 
with theii; followers, were the firft apoftles of Germany ? 
Who but Alcuin and WickliiF our countrymen opened 
the eye9 of Europe^ the one in arts^ the other in reli- 
t Z 2 gion? 
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gion ? Let not England foi^get her precedence of Ceach^ 
ing nations how to live. 

Know, worthies ; and cxercife the privilege of j&at 
honoured country. A greater title I here bring ye, than 
is either in the power or in the policy of Rotne to give 
her Monarchs ; this glorious a£l will flyle ye the defend* 
ers of charity. Nor is this yet the higheft infcriptiM 
that will adorn fo religious and fo holy a defence as this: 
behold here the pure and facred law of God and his yet 
purer and more facred name offering themfelves to you, 
firft of all chriftian reformers to be acquitted from tbn 
long fuf{cred ungodly attribute of patronizing adulteiy. 
Defer not to wipe off inftantly thefe imputative blurs 
and ftainS caft by rude fancies upon the throne and 
beauty itfelf of inviolable holinefs : left fome other peo- 
ple more devout and wife than we bereave us this cSfe - 
cd immortal glory, our wonted prerogative, of being the 
firft aflerters m every great vincUcation. For me, as &i 
as my part leads me, I have already my greateft ggin, 
alTurance and inward fatisfadlion to have done in this 
nothing unworthy of an honeft life, and ftudies well em- 
ployed. With what event, among the wife and rigfit 
tinderftanding handful of men, I am fecure. But faoir 
:imong the drove of cuftom and prejudice this will be 
relifhed by fuch whofe capacity, fince their youth run 
ahead into the eafy creek of a fyftem or a medulla, lails 
there at will under the blown phyfiognomy of their un- 
laboured Rudiments ; for them, what their tafte will be, 
I have alfo furety fufficient, from the entire league that 
hath ever been between formal ignorance and grave ob- 
ftinacy. Yet when I remember the little that our SaviooT 
could prevail about this doiftrine of charity againft the 
rrabbed textuifts of his time, I make no wonder, butieft 
fx>nfident, that whofo prefers either matrimony or oAcar 
ordinance before the good of man and the plain exigenoe 
/of charity, let him profefs papift, or proteftant, or whA 
ht will, he is no better than a pharifee, and imderfiaii^ 
pot the gofpel : whom as a mifinterpreter of Chrift I ^ 
openly proteft againft; ai^d provoke him to the triidbC i 
this truth before all the world : and let him bethiidk j 

him withal how he will fodder up the ihifting flaws iff 
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his ungirt permillions, his venial and unvenial difpenfes^ 
wherewith the law of God pardoning and unpardoning 
hath been Ihamefully branded for want of heed in gloii? 
ing, to have eluded and baffled out all faith and chaftity 
from the marriage bed of that holy feedi with politic and 
judicial adulteries. I feek not to feduce the fimple and 
illiterate ; my errand is to find out the choiceft and the 
leamedeftj wno have this high gift of wifdom to anfwer 
folidly^ or to be convinced. I crave it from the piety, 
the learning, and the prudence which is houfed in this 
place. It might perhaps more fitly have been written 
in another tongue: and I had done fo, but that the 
cfteem I have of my country's judgment, and the love I 
bear to my native langu^K^ to ferve it firfi: with what I 
endeavour, made me fpeal it thus, ere t alfay the verdidt 
of outlandifh readers. And perhaps alfo here I might 
have ended namelefs, but that the addrefs of thefe lines 
chiefly to the parliament of England might have feemed 
ingrateful not to acknowledge by whofe rehgious care, 
unwearied watchfulnefs, couragious and heroic refolu* 
tioDS, I enjoy the peace and ftudious leifure to remain. 

The Honourer and Attendant of their noUe Worth 
and Virtues, 

John Miltok* 
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THE PREFACE. 



That man is the occafion of his own miferies in mod of thofeevik 
which he imputes to God's infli£ling* The abfurdity of oar 
canonifts in their decrees about divorce. The Chriftian imperial 
laws framed with more equity. The opinioi> of Hugo Grodus 
nad P^ulu^ Fagius: And the purpofe in general of this difcourfe. 

jVIany men, whether it be their fate or fond opinioni 
ealily perfuade themfelves, if God would but be pleafed 
a while to withdraw his juft puniftiments from us, and 
to reftrain what power either the devil or any earthly 
enemy hath to work ns wo, that then man's natuit 
would find immediate reft and releafement from all evib. 
But verily they who think fo, if they be fuch as have a 
mind large enough to take into their thoughts a genenl 
furvey of human things, would foon prove themfelves in 
that opinion far deceived. For though it were granted 
us by divine indulgence to be exempt from all that cn 
be harmful to us from without, yet the perverfencfe of 
our folly is fo bent, that we Ihould never lin hainiMt<- 
ing out of our own hearts, as it were out of a flillll» 
the feeds and fparkles of new mifery to ourfelves, till ill 
were in a blaze again. And no marvel if out of our own 

hearts 
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lieaiis, for they are evil ; but even out of thofe things 
which God meant us, either for a principal good, gr 
a pure contentment, we are flill hatching and contriving 
upon ourfelves matter of continual forrow and perplex- 
ity. What greater good to man than that revealed rule, 
whereby God vouchfafes to (how us how he would be 
worlhipped ? And yet that not rightly underftood be- 
came the caufe, that once a famous man in Ifrael could 
not but oblige his confcience to be the facrificer ; or if 
not, the gaolor of his innocent and only daughter : and 
was the caufe ofttimes that armies of valiant men have 
given up their throats to a heathenifh enemy on the fab- 
bath day ; fondly thinking their defenlive refiftance to 
be as then a work unlawful. What thing more inftituted 
to the folace and delight of man than marriage ? And 
yet the mifinterpreting of fome Scripture, directed main-. 
Jy againft the abufers of the law for divorce given by 
Molbs, hath changed the bleffing of matrimony not fel- 
dom into a familiar and coinhabiting mifchief ; at lead 
into a drooping and^ difconfolate houfehold captivity, 
without refuge or redemption. So ungovemed and fo 
wild a race doth fuperftition run us, from one extreme 
of abufed liberty into the other of unmerciful rcftraint 
For although God in the firil ordaining of marriage 
taught us to what end he did it, in words exprefsjy im- 
plymg the apt and cheerful converfation of man with 
woman, to comfort and refreih him againft the evil of 
folitary life, not mentioning the purpofc of generation 
till afterwards, as being but a fecondary end in dignity, 
though not in neceflity : yet now, if any two be but once 
handed in the church, and have tailed in any fort the 
nuptial bed, let them find themfelves never fo miftaken 
in their difpolitions through any errour, concealment^ 
or mifadventure, that through their different tempers, 
thoughts, and conflitutions, they can neither be to one 
another a remedy againft lonelinefs, nor live in any 
union or contentment all their days ; yet they fhall, fo 
they be but found fuitably weaponed to the leaft pofli- 
bility of fenfual enjoyment, be made, fpight of antipathy, 
to fadge together, and combine as they may to their un- 
fpeakablc wearifomenefs, and defpair of all fociabic de- 

% 4 light 



344 Tke Do3rineand Difciplifie of Divorce. 

light in the ordinance which God eftabliihed to that 
very. end. What a calamity is this^ and as the wife man, 
if he were alive, would figh out in his own phmfe, what 
a " fore evil is this under the fun !** All which we can 
refer jufUy to no other author than the canon law and 
her adherents, not confulting with charity, the interpreter 
and guide of oiir faith, but refting in the mere element 
of the text ; doubtlefs by the policy of the devil to make 
that gracious ordinance become unlupportable, that what 
with men not daring to venture upon wedlock, and what 
with men wearied out of it, all inordinate licence might 
abound. It was for many ages that marriage lay in dif- 
grace with moft of the ancient doctors, as a work of the 
flelh, almoft a defilement, wholly denied to priefls, and 
the fecoiid time diiTuadied to all, as he that reads Ter- 
tuUian or Jerom may fee at large. Afterwards it was 
thought fo facramental, that no adultery or defertion 
<ft)uld diflblve it ; and this is the fenfe of our canon 
courts in England to this day, but in no other reformed 
church elfe : jret there remains in fhem alfo a bukxkn on 
it as heavy as the other two were difgraceful or fuper- 
ilitious, and of as much iniquity, croifing a law not only 
written bv Mofes, but charaAered in us by nature, oi 
more antiquity and deepelr ground than marriage it£blf ; 
. which law is to force nothing againft the faultleft propri- 
eties of nature, yet that this may be colourably done, our 
Saviour's words touching divorce are as it were congeal- 
ed into a ftony rigour, inconlifient both with his do^^ne 
and his office ; and that which he preached only to die 
confcience is by canonical tyranny fnatched into the 
compulfive cenfure of a judicial court ; where laws iM 
impofed even againft the venerable and fecret power of 
nature's impreffion, to love, whatever caufe be found f> 
loath : which is a henious barbarifm both agaift the ht^ 
nour of marriage, th^ dignity of man and his foul, the 
goodnefs of chriftianity, and all the human refpe^ of 
civility. Notwithftanding that fome the wifeft Uni 
graveft among the chriftian emperors, who had abtlMt 
them, to confult with, thofe of the fathers then liviziKt 
who for their learning and holinefs of life are ftill willi 
us in great renown, have made their iiatutes and ediAs 
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concerning this debate far more eafy and relenting ia 
many neceflary cafes, wherein the canon is inflexible^ 
And Hugo Grotius, a man of thefe times, one of the beft 
learned, feems not obfcurely to adhere in his perluafion 
to the equity of thofe imperial decrees, in his notes npon 
the Evangelifts i much allaying the outward roughnefs 
of the text, which hath for the moft part been too im^ 
moderately expounded; and excites the diligence of 
others to inquire further into this queltion, as containing 
many points that have not yet been explained. Which 
ever likely to remain intricate and hopelefs upon the 
fuppofitions commonly ftuck to, the authority of Paulus 
Fagius, one fo learned and fo eminent in England once, 
if it might perfuade, would ilraight acquaint us with a 
foltition of tliefe differences no lefs prudent than com- 
pendious. He, in his comment on the Pentateuch, 
doubted* not to maintain that divorces might be as law- 
fully permitted by the magiftrate to chriftians, as they 
were to the jews. But becaufe he is but brief, and thefei 
things of great confequence not to be kept obfcure, I 
ihaU conceive it nothing above my duty, either for the 
difliculty or the cenfure that may pafs thereon, to com- 
municate fuch thoughts as I alfo have had, and do ofier 
them now in this general labour of reformation to the 
candid view both of church and magiflrate : efpecially 
becaufe I fee it the hope of good men, that thofe irre* 
gular and unfpiritual courts have fpun their utmofl date 
kl this land, and fome better courfe muft now be con- 
itituted. This therefore fhall be the tafk and period of 
this difeourfe to prove, firft, that other reafons of divorce, 
befides adultery, w«re by the law of Mofes, and are yet to 
be allowed by the chriftian magiftrate as a piece of 
jnfHoe^ and that the words of Chrift are not hereby con- 
irariefl. Next, that to prohibit abfolutely any divorce 
Whttfoever, except thofe which Mofes excepted, is againft 
the reafon of law, as in due place I ihall fhow out of 
Fkgius with many additions. He therefore who by ad- 
venturing, ihall be fo happy as with fuccefs to light the 
way of fuch an expedient liberty and truth as this, fhall 
it(h>re the much wronged and over forrowed flate of 

matrimooyi not only to thofe merciful and life giving 
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remedies of Mofes, but as much as may be, to that fercne 
and blifsful condition it was m at the beginning, and 
Ihall deferve of all apprehenfive men, (confidering the 
troubles and diftempers, which, for want of this infight 
have been fo oft in kingdoms^ in ftates, and families) 
fliall deferve to be reckoned among the public benefac- 
tors of civil and human life, above the inventors of wine- 
and oil ; for this is a far dearer, far nobler, and more 
defirable cheriftiing to man*s life, unworthily expofed to 
fadnefs and miftake, which he (hall vindicate. Not that 
licence, and levity, and unconfented breach of faith 
fhould herein be countenanced, but that fome confcion- 
able and tender pity might be bad - of thofe who have 
unwarily, in a thing they never pradlifed \ before, made 
themfelves the bondmen of a luckiefs and helplefs matri* 
mony. In which argument, he whofe courage can ierve 
him to give the firft onfet, muft look for two feveral op^ 
pofitions ; the one from thofe who haring fwwn them- 
felves to long cuftom^ and the letter of the text, will not 
out of the road : the other from thofe whofe groft and 
vulgar apprehenfions conceit but low of matrimonial 
purpofes, and in the work of male and female think they 
have all. Neverthelefs, it fliall be here fought by due 
ways to be made appear, that thofe words of God in the 
inftitution, promiling a meet help againft lonelinefs, and 
thofe words of Chrift, *^ that his yoke is eafy, and his 
burden light," were not fpoken in vain : for if the knot 
of marriage may in no cafe be diflblved but for adultery^ 
all the burdens and fervices of the law are not fo intoler« 
able. This only is defired of them who are minded to 
judge hardly of thus maintaining, that they would be 
iiiJl, and hear all out, nor think it equal to anfwer detir 
berate reafon with fudden heat and noife ; remembering 
this, that many truths now of reverend eftcem and credit 
had their birth and beginning once from lingular ijpd 
private thimghts, while the moft' of men were otherNNJifill 
poflefled ; and had the fate at firft to be. generally ^ 
plodcd and exclaimed on by many violent oppofers : . Mft 
I may err perhaps in foothing myfelf, that this prcfe))t 
truth revived will deferve on all hands to be not fiiS^ 
terly received^ in that it undertakes the cure of an invc^pis 
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rate difeafe crept into the beft part of human fociety ; 
and to do this with no fmarting corrolive, but with a 
fmooth and plcafing leflbn, which received hath the 
virtue to foften and difpel rooted and knotty forrows, and 
without enchantment, if that be feared, or fpell ufed, 
hath regard at once both to ferious pity and upright 
honefly ; that tends to the redeeming and reftoring of 
none but fuch as are the objedl of compaffion, having in 
an ill hour hampered themfelves, to the utter difpatch 
of all their mod beloved comforts and repofe for this 
life's term. But if we ihall obftinately dillike this new 
overture of unexpe6led eafe and recovery, what remains 
but to deplore the fro wardnefs of our hopelefs condition, 
which neither can endure the efiate we are in, nor admit 
of remedy either Iharp or fweet. Sharp we ourfelves dif- 
taftc ; and fweet, under whofe hands we are, is fcrupled 
and fufpe6ted as too lufcious. In fuch a pofture Chrift 
found the Jews, who were neither won with the auAerity 
of John the Baptift, and thought it too much licence to 
follow freely the charming pipe of him who founded and 
proclaimed liberty and relief to all diftrefles : yet truth 
in fome age or other will find her witnefs, and ihall be 
juftified at laft by her own children. 

CHAP. I. 

^Tht pojttion proved by the law of Afofes. That law expounded and 
afferted to a moral and charitable ufe^ firfi by Paulus Fagius^ next 
with other additions. 

^M. o remove therefore, if it be poffible, this great and 
'■*fad oppreffion, which through the flri6lnefs of a literal 
interpreting hath invaded and difhirbed the dearefl: and 
moft peaceable eftate of houfehold fociety, to the over- 
burdening, * if not the overwhelming of many chriftians 
better worth than to be fo deferted of the church's con- 
iiderate care, this pofition Ihall be laid down, firft prov- 
ing, then anfwering what may be objedted either from 
icripture or light of rcafon. 

•* That indifpofition, unfitncfs, or contrariety of mind, 
arifing from a caufe in nature unchangeable, hindering, 
and ever likely to Jiinder^ the main benefits of corijugal 

fociety, 
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iocitijj which are folace and peace ; is a greater reaiba 
of divorce than natural frigiditj, efpecially if there be no 
children, and that there be mutual confenC* 

T\m I gather from the law in Deut xxiT> I. ^ When 
a man hath taken a wife and married her, and it come 
to pafs that ihe find no favour in liis eyes, becaoie he 
hath found fome uncleannefs in her, let him write her 
a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and fisnd 
her out of his houfe,** &c. This law, if the woida cf 
Chrifi may be admitted into our belief, ihall never while 
the world ftands, for him be abrogated. Firft tfaerdfiiK 
I here fet down what learned Fagius hath obferved en 
this law ; " the law of God," faim he, " permitted di- 
vorce for the help' of human weaknefs. For every one 
that of necefiity feparates, cannot live fingle.' That 
Chrift denied divorce to his own, hinders not ; for what 
is that to the unregenerate, who hath not attained fbdh 
perfedlion ? Let not the remedy be defpifed, which waa 
given to weakneis. And when Chrift faith^ who marrim 
the divorced commits adultery, it is to be underiiood if 
he had any plot in the divorce." The reft I referve until 
it be difputed, how the magiftrate is to do herein^ FVom 
hence we may plainly difcem a twofold confideratiafi in 
this law : firft, the end of the lawgiver, and the proper 
z& of the law, to command or to allow fomething juft 
and honeft, or indifferent Secondly his fufferance from 
fome accidental refult of evil by this allowance^ whidi 
the law cannot remedy. For if this law have no other 
end or a6t but only the allowance of fin, though nev^ 
to fo good intention, that law is no law, but fin muffled 
in the robe of law, or law difguifed in the loofe eammtf 
cf fin. Both which are too foul hypothefes, to &v€ Iho 
phaenomenon of our Saviour's anfwer to the PhaiiftiS 
about this matter. And I truft anon by the help of tft 
in&llible guide, to perfed fuch Prutenic tables, as ihiD 
mend the aibooomy of onr wide expofttors. i 

The caufe of divorce mentioned in the law is tranp 
lated ^^ fome uncleannefs,^' but in the Hebrew it fotwdl 
^^ nakednefs of aught, or any real nakednefs :'* whidi Iw 
all the learned interpreters is referred to the mind as wwk 

as to the body, A^ what greater nakednds or mSlh* 
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g of mind tfaaa that whidi hinders evor the folace and 
peaoefoi fociety of tl^ married couple ; and what hinders 
that more than the unfitnefs and defedtivenefs of an un- 
conjugal mind ? Thecaufe therefore of divorce ezprefled 
in die pofition cannot but agree with that defcribed in 
the beft and equalled lenfe of Mofes's kw. Which^ being 
% matter of pure charity, is plainly moral, and more now 
in force than ever; thereifore furely lawful. For if 
imder die law fuch was Gfod's gracious indulgence, as 
not to fufier the ordinance of his goodnels and fii^our 
through any errour to be (nued and ftigmatized upon 
his iervants to their mifery and thraldom ; much left 
will he fuifer it now under the covenant of grace, l^ 
abrogating his former grant of remedy and rehef. But 
die firft infiitution will be obje<ded to have ordained 
marrii^ infeparable* To that a little patience until this 
firft patt have amply difcourfed the grave and pious rea- 
Ions of this divorcive law ; and then I doubt not but 
with one gende Aroking to wipe away ten thoufand 
teaiB out of the life of man. Yet thus much I ihall now 
infill: on, that whatever the inftitution were, it could 
not be fo enormous, nor fo rebellious againft both nature 
ud reafon, as to exalt itfelf above the end and perfon for 
whom it was inititcrted. 

CHAP. n. 

Vhifirfi reafin tf this law ^oimdid §n thefrimi nafon tffnMrlm^nj. 
Ubat no covenant ivhatjoever cbligis againft the main end h$ti of 
iifrfff ond of the forties covenanting. 

Jt* om allfenfe and equity reclaims, that any lawor covo- 
HflB^ bow folemn or flrait foever, either between God 
and man, or man and man, thoo^ of God*s joining 
Ihould l^nd againft a prime and principal fcope of its 
fiwn ii^tution, and of both or eitli^ p^urty covenandng : 
neither can it be of force to engage a blamelefs creature 
to his own perpetual forrow, miftaken for his expected 
folaoe, without fufiering charity to ftep in and do a oott^ 
leflM good work of parting tbofe, whom nothing holds 
together but this of Goas joinii^ filfely fuppofed 
ai^ik^ the QBprtft endof hit own oniisaoee, And what 
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his chief end was of creating woman to be joined Afritit 
man, his own inilituting words declare^ and are infidliUe 
to inform us what is marriage, and \diat is no marriage ; 
imlefs we can think them fet there to no purpofe : ** it 
is not good/' faith he, ^^ that man ihould be alone, I 
will make him a help meet for him." From which woxxla^ 
fo plain, le(s cannot be concluded, nor is by any learned 
interpreter, than that in God's intention a meet and 
happy converfation is the chiefeil and the nohleil end 
of marriage : for we find here no exprefSon fo neceflkrily 
implying carnal knowledge, as this prevention of lone* 
linefs to the mind and fpirit of man. To this, FagiuSt 
Calvin, Pareus, Rivetus, as willingly and largely aflent 
as can be wifhed. And indeed it is a greater bleffing 
from God, more worthy fo excellent a creature as roan is, 
and a higher end to honour and fandlify the league of 
marriage, whenas the folace and fatis&6lion of the mind 
is regarded and provided for before the fenfitive pleafii^ 
of the body. And with all generous perfons married 
thus it is, that where the mind and perfon pleafes aptly, 
there fome unaccomplifhmcnt of the body's delight may 
be better borne with, than when the mind hangs off in 
an unclofing difproportion, though the body be as it 
ought ; for there all corporal delight will foon become 
unfavoury and contemptible. And the folitarinefs of 
man, which God had namely and principally ordered 
to prevent by marriage, hath no remedy, but lies under 
a worfe condition than the lonelieft fingle life : for in 
fingle life the abfence and remotenefs of a helper might 
inure him to expeft his own. comforts out of himfelf, or 
to feek with hope ; but here the continual fight of his 
deluded thoughts, without cure, mull needs be to him^ 
if efpccially his complexion incline; him to melanchoL]^ 
a daily trouble and pain of lofs, in fome degree like timt 
which reprobates feel. Leil therefore fo noble a creature 
as man fhould be fhut up incurably under a worfe evil 
by an eafy midake in that ordinance which God gave hia 
to remedy a lefs evil, reaping to himfelf forrow while he 
went to rid away folitarinefs, it cannot avoid to be coo» 
eluded, that if the woman be naturally fo of difpofition, m 
will not help to remove^ but help toincrcafe thatfame Go4* 
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fbibidden lonelinefs, which will in time draw on with it 
a general difcomfort and dejeftion of mind, not befeeming 
citherchrifldan profeffidn or moral converfation, unprofit- 
able and dangerous to thecommonwealth, when the houfe- 
hold eftate, out of which muft flourifh forth the vigour 
and fpirit of all public enterprifes, is fo illcontented and 
procured at home, and cannot be fupported ; fuch a 
marriage can be no mamage, whereto the raoft honeft 
end is wanting : and the aggrieved perfon fhall do more 
manly, to be extraordinary and Angular in claiming the 
due right whereof he is fruftrated, than to piece up his 
loft contentment by vifiting the ftews, or ftepping to his 
neighbour's bed ; which is the common fhift in this mif- 
fortune : or elfe by fufFering his ufeful life to wafte away, 
and be loft under a fecret afflidlion of an unconfcionable 
fize to human ftrength. Againft all which evils the 
mercy of this Mofaic law was gracioufly exhibited. 

CHAP. III. 

TTje Ignorance and iniquity of canon laWy providing for the right oftht 
body in marriage^ but nothing for the wrongs and grievances of the 
mind. An obje^lon^ that the mind Jhoulabe better looked to before 
tontra^i^ anfwered. 

Jtlow vain therefore is it, and how prepofterous in the 
canon law, to have made fuch careful provifion againft 
the impediment of carnal performance, and to have had 
no care about the unconverfing inability of mind fo dc- 
fedlive to the pureft and moft facred end of matrimony; 
and that the veffel of voluptuous enjoyment muft be 
made good to him that has taken it upon truft, without 
any caution ; whenas the mind, from whence muft* flow 
the adh of peace and love, a far more precious mixture 
than the quinteflence of an excrement, though it be 
finmd never fo deficient and unable to perform the beft 
duty of marriage in a cheerful and agreeable converfa- 
tion^ Ihall be thought good enough, however flat and 
inelancholious it be, and muft ferve, though to the eter- 
nal difturbance and languifhing of him that complains ! 
Yetwifdom and charity, weighing God's own inftitution^ 
would think that the pining of a fad fpirit wedded to 

louelinefs 
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lonelinefs fbould deferve to be freed, as well as the ifli- 
patience of a fenfual defire fo providently reli^Tcd* It 
is read to us in the liturgy^ that '^ we muft not marry to 
fatisfy the fiefhly appetite, like brute beads, that have no 
nnderftanding :'* but the canon fo runs, as if it dreamed 
of no other matter than fuch an appetite to be fatisfied ; 
for if it happen that nature hath flopped or extinguiihed 
the veins of fenfuality, that marriage is annulled. But 
though all the faculties of the undedlanding and con* 
Terling part after trial appear to be ib ill and fo averfeiy 
met through nature^s unalterable working, as that neitbor 
peace, nor any fociable contentment can follow^ it is as 
nothing ; the contnuSt fhall ftand as firm as ever, bedde 
what will. What is this but fecretly to inftrudl us, that 
however manv grave reafons are pretended to the mar- 
ried life, yet that nothing indeed is thought worth regard 
therein, but the prefcribed iatWa£tion of an irrational 
heat? Which cannot be but ignominious to the ftate 
of marriage, diihonourable to the undervalued foul of 
man, and even to chriftian do£fa:ine itfelf : while it jGbems 
more moved at the difappointing of an impetuous nerve, 
than at the ingenuous grievance of a mina unreafonably 
yoked ; and to place more of marriage in the cbann^ 
of concupifcence, than in the pure influence of peace and 
love whereof the foul's lawful contentment is the only 
fountain. 

But fome are ready to objo^, that the difpofltion ou^ 
ferioufly to be confidered before. But let them know 
again, that for all the waiinels can be ufed, it may yet 
befal a difcreet man to be miflaken in his. choice, ioA 
we have plenty of examples. The fobereft and beft 
governed men are leafl pradifed in tbefe affitirs ; and 
who knows not that the baihful mutenefs of a vii^lt 
nsay ofttimes hide all the unlivelinefs and natural flolh 
which is really imfit for converlktion ; nor is these tfcit 
freedom of accefs granted or prefumed, as may fufiioe tp 
a perfed difceming till too late ; and where any iodifr 
polition is fufpedted, what more uiual than the perfuafifll 
of friends^ that acquaintance, as it increafes, will amflHi 
all ? And laftly, it is not ftrange though many, who \mt$ 
:^>eat their youth chaftely^ are m ^ne things not ib 
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quick-fighted^ while they hafte too eagerly to light the 
nuptial torch ; nor is it therefore that fora modeft errour 
a man (hould forfeit fo great a happinefs, and no charita- 
ble means to releafe him : fince they who have lived moft 
loofely, by reafon of their bold ^ccuftomingt prove moft 
fuccefsfiil in their matches, becaiife their wild afFedlions 
unfettling at will, have been as fo many divorces to teach 
them experience. Wlienas the fober man honouring, 
the appearance of modefty, and hoping well of every 
focial virtue under that veil, may ealily chance to meet, 
if not with a body impenetrable, yet often with a mind, 
to all other due converfation inacceilible, and to all the 
more eftimable and fuperior purpofes of matrimony ufe- 
lefs and almoft lifelcfs: and what a folace, what a fit 
help fuch a confort would be through the whole life o$ 
a man, is lefs pain to conjedlure than to have experi6nce« 

CHAP. IV. 

Thefecond reafon of this law, becaiife ivithout ity marriage as it hap* 
fins 6ft is not a remedy of that which it promifes^ as any rational 
creature would expe^l. That marriage^ if we pattern from the 
beginnings as our Saviour bids, was not properly the remedy of Juft^ 
but tbefidfilling of conjugal love and helpfiilnefs. 

jlXnp that we may further fee what a violent cruel thing 
it is to force the continuing of thofe together, whom God 
and nature in the gentleft end of marriage never joined i 
divers evils and extremities, that follow upon fuch a com- 
pulfion, fliall here be fet in view. Of evils, the firft and 
greatell is, that hereby a moft abfurd . and rafh impu- 
tation is fixed upon God and his holy laws, of conniving 
and difpenfing with open and common adultery among 
his chofen people ; a thing which the rankeft politician 
would think it (hame and difworfhip that his laws 
ihould countenance: how and in what manner that 
comes to pafs I fhall referve till the courfe of method 
brings on the unfolding of many fcriptures. Next, the 
law and gofpel arc hereby made liable to more than one 
contradidlion, which I refer alfo thither. Laflly, the 
fupreme didate of charity is hereby many ways negledled 
and violated ; which I (hall forthwith addrefs to prove. 
Vol. I., A a Firft, 
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Firft, wc know St. Paul faith^ It is better to marry than 
to burn. Maniage therefore was given as a remedy of that 
trouble ; but what might this burning mean ? Certainly 
riot the mere motion of carnal laft, not the mere goaa 
of a fenfitive delire : God does not principally take care 
for fuch cattle. What is it then but that defirc which 
God put into Adam in Paradife, before he knew the fin 
of incontinence ; that defire which God faw it was not 
good that man fhould be left alone to bum in, the defire 
and longing to put off an unkindly folitarinefs by unit- 
ing another body, but not without a fit foul to his, in the 
<ihearfiil fociety of wedlock ? Which if it were fo needful 
before the fall, when man was much more perfeft in 
himfelf, how much more is it needful now againft all 
the forrows and cafualties of this life, to have an inti- 
mate and fpcakibg help, a ready and reviving afi^bciate 
in marriage ? Whereof who miflTes, by chancing on a 
mute and fpiritlefs mate, remains more alone than before, 
and in a burning lefs to be contained than that which is 
ilefhly, and more to be confidercd; as being more deep- 
ly rooted even in the faultlefs innocence of nature. As 
for that other burning, which is but as it were the venom 
of a lufty and over abounding concoflion, ftridt life and 
labour, with the abatement of a full diet, may keep that 
low and obedient chough : but this pure and more in- 
bred defire of joining to itfelf in conjugal fellowfhip 
A fit converfing foul (which defire is properly called 
love) " is ftronger than death," as the fpoufe of Qirift 
thought ; " many waters cannot quench it, neither can 
the floods drown it." This is tliat rational burning that 
marriage is to remedy, not to be allayed with faftii^» 
nor with any penailce to be fubdued : which how can 
he afl[uage who by miftiap hath met the mofl: unmeet 
and unfuitable mind ? Who hath the power to firugj^ 
with an intelligible flame, not in Paradife to be refiftedi 
become now more ardent by being failed of what in ret* 
fon it looked for ; and even then mofl: unquenched^ 
when the importunity of a provender burning is ifcll 
enough appeafed ; and yet the foul hath obtained iWh 
thing of what it juflly defires. Certainly fuch a one fif* 
bidden to divorce, is in i^fledl forbidden to marry^ 9dA 

corapdled 
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compelled to greater difficulties than in a flngle life : for 
if there be not a more humane burning which marriage 
muft fatisfjr, or elfe may be diflblvcd, than that ot' copu« 
ktion, marriage cannot be honourable for the meet 
reducing and terminating lull between two: feeing 
many beads in voluntary and chofcn couples Jive toge- 
ther as unadulteroufly^ and are as truly married in that 
refpe6l. But all ingenuous men will fee tha^t the dig- 
nity and blelfing of marriage is placed rather in the 
mutual enjoyment of that which the wanting foul need- 
fully feeksi than of that which the plenteous body 
would joyfully give away. Hence it is that Plato ia 
his feilival difcourfe brings in Socrates relating what 
he feigned to have learned frbm the prophetefs Diotiraa, 
how Love was the fon of Ptenury, begot of Plenty in 
the garden of Jupiter. Which divinely forts with that 
which in effect Mofes tells us, that Love was the foa 
of Lonelinefs, begot in Paradife by that fociable and 
lielpful aptitude which God implanted between maa, 
and woman toward each other. The fame alfo is that 
bumine mentioned by St. Paul, whereof marriage ought 
to be the remedy : the flefh hath other mutual and eafy 
curbs, which are in the power of any temperate man. 
When therefore this original and linlefs penury or lone- 
linefs of the foul cannot lay itfelf down by the fide of 
fach a meet and acceptable union as Gk»d ordained in 
marriage, at leaft in fome proportion, it cannot conceive 
and bring forth love, but remains utterly unmamed 
under a formal wedlock, and ftill burns in the proper 
meaning of St. Paul. Then enters Hate, not that hate 
that fins, but that which only is natural diilatisfadlion^ 
and the turning afide from a miftaken obje^S : if that 
miiiake have done injury, it fails not to difmifs with 
recompenfe; for to retain ftill, and not be able to love, 
is to heap up more injury. Thence this wife and pious 
law of difmifiion now defended, took beginning: he 
therefore who lacking of his due in the moft native 
and humane end of marriage, thinks it belter to part 
than to live fadly and injurioufly to that ciieerful co- 
venant (for not to be beloved, and yet retained, is the 
greateft injury to a gentle fpirit) he I fay, who therefore 

A a 2 fecka 
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feeks to part, is one who highly honours the married life 
and would not ffain it: and the reafons which now 
move him' to divorce, are equal to the beft of thofc that 
could firft warrant him to marry ; for, as was plainly 
ihown, both the hate which now diverts him, and the 
lonelinefs which leads him Hill powerfully to feek a fit 
help, hath not the leaft grain of a fin in it, if he be 
worthy to underftand himfelf. 

C H A P. V. 

The third reafon of this law, becaufe without it, he who has happened 
where he finds nothing but remedilefs offences and difcontents^ is in 
more and greater temptations than ever bcfofe. 

JL HiRDLYi Yet it is next to be feared, if he muft be 
ftill bound /without reafon by a deaf rigour^ that when- 
he perceives the juft expeftance of his mind defeaflsd, 
he will begin even againft law to caft about where he 
may find his fatisfadtion more complete, unlefs he be a 
thing heroically virtuous ; and that are not the common 
lump of men, for whom chiefly the laws ought to be 
made ; though not to their fins, yet to their unfinning 
weaknefles, it being above their firength to endure the 
lonely efl:ate, which while they Ihunned they are &llen 
into. And yet there follows upon this a worfe tempt- 
ation :« for if he be fuch as hath fpent his youth unblame^ 
ably, and laid up his chiefeft earthly comforts in the 
enjoyments of a contented marriage, nor did neglect that 
furtherance which was to be obtained therein by confiant 
prayers ; when he Ihali find himfelf bound fall to ao' 
uncomplying dilcord of nature, or, as it oft happens, to 
an image of earth and phlegm, with whom he looked te> 
be the copartner of .a fweet and gladfome fociety, and' 
fees withal that his bondage is now inevitable ; thou^j 
he be almoft the ftrongefl: ehriflian, he will be ready to' 
defpair in virtue, and mutiny againft divine proyidciioe t 
and this doubtlefs is the reafon of thofe lapfes, and tfaifc 
melancholy defpair, which we fee in many wedded per*. 
fons, though they underftand it not, or pretend othd! 
caufes, becaufe they know no remedy, and is of extretnr . 
danger : therefore when human frailty furcharged ia at ' 

fuch 
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.' fucB a lofs, charity ought to venture much, and ufe 
bold phyfic, left an ovcrtofled faitli endanger to fhip- 
wrcck. "- 

CHAP. VI. 

7>^f fourth reafon of this law^ that God regards love and peace in the 
family y more than a compuljtve performance of marriage^ which -is 
more broke by a grievous continuance^ than by a needful divorce. 

Jr oUKTHLY, Marriage is a covenant, the very being 
whereof confifts not in a forced cohabitation, and coun- 
terfeit performance of duties, but in unfeigned love and 
peace : and of matrimonial love, no doubt but that Avas 
chiefly meant, which by the ancient fages was thus 
parabled ; that Love, if he be "not twin born, yet hath 
a brother wondrous like him, caUed Anteros; whom 
while he feeks all about, his chance is to meet with 
many falfe and feigning defires, that wander lingly up 
and down in his likenefs: by them in their borrowed 
garb, Love, though not wholly blind, asjpoets wrong him, 
yet having but one eye, as being bom an archer aiming, 

- and that eye not the quickeft in this dark region here 
below, which is not Love's proper fphere, partly out of 
the fimplicity and credulity which is native to him, 
often deceived, embraces and conforts him with thefe 
obvious and fubomed ftriplings, as if they were his 
mother's own fons; for fo he thinks them, while they 
fubtilly keep themfelves moft on his blind fide. But 

. after a while, as his manner is, when foaring up into the 
high tower of his Apogaeum, above the fhadow of the 
earth, he darts out the diredl rays of his then moft pierc- 
ing cyefight upon the impoftures, and- trim difguifcs, that 
were tifed with him, and. difcerns that this is not his 
genuine brother as he imagined ; he has no longer the 
power to hold fellowlhip \yith fuch a perfonated mate : 
for ftraight his arrows lofe their gplden heads, and fhed 
their purple feathers, his filken braids untwine, and flip 
their knots, and that original and fiery virtue given him 
by fate all on a fudden goes out, and leaves him un* 
deified and defpoiled of aU his force ; till finding Anteros 
at laft,.h^ kindles and repairs the almoft faded ammu- 
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ziition of his deity by the refieftion of a coeqtial nd 
bomogeneal fire. Thus mine author fang it to roe : and 
by the leave of ihole who would be counted the only grave 
ones, this is no mere amatorious novel (though to be 
wife and fkilful in thefc matters, men heretofore of great- 
eft name in virtue have efteemed it one of the higbeft 
arcsj that human contemplation circling upwards pan 
make frpm the globy fea whereon Ihe ftands :) but this 
is a deep and ferious verity, fhowing us that love in 
niarriaee cannot live nor fubfift unlefs it be mutual ; and 
where love cannot be, there can be left of wedlock no- 
thing but the empty hufk of an outfide matrimony, as 
tmdelightful and unpleafing to God as any other kind 
of hypocrify. So far is his command from tying men to 
ihe obfervance of duties which there is no Jiclp for, but 
they muft be diflembled. If Solomon*s advice be not 
overfrolic, ** live joyfully," faith he, " with the wife 
whom thou loveft, all thy days, for that is thy portion.** 
How then, where we find it impoffible to rejoice or to 
love, can wc obey this precept ? How miferably do wc 
defraud ourfelvcs of that comfortable portion, which 
God gives us, by ftriving vainly to glue an crronr to- 
. gether, which God and nature will not join, adding but 
more vexation and violence to that blifsful fociety by 
our importunate fuperftition, that will not hearken to 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. vii, who, fpeaking of marriage and di- 
vorce, determines plain enough in general, that God 
therein " hath called us to peace, and not to bondage.** 
Yea, God himfelf commands in his law more than once, 
and by his Prophet Malachi, as Calvin and the beft tran- 
flations read, that " he who hates, let him divorce,** that 
is, he who cannot love. Hence it is that the rabbins, and 
Maimonides famous among the reft in a book of his fet 
forth by Buxtorfius tells us, that " divorce was permit- 

• ted by Mofes to preferve peace in marriage, and qiriet 
in the family." Surely the Jews had their faving peace 
about them as well as we, yet care was taken that jMs 
wholefome provifion for houfehold peace fhould alfo 

• be allowed them : and muft this be denied to chrifljalil? 
O perverfcnefs ! that the law Ihould be made mow 
provident of peacemaking than the gofpel I that Iho 

gofpd 
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^fpel fhould be put to b^ a moft necefTary help of 
mercy from the law, but raaft not have it; and that to 
grind in the mill of an undelighted and ' fervile copular 
tion, muft be the only forced work of a chriflian mar- 
-riagC) ofttimes with fuch a yokefellow, from whom both 
love and peace, both nature and religion mourns to be 
icparated I cannot therefore be fo diffident, as not 
fccurely to conclude, that he who can receive nothing 
of the moil important helps in marriage, being thereby 
difinabled to return that duty which is his, with a clear 
and hearty countenance, and thus continues to grievie 
whom he would not, and is no kfs grieved ; that man 
ought even for love's fake and peace to move divorce 
upon good and liberal conditions to the divorced. And 
it is alefs breach of wedlock to {>art with wife and quiet 
confent betimes, than ftill to foil and prophane that 
myftery of joy and union with a polluting iadnefs and 
perpetual diftemper : for it is not the outward continu- 
ing of marrii^ that keeps whole that covenant, but 
whatfoever does moft according to peace and love, whe- 
ther in iparriage or in divorce, he it is that breaks ma#- 
xaigeleaft; it being fb often written, that ^^ Love only 
is the fulfilling of every commandmentr" 

C H A P. VII. 

The fifth reafon^ that nothing more hinders and dijiurbs the ivhok Sfe 
of a chriflian^ than a matrimony found to be incurably unfits anddith 
tbijame in effeil that an idolatrous match. 

i^ iFTHLY, As thofe priefts of old were not to he long 
in forrow, or if they were, they could not rightly execute 
their fundion ; fo every true chriilian in a higher order 
of priefthood is a perlbn dedicate to joy and peace, offev- 
ing himfelf a lively facrifice of praife and thankfgiving, 
and there is no chriflian duty that is not to be feafonol 
and fet off with cheerilhnefs ; which in a thoufand out- 
ward and intermitting croiTes may yet be done well, as 
in tliis vale of tears : but in fuch a bofom afilidtion as 
this, cruihifig the very foundation of his inmoft nature, 
when he fhall be forced to love againf): a poffibility, and 
to ufe a diffixnulation againft his ibvd in the perpetual 
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and ceafelefs duties ofahufband; doubtlefs his whok 
duty of fcrving God muft needs be blurred and tainted 
with a' fad unpreparednefs and dejcdtion of fpirit where- 
in God has no delight.. Who fees not therefore how 
much more chriftianity it would be to break by divorce, 
that which is more broken by undue and forcible keep- 
ing,: rather than *' to cover thi altar of the Lord with 
continual tears, fo that he regaideth not the offering any 
more," rather than that the whole worth ip of a chriiliaa 
man's life Ihould langiiilh and fade away beneath the 
weight of an immeal'urable grief and difcouragement ? And 
becaufe fome think the children of a lecond matrimony 
•fuccecding a divorce would not be a holy feed, it hin- 
dered not the Jews from being fo; and why ihould we 
not think them more holy than the ofispring of a former 
illtwifted wedlock, begotten only out of a beflial neceifity^ 
; without any true love or contentment, or joy to their 
parents ? So that in fome fenfe we may call them the 
^^ children of wrath'* and anguifli, which will as • little 
conduce to their fandlifying, as if they had been baflards: 
for nothing more than diflurbance of mind fufpends u9i 
jBrom approaching to God ; fuch a dilturbance efpedaHy, 
as both afTaults our faith and truA in God's providence, 
and ends, if there be not a miracle of virlrue on either 
fide, not only in bittern'efs and wrath, the canker of 
devoiion, but in a defperate and vicious carelefTnefs, 
. when he fees himfelf, without fault of his, trained by a 
deceitful bait into a fnare of mifery, betrayed by an allur- 
ing ordinance, and then made the thrall of heavinefs and 
difcomfort by an undivorcing law of God, as he erron<>- 
oufly thinks, but of man's iniquity, as the truth is : fer 
that God prefers the free and cheerful worfhip of: a 
chriftian, before the grievance and exacted obfervanoe 
. of an unhappy marriage, belidcs that the general maxims 
. of religion aflure us^ will be more manifcH by drawingia 
-parallel argument from the ground of divorcing an idbla* 
treft, which was, left he ihould alienate his heart from the 
r true worihip of God : and what diftercnce is there whett|er 
ihe pervert liim to fuperflition by her enticing forcery, or 
difenable him in the whole fervice of God through the di£> 
turb^Dce of hex unhelpful and unfit fociety ; and.lb.drivi 
i hin 
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him at laft, through murmuring and defpair, to thoughts 
of atheifra ? Neither doth it leffen thecaufe of feparating, 
in that the one willingly allures him from the faith, the 
other perhaps unwillingly drives him ; for in the account 
.o£ Grod it comes all to one, that the wife loofcs him a fcr- 
vant : and therefore by all the united force of the Decalogue 
Ihc ought to be difbanded, unlefs we muft let marriage 
above God and Charity, which is the doArine of devils^ 
no lefa than forbidding to marry. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Thai an idolatrous heretic ought to be divorcedy after a convenient Jj>aci 
given to hope of converjion. That place of I Cor. vii rejiored frork 
a twofold erroneous expojition \ and that the common expojitors fiatij 
contradiil the moral law, 

-And h(?rc by the way, to illuftrate the whole queftion 
of divorce, ere this treatife end, I fliall not be loth to 
fpcnd a few lines in hope to give a full refolve of 
that which is yet fo much controverted; whetlier an 
idolatrous heretic ought to be divorced. To the refolv* 
ing whereof we muft firft know, that the Jews were 
commanded to divorce an unbelieving Gentile^ for two 
caufes : Firft, becaufe all other nations, efpecially the Ca* 
naanites, were to them unclean. Secondly, to avoid 
fcduccmcnt* That other nations were to the Jews im- 
pure, eveq to the feparating of marriage, will appear out 
of E'xod.xxxiv, l6, Deut. vii, 3,6, compared with Ezra 
ix, 2, alfp chap, x, 10, 11, Nchem. xiii, 30. This was 
the ground of that doubt raifed among the Corinthians 
by fome of the circunicifion ; whetlitr an unbeliever were 
not flill to be counted an unclean thing, fo as that they 
ou^ht to divorce from fuch a perfon. This doubt of 
iheirs St. Paul removes by an evangelical rcafon, hav* 
ingrefpeft to that vifton of St. Peter, wherein the 
^iftindbon of clean and unclean being abolifhcd, all 
living creatures were fan<5lified to a piue and Chriftian 
ufe, and mankind efpecially, now invited by a general 
call to the covenant of grace. Therefore faith St. Paul, 
*** The unbelieving wife is fanc^lified by the hufband ;" 
that is, made pure and lawful to his ufe, fo that he need 
not put her away for fear kft her unbelief Ihould defile 
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him 5 but that if he found her loye ftill towards him, 
he might rather hope to win hen The fecond rcafon 
of that divorce was to avoid feducement, as is proved by 
comparing thofe two places of the law to that which 
Ezra and NehemJah did by divine warrant in compell- 
ing the Jews to forego their wives. And this reafon 
is moral and perpetual in the rule of Chriftian faith 
. without evafion ; therefore faith the apoflle, 2 Cor. vi, 
^f Mifyoke not together with infidels/* which is inter- 
preted of marriage in the firft place. And although 
the former legal pollution be now done off, yet there is 
a fpiritual contagion in idolatry as much to be fhunned^ 
and though feducement were not to be feared, yet 
where there is no hope of converting, there always 
ought to be a certain religious averfation and abhor- 
ring, which can no way fort with marriage : Therefore 
faim St. Paul, *^ What fellowftiip hath righteouiiiefs with 
tmrighteoufnefs ? What communion hath light with daiic- 
Jiefsl What concord hath Chrift with Belial ? What 
part hath he Ihat believeth with an infidel ?*' And in 
the next verfe but one he moralizes, and makes us liable 
to that command of Ifaiah ; ** Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye feparate, faith the Lord ; 
touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive ye.*' 
And this command thus gofpellized to us, hath the 
fame force with that whereon Ezra grounded the pious 
iiecefllty of divorcing. Neither had he other com- 
miffion for what he did, than fuch a general command 
in Deut. as this, nay not fo dire^l ; for he is bid there 
not to marry, but not bid to divorce, and yet we fee 
with what a zeal and confidence he was the author of 
a general divorce between the faithful and the unfaithful 
feed. The gofpel is more plainly on his fide, accordix^ 
to thi'ce of the Evangelifts, than the words of the law; 
for where the cafe of divorce is handled with fuch feve- 
rity, as was fittcfl: to aggravate the fault of unbounded 
licence;, yet ftill in the fame chapter, when it coast 
into queftion afterwards, whether any civil refpciSi tk ' 
natural relation which is dearefi:, may be our plea to 
divide, or hinder or but delay our duty to religicHi, wp 
hear it determined that fatherj and mother^ and wife alfiv 
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18 not only to be hated, but f(»rfaken, if we mean to in- 
herit the great reward there promifed* Nor will it fuffiee 
to be put off by faying we muft forfake them only by not 
confenting or not complying with them, for that were 
to be done, and roundly too, though being of the fame 
faith, they Ihould but feek out of a fleihly tendemefs to 
weaken our Chriftian fortitude with worldly perfuafions, 
or but to unfettle our conllancy with timorous and 
foftening fuggeftions ; as we may read with what a vehe- 
mence job, the patienteft of men, rejedted the defperato 
counfels of his wife; and Mofes, the raeekeft, being tho- 
roughly ofiended with the prophane fpeeches of Zippoia, 
fent her back to her father. But if they ihall perpe- 
tually, at our elbo>y, feduce us from the true wdrfhip of 
God, or defile and daily Ibandalize our confcience by 
their hopelefs continuance in mifbelief ; then even in the 
due progrefs of reafon, and that ever equal proportion 
which juftice proceeds by, it cannot be imagined that 
this cited place commands lefs than a total and final 
feparation from fuch an adherent ; at lead that no force 
ihould be ufed to keep them together : while we remem- 
ber that God commanded Abraham to fend away has 
irreligious wife and her fon for tlie offences which they 
gave in. a pious family. And it may be guelled that 
David for the like caufe difpofedof Michal in fucha 
fort, as little differed from a difmiffion. Therefore 
againft reiterated fcandals and feducements, which never 
ceafe, much more can no other remedy or letirement 
be found but abfolute departure. For what kind of 
matrinumy can that remain to be, what one duty betweea 
fuch can be performed as it fhould be from the heart, 
when their thoughts and fpirits fly afunder as fjeur as 
Heaven from Hell ; efpedally if -die time that Hope 
ihouM fend forth her expeded blolTonis, be pail ia 
vain I It will eafily be true, that a father or a brotker 
may be hated zealoufly, and loved dviliy or naturally; 
for thofe duties may be performed at diAance^ and 
do admit of any long abfence: but how the 4>eaoe 
and perpetual cohabitation of marriage can be kept, hoir 
that benevolent and intimate communion of body can bo 
held ^ith one Uiat muft be hated with a moft operative 

hatreds 
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hatred, muft be forfaken and yet continually dwelt with 
and accompanied; he who can diftinguifh, hath the gift 
of an affection very oddly divided and contrived : while 
others both juft and wife, and Solomon among the reft, 
' if they may not hate and forfake as Mofes enjoins, and 
' the gofpcl imports, will find it impoffible not to love 
otherwife than will fort with the love of God, whofe 
jealoufy brooks no corrival. And whether is more likely, 
that Chrift bidding to forfake wife for religion, meant it 
by divorce as Motes meant it, whofe law, grounded on 
moral reafon, was both his office and his eflence to main- 
.tain ; or that he Ihould bring anew mocality into religion, 
not only new, but contrary to an unchangeable command, 
and dangeroufly derogating from our love and worfliip of 
Grod ? As if when Mofes had bid divorce ablblutely, and 
Chrift had faid, hate and forfake, and his Apoftle had 

- faid, no communication with Chrift and Belial ; yet that 
-Chrift after all this could be underftood to fay, divorce 

not, no not for religion, feduce, or feduce not What 
mighty and invifible remora is this in matrimony, able to 

- demur and to contemn all the divorcive engines in Heaven 
: or earth ! both which may now pafs away, if this be true, 
• for more than many jots or tittles, a whole moral law is 

aboliflied. But if we dare believe it is not, then in the 
method of religion, and to fave the honour and dignity 
of our faith, we are to retreat and gather up ourielvcs 
from the obfervance of an inferior and civil ordinance, to 
the ftridl maintaining of ageneral and religious command, 
which is written, ** Thou flialt make no covenant with 
them,** Deut. vii, 2, 3 : and that covenant which cannot 
be lawfully made, we have diredlions and examples law- 
fully to diflblve. Alfo 2 Chron. ii, I9, " Shouldeft thoa 
love them that hate the Lord ?'■ No, doubtlefs : for 
there is a certain fcale of duties, there is a certain hie- 
rarchy of upper and lower comm^ds, which for want t>f' 
ftudying in right order, all the world is in confufion. 

Upon thefe principles I anfwer, that a right believdr 
ought to divorce an idolatrous heretic, unlefs upon bettor 
hopes: however, that it is in the believer's choice to 
divorce or not. 

The former part will be manifeft thus firft,. that «i 
^ apoftatc 
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spoftate idolater, whether huiband or wife feducing, was 
to die by the decree of God, Deut. xiii, 6, 9 ; that marriage 
tfierefore God himfelf disjoins : for others bom idolaters, 
the moral reafon of their dangerous keeping, and the 
incommunicable antagony that is between Chrift and 
fielial, will be fufficient to enforce the commandment of 
thofe two infpired reformers Ezra and Nehemiah, to put 
anjdolatcr away as well under the gofpel. 

The latter part, that although there be no feducement 
feared, yet if there be no hope given, the divorce is lawful, 
will appear by this; that idolatrous marriage is ftill hateful 
to God, therefore ftill it may be divorced by the pattern 
of that warrant that Ezra had, and by the fame everlafting 
reafon : Neither can any man give an account wherefore, 
if thofe whom God joins no man can feparate, it ihould 
not follow, that whom he joins not, but hates to join, thofe 
men "ought to feparate. But faith the lawyer, " That 
which ought not to have been done, once done, avails.'* 
I anfwer, *^ this is but a crotchet of the law, but that 
brought againft it is plain Scripture." As for what Chrift 
fpake concerning divorce, it is confefted by all knowing 
men, he meant only between them of the fame faith. 
But what (hall we fay then to St. Paul, whofeems to bid 
us not divorce an infidel willing to ftay ? We may fafely 
fay thus, that wrong colle6lions have been hitherto made 
out of thofe words by modern divines. His drift, as was 
heard before, is plain; not to command our ftay in mar- 
riage with an infidel, that had been a flat renouncing of 
the religious and moral law ; but to inform the Corinthi- 
ans, that the body of an unbeliever was not defiling, if his 
defire to live in Chrift ian wedlock fliowed any likelihood 
that his heart was opening to the faith ; and therefore 
advifes^ to forbear departure fo long till nothing have 
been negledled to fet forward a converfion : this I fay he 
advifes, and that with certain Qautions, not commands, if 
we can take up fo much credit for him, as to get him 
believed upon his own word : for what is this elfe but his 
counfel in a thing indifferent, " to the refl fpeak I, not the 
Lord ?" for though it be true, that the Lord never fpake 
it, yet from St. Paul's mouth we fhould have took it as a 
command^ had not hinofclf forewarned us^ and^ifclaimed ; 

which 
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which notwithftanditig if we ihall ftill avoach to be a com-* 
xnand^hepalpablydenyingitjtbis is notto expoundSt.Paul^ 
but to outface him. Neither doth it follow, that the Apofile 
may interpofc his judgment in a cafe of Chriilian liberty, 
without the guilt of adding to God's word. How do we 
know marriage or fingle life to be of choice, but by foch 
like words as thefe, " I fpeak this by permiffion, not of 
commandment ; I have no command of the Lord, yet I 
give my judgment." Why Ihall not the like words have 
leave to lignify a freedom in this our prcfent quef- 
tion, though Beza deny ? Neither is the Scripture hereby 
lefs infpir^, becaufe St Paul confeiTes to have writtcQ 
therein what he had not of command : for we grant that the 
fpirit of God led him thus to exprcfs himfdf to Chrif- 
ttan prudence, in a matter which God thought beft to 
leave uncommanded. Beza therefore muft be warily read, 
when he taxes St Auftiii of blafphemy, for holding that 
St. Paul fpake here as of a thing indifferent* But if it 
muft be a command, I (hall yet the more evince it to 
be a command that we ihould herein be left free ; and 
that out of the Greek word ufed in the 3 2 ver., which 
inftrudts us plainly, there mufl be a joint affentand good 
liking on both fides : he that will not deprave the text 
muft thus render it ; " If a brother have an imbelieving 
wife, and fhe join in confent to dwell with him " ( which 
cannot utter lefs to us than a mutual agreement) let him 
not put her away from the mere furmife of judaical 
uncleannefs : and the reafon follows, for the body of an 
infidel is not polluted, neither to benevolence, nor to 
procreation. Moreover, this note of mutual complacency 
forbids all offer of feducement, which to a perfon of zeal 
cannot be attempted without great offence : if therefore 
feducement be feared, this place hinders not divorce. 
Another caution was put in this fuppofed command, of 
not bringing the believer into ' bondage * hereby, which 
doubtlefs might prove extreme, if Chriftian liberty and 
confcience were left to the humour of a pagan ftaying at 
pleafure to play with, and to vex and wound with a 
thouland fcandals and burdens, above ftrength to bear : II 
therefore the conceived hope of gaining a foul come U^ 
nothing, then charity commands that the believer be not 
wearied out with endlefs waiting under many grievances 

fore 



The LoSrme and Lifciflm^ of Dhoru. 36/ 

fore to his fpirit ; but that refpeSt be had rather to the 
prefent fufFering of a true Chfiftian, than the uncertain 
winning of an obdurcd heretic. The counfel we have 
from St. Paul to hope, cannot countermand the moral and 
evangelic charge we have from God to fear feducement^ 
to feparatefrom the mifbelievcr, the unclean, the obdurate. 
The Apoftle wiflieth us to hope, but does not fend TJS a 
wool-gathering after vain hope ; he faith, " How know- 
eft thou, O man, whether thou Ihalt fave thy wife ?** 
that is, till he try all due means, and fet fome reafonable 
time to himfelf, after which he may give over waihing 
an Ethiop, if he will hear the advice of the gofpel ; " Caft 
not pearls before fwine,'* faith Chrift himfelf. '• Let 
him be to thee as a heathen. Shake the duft off thy feet** 
If this be not enough, ** hate and forfake** what relaticMi 
foeven And this alfo that follows muft appertain to the 
precept, " Let every man wherein he is called, therein 
abide with God," v. 24, that is, fo walking in his inferior 
calling of marriage, as not by dangerous fubjedtion to 
that ordinance, to hinder and difturb the higher calling 
of his chriftianity. Laft, and never too oftremembered, 
whether this be a command, or an advice, we muft loc^ 
that it be fo underftood as not to contradidt the leaft point 
of moral religion that God hath formerly commanded; 
otherwife what do we but fet the moral law and the gof- 
pel at civil war together ? and who then ihali be able to 
fcrve thefe two maftera ! 

CHAP IX. 

7%at adultery Is not the greatejl breach •fmatrtmowjf : thai there may h$ 

other violations as great. 

JN ow whether idolatry or adultery be the greateft viola- 
tion of marriage, if any demand let him thus confider ; 
that among Chriftian writers touching matrimony, the;re 
be three chief ends thereof agreed on : godly fociety, next 
civil, and thirdly, that of the marriage-bed. Of thefe the 
firft in name to be the higheft and moft excellent, no bap* 
tized man can deny, nor that idolatry fmites dircdlly 
againft this prime end ; nor that fuch an the violated end 

i% 
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is, fuch is the violation: but he who affirms adultery to 
be. the highefk breach, affirms the bed to be the highefl 
of marriage, which is in truth a grofs and boorilh opinion, 
how common . foever ; as far from the countenance of 
Scripture, as from the light of all clean philofophy or. 
civil nature. And out of queftion the cheerful help 
that may be in marriage toward fandtity of life, is the 
pureft, and fo the nobleft end of that contriadl: but if the 
particular of each perfon be confidered, then of thofe- 
three ends which God appointed^ that to him is greateft 
which is moft neceiTary; and marriage is then moft broken 
to him, when he utterly wants the fruition of that which 
he moil fought therein, whether it were religious^ civil, or 
corporal fociety. Of which wants to do him right by 
divorce only for the lad and meaneft is a perverfe injury, 
and the pretended reafon of it as frigid as frigidity itfelf, 
which the code and canon are only feniible of. Thus 
much of this controverfy. I now return to the former 
argument. And having (hown that difproportion, con- 
trariety, or numbnefs of mind may juftly be divorced, by 
proving already the prohibition thereof oppofes the ex- 
prefs end of God's inftitution, fufF^rs not marriage ta 
I'atisfy that intelle<5lual and innocent defire which God 
himfelf kindled in man to be the bond of wedlock, but cmly 
to remedy a fublunary and beftial burning, which frugal 
diet, without marriage, would eafily chaften. Next, that 
it drives many to tranfgrefs the conjugal bed, while the • 
foul wanders after that fatisfaftion which it had hope to 
find athomc,but hath miffed; or clfe it fits repining, even to 
atheifm, finding ilfcif hardly dealt with, but mifdeeming 
the caufe to be in God's law, which is in man's unright- 
eous ignorance. I have Ihown alfo how it unties the 
inward knot of marriage, which is peace and love (if that 
can be untied which was never knit) while it aims to 
keep fafi:the outward formality: how it lets perifli thc 
chriftian man, to compel impoffibly the man'ied man» , 
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CHAP. X. 

^ejtxth reafon of this law ; that to prohibit divorce fought for natural 

cafesy is againji nature. 

JL HE iixth place declares this prohibition to be as re-^ 
fpe<5llefs of human nature, as it is of religion, and there- 
fore is not of God. He teaches, that an unlawfiil 
niarriage may be lawFuUy divorced : and that thofe who 
have thoroughly difcemed each other's difpofition, 
which ofttimes cannot be till after matrimony, (hall then 
find a powerful reludlance and recoil of nature on either 
lide, blafting all the content of their mutual fociety, that 
fuch perfons are not lawfully married, (to ufe the Apof- 
tle*s words) " Say I thefe things as a man, or faith not 
the law alfo the fame ? For it is written, Deut. xxii. 
Thou Ihalt not.fow thy vineyard with different feeds, left 
thou defile both. Thou Ihalt not plough with an ox and 
an afs together ;'* and the like. I follow the pattern of 
St Paul's reafoning ; " Doth God care for afles and 
oxen," how ill they yoke together, **or is it notfaid 
altogether for our fakes ? for our fakes no doubt this is 
written." Yea the Apoftle himfelf, in the forecited 2 Cor. 
vi, 14^ alludes from that place of Deut to forbid mif-^ 
yoking marriage, as by the Greek word is evident; 
though he inftance but in one example of mifmatching 
with an infidel, yet next to that, what can be a fouler 
incongruity, a greater violence to the reverend fecret of 
nature, than to force a mixture of minds that cannot . 
unite, and to fow the forrow of man's nativity with feed 
of two incoherent and incombining difpofitions ? which 
act being kindly and voluntary, as it ought, the Apoflle in 
the language he wrote called eunoia, and the Latins, bene- 
volence, intimating the original thereof to be in the un-» 
derilandinK) and the will ; if not, furely there is nothing 
which might more properly be called a malevolence rather; 
and is the mdl injurious and unnatural tribute that can 
be extorted fi'om a perfon endued with reafon, to be 
made pay out the beft fubfiance of his body, and of his 
foul too, as fome think, when either for juft and power- 
ful caufes he cannot like, or from unequal caufes finds 
not recompenfe. And that there is a hidden efficacy of 
love and haired in man as well as in other kinds^ not 

Vol. L B b moral 



370 The Do£trlne and DifdpUtu af Dhara. 

moral but natural, which though not always in th€ 
choice, yet in the fuccefs of marriage will ever be moft 
predominant ; befides daily experience, the author of 
Ecclefiafticus, whofe witdom hath fet him next the 
Bible, acknowledges, xiii, l6, "A man, faith he, will 
cleave to his like." But what might be the caufe, whe- 
ther each one's allotted Genius or proper ftar, or whether 
the fupernal * influence of fchemes and angular afpe<fts, 
or this elemental crafis here below ; whether all thefe 
jointly or fingly meeting friendly, or unfriendly in either 
party, I dare not, with the men I am like to clalh, appear 
" fo much a philofopher as to conje6lurc The ancient 
proverb in Homer lefs abftrufe, entitles this work of 
leading each like perfon to his like, peculiarly to God 
himfelf : which is plain enough alfo by his namii^ of a 
meet or like help in the firil efpoufal inftituted ; and that 
every woman is meet for every man, none fo abfurd as to 
affirm. Seeing then there is a twofold feminary, oi: ftock 
in nature, from whence are derived the ifiiies of love 
and hatred, diftin^lly flowing through the whole maft 
of created things, and that God*s doing ever is to bring 
the due likenefles and harmonies of his works together^ 
except when out of two contraries met to their own 
deflrudlion, he moulds a third exiflence ; and that it is 
crrour, or fome evil angel which either blindly or mali- 
cioufly hath drawn together, in two perfons ill embarked 
in wedlock, the fleeping difcordsand enmities of nature, 
lulled on purpofe with fome falfe bait, that they may 
wake to agony and fl:rife, later than prevention could 
have wifhed, if from the bent ofjufl: and honed inteor 
tions beginning what was begun and focont innings all, 
that is equal, all that is fair and poflible hath been tA^, 
and no accommodation likely to fucceed ; what folly ri^iift 
ilill to ftand combating and battering againft invijQ^ciUflb 
caufes and eflfedls, with evil upon evil, till either the. M^ 
of our days be lingered out, or ended with fome fpMdb' 
ing forrow ? The wife Ecdefiailicus advifes x^l^^xu 
xxxvii, 27, " My fon prove thy foul in thy life, fee ifMi \ 
is evil for it, and give not that unto it." Reafon h^lwk . \ 
to fay fo ; for if the noifomenefs or disflgurement of bs^f) "^ 
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can foon deftroy the fympalhy of mind to wedlock duties, 
much more will the annoyance and trouble of mind in- 
fufe itfelf into all the faculties and acts of the body, to 
render them invalid, unkindly, and even unholy^againft 
the fundamental law book of nature, which Mofes never 
thwarts, but reverences : therefore he commands us to 
force nothing againft fympathy or natural order, no not 
upon the moft abjecft creatures ; to (how that fuch an 
indignity cannot be offered toman without an impious 
crime. And certainly thofe divine meditating words of 
finding out a meet and like help to man, have in them 
a confideration of more than the indefinite likenefs of 
womanhood ; nor arc they to be made waile paper on, 
for the dulnefs of canon divinity : no, nor thofe other 
allegoric precepts of beneficence fetched out of the clofet 
of nature, to teach us goodnefs and compaflion in not 
compelling together unmatchable focicties ; or if they 
meet through mifchance, by all confequencc to disjoin 
them, as God and nature fignifies, and ledures to us not 
only by thofe recited decrees, but even by the firft and 
laft of all his vifible works; when by his divorcing com- 
mand the world firfl rofe out of chaos, nor can be renew- 
ed again out of confufion, but by the feparating of 
unmeet conforts. 

CHAP. xr. 

Tke fiventh reafon^ that fometimes continuance in marriage may be evi^ 
dently tbejhortening »r endangering of life to either party ; both law 
and divinity concluding^ that life is to be preferred before mafriage^ 
the intended folace ofUfe. 

Oeventhly, the canon law and divines confent, that 
if either party be found contriving againft another's life^ 
they may be fevered by divorce : for a fin againft the life 
of marriage, is greater than a fin againft the bed ; the 
one deftroys, the other but defiles. The fame may be 
faid touching thofe perfons who being of a penfive na- 
ture and courfe of lite, have fummed up all their folace 
in that free and lighttbme converfation which God and 
man intends in man'iage ; whereof when they fee them- 
felves deprived by meeting an unlociable con fort, they 
cfitimes relent one another's miflake fo deeply, that long 
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it is not ere grief end one of them. When therefoitJ 
this danger is forefeen, that the life is in peril by living 
together, what matter is it whether helplefs grief or wil- 
ful pradlice be the caufe ? This is certain, that the pre- 
fervation of life is more worth than the compulfory keep- 
ing of marriage ; and it is no lefs than cruelty to force 
a man to remain in that (late as the folace of his life, 
which he and his friends know will be either the undoing 
or the diflieartening of his life. And»what is life without 
the vigour and fpiritual exercife of life ? How can it be 
ufeful either to private or public employment ? Shall it 
therefore be quite dejected, though never fo valuable; 
and left to moulder away in heavinefs, for the fuper- 
Ititious and impoflible performance of an ill driven' bar- 
gain ? Nothing more inviolable than vows made to God; 
yet we read in Numbers, that if a wife had made fuch a 
vow, the mere will and authority of her hufband might 
break it : how much more then may he break the errour 
of his own bonds with an unfit and miftaken wife, to 
the faving of his welfare, his life, yea his faith and virtue, 
from the hazard of overftrong temptations ? For if man 
be lord of the fabbath, to the curing of a fever, can he be 
lefs than lord of m^riage in fuch important caules as 
tliefe? 

CHAP. XIL 

^he eighth rcaforiy It is probable or rather certain^ that every one wh9 
happens to marry y hath not the calling ; and therefore upon unfitmfs 
found and conjidercd, force ought not to be ufcd. 

JlLighthly, It is moll fure that fome even of thofe who 
are not plainly defedtive in body, yet are dcflituteof alL 
other marriageable gifts, and confequently have not tl 
calling to marr}', unlcfs nothing be requifite thereto bu^H 
a mere infiriimental body; which to affirm, is to tba — 
unanimous covenant a reproach : yet it is as fure 
many fuch, not of ihcir own defire, but by the perfuafii 
of friends, or not knowing themfelves, do often 
into wedlock ; where finding the difference at length 
tween the duties of a married life, and the gifts of a iind^B 
life, what unfitnefs of mind, what wearifomenefs, icrxx^SSS^ 
and doubts to an incredible offence and difpleafure a^rx 
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like to follow between, may be foon imagined ; whom 
thus to ihut up, and immure, and (hut up together, the 
one with a mifchofen mate, the other in a miftaken cal- 
ling, is not a courfe that Chriflian wifdom and tender- 
nefs ought to ufe. As for the cuilom that fome parents 
and guardians have of forcing marriages, it will be bet- 
ter to fay nothing of fuch a lavage inhumanity, but only 
thus ; that the law which gives not all freedom of divorce 
to any creature endued with reafon fo aifailinated, is 
next in cruelty. 

CHAP. XIII. 

The ninth reafon ; becaufe marriage is not a mere carnal coition^ but a 
human focicty : where that cannot reafonably be hady there can be no 
true matrimony* Afarriage compared with all other covenants and 
vows warrantably broken for the good of man. Marriage the Pa^ 
pijhfacramenty and unfit marriage the Protejiants idol. 

JN iNTHLY, I fuppofe it will be allowed us that mar- 
riage is a human fociety, and that all human fociety 
mud proceed from the mind rather than the body, elfe 
it would be but a kind of animal or beaftilh meeting : if 
the mind therefore cannot have that due company by 
marriage that it may reafonably and humanly defire, 
that marriage can be no human fociety, but a certain 
formality; or gilding over of little better than a brutifh 
congrefs, and fo in vciy wifdom and purenefs to be 
difTolved. 

But marriage is more than human, *^ the covenant of 
God," Prov. ii, 17, therefore man cannot diffolve it. 
I anfwer, if it be more than human, fo much the more it 
argues the chief fociety thereof to be in the foul rather 
than in the body, and the greateft breach thereof to be 
unfitnefs of mind rather than defc6l of body : for the 
body can have lead affinity in a covenant more than 
human, fo that the reafon of diflblving holds good the 
rather. Again, I anfwer, that the fabbath is a higher 
inftitution, a command of the firft table, for the breach 
whereof God hath far more and oftener teftified his 
anger than for divorces, which from Moles to Malachi he 
never took difpleafure at, nor then neither if we mark 
the text; and yet as oft as the good of man is concerned, 
he not only permits, but commands to break the fabbath. 
What covenant more contradtcd with God and lefs 
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in inan*8 power, than the vow which hath once piifl^ 
hie lips ? yet if it be found rafh, if ofimfivey if unfruitful 
either to God*s glory or the good of man^ our do<%rine 
forces not eriour ami unwillingnefs irkfomely to keep it^ 
but counfels wifdom and better thoughts boldly to break 
it; therefore to enjoin the indiffoluble keeping of a 
marriage found unfit againft the good of man both 
foul and body, as hath been evidenced, is to make an 
idol of marriage^ to advance it above the worfhip of Gbod 
and the good of man, to make it a tranfcendent command^ 
above both the fecond and firft table ; which is a mofl 
prodigious doflxine. 

Next whereas they cite out of the Proverbs, that it is 
the covenant of God, and therefore more than human, 
that confequence is manifeftly falfe: for fo the covenant 
which Zedekiah made with the infidel king of Babel^ is 
called the Covenant of God, Ezek. xvii, 19, which would 
be firange to hear coxmted more than a human covenant. 
So every covenant between man and man, bound by 
oath, may be called the covenant of God, becaufe God 
therein is attefled. So of marriage he is the author and 
the witnefs ; yet hence will not follow any divine aftric^ 
tion more than what is fubordinate to the glory of God,, 
and the main good of either party : for as the glory of 
God and their efleemed fitnefs one for the other, was 
the motive which led them both at firft to think without 
other revelation that God had joined them together ; fo 
when it fhall be found by their apparent unfitnefs, that 
their continuing to be man and wife is againft the gloij 
of God and their mutual happinefs, it may afiure them 
that God never joined them ; who hath revealed his g»». 
cious will not to fet the ordinance above the man for 
whom it was ordained ; not .to canonize marriage either 
as a tyrannefs or a goddefs over the enfranchifed life ai 
foul of man ; for wherein can God delight, wherein be 
ihipped, whtrein bcglorified by the forcible continuing 
an improper and illyoking couple ? He that loved not 
fee the difparity of fevcral cattle at the plough, cannot " 
pleafed with vaft unmeetnefs in marriage. Where can 
the peace and love which muft invite God to fuch a houfe 
May it not be feared that the not divorcing of fuch 
helplefs difagreement will be the divorcing of 
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finally from fucb a place ? But it is a trial of our patience, 
fay they : I grant it ; but which of Job's afflidtions were 
fent him with that law, that he might not ufe means to 
remove any of them if he could ? And what if it fubvert 
our patience and our faith too? Whofliall anfwer for the 
perilhing of all thofe fouls, perifliing by ilubborn expo- 
fitions of particular and inferior precepts againft the 
general and fupreme rule of charity ? They dare not 
affirm that marriage is either a facrament or a myftery, 
though all thofc facred things give place to man ; and 
yet they invert it with fuch an awful fanftity, and give 
it fuch adamantine chains to bind with, as if it were to be 
worfhipped like fome Indian deity, when it can confer no 
bleffing upon us, but works more and more to our mifery. 
To fuch teachers the faying of St, Peter at the council 
of Jerufalem will do well to be applied : " Why tempt 
ye God to put a yoke upon the necks of* chriftian men, 
which neither the Jews, God*s ancient people, "nor we 
are able to bear ;" and nothing but unwary expounding 
hath brought upon us ? ^ 

CHAP. XIV. 

Conftderatlons concerning FamiUfm^ Aniinomlanifm ; and why it may be 
thought that fuch opinions may procetd from the undue reftraint of 
fomejujl liberty y than which no greater cauft to contemn difdpline. 

X o thefe conliderations this alfo may be added as no 
improbable conjedure, feeing that fort of men who 
follow Anabaptifm, Familifm, Antinomianifm, and other 
fmatic dreams ( if we undcrftand them not amifs ) be 
luch moft commonly as are by nature addi<5led to religion^ 
cf life alfo not debauched, and that their opiniona 
leaving full fwing, do end in fatisfadion of the fle(h s 
lA may be come with reafon into the thoughts of a wife 
man, whetlier all this proceed not partly, if not chiefly, 
from the rertraint of fome lawful liberty, which ought ta 
ie given men, and is denied them ? As by phj'fick we 
learn in menftruous bodies, where nature's current hath 
l)een rtopped, that the fufTocation and upward forcing of 
fome lower part afFe6ts the head and inward fenfe with 
dotage and idle fancies. And on the other hand, whe- 
ther the reft of vulgar men not fo religioufly profefling, 
do not give themfelves much the more to whoredom 
and adulteries, loving the corrupt and venial difcipline of 
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clergy-courts^ but hating to hear of perfect reformation } 
whenas they forefee that then fornication Ihall be auftere-f 
ly cenfured, adultery punilhedj and marriage theappoint^^ 
ed refuge of nature, though it hap to be never fo incon- 
gruous and difpleafing, muft yet of force be worn out, 
when it can be to no other purpofe but of lirife and 
hatred, a thing odious to Grod ? This may be worth the 
ftudy of fkilful men in theology, and the reafon of things. 
And laftly, to examine whether fome undue and ill 
grounded ftri6lnefs upon the blamelefs nature of man^ be 
not the caufe in thofe places where already reformation 
is, that the difcipline of the Church, fo often, and fo 
unavoidably broken, is brought into contempt and deri- 
fion ? And if it be thus, let thofe who are ftill bent to 
hold this obftinate literality, fo prepare themfelves, as to 
Ihare in the account for all thofe tranfgreffions, when it 
Ihall be demanded at the laft day, by one who will fcan 
and ihift things with more than a literal wifdom of equity : 
for if thefe reafons be duly pondered, and that the gofpel 
is more jealous of laying on exceffive burdens than ever 
the law was, left the foul of a Chriftian, which is inefti- 
mable, fhould be overtempted and caft away ; conlider- 
ing alfo that many properties of nature, which the power 
of regeneration itlelf never alters, may caufe diflike of 
converfing, even between the moft fandlified; which 
continually grating in harfh tune together, may breed 
fome jar and difcord, and that end in rancour and flrifie^ 
a thing fo oppolitc both to marriage and to Chriflianity, 
it would perhaps be lefs fcandal to divorce a natural 
difparity, than to link violently together ati unchriftian 
diffcnfion, committing two infnared fouls inevitably tor 
kindle one another, not with the fire of love, but with a 
hatred irreconcileable ; who, .were they diffevered, would 
be ftraight friends in any other relation. But if an 
alphabetical fervility muft be ftill urged, it may fo fall ou^ 
that the true Church may unwittingly ufe as much cru- 
elty in forbidding to divorce, as the Church of Antichrift' 
doth wilfuly in forbidding to marry, 

THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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